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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVKKNOK (»F BKNGAL. 


His Excellency Sir John A( KHo\4»^\Vi>onuKu), k.c.s.i., c.i.E., i.c.8. 

MEMBERS THE ( CH NCU. uF MINISTERS. 

{ 1 ) The Hon’ble Mr. Auri- K-vskm F.vxi.ri, Hi'u, in charg'e of the 
Edumtion IJepartmeut. 

( 2 ) The Hon'lde Mi. Naum Ranjan Sahkfh, in chur^e ot the 

Finaiico Department . 

( 3 ) The Hou hie Khwaju Sii Na/I-mthdin, k.c .i.k., in ehurge of 

the Home Depaitineiit 

(4) The Hou’hlc Sir itiJo\ SimiJi Ro^, in charge of the 

Revenue Department. 

{ 5 ) The llon'ble Nawah Khwaja iJ vmiir u.ah JtnlMidui. ol Dacca, 
in charge ot the I)e]mrtment> ot Local Seil-tioveinmenl and 
Industries. • 

{6} The lion’lde Mi£haiaja Siirs t'liA.MjJiv N amjv, ot ( 'oHMinbaxai , 
in ( liaige ot the Depaitnient ot C’ommunicutionH and Woiks. 

{ 7 ) The lIoHi ble Mi. ID ska vn Sjiahkko Si’Uhaw akd\ , in cliury^ 
of Fommeice and laiboui and Rural Reconstruction Depart- 
mente. 

{3} The Hon’bie Naual> Mn»JiAi<ui rr Hussain, KIiuai Bahadur, 
in cliaige ot the Judicial and lieglslative^Jepartmentiw 

{fj) The. Hon 'ble Mr. FkJsanna Dkb Raikii, in charge ot the 
"Foreiits and Ex< ise Deiiaitiuenth. . 

• * ' f . ( 

{10) The Hon’ble Mr. Mt ^rNUA Bkhaky Mullick, in charge of tjie 

Co-operative Credit and Rural kidebti^dnees Departiuents. ' 

# 

( 11 ) The llou’by All. T \mi/i nni.NiitH.vN, in charge of the Rgblic 
Healtbf Aledicnl, Agriculture and V eterina iy^ epart- 
menta. 

. 




(lOVERXMENT OF RENOAL. 


PRINCIPAL OFFfCERS OF « THE BENGAL LEOISLATIVI 

ASSEMBLY. 

SrKAKKR. 

The H oij'ble Rliaii M. A/izri- Haque, c.i.e. 

Du'VTY SrEAJtEH. 

M. Ashkmmi, I'.sij.. H.iri i^tfr•at*law. 


Sk Rl-TAH'k . 

K. All A^z^I. KHtj.. Bart ister-at -law. 

Fir^'i a ‘'SI ST ant Skrttary. 

Hai N. N. Sfn (^i tta Bahadur. 


SkOND A.SSISTA.VT SErilETARY. 

Khan Sahib Quazi MniAiiMAn SADRrL Ola. 


Regist^JIv. 

K. C. OHoaH, Esqr 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Azi*. Maulana Md. [ Naia\ aii>ranj Ka.^t (Mu)mituaadaii).] 
A'bdul Bari, Mauhi. [ Bt‘rhainp(>it» uhainiiiadaii). { 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tuii^'-ail West ( Miihiiiuuiadan). | 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. |Kuri^^ram South ( Mubaiuiuaduu). ] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna tMuhammadaii K | 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [ Mymensin^h Went <M uhamiiiadan). ] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri. Maulvi Md. [MuiiHlutranj (Muham- 
madan). ) 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A M. | l*abna We^t ( M tihammadan ). | 

Alxlul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoie^Mn) Ni»rtli ( M\ibamnuidaii).^* 
AImIuI dabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur (’eiitral Kast ( M uhammadaii ). 1 
Abdul Jabbar Pal\Nau, Mi, M<1. [.laiiialpur North ( MuhammadHiD. ) 
Abdul Kailer, Mr. | i’atuakliali South ( Muhammadan ). { 

Alxlul Kanm, Mr. Idamaipuf turn M ukta^’aclia < M uliamiitadaii ). | 
Abdul Latit Biswa.s. Maulvi. | Maiiik^uiiij \VeN( ( M uhaniuiadan ). ) 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymensin^^h Noith ( Muliammadan). | 

Abdul Majid, Mi. S\ed. | Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Mr. [Bakar^^anj West (Muhammadan).] 

Alxlul Wah«d), Maulvi. [ Myrnensin^-h Kast i M uliammadarn. J 
Abdulla-Al Mahimxid, Mr. [ Seiajjranj North ( M uhammadun ». j 

Abdur Kuhnian, Khan Buhadui A. F. M f ‘.^4-Par^;ana,s North- 
Eaf*t (MuhaiiimsidanV I ^ 

Abdur Rahman Siddiiji, Mi. (Muhliin Chamlier of (’omiiieiee. i 
Abdur Ra.sheed, Maulvi Md. [*Binldium (Muhaininaffari). ] 

^Abdur Ra«c*hid Mahmood, Mr. [SejajK'aiij North (Muhaiiiiiiadan).] 
Abdur Hauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. ( Howrah (Muhuinmudan). ] 
Ab<lur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. (Ran^pur South (Muham- 
madan).] j ^ 

Abdur Razzak, M^vi. [F«ni (Muhainuiadun).] 

Ab<lu5 Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Daeea North .Cafitral (Muhammadan). ] 



▼iii 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpui Wes 
( IMuhammadan).] 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaihandha North (Muhammadan).] 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad [Madaiiijur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona Noith (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quasem Maulvi. [Hoojfhly (Muhammadan).] 

Aeharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kaiita, of Muktag-aeha, Mymen- 
sinf^^h. (Ihuea Landholders.) 

Aftah Ali, Mr. (Water Trausp^if Trade Fnioii.) 

Aftab Hossain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia Kant (Muliammadan ). ] 

Ahmed Ali Euayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. f Jhenidah (Muliam- 
madan),] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goaiundo (Muhaininadan i.j 
Ahmed Hosain, Mr, [Gaihandha Soutli (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. | Noakhali S(»utl» ( M\ihammadan. ) ) 

Alfazuddiii Alimed, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi. IMidnapoie (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Saihih Maulvi. | Noakhali ( Vntial (Muhaminadau . ] 
Amir Ali, Md. Mia. |Rajshahi Soutli (Muhammadan).] 

Anderson, Mr, J, P. (Calcutta ami Suluirhs (Kuiopeuii).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khun Bahadur Md. | ('hitta^ron^^ South (Muhian- 
mud an).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. (Nator (Muliammadan).] 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Tippera (’entral (Muhammailan i. ] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikpanj East (Muhammadan i.j 
Atliar Ali, Maulvi. ( Ihihna East (Muhammadan).] 

Azieul Haque, the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M., r.i.h. | Nadia West 
(Muhammadan). ] 


Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. (Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factiiries).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parg:anus North-West (General).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramafha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Baner^ Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Rejristered Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 



ALPHABETU’AI. LIST OF MKMUEHS. 


ix 

Barat Alj, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajcranj (Vntral < Miihammaiiati). ] 
Barma, Babu Premhaii. [Diuajpiu ((teiiHal). ] 

Barfha, Mr. Puspajit. [Ranvrpur (UeaeraP.] 

Barman, Babu Shyaiim Prosad. [llinajpur ( (Genera b. ) 

Barman, Babu Fpendra Xafli. [Jalpaijruri ntm Silijruii ((ft*m*rab.] 
,Ba^u, Mr. Tatindra Nath, [('alcutta Noith ((lenmul). ] 

Basil, Mr. Santosh Kumai |('al(*utta East bffmual). j 
Bell-Hart, ^Miss P. B. ( An^lo-lu<Haii (\ui.stituem*\ . ) 

Bhowmik, Dr. (lobibda Chandra. JM idnajMUV Ka>t ((fem*ial>.j 
Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. ( Hno^lily runt Honi lah (Euiopeaii'. ] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia ((leneiali.] 

Biswas, Mr. Kusik Lai. [Jessore ((feiienili.] 

Biswas, Mr. Sureiidra Nath. [Eaiidpui ((ieiieial* ] 

Bl(»mensto(‘k. Mi. L. M (Beiipd Chambei ot CommenaM 
Bose, Ml. Sarat Chandra. [Cahutta Sontli ((feneiub.J 
Brashei . Mr. F. ('. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Kumpeun*.] 

Brown, Mr. A. tb [Calcutta and Suburbs t European >.) 

c 

Chakrabarty, Mi. Jatindra Nath, j Ban^''pui ((iciieial). j 
(diakrabarty , Babu Narendra Narayan. | Bo^Ma turn Palftia ((feneiah.j 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. HaniKida. | Nailiu ((ieneiah.| 

(’liipj>einlale. Mr. .1 . W. ( An^lo-Indiaii. ) 

Chaudhuri, Bai Hareiidra Nutli. j l.M-J*jir>;uiias Municipal <(»eneial).j 
Cliiik, Ml. I. A. [Buidwan Division ( EuKijiean t. ] 


D 

Das, Mr. Mahim ('handra. [( 'hittairon^ tCfeiieralKj 
Das. Babu Badha Nath. | Hoo^fhly North-Ea.st ((tenoral).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Par^anaH North-West Dienerab.] 
Das, Kai Sahib Kirit Bhu.san. [Murshidabad ((general).] 

Das, Mr. Monomoban. [MjTnensingh East (General).) 

Dass, Babu Debendrf Nath. [Birbhuyi^ tGeiiemD. ] ^ 

Das Gupta, Mr./ Khajrendra Natii. f Jalpai^niri cum «4ii)i|irun 
(General ).l 



X 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEBS. 


Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] • 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jharj?ram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hoojrhly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Cah-utta General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Registered 
Factories). ] 


Edbur, Mr. Upendranuth. [Bakargunj South-West (General).] 
Emdmrul Haque, Kazi. [Kuiigiaiii North ( Muliaiumadau). ] 


F 

.Farhad Ruza Chowdhury, Mi. M. [Jangipui i Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dact^a (Muhammadan > Women.] 

Fazlul Hmi, thedlon’hle Mr. A. K | Ihuuakhuli North (Muham- 
madan). 1 

Fazlul (Judir, Khun Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West 
(Muhammadan). J 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. [Jamalpur Ea>t ( M uhammadun >. j 
Fazlur Itahman, Mr. ( Dacca rniversity.) 

French, Mr. F. H. (Bengal Chamber ot I'ummerce.) 


G 

Ganguly, Mr. I’ratul (liandra [ Ea^t Bengal Municijwil (General).] 
Gliose, Mr. xVtt»l Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur \Vest (Muhammadan).] 

Golam Sarwar Ilosaini. Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj mm Raipur 
^ (Muhammadan).] 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] • 
Gpswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandr^. [Burdwan Division North Municipal 
. -(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Gupta, Mik. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central ((General).] 
Gupta, Mr. J. X. [Railway Trade Cuion (Labour). J 
Guruflg, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Chojidhurv, Al-Hadj. [Muduripur Ea-^t (Muham- 
madan). ] 


H 


Hibibullah. "the Hou'ble Xawub Bahadur K.. of Daeea. {Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan).) 

Hafizuddin Cliowdhury, Maulvi. {Thakurgaon i M uhanmiadun ). ) 

Hamiduddiii Alnruul, Khan Sahih. | Ki-^horeganj Kaint (Muliam- 
madan). j 

Hamilton, Mi. K. A. (Calcutta Trade.s As'^oiiation. ) 

Hasan Ali ('ho\vdhiir\ . Mr. S\ed. [Taiigail North ( M uliamiiuidan ). | 

Hasanuzzaman. Maulvi Md. (Tippera South ( Muhammadan). ] 

Hasliem Ali Khan, Klian Bahadur Maulvi. | Baktirganj North 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Hasina Mur>h(‘d, M.n.K., Mr*^. {(hilcutta ( M uhanimadan t Women.) 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahih Maulvi, | Pir(*jpur Soutli (Muhain 
madan). { 

Hawkin«^, Mi. K. I. {Cah utta and Suburb.s < Euro]>ean ). | 

Hendry. Mr. David. (Bengal (’hamher ot Commerce.) * 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. (Bengal ('hamher of ('ommerce.) 


I 


Idrirt Ahmed Mia. Mr. | Mahla South (Miihainmadan). j 
Ispahani. Mr, M. A. H. I Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


4 

^alaluddjn Ahmad. Khan Bahadur 3^Hulvi. [CoxV Bazar (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. (Satkhiru (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr% I. D. [yalcutta West (tieneral).] 

Jasimuddin Ahmed.^Mr. | t^4-ParganaH South (Muhammadan)<c4to 
Jonah Ali Majumdar. Maulvi. [Chamlpur Muhammadan).] 



xii 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MIMBEES. 


Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. (Ketrokona South (ifuham* 
madan).] 

Kaznn Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. | Mur'^hidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills As-^ociation.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Comineree.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Ijall. | Midnapore Central , (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. (Ma*lda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Ni^^hitha Nath (l)inajpur (General).] 


M 

MacGrejfor, Mr. (i. (i. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mafizuddin Ahmed. Dr. | Bo^mi North (Muhammadan i. ] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin (^houdhurv, Maulvi. | Halur^hut (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar rda> ('hand. | Burdwan (^entral (General). J 
Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Dinajjmr (^entral 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. (Midnapore South-East ((teneral).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Median. (North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. ( Burdwan (Vntral (General). | 

Majinmlar, Mrs. Hemajirova. [ l)ac(‘a ((ieneral) Women.] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar ('handra. (Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. ( Mymensingii West (General).) 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-We>t ((ieneral).] 
Mandal, Mr. Birat ('’iiandra. ( Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. dagat ('handra. ]Tipp»ra (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. (^Bukarganj North-East ((ieneral).] 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. (Midnapore Central (General).] 
Maniruddin Akhand. Maulvi. [ Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Maiuruzzaman Islamabadi. M^ulana Md. [Chittagong South Oent^ 
^,,4Jtfuhammadan).J ^ 

Macfbul Hosain, Mr..* [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


•xiii 

Murindiu, ^r. F. J. [Chittag’oiijf Division (Kuropeau). ] 

Masud Ali Khan Pauni. Maiilvi. (Tangail South (Muhammadan).] 
Miles* Mr. G. M . (Indian Tea Association.) 

Millar, Mr. C. [('alctltta and .Suhurhs ( Puroja'an). j 
Mohammed Ali, Khan Hahadur. | Ho^na West (Muhammadan}.) 
Mohsiu Ali, Mr. Md. ( Melu‘rpur (Muliammadan). ) 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syania})rasad. (Calruna I’nivcrsit ^ . ) 

Morgan, Mr.* (i., r.i k | Presidency J)ivisi(»n (Kiiropean). | 

Moslem Ali Mollali, Maulvi j Pajslfalii Gentral ( M uhammadan). J 
Mozammel Hini, Maulvi .Md. ( Jllnda Xorlh (Muhammadan i. j 

Muhammad Aizal, Khan Sahih Maulvi | Pirojpur North 

(Muhammadan). | 

Muhammad llirahim, Maulvi [Niuikhali .Ninth (Muhammadan).) 
Muhammad Ishaqui'. Maulvi. | Hogra Souih ( M uhammadan ). | 
Muhammad Isiail, Maulvi. | Kishoreganj South ( Muhammadan i. | 

Muhammad SiddiijUe. Khan Halmdu! I)i S\cd | Itankura iMuhaiU' 
madan) { 

Miiljamniad Sidannaii. Khan Sahih .MauKi [ Hanackjnue .Municijial 
( M uhaniniadain ' 

Mukeiji. Ml. Dlmeiidra .\aia\an <Hooghl\ NiU't h-ICast . ) 

Mukheijcc. .Mi li. |G(dlit'i\ (('oal Miiiei) (Lahour).) 

Milkherji, Dr. II. ('. [(’alculta turn I’lesidonry DivTsion (indmri 
Ghiis(ian) | 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat ( iiandra | Pirhhum ((M*neral}.| 

Mullick, ihe Hon'hle Mi. Mukunda llehari | Khulna ((tenerul).| 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Ihdiaiv. |Hourah ((iem*ral).| 

Mullick, Srijm A^huto^)l. i Jhmkura W e-si ((?enerulyj 

Musharruh Ho^sain, ilie Ilon'hic .Nawah. Khan Haliadur. |.|alpai- 
guri (‘tim Darjeeling ( M u hamniadan ). J 

Mu>tagaw>al Flaque, Mr. S\ed [ Hagiuhat ( Muhainmadan). j 

Mustata Ah Dewan, Maulvi.^ j Hiahmanhai ia }^)rth (Muham- 
madan) ] 

4 

N 

N’andy, the Hnn'bl^ Maharaja Sri^ 4‘hamlra, of (’ossiinhazifr. 
(Presidency Landholders,) ^ 

Xasarullah, Xawahsjada K. [ Bran man ha ri a Soifth (Muhammadan),] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEBS. 


ZlTt 

, Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] 
Nausher Ali, Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

J^aierson, Mr, K. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. (Hooghly rum Howrah Municipal 
((jeneral). ] 

I’atton, Mr. W. (Darjeeling (European).] 

J’aul. Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of C(*mmerce.) 
l‘ranianik, Mr. Tarinicharan. (Malda (General).] 


R 

Rahman, Khun Bahadur A. M. L. ( Rujshahi (Vntral (Muhammadan).] 

Raikut, the HoiCble Mr, Prasanna Dch. | .1 alj)aiguri cum Siliguri 
((ieneral ). | 

Rajihuddin Taraiilar. Maiilvi. | Bogra Ku.st (Muhammadan).] 
Ramiziiddin Ahmed, Mr. (Tipperu West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Ch(uidhur\, Mr. Bireiidra Kishore. (Mymensingh East (General).] 
Razuur Rahman Khan, Mr. (Dacca South (hmtral (Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Patiram. (Khulna (General).] 

Rtjy, the Hon hie Sir Bijoy Pra.sad Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 
Ro>, Kumar SJiih Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Ro> , Mr. Churn (^handra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Roy. Mr. Dhananjoy. (Dacca Ka.st (General).] 

^Roy, Mr. Kumalkrishua. | Bunkura East (General).) 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. (Dacca West (General).] 

Rtjy, Mr. Kishuri Pati. [dhi^^gram cum Ghatae (General).] 

Hoy,'llai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Hoy, Mr. Maiimatha Nath. [Howrah (General).] 
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8 

Saheb Alam, Mr. Syed [Dacca (Vntral (Miihammaikn). ] 

Sadamddin Ahmed, Mr. (Bakarjjanj South (Muhammadan).] 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Ran^pur North (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. ( Narayanfjanj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagonjr North-East (Muliammadan). ] 

Sanyal. Dr,^ Nalinaksha. | Presidency Division Muniidpal ((leneral),} 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka*Sekluir. | Miirshidabad ((ieneral).] 

Sarker, Babu Madlinsudan. | Bojrra rum Pabna ((fcneral). ) 

Sarker, the Hon’lile Mr. Nalini Ranjan. (Ben^^al National ChamiM'r 
of (’ominerce.) 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengal (’lunnber of (’ommercc.) 

Sen, Babu Na^^endra Nath. [Kbulna ((ieneral). | 

Sen, Rai Baliadur Jo^oh (’handra. | *J4-l*ar^unas South-Ea»t 
((ieneral). ] 

Serajul Islam. Mr. | Ihm^^aon (Muhammadan )-i / 

Shahabiiddiij, Mi. Khwaja, < .h.k. (NaravaiiKanj South (Muhiim-* 
niadan ). ] 

Shahedali, Mr. | Matlabbazar (Muhammadan). | 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. | Kusthia ( Muhammadan). | 

Sham^uddin Ahmed Khaiidkar, Mr. [(iojialganj (Muliuipmadan). ) 
Sham.^ul Huda, Maulanu. | MymensinKh South ( Muhammadan ). [ 
Sin^ha, Babu K‘<hetra Nath. [ Raii^qmr ((ieneral).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manimlra Bhu.saii. [ Baiikura We.st ((ieneral).) 

Sirdar. Babu Litta Munda. [ Beii^-al Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour. ] 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. | Rajshalii Division ( Euro]iean ) . ] 

Steven, Mr. J. W, R. (Dacca ( Eui»>])earn , 1 

Suhrawardy , the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 1 24-lbirjranas aMunicipal 
( Muhammadan ) . ] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. ( Ntiakhali ((feiierah.) 


T 

. * 

/ • # « 

Tamizuddin Khan, Ae Hon 'hie Mr. [Faridpur Went (MuhamriJwian).] 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lull. (MafwiAi Aasociation . ) 
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JThakur, Mr. Proniatha Rarijan. fFaridpur (General).] 

Tofel Abniecl ('lHiu«lhury. Mauivi Haji. ( Bhola South (Muham- 
madan ). ] 

W 


Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. jJe^Nore Ka.-t (Muhammadan).] 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Ltegisltive Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly mot in tho Assomhly Houso, (’ali uttu, on Thursday, 
the 22nd June, 19-^9, at 4-4^ p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (tin* Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. A/i/n. Hauik, < i.e.) 
in the (’hair. lion hie MinistiTs and 197 ineinh4‘rs. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Filling up of the post of Marketing and Publicity Officer of Industries 

Department. 

*S17. Or. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the llonJde Minister in 
charge of the Industries Department he pleuHed tcj state — • 

(а) whether the post of Marketing and Publieity Officer was 

advertised for a B.Coni. or an M.Com.; 

(б) whether the said post was subseiiuently filled up by*promotion 

by an undergraduate Hindu officer in su^rsession of the 
claims of the Industfial Surveyor; 

^c) ^f so, what are the reasons; ^ 

(d) whether it is a fact that the former Industrial Surveyor was 

promoted to the post of Personal Assistant to the Director 
. of Industries ill supersession of his senior, the present 
IndustriaV Surveyor; and ^ • * 

(e) if BO, what'are the reasons F 


2 



QUESTIONS. 


JU2«E^ 


MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
MofPble Niwab Khwaja Hahibuliah Bahadur, of Dacca)! (a) The 

eeftantial (juaJifications required according to the adveirtiseiment 
were (i) experience of utatistical work and of lecture and propaganda 
work and (ii) experience of the work and probJemH of cottage and small 
industries. The advertisement also stated that preference would be 
given to a graduate in Ec‘onomics or Commerce possessing the essential 
qualifications mentioned above. 

(h) and (c) The j)ost was filled up by Mr. A. Mukherjee who was 
then serving as a temporary Industrial Surveyor and possessed intimate 
knowledge of business conditions, the personality and general qualities 
necessary for a business salesmaA and considerable exj)erience in pub- 
licity work including delivery of broadcast lectures and, as such, was 
considered by the Selection ('ommittee to be the most suitable for the 
post. There was another Industrial Surveyor who also ai)plied but the 
Selection Committee did not find him suitable. The appointment was 
made in lUdb before the present (iovernment came into office. 

id) and (e) Tljere were tw(j Industrial Surveyors and the present 
PerHonal Assistant to the Director of Industries \\iis liie juni<»r of the 
two. He was aj^p^diited the Industrial Oificer of tlie Detenu Training 
.Scheme in view of his special aptitude and suitability for the work 
required of the post. When the post of Per.sonal AsvSistant to the 
Director of Industrie.s was created, the po^t of the Industrial Officer 
of the Ih'tenu Training Scheme was merged into the post ot IVrsonal 
Assistant. The inenmhent of the jhi^i <*1 IndiiNtrial Offieei of the 
Detenu Tniining Scheme was aeeordingly apjxdiited to the new post of 
Dersoual Assistant. 


Use of newsf»aper$ by the students of Bengal Mainamati Survey 
School, Comilla. 

*518. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (u) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Industries Department aware — 

(0 that the Superintendent of Bengal Mainamati Survey School, 
Coiiirllu, has served a notice upon the Hindu students of the 
Boarding attached ta the school prohibiting them to read 
the Ananda Bazar Patrika; and 

(ii) that they have been asked to read Sfaiestnati, Star of India, 
Amriia Bazar Pairxka and Azad only? 

‘(h) If the answer to (a) is ^n the affinnative,' are the Government 
considering the desirability of withdrawing the said order immediately? 
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QUESTIONS. 
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Tiw rilDfi’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of OaeodI 

(a) No. 

(&) Does not arise. 

0 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether for the read in jr room the States nutn and the 
Amnta Bazar Patnka are allowed to be subscribed and no other pajM*rl^ 

The Hobble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaitur, of Oaooa: 

That may be the irtforiuation ot the honourable member, but 1 
believe it is not so. • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble MixHst«r 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Superintendent of the 
Mainamati Survey School has banned any newspaper from entering the 
school premises?^ 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, ofoDaoea: 

That IS very ditficult to answer. I could not say offhninl. I want 
notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The li on’ble Minister in 
reply to ni> pievious (juestion ha,s said “I believe.” Will the Ihm'ble 
Minister be jilca^ed to state wliat is the basis of his belief ^ 

a 

Tho Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

From the reports receivcfl, * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the ilon’ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state if the repoit contained that for tire reading room no 
other papers than the SUitesniaii and the Amnia Bazar Patrika are* 
allowed to be sub.s(Tibed Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the l^oii’bie Miniater 

1^^ pleasetl to state whether there was any golmal over the reading of 
Anan^a fiazar Patnka in the .said scliooIJ' 

The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoc 

To the question whether any notice wa# bv the Superinteiide«t 

I replied I Jo not understand how the question of C4in 

arise. 



QUESTIONS. 


[22nd Jxm 


i i 

f Ik. OHI REMORA MATH OATTA: Will the Eou’ble Miaiatei 
!• pleased to state if the Government is prepared to allow the Aiumdt. 
Bazar Patrika to be aubscribed for the reading room of that school: 

Mfa SPEAKER* That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state whether his attention was drawn to the new!q)apei 
report to tlie ehect that there was a golmal over the access of the AncncU 
Biizar Patrika into the school? 

(T 

Mr* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. There will be a 
great golrrud if I allow this question. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister In 
pleased to state whether Government will allow the AnaniUi Bazar 
Patrika to be read by the students of the survey school? 

Mr* SPEAKER: That is a retiuest for action. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government will consider the desirability 
of communicating to the Mainamati Survey School authorities that 
there should not be any restriction in the matter of reading the 
Anan<Ui Bazar Patrika or any other paper for the matter of tliat? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 have stated that the Superintendent has not prevented any paper, 
I mean the Ananda Bazar Patrika or the Avirita Bazar Patnka, being 
road there. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of (omiuunif ating to the authorities of the 
Ifainamati School that there is no ban on the Ananda Bazar Patrika*'^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the previous one this question does not 

arise. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jpleased to state whether the answer “No” relates to {a)(i) or (a){ii)Y 

' TH Hon’bl. NmrA KbrnMa HABIIULLAH Idiadur, M Omm: 

Botli. 



QUESTIONS. 
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Br. NXLINAKSHA SANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Mmisto b# 

pleased to state in that event if there has been any restrietive order* 
instruction or advice by any Government servant or anyone eonnertod 
with the administration of the Bengal Mainamati Survey School iseuad 
to the students of that school to the effect that Annnda Bazar Bairika 
should not be read? 

The Hoii’blo Nawab Khwaja HAtIBULLAH BahaBiir, at Daooii 

No such notice of lestriction has been issued. 

• . 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My question was not w'ith regard 
to the notice served by the Superintendent of the Mainamati Schiml 
only. I could quite understand that there may not have been any 
notice or a notice by that particular gentleman and the answer would 
obviously be “No.” I would like to enquire of a Hpe<*ific niatUu*. 

I would like to enquire of the Hon'ble Minister if there has been any 
direction, notice or otherwise, any advice by the Superintendent or 
any othr officer!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid it is not a specific question. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The *juestion is very specific. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou (an ask generally whether tKere was any 
restrictive order. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am asking, Sir, whether thero 
has becui any restrictive order or instruction issued by anybody. It 
may be by notice or otherwise. 


Mr* SPEAKER: I am afraid you have to put separately. Here is 
the specific question of notice and how can you say wht^her tbo 
Superintendent or any other gentleman issued any restrictive order 
about the reading of newspapers J 

* Dr*. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tht authorities of educational in*- 
titutiona very often send for student# aild give them instmctionf ^ 
which may not be in the form of a notice and the Hon’ble Minister 
may very ^ell say “No.” 

• e • 

Mr* SPEAKER: You may ask whether ibeje is any restrictive 
jrder. • • 
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[22vd Juke, 

« Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me have the questW put in 
the form in which you are pleased to admit it. Has there been any 
attempt at a restrictive order for the exclusion of the Ananda Bazar 
Patriica from the Mainamati Survey School or the hostels attached to 
the school? 

Thf Hoffi*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As far as I am aware, there is no such restrictive order. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Tour of Subdivisional Officers. 

253. Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: {a) AVill the non’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he jdeahed to state — 

(?) whether then* is any rule or instruction laying down the 
number of days in a month I he Subtlivivsional Officers are 
permitted to be on tour; and 

(//) what arrangements are made in their absence for the disposal 
of ready case?^ at the hcudtjuarters' (’ourt? 

(h) Will the llon’bh' Minister be jdeused to state for the month of 
January last — 

(O how many (hns the Subilivisional Officer of Feni (Noakhah) 
w’as out ; 

(/?) how' many days was he in office; and 
(iii) the nature of the w’orks done by him during the period? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT; (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja '8ir Nazimuddin) : No. There are orders in force however 

which prescribe that they shall not be on tour for less than MO days in 

a year. 

(ii) The Second Officers remain in charge and so far as is possible 
oases ready for trial are transferred to Magistrates competent to try 
them. 

(b) (i) 12 days. 

(n) 12 da vs. 

(itf > The normal duties of a Subdivisional Officer to which was added 
a special and successful effort in “ural reconstruction. 
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Mr. FROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With reterenoi^ to annw^r 
(a) IT), sometimes the Suhdi visional Officers are seen to preside over 
public) meetings, prize-giving meeting^, eto. Are they paid from 
public revenues for those tours? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. Whether they 
are distributing prizes or going to the dinners of another gentleman is 
quite a separate question. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to tell us what is the nature of rural re<onst ruction work 
done by the Subdivisional Officer in the month of .lanuar\. nt.JJty 

Tha Hoffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 (an read out the 
detailed work done by the Subdivisional Officer during the month of 
January, ]9d9. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have ]>a8sed over that question, but in view 
of tlie fact that tlie Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin is willing to answer the^* 
question, I am ])n*pared as a special case to waive the rule. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: What is the natuie o) rural 
recoiistruf tioii work on which the Subdn isiomil Officer was engag(*d in 
the month of .)aiiiiar\, 19;{9!^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

fith Janufin/ — To Xoakhali toi meeting l)iNtri«t Magistrati^ lor 
important ( onsultatnuis. Hack to headipiartei s after per- 
forming tile opening cenunonv of the ncwlv cstaldished 
Ataturk High School at Daganbliuiya rn route, 

Sth — To l)aganbliui> a and luu k in connection with the almve 
school and rural reconstitution woik. 

7/^/,__To l^athanagar and liack for in.spection ol union fioard and 
(•(mstrmtion of Hathannagar inauth b\ ^*(»luntary lalwur 
of the local people. * 

MK Speaker: He dill not ask that question, He simply asked^ 
what was the nature of the rural rccon.stnu tion work. It is no use • 
reading that. 

Mr. SASANKA*SEKHAR SANYAL: If the Hon’ble Minister in 
permitted to read, Hiere w'ill be no^necessit v *foF many supi»lefiientary 
quq^tion.s. * 



• QUESTIONS. [22wd Jotb, 

' Mr. SPEAKER: You may say what is the nature of the rural 
reconstruction work. 

TN Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: through his actmties 
rural reconstruction work was done to the value of Rs. 11,231 by 
voluntary labour in thana Feni, of 5,637 in Ghopal and of Rs. 16,128 
in thana Chhagalnaiya, Altogether a grand total of Rs. 34,968 
worth of earthwork was done practically by voluntary labour. There 
has also been anti-thumb impression campaign. A number of illite- 
rates learnt how to sign their nam.?8 as the result of the Anti-Thumb 
Impression Camj)aign during the Rural Reconstruction Fortnight 
inaugurated in February last. The following works have also been 
done in the interests of rural welfare: — 

(i) One high school named Ataturk High School, established at 
Daganbhuiyu under Udnijpur Union of Feni thana. 

(/i) One miildle English scliool established at Joynarayanpur 
under Rajapur Union. 

(Hi) One village charitable dispensary under Pathannagar Union 
of thana Chhagalnaiya. Another dispensary under Para- 
suram Union is now under construction. 

(iv) Hundred and one tube-wells sunk under different unions of 
the subdivision out of Government grants and local contri- 
butions. This is exclusive of the tube-wells (over 75) sunk 
by .the District Board ol Noakhali, separately out of its own 
grants. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Were all these done in the month 
of January? 

Th# Hon’bl# Khwtjt 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. These were all done 
during the course of the year. 


Dr. nXlINAKSHA SANYAL: The question was about January. 

Th. Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Some of these were done 

in the month of January. * 

’ (r) Five til faults have been made under Feni, Mahamaya, Ghopal, 

Rajapur and Mirzanagar Unions. The Feni Idgah named 
Milan Maidan wi^ constructed by about 40,000 people 
from all over the subdivision. 

(vi) Nine khah have been re-excavated under Radhanagar, GhopiU 
Mahamaya, PathannagtU* and Sonagaii 'Unions. 
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(w) A number of tanks re»excavated and considerable volume oIp 
jungle-cleariug done throughout the subdivision. 

(viii) Several model village schemes energetically pushed 
through. • 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister ba 
pleased to tell us it it is a fact that in the month of January during the 
construction of Idgah in the town of Feui leaflets were distributed excit- 
ing coramuBal passion ? 

• 

Tht Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: T strongly repudiate th# 
suggestion. The work was done in which the co-oi>eration of both 
Hindus and Mussalinans was obtained. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the construction of Idgah in the town of 
Feni is deiMiied to l>e rural reconstruction vrork!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are digressing yourself from the question. 
You are really getting excited. ' 

Tha HOfl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: May 1 answer that ques- 
tion? In a subdivision where more than 80 per cent, of the popula* 
tion are Mussalinans, if facilities are provided for their rejigioua 
observance, I ('onsider them as work of rural reconstrucfion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to tell us whether leaflets exciting communal pu.ssion were 
distributed in the month of January resulting in communal riot in {he 
district of Noakhali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That questi<ui does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATH A RANdAN THAKUR: With reference u> 
answer (a), will the Hon’ble Miiyster be pleased to t^l us whether the 
Subdivisional Officers are pai»l for all the tours they make during these 

days?. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

• • • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Mini^r be 
pleased to state, with reference to bis last an^wiyr, if the Subilivisional 
Ofl^oers and otb^r district Officers kav« been given instructions to see 
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4o the proper performance of religious ceremonies both in the areas 
where Hindus predominate as well as in areas where Mussalmans 
predominate ? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The essence of Oovern. 
jnent instructions is that we treat both communities equally. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any single instance in which ftny Gk>vern- 
ment official and, particularly, a Sijbdivisional Officer, has helped in the 
construction of a temple for the Hindus? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; There have been 
numerous occasions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will >ou kindly name one.^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe that something 
of the kind has l>een done in Feni itself, but 1 cannot exactly name the 
• thing at the present moment. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these officers are given ins1ructi(ms on religious sub- 
jects such as Theologs l>efore they go into the mutassal to give religious 
instruction? ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Purpose of Registrar of Co-operative Societies* visit at Bogra. 

254. Khan Bahadur Dr. SYED MUHAMMAD SIDDIQUE: (a 

]s the TTon'ble Minister in charge of the Co-opeiative thedit ant 
Ilural Indelitedness Department aware that the Registrar — 

(/) visited Rogra on 28th May, lb89, at 7-39 p.m.; and 
(n) left the place at 11-45 p.m. on the same day after a halt o 
4J hours? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the nature of work done by him in such a short time on i 

’ Sunday after office hours ; and 

(if) whether th^ are any Government directions in connectio 
with tours of this offioer^^ 
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MINlftTER in oharg* of tho CIMIPERATIVE CREDIT mi# 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. 
Mufcumia Bohory Mullick): (a) Yes. 

(6) (t) He discusstfd programme of new organigatione and distribu- 
tion of crop loans with the local officers and the Secretary, Bogra Central 
Bank. 

(u) No. 


t 

Hooghly Central Co-apef«Vve Bank Fraud Case. 

254A. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: (<i) Will Hie 
Hon’ble Minister in rharj^e of tlie Co-operative Credit Department be 
pleased to state whether any eucjuiry luis been made into tin* allejfu- 
tions contained in the confessional stateiiH‘nt of Habu Satyadayal Basil, 
during: the trial of the IToojrhly Central Co-operative l^ank Fraud Case 
ag'ainst certain officers of the Co-operative Department!' 

{h) If 80 , with what result? 

{(') If no iiKjuiry ha^ been made, what are tlie n^a^ons? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: {a) 

ih) Xo dereliction of duty or flislionesty was (vstaldi'^luMl against 
any of the departmental otfifers. 

(c) Docs not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refereme to answer (a) 
*‘Yes,” will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the naines of the 
officers against whom references were made b\ Habu Sutyudayal Basu 
and the nature of the cfuuiilaints mafle bi liim ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The (|ues. 

tiou (<n itself refers to the alle^'-atioiis made ajrainsl the offh’er, and it 
asks whether they were or were not em|uired into. I submit this ques- 
tion doe.s not therefore arise. • ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Jhe question is, who were^tbe 
officers referred to by Babu Saryadaval fiasu and what were the allega- 
tions? My point is that here the question the property of tho 
House. 



M QUBSTIONS. [22nd 3vjf% 

^ Mr# iPiAKERs But for tli« time be ng, when the Hon' bfe Kiaister 
is replying it is within my jurisdiction. 

The question is whether those allegations were enquired into, and 
it asks whether those allegations were made agaipst certain officers, and 
you say, “Yes.” He wants further to know the names of the officers. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I would 
not disclose the name of the officer in the public interest. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of th^ <fffices these officers held P 

The Hon'bid Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The Inspec- 
tor of Co-operative Societies, Hooghly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that the only officer? 

Th« Hon’bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
'pleased to look at the question where certain officers have been men- 
tioned and in the answer he says, “Yes“ P May I take it 

Mr. 0. MILLAR; Is cross-examination f>ennitted in a question, 
SirP 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am afraid. Dr. Sanyal, I should at this stage 
intervene because wlien a statement is brought (mt which might be the 
subject matter of a criminal investigation, it is not desirable from the 
parliamentary point of view to meiitir)ii any name. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The right of questioning is one of 
the most valuable rights given in a parliamentary form of government, 
particularly where the British model is followed; and I am surprised 
that a Britisher tries to restrict such a privilege. 

Mr. 8PEAKEP. I have not crosH'»d the .sea, but I think that if 
England has followed that practice, it has been entirely wrong. It is 
in consonance with sound sense that here in our Parliament we should 
not at least bring in such things which might be the subject matter of 
a criminal investigation. 

'0r, NALINAKtHA SANVXli Will the Hon’bk Ministor h* 
piMeed to state the nature of the allegations brought against that 
officer? c 
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fiM Noii’ble Mr. MUKUNDA lEHARY MULLIOKl Alle^atiou 

Wtfre made by the accused in his statement, ^ 

SPEAKERS What is the nature of the allegations made in the 
form of a statement? • 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK; One of. the 

officers was an idler and did not pay proper attention to his duties. 

Df. NAii.lNAK8HA 8ANYAL. A\"ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if dlsbone.sty was oye of the allegations refeired to? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How d(»es that ari.se? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Itec •a Use his reply (^) says that 
no dereliction of duty or dishonest\ was established. 

Sir, I submit that I would not have any necessity of asking further 
supplementaries if the Hon’ble Minister gave a full and complete reply 
to the House and did not try to suppress facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, this was^* 
enquired into, but so far us the allegations were concerned, I have 
given in general what the nature of the allegations was; and if in read- 
ing this it means dishonesty, it may he there, but it is nothing but a 
mere inference. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hl^ Minister be 
pleased to state who enquired into these allegations and who were the 
officer or officers concerned that came to the conclusion us referred to 
in answer (b)? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: The Assist^ 
ant Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Burdwan Division^ enquired* 
into the allegations and later on submitted a report, which waa sub- 
sequently examined by the Deputy Registrar. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in the cours<^ of that fraud case^he name of that 
Assistant Registrar, Burdwan Division, was mentioned? 

Mfr. SPEAKER: That question (foes not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Sir, my submission is that it does 
in this sense that he was one of ihoss ireiy* officers who were in ihe 
position of the accused when he was asked to investigate and Govern- 
ment took their decision on his report. 
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flirt SPEAKER; Dr. Sauyal, I have very carefully conaidered tLe 
fuatter, and I can anNure you that the form in which this question ouglit 
to have been admitted gave me a great deal of anxiety after which I 
admitted it. But I am perfectly clear in my own mind what is relevant 
and what i.s not. I do not think this question is relevant. 

Dfa NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I do not question your ruling, Sir. 

I submit that you will kindly help the House in carrjdng on a run- 
ning examination of the affairs of Government which is the very purpose 
of our questions. We do not put que.stions for ^curiosity^s sake. If 
you read Handd Lasky’s 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not prepared to take Harold Ija8k\'’s obiter 
du’liun in the matter. 1 have got my common sense and I exercise it. 
Had Mr. Harold Lusky come to India, J am .sure, he would have taken 
a quite different view. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I submit to >our ruling, Sir, that 
for a slave race like us we should have a different parliamentary prac- 
• tice. Thank vou. Sir. 


Mr. A. Halim, Inspeotor of Co-operative Societies. 

23S. Mr. . DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERdl: {a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
* Indebtedness Department aware that Mr. A. Halim, the then Inspector 
of Co-operative Societies, was in charge at the same lime of the Hooghly 
Central Co-operative Bank as well as of the Chatra and Chatra-Seram- 
pore Co-operative So<-ieties? 

(6) If the answer to («) is in the aftirmati\e, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleu.sed to state for what peim)d or periods he held charge 
as aforesaid.^ 

(c) Is 'the Hon'ble Minister also aware — 

(») that the raid Inspector was iu- charge of the audit of the said 
Bank for the three years 1930-81, 1931-32 and Ist July. 
1932, to 30th June, 1933; . . 

^ {it) that facsimile signature stamp was used by him in verification 
.slips issued to dcqiositors of the said bank duriug audit ; and 
that Satyadayal Ba^u, implicated the said Inspector in the 
confessional statement during the triql of the Hooghly 
Centra] Co-pperative Bank fraud case.*' 
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(4) If the answer to (c) {iti) is in the affinnative, will the Hon^hle^ 
Minister be pleased to state — , • 

(t) whether any enquiry was made into the matter; and 

(«) if 80 , with what result? 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Minister also aware — 

(0 that in the cash-book of the Hooghly (\*ntral (\>-operutive Bank 
on the ex])euditure side there is an entry on iMtli (or 23rd^ 
May, 1933, of Hs. 3.(>30 cash and Ks. 3dMM) hv ehe<|ue 
((demand draft) having been sent to the Bengal Provincial 
Co-operative Bank, withoul %ny corresponding entry for the 
cheque of Us. 3,000 (»n the receipt side ; and 

(ii) that the trying Judge in the se.ssioiis case (Emperor vjt. J. P. 
Basu, S. 1). Basu and Indu B. Baiierjee, 1937, at HooghlyV 
made reference to this omi.ssion in his charge to the jury? 

{/} Did the Co-op(‘rative Inspector check and audit these entries and 
detect the discrepancy? 

{//} If the answer to i/) is in the athrmative, will the llou’ble 
Minister be jileas(‘d to state — 

(ii whether it wa> incorporated in bis audit rejMJit ; and 

(n) if so, M’hat action, if aii\ , was taken on (hut report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKi (a) and (hV 

Maulvj A. Halim held the coml»ined charge of the Hooghly Ontral 
Co-operative Bank and the Seram pore (’inde for a short period from. 
May, 1933, to llith Augu.st, 1933. 

(c) {t} He was in charge of the audit of the Hooghly Centiul Bank 
only from 1931 to 1933. 

(ti) He issued verification slips over his facsimile signature to the 
depositors of the Hooghly Central Bunk for (he purpose of audit. 

(tii) Satyadayal Basu made allegations against Maulvi A. HaHiu and 
many other Co-operative officers who were stationed at Hooghly or 
Seram pore. • ^ 

• (d) An enquiry was held and it was found that the allegations were 
false rfnd 'malicious made with a view to exonerating his brother and 
co-accused Babu Jagadish Prosad Basu, ex-Secretary of the Hooghly 
Central Bank. 

(c) (i) From an examination of the cas1iAKK)k of the Hooghly Centrifl 
• Bank it appears that •on the 24th May, 19*13 a sum of Rs. 6,000 in casb 
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«nd draft was remitted to the Provincial Bank. There was po entry of 
^ABy cheque of Rs. 3,000 on that date on the receipt side. 

(n) Tea. 

(/) and {g) The Ijispector checked the entry of remittance of 
Rs. 6,000 to the Provincial Bank. But as tht Central Bank did not 
maintain any register of cheques in spite of audit objections, it was not 
possible for him to detect any discrepancy in respect of receipt and 
encashment of cheques. He made an observation to this effect in his 
Audit note. 

As a result of the Inspector’s observation iq the audit note, the 
Assistant Registrar passed aud^ coders on the bank to open a cheque 
register. The bank subsequently opened a cheque register. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Formation of trade unions. 

*Sie. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : {( 1 ) Has the atten- 
tion of the Hon’lde Minister in charge of the (’oinnieree and Labour 
Department been drawn to the declaration made on page 17 in ‘‘A 
resume of the Bengal (Government's a<*tivitieh si me April, 1H37”, pub- 
lished in August, 1938, that “(Government have decided to promote and 
to encourage the formation of trade unitms, etc.’’?' 

(b) If tb(» answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to pro- 
mote or encourage the formation of trade unions, during 1938 - 39 ? 

(r) If no step bus l)een taken as yet, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps do the Government contemplate taking to 
pn)mote and eucouruge the formation of trade unions? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy); {a) Yes. 

(ft) a%\d {(') I have attempted to promote and encourage the forma- 
tion of trade unions in various ways. I have advised the labourers on 
All possible occasions to organise theni.selves into trade unions and to 
rely on collective bargaining rather than on individual representations. 
1 have been impressing upon tile employers that even in their own 
interests and in the interests of industrial peace they should give recog- 
nition to trade unions properly constituted and should treat such trade 
unions and their office-bearers with consideration. I have given prac- 
tical recognition to constitutional trade unions, and I receive deputa- 
tions and representations from such trade unions, and 1 endeavour to 
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redreoa their ftrrievances aod ^ret the employers to meet their wishes 
as far as possible. I give preferenee to representations rei*eived through 
constitutional trade unions over representations received from 
individuals wlio are not members of any trade union ami I advise every 
labourer to Wome a ^neniber of a trade union. The otfieers of the 
Labour Department who Imve been appointed conciliators are luediat* 
ing and are always jjrepared to mediate in any trade disputes to which 
constitutional trade unions are a party. They an* making every effort 
to get the employers to recognise such trade unions. I aui endeavouring 
to secure ffom the employers special facilities for recognised trade 
unions and their meibbers. I am fij^ming nib‘s f(»r recognition of trade 
unions by Government ami 1 am assisting the employers 
and I am ready t(» assist any emp]o\er to frame rules under 
which trade unions may he recognised. I am prepanal to nM-ngnise 
trade unions that apply to me for recognition if they conform 
to certain standards. AV ithout formal recognition having been given 
to any trade union in the ahsence of any rules. 1 have given llieni 
practical recognition h\ faking action on their grievances and hv deal- 
ing with theii- office-bearers aiid receiving deputations from such trade 
unions. 


Short-notioe quMtion. 

Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: Ma> 1 cmiuire. Sii. ul.etber the 
Hon hie Minister in charge of the f'ommerce Department will la* plcuseil 
to give .111 iins\U'r to the short-notice ijnestion that 1 juit in on Tuesilay 
last on faila in the Hast India date Assoriation * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I could not exactly 
follow the lioiiourahle meinhei. Did he that hr* put in u ijUt^Htion? 

Babu NACENORA NATH SEN: Yes. .sii 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 have not >et rereived 
it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Tin* question vn*s n*ganling the 
Hon ’hie Minister’s interview wirti the Hast India Jute Assraiution or 
^he Board of Control. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid our department will have to take 
reaponsihility in the matter. I understand that owing to some unfor- 
tunate cirCuinstauc*es the question was Aiimiaid and could not 1>« tnicfHj 
for long. However^ we will take iiiiiuediate stepa in the matter. I am 
very sorry, hut that is u fact which I have to adtoiit. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lenders Bill, 1939. 

« 

Clause 39. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have 
fot a new ainendnieut to claune 39. This has been circulated to us 
mly to-day. Will not the Hon’ble Minister move it formally? 

e 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es. 1 am just asking him to do so. 

Mr. Sulirawardy, it is not for me to make an\ suggestion, but it 
leems to me tliat you are making the officer of u body corporate 
■esponsible in clause 39. Are not you ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The officer who is 
;nowingly and wilfully a party — only that othc<*r. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But if instead of being 
esponsible for ihe act he is sim])ly a j»art\, will lu" then be liable? 


Mr. SPEAKER: We will take up that matter after evening. In 
he mean time, we C4in proceed with clause 41. 


(louse 41. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sn. claus<^ 41 iiuor- 
mrates certain other matters which during discussions on the floor of 
his House croi)j>ed up. and for which rules ■will have to be framed. 
'herefoiH', 1 beg tt) im»ve, Sir, that, in clauM<» 41(1?) — 

(7) Wfure subH'laus4" the following be inserted — 

“ “(«/) the conditions referred to in the proviso to section 2A;” 

{2) in sub-clattse {hh) for the wofds “the Provincial Registrar” 
the words “a Competent Court or by a Registrar,” 
substituted, and " * ► 

(»3) after strb-clause (/) the following In* inserted : — 

“(/a) the form in'-^w'hich information shall be supplied to an 
assignee under clause (h) of sub-section (7) of section 
25;* 
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* {lb) the form in which notice §hall be given by the plaintiff 
to the defendant under 8ul>>clau8e (it) of clause (a) of 
sub-section (1) of section t‘13, and by the decree-holder 
to the judgment-debtor under sub-section (ii) of that 
section 

lieve, Sir, that this covers all the new clauses that have been put 

Mr. DIfIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Hpeaker, Sir, with 

respect to * 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will (liaM (ho lloii'ble Minister's atttuition to 
that point later on. Is it ab(»ut what you spoke to me yesterday? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Not that. Sir. In clause 13 
now leiiumbered as claus(‘ Hi under sub-<-lause (•}> it lias been laid 
down that a competent court sliall receive applications for revision. 1 
think, Sir, that a fet‘ sliould be jirescribed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at Is a inattiT which we will tak(‘ up later on. 
For the time being, 1 shall put the aiaendment of the Hon’ble • 
Mr. SuhruManl} t(» vote I hojic there is no objection to this. 

The motion of the llon’bh* Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that, in clause 

(J) beiore Nub-clau>c (a) tlie following Im- inserted — 

"(aJ) tile conditions letcrrcd to in the proviso tu section 2A;’* 

(2) in sub-clause (hh) for the words “the Provincial Registrar” 

the words “a ('omj>«*tent Court or b^ a Registrar, ” be * 
substituted, and 

(J) after sub-claiist- (/) the following be inserted ; — 

"{la} the form in whicii information shall be supplied to an • 
assignee under clause (h) of sub-H4*ction (7) of section 
26 ; 

{lb) the form in which notice shall be given by tht^ plaintiff 
to the defendant umler sub-clause (n) of clauw? («) of 
sub-sc*ction (7) section 33, and# by the decrei?- 
holder to the judgment-debtor under suli-seciion (2) 
of that section;” wa* then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are one or two points to which I should 
liko to draw the attention of the Hon'ble Mr. Suhraw^ardy at this stage, 
so that as soon as possible he might tntke partic^ular note of thaf. 
First of all, 1 will twke up clause 4 of the printed list which 1 gava 
him yesterday. • • 
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t 1 am thankful to Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta for drawing my atten- 
tion to »orne of the point«, and I have gone through the matter myself. 
What strikes me is that certain changes are necessary. For instance, 
in clause 4, section 14 is mentioned. That is a printing mistake. 
When this Bill was drafted, one section was referred to and now two 
sections are referred to. In view' of that, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhraw'ardy 
will consider whether any change is necessary in clause 4. In the 
printed sheet, these sections are Iti and 19. Then you will be able to 
find out whether a consequential change will be necessary. Similarly 
in clause 5, Mr. Suhruwardy, you will have to consider whfther it will 
be ru'cessary to incor]K)rate the oyier sections alsh. 

Then there is one other point wdiich you will please consider. In 
sub-section (7) of s4H*tion lt>, it is stated that sections 4, «*> and 12 of 
the Indian Limitation Act shall appl\ (o all appeals and applications 
for revision. When this Hill was drafted, revision W'as possible tuily 
by the Provincial Registrar. Now, \ou have changed it to ‘’the 
Competent Court”. You will consider wdiethei, in view' of this, it is 
necessary to a])ply tin* provisions <»f sections 4, d and 12 of the Indian 
Limitation Act and whether an\ cons«Mjuential cliatige is necessary on 
that account. 

The third point is about s«‘ction 17. You will find tow arils the 
last Imt one line that aft(‘r the Sub-Registrar cancels a licence, the 
provisions of clause (//) of sub-s<*etion (.2) and ot sub-section (.!?) of 
section l(i shall aiq»l\ . l> it not desirable foi >tin cdu.^itlei whether 
tlu" provisions of other snb-.sectioiis 'of that section shall ajijilN or not ^ 

Miulvi Muhammad israil: Sir, tluMc have been some 

omissions in stib-section ("J-/} ot section 2. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am coming \u that. 1 have not taken up that 
point \et. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, in claus 4 ‘ 24 proi)ahly the draft will have 
to he slightly changed. Instead of “shall he written the same in 
BiMigali,” It should he “the same shall he written in Bengali.” 

As regards siih-section {(*) of .section Iti, it may he pointed out that 
this section wa,s originalf^ drafteil ^on the basis that a decision on 
revision was to he considered h\ the Provincial Registrar. Now that 
was why it w'us desired to have the procedure to he followed by the 
Provincial Registrar or by a Registrar in proceedings under this section 
to Ih* in aceowlani’e with rules ]>rescrihed under this section. Now, 
the Provincial Registrar has l>een done awa\ with. Therefore, it is 
prohahly ilesirable to cons«k»r whether "the Provincial Registrar” 
should at all l>e tliere. Instead of that, I thinks it should be “Com- 
petent Court.” 
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These* are some of the things which the Hou’ble Minister shoul^ 
consider. 

Mttllvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Sir, there is an imiissiun in sub- 
section {24} of s<*ction 2 in the new printed Bill, namely, “suit to 
which this Act applies means any suit or proceeding — the words *‘or 
proceeding” have been dropped. 

Th0 Hon’bid Mr, H, 8, 8UHRAWARDY, Yes, that i« an import- 
ant omission. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: t think that ^^as droj^ped hy the 
House. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: N(». that was not chopped hy the 
House. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sii, there are certain 
eirors that have ciojcimmI up in tins jointed Imok. W’e nlmll point them 
out to you. 

I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I tliink. It \\ill lie lH*tt<‘r if thebe' are c'onsolidated. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The best tiong uould he to 

add at the end a < iaii'^e •^a\ 1 ng “error^ and omissiou'' excepted”! 

• 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, nun 1 point out. 
that tlie items which U)U lone ln*en kind enough to point out are 
really consecjiuMit ial aniendnient-< So, would you like* thein to he 
pointed out on the floor of tin* HouM^y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With n‘gard to amendment No. 

133GAi/>, I would suggest that the court * 

Y* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am nf»t taking up that amendment just now. 
i am taking up clauses 28 and now. There is onl^ one comprehen- 
sive amendment of the Hondde Mr. Suhrawardy on clause 29. Can 
we take that up first y 

• (’laujfe 2j.^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: §ir, we had better take 

up section 28 first. « 
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, Mr. SPEAKER: All right, have you got any amendment *00 clause 

2SY 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. 8UHRAWARDY: Np, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I think, the new amendment 
No. 38 on claus(‘ was moved and accepted — that i.s only a drafting 
improvement. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you jenieiiiW, Mr. .^iuhrawardy, that so 
far as claiisr 28 is conrerned thofe is one uinendnieiit that was carried. 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. .8ir 

Mr. DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: 1 heir to move that clause 
28(/)(//) be omitted. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I he^^ t-o move that in clause 
28(/)(fO, line 4, the uord.'^ "one and hall" be 'substituted tor the word 
' “Twice.” 

I beg to move that in clause 28( /)(</), line 4, the words "one and 
three-fourths” be substituted for the word “Twice.” 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I be^ to move 

* Mr.. BREAKER: Mr. lla.su. this amendment u exactly the same 
as the (iovernnient aiuendiuent uhich has been carried; s<.) it does not 
ari.se. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : I beg to move — — 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: sii, this amendment 
dm‘s not 4 »r»'i.se. Prolmbly Mr. Khatian does not know that the Govern- 
ment amendment which has been carried nuiders it unneoes.sarv, and 
which runs to this effect: — .. on account of interest outstanding 
on the date up to whitdi such liability is c<omputed. a sum greater than 
the principid out.standing on such date.” 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Khaitan, your amendment does not ari.se. 

4 . • * 

Mr. DEBI RR08AD KHAITAN: Yes. Sir. V quite see. I waa 
not present at the tiihe the Government amendment was passed. 
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Mwilvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: 1 be^r to move that in clause 

2S{l){h}, in line 1, the word “half" he iu8erte<l after the word ‘*than.’' 

I beg to move that in clause 2H{J)(h), in line I, the word “three- 
fourths" be inserted after tlie word “than." 

I beg to move that in cliiii>e “JHt/ > (r) (/ ), in line 1, the word “four- 
• half" be substituted for tlie word “ten." 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: 1 beg to move that in clause 28(/)(r)t/), line 
1, for the ^ords ‘‘ten per centum" the word.s “live pei centum more 
than iKiiik rate on the date of traiisactuin" he .suh^iituted. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: 1 heg to mo\e that in clause 
28{/Mr)(#) for the word “ten" the words “.Ne\en and a ludt" he 
8uh>titute<l. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I heg to im>\e that in clause 
28t / M c ) t / I, line 1 . foi tlic uokI “ten" the uoitl “nine" he .suhst ituted. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN. 1 lieg to tnove that in clause 
2S{l\{r){i) tor the w<U(l “ten," the word “twelve" he substituted 

Mr. SHAHEDALi : 1 heg lo tno'e that in clause 2S(/MrMo), 

line 1. lot the uoid- “ei;^hi pel lentuiu" the v\nrds “lu<» pel leiitum 
mole than luink late on the date of transaction’ he suhstiluted. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 h<*g to inovejhai m clause 
‘J8( / ) u ) ^ . line 1. the word “tliiee" he substituted i<,i the wonl 
“eight." 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I lieg to nnoe that -n clause 
28(7 Hr )(//), toF the word “eight" the void “five" he ^nltNtituled. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; 1 heg to move that in clause 
28<7'trM//). foi tin' word “eight" tlie word “si\’ he -uh-t itutcMi. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: I heg to move that in clause 
28 (/hc M//), line 1, for the worc^ “eight" ‘the woids^' seven and half” 
be substituted. 

* ^ . • 

Mr. DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: I heg to move tLit in clause^ 

28(iMr)(ii), for the word “eight," the word “nine" he suhstituted. 

I heg Jto move tlmt in (lause 28, .Huh-clause {/). in lines 14-17, tlie 
words “whether such loan wa.s advanced *)r such amount was paid or 
• such decree was paftised or such interest accrued before or after the 

commencement of this Act" be omitted. 

* . 
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Mr. 4ATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg to move that after clause 
)(//)» the following be addetl, namely — 

“(///) Uwin in respect of which compound interest has been agreed 
upon at 8 per cent, per annum with kalf-yearlv rests.” 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I beg to move tluit after clause 
28(/)(c)(// ), tbe following be added, namely: — 

“(///) loans ill respect of which compound interest has been ncrreed 

upon, eight per (eiitum compound with annual rests 

« 

« 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: 1 beg to move that clause 28('2) be 
omitted. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I beg to move that in clause 
28 (/) {(') (/), line 1, for the word “ten” the words “nine and one 
quarter" be substituteil. 

1 also be^i to move that in « lause 28 (/) '<•) m), line 1, for the word 
“eig-lit" the words “six ami one quaHer" be substituted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 might call the numbers of the amendments 
that have been moved. Thes are as follows: — 

Xos. .‘t!) and 40 of the new li«^t. 8-ji, 8d(*, S.»7. ST4. 87o. S7S. S70, 
881). 882, 880, 02b, 02fi, 928, 929, 900. 907, 1001, 1002, 

1007. 

If an\ honourable member want** In speak on tlie amendments, he 
can do .so now. 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Sir, 1 shall speak on all the 
auiend merit.** tliat I have moved. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would it not be (X)uvenient if 
members take iq) sub-claust^ by sub-clause*' Otherwise, there will be 
confusion. If Kbaitan speaks vkOIi alnnit the rates and almut 
damdupat at the same time, I am afraid that he may make confusioq. 

, Mr. 8PEAKER: There will be no confus^. I am quite certain 
that he will not make any tMuifusion. 

* « ‘ 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: So far a» I am (y)ncerned, I 
would like to detil wifh the whole section at one time. 
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Til® amendments that I hsTe had the honour to move on clauae 28* 
of the Bill affect firstly sub-clause l(o) of that clause. This sub-clauae 
as it stands in the Bill reads like this: — 

“any sum in respe(*t of primujail and interest which to^rether with 
any amount already paid or included in any decree in respect 
of a loan exceeds twice the principal of the original hmn.” 

There is no doubt that the ]>rincipal that has been included in this 
sub-clause is based on the rule that is usually known as tlamtlupai . 

It is also well kndwn that tlie prijicij»le (»f damdupat applies to the 
amount of interest due at the date alien the amount is ^roin^ to ll»e 
realised. It does not take into account merest alreatly jiaid before 
the date when realiNUtion «d ihe princijuil is expei-ied to take place. 
Sir, this last princijile which is always altaidied to tlie rule of damdupat 
is a very sound one. Let us assume, Sir, that there has been an 
account jiendiii^ tor thirty years at o per cent, simple rate ot interest 
and the debtor has re^»^ularl\ and emit inu(msl\ jiaid inlerevt at the rate 
of o per cent, over the whole period <d dtt \eais that tlu* loan has lM*en 
outsiandiniir. Sir, can il be l ontended that the rale ol interest at o per 
cent, has been extortionate or in an\ wa\ too hea\ y toi the borrower 
to lieur the burih*n ol I have not the slightest doubt tiiai every 

memtber ot this House will a^'T'c’e with me that a loan iriven at the rate 

ot ’) per cent, interest is a v(*rv (onveinent rate tor the borrower to pay. 
But what would b(» the r<*sult li this sub-idause is enacted into law If 
tlie borrower has pai<i Hs. loti dunnj^ the cmirse ol d(l years aj^ainst the 
loan ol Rs. 10(1, the lender vs ill not be aible to recover mofie than Its. 50 

against his pnm ipal lor it says, “an\ sum in respent ol piincit>al and 

interest whiih tofrether with aiiv amount already paid or imluded in 
any decree in resjieit ol a loan exceeds twice the principle of the 
orityinal loan.’’ Let iis cariv the arj 4 :ument further. SujijioHint^ a loan 
has been advancsol at the rate ot 7 per cent, interest and has been 
outstanding foi 00 vears. the whole amount ol interest is not only 
wiped out, but the whole principal is also wiped out and the lender 
cannot recover anythinjr Irom the borrower either on account of principal 
or int 4 ‘rest. Sir, 1 c«»mmend lor the consideration ol this Hmise as to 
whether this jiosition is either lo^cal or eijuitable or whethei'lhe sub- 
clause is one which this House should pasrt and enact into law. The 
deletion of suHi-clau-e u/) will nieati that on acKiunt ofVxistence of .sub- 
c\^use (6) which says “on aicounl ol interest a sum K-reater than the 
principal 'ol the loan <iutstandinjr on the date up to which suc h liability 
is computed * the real ||lle ol damdufutt will come into play. It will 
only [irovide that, so far as the arrears of interest are concerned, the 
lender will not be aJble to recover froin^^h^ jioirow'er a sum jrrenter thap 
the principal outstanding on the date ol tlie rec-overv . 1 will not say 

• anything? more on that sub-clause because the reasons that 1 have jriven 
should Ih* obvious tfv everybody. , 
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• The next amendments that I have moved are albout tfie rates of 
interest, namely, that for unsecured loans the rate of interest should 
Ibe 12 per cent, and for secured loans the rate of interest should !>e 9 
per cent, as ag'ainst 10 and 8 provided in the pill. The chief reasons 
why I have moved these amendments are firstly the opinion expressed 
by the Reserve Bank and secondly the rates of interest that have been 
passed in the adjoininpf province of Bihar. As everybody knows, the 
province of Bihar has adopted the rates of 12 per cent, for unsecured 
loans and 9 j»pr cent, for secured loans. It is not desirable either in 
the interests of the lender or in the interests of the borrower that here 
in Beilin] we should prescribe .substantially lower rates of intere.st for 
loan transactirnis, because the result may that money may flow from 
Benp^al into Bihar f(»r the purpose of lendin^r. It is not desirable. Sir, 
that money sliould be allowed to flow through tlie medium of a Money- 
lenders Act and be made unavailable to this province. I am one of 
those that believe that money-lending transactions must be carried on 
for the economic benefit of this province. Nobody, whether he be an 
ugriculturist or a merchant or be in any other occupation, can 
prosj>er if m(^ne^ -lendin^^^ tran.sactions are stopj)erl or made le^-' than 
what would lie possible in the normsil course of circum>tance«.. A" 
rpf^ards the ar^'umeiit of the Ib^nerve Bank. I submit, 'sii. that the 
Reserve Bank is the highest aulhorits in the bind which i an advise Us 
as to what the rates of intele^t should be iti retrard to !ii-uie> -lendin;.’’ 
transactions. The Heserve Bank has suy^^ested much higher rates ot 
interest tluni what 1 am recommendinjr to this Ilou^e. The\ have in 
fact sujj;^ested that f(»r uiisecuref] loans it on^ht to he lo per cent, and 
for secured If/ans, if I remember riyditly, tlN*\ ha\e ''Uo^e^ted 10 per 
cent, and not less, The\ tear that if the rale*, of interest are made 
less, money-lending transactions will be iraui»ht with dangers and 
es])ecially in view ot the tact that agricultui ists will need loans. The 
Reserve Hank has lendereil us the advice that tlie rate.s of interest 
should not he less than lo per cent, in the lase ot unsecured Ifuins and 
10 jH'r cent, in tlie case of secured loans, uud I ho])e. Sir. tliat the more 
modest sug^irestiuu that I have made that it ought to be 12 per cent, in 
the case of un.sccurcd loans and 9 per cent, in the case id stM ured loans 
w'ill meej^ with the wishes of my triends. 

Then, Sir, another amendment that I have moved is in regard to 
c«>mpound interest at S per cent, p^r annum with annual rests. If 
compound interest be totally alxilished. there will be no enthusiasm 
on the part of the borrower to pay interest regularly. lie will allow 
interest to go on accumulating and it is desilifclble in the interests of 
money-lending transactions at a cbea)> rate of interest that compound 
interest should be permitted. , Sir, when I was not in Calcutta during 
the course of the debate on this Bill. I read in the newsj»aj>ers that my 
friend Dr. Nalinaksjia Sanyal urged upon this tlouse the ne.^essary 
consideration that if the rates of interest are tot be kept low, it is 
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necessary that the recovery of unsecured loans should he made as easy# 
as possible. Sir, that argument has not been listened to hy this 
House, and I would therefore urge that in the interests of the borrowers 
themselves and in the interests ot smooth flow of money compound 
interovst should not altogether be abolished. If I may give one instaniv, 
we are dbjecting to comjmund interest as a whole, but so far as the 
banks are concerned they charge compound interest with monthly rests. 
The biggest bank in this vast co\intr\ of India, namely, the Imperial 
Bank of India, finds it necessary to charge compound interest w’ith 
monthly rei^s. Sir, is that ext(>rtion or i> that too hard on the 
borrowersy The borrowers willingly pay compound interest w'ith 
monthly rests lbe(*ause it suit-N hotli tfle lender and the borrower to 
adjust their accounts monthly with tire interest eahtilaied therein, and 
interest charged is tomjiound interest every month. Sin»ilarl\. if there 
are transactions outside the hanks ami iM^tweeii mone\ -lenders and 
lK)riH)wers. it is desirable tlurt tlieir accounts should he adjtisted at least 
once a y<*ar and the interest shouhl he added to the prim ipal in order 
that the accounts may lie suitahlv adjusterl and it will then he neces- 
sary that interest should he calculated on the aggregat#* of the p’lncipal 
and interest taken togetliei. Sii. with these xuhmis'.ioiis I < oinnnuid 
the amendments that 1 lia\c ninsed to the ac<eptanci‘ ut this House. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Sir. 1 heg to support the )>rnvi- 
sioiis (‘ontaimal in sertmn *JS which |»uts two limitations in resjiect of 
money-lending transactions It limit> the rate of interest hy fixing 
the niuxiniiim late at S per rent. t<»i secured loans and H) per cent, 
for unsecured loans. It turlliei le'^tncts the liahilitv ol rt»e borrower, 
that is to sa\ , the liability oi tin* borrower shall m*ver exceeil twice 
tin* pnnci])ul (d the oiiginal loan on ac«-ount of both primipal and 
interest I think these two limitations aie vei\ \ei\ material foi the 
purpose of huildiiig up a medit »\stem on a sound liasis in tlo* interests 
of the economic development of the province as a wfiole. 1 he most 
ini[)ortant of the causes that led to the agi iciilt ural indelitediiess and 
the indebtedness of the mitidh* clas-% |»eoph* of Bengal is the ilelec-live 
credit sy.stt*m of tiie countiy. The village nmhtijftns u-*i-d ti* serve as 
bankers and as a matt«*r of ta« i. the\ have s<i long sujiplied Uo* bulk 
of rural credit, the loan companies, tfie so-called hanks and I'o- 
operative credit societies which ci«me into c‘\istem'e ly a much later 
date .supplying only u small fraction c»f it. .'sir, tlie rates of interest 
charged, hv all of them have been higli^aml exorbitant and watre never 
uniform. There is no mfirket late of interest in rural ar»*aH. Hates 
vary in different villages; sometimes l•ven in tlie same village. The 
rates of ii^terest charged h\ the difterc*nt rural co-operative Hocit*ties 
are not also uniform. The* (foverniiieiit ci7 the c’ountrv apftreeiated 
•the evils from the hfgh rates of interest and in the year 1918. the 
Usurious I^mns Act was passed c*onferriug u|H»n the civil courts a 
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discretionary power to reduce the rate of interest to an equitable 
standard, but the hands of the courts were fettered because they could 
not go beyond the contract except under certain specified conditions 
as provided for in the Indian Contract Act;#Sir, this piece of legis- 
lation failed to have the desired effect and the same state of things 
continued us before. 

Sir, the economic depression commenced in the year 1930. There- 
after, the prices of agricultural commodities fell, the value of the 
landetl properties considerably decreased and the income, of the agri- 
culturists and the middle ehiss ^)e<q)le who tbfm the bulk of the 
|K»pulati(ui dwindled so much that it was scarcely sufficient even to 
meet their daily expenses, not to speak of leaving any surplus. The 
borrowers c(»uld not pay their debts; by making small payments with 
a view to save limitation the debts were anyhow kept alive, The 
borrowers frcmi the village rnahajaus are mostly agriculturists; they 
c(MiId not pay their dues in most cases. In consecjnence, there was no 
realisation (d dues and no further money-lending business b\ the 
village m/ihnjans. The same state (ff things prevails with respect to 
rural co-(»perative credit soeietie.'^ wlii<h deal with the agricultural 
population. Several (d tlie co-operative credit societies have gone into 
li(]iiidation. As a matter (d fa<*t. these societies have pract^lly little 
or no business now. The borrowers from loan companies mnd banks 
are mostly middle class people and well-to-do agriculturists. They 
also could not pay their debts. Therefore, these banks could md meet 
the demands of their depositors and sevtu’al of them have already gone 
into li<juidafi(»n ; many are in a moribund condition, and an over- 
whelming majority (d them have b«‘en comptdled or will l)e compelled 
to take shelter under section lo3 (d the Indian (\unpanies Act. The 
result is that these <Tedit instituti(ms are now practically performing 
the functi«ms (d li(|uidators. The Bengal Money-lenders Act of 1935 
was ]>assed fixing the maximum rate of interest at 15 per cent, for 
secured loans ami ‘JO per cent, for unse<ured loans, but that piece of 
legislati<ui failed to meet the growing situation in the country. The 
Agricultural Debtors A<*t was considered an immediate necessity and 
came iintt* operatiem, but the defective machinery set up for the 
settling of dis]mti»s has made the situation witrse. I'rompt settlement 
of disputes between creditors and debtors and speedy realisations are 
the most important factors with a view to achieve the object for whjeh 
the Agricultural Debtors Act ’was promulgated. Sir, at present the 
rural credit has practically disappeared and the various channels of 
supply of credji have reused to flow, and a deadiw'k has been created. 
Let me illustrate the point ^by a c(»iicrete example. I^et us say that 
the year I9JS the totaf amount of debts of a particular borrower 
was Rs. the value of his as.sets at the tinfe was Rs. 3,000; and‘ 

his animal income was Rs. (JOlt Seven <»r eight years have passed 
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by since ilepression visited the country and to-day hi» debts have^ 
swelled up to Rs. 2,000 and have g^one beyond the range of his paying 
capacity, but the value of his assets has gone down to Rs. and 

his income has fallen to Rs, 3(X> a year. In this state of atfairs the 
creditor cannot realise un»re than Rs, l,tM>0 fn>iu his debt(»r and that 
he can do by selling all his properties. Then also, the creditor is not 
getting the amount in cash. On the other hand, if his debt is scaled 
down to a limit within the paying capacits of the debtor; say. if the 
debt is reduced to Rs. 800 and the debtor is allowed facilities to pay 
the reduced .debt in instalments ranging over a period of ten years, 
then and then only c*an he tr> his chance to save his properties. Sir, 
this is really the situation in the country to-day. and this illustration 
holds g(K>d with respect t(» 00 per cent, of the debtors. Now. Sir. the 
que.stion is, what is the solution!" How to remove the deadb>cky 

Sir, my point is that unless the di*bt is scaleil down, it is useless 
to have a pie<‘e t>f legislation like this. Therefon*. the scaling down 
of debts is i»ot a mere relict in the interests of the individual 
borrowers, but it is urgently required for the purpose of removing the 
deadlock mid reviving rural credit to some e.xtent. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: N it not expecteil that the 
Hoiriile Ministei in chargi* ot the Hill should be in the Housed 

Mr. SPEAKER: All 1 i** that man is after all liuman. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tuo oi the Hon’ble Ministers are 
there to take note> f(*r the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hill. 

Mr. HAREMDRA KUMAR SUR: Tuless and until this sraling 

down of debts effected, that is to sa> . unless an adjustment t(» the 
real situation in the count r\ is effected between the creditor and the 
debtor, it is usel<»sH to talk of building iqi a healths iredit system in 
the near iuture. Sir, the question of (*rganising a credit system 
arises in our minds, if we are reall> anxious for the econoiniit deveioj)- 
menl of the jiroviiu’e as a ^^h<de; and we have found from our past 
e.\i>erience that the inordinate oi* unlimited proffteerwig motive oi the 
li^reedv and rapacious money-lenders and almost the same motive, 
Hiougli less virulent in character, ot* the managing directors or the 
Hoard of Directors of the so-called credit institutions are mainly , 
responsible for bringing about the presi'nt c*risis and economic depres- 
gion has airily precipitated the crisis. ^ ^ ^ 

Then, Sir, if we really want economic development of our countr . 

* which means our capacit) for the increase of production of our national 
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, wealth in the sphere <»f a^friculture as well as in the spherh of manu- 
facture, if we really want to introduce scientific methods and up-to- 
date appliances in the sphere of agriculture in our country for the 
purpose of increasing the production, supply^ of cheap credit is the 
most important factor. Therefore, the rate of interest exerts a great 
influence on the cost of production. The lower the rate of interest, 
the lesser w(»uhl be the cost of production. In that ca.se, Sir, our 
foreign trade will increase, inasmuch as. seTeral other countries of the 
world will have t(» depend on us for supply of their food8tuff.s and raw 
materials. Again, our large scale industries will^ be benefited, because 
they will be in a }i<»sition to puwhase raw materials available in this 
c(»untry at a lower price. So, Sir, supply of cheap facilities is most 
essential for tlie purpose of agricultural development, and for the 
develojunent nt our large seale industries as well as cottage industries. 
Tlierefore, Sir, the maximum rate ol interest should be fixed by 
legislation. It the supply of credit is more than sufficient, the rate 
must go down; but it jt is inade(juate at the present moment, the 
rate cannot go beyond *the maximum rate fixed by legislation. Sir. 
the principle accepted tor fixing the maximum rate of interest is very 
sound. 

Secomlly, Sir, the principle of fixing the liability is also very 
material. 

We have tound that in the past money-lenders were pn‘])ared to go 
to any risk provided their demand toi exorbitant rates of interest was 
agreed to, by the bort<»wers. But it tlii> Bill be jiassed into law. the 
money-lender* will take precauiioiis, and investiiKUits will be sound. 
The boiT(»w’er will think thrice before he appn>ache.s the money-lender, 
la'cause lie knows that the money-lender will no more indefinitely wait 
for him if he fails to re|»uy ihe debt within a reasonable time, and 
the borrower will try lo avoir! borrowing for unproductive purposes. 
The result will be that gradually the number of unproductive debts 
will disapjiear. Therefore, .^ir. 1 submit that the two principles 

accejited in clause are ver> sound tm the purpose of introducing a 
healthy credit s\st«'ni in the cmiutry. 

With* the.se remarks. Sir, 1 support section 28, and oppose the 
amendments. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move that 
clause 28(2) be (knitted, 

111 moving this amendment 1 wish to draw* the attention of the 
members of this House to the dangers of retrospective legi.slation. If 
K becomes known that the iB<*ngal Legislature is liable to carry retro- 
sju'ctive legislative measures in fa^^'e of the experiance of all legislative 
bodies throughout th# world since the first great law-givers, then no one 
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in Ms lawful avocations will have any security that his day-icMiay 
lawful activities may not later, throujfh no fault of his own, prove to 
have been unlawful. 

To take a single example, this (iovernmeiit a few months ago found 
it advisable to exempt small loans of up to }{<. 50 from the provisions 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act of l{t‘{5. This was done for the 
purpose of facilitating and stimulating the making of such small loans 
which are so great a necessity to the agriculturist. The beneficial 
effects of such an exemption, however, might at any time he nullified 
by retrospective legislation such as this now before the House; and 
there is nt» assuram*e t(t the h*ndcr that the small loans imule in good 
faith now, and under the em'oiiragement of the present (ioverniiient, 
w’ill not at a later date have thiN e\em]itioii withdrawn with retrospec- 
tive effect. 

The social strueUire. Sir, «b*j>end'' U])on the maintenance of the 
sanctity (d contract, ot which retrospective legislation is the negation. 

There are, however, times wloui it may 1|0 right for the law to 
search back int(» malpraetiees in the jmst The rep(»rl of tln‘ Royal 
Oonmiission on Labour in India of IHdl cited as frecjin-nt easels W'here 
one anna ]>er rui>ee per month . that is 75 jier cent. pc*r annum, and even 
one anna j>c*r rupee jier week or per cent, per annum wen* charged 

for l<»ans to the lahoui force ('ommenting on this the* ('ommission 
goes on to sa\ : — 

“To talk o1 sanetitN in eunneeticm with tin* normal ccmtraeU made 
betwc‘c*n a m(Ui*‘> -leiidei and an illitc*raie industiial vvorkc‘r is a graven 
misuse of a gooil word. The contract, in most euHc‘s, is um*cjuul and 
unfair from the start 

We in this part> , Sir. liave no desire to extend the* jirotc'clion of the 
law to uneoiiseiouable c'ontraets; and we think that in smli M|M*eial 
cases, regarded as an exception from an almoHt inviolable rule, it is 
justifiable to give ret ro‘']*e< t i ve effec t in cases where it is fir.st proved 
that. the dealings are unconseionalde. but in no other circum.stances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, — ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to k*Dow first of all bow many speakers 
want to participate in tbi.s debate, 

Baliu NACENDRA NATH SEN: I want to speak, Sir. 

* • • • 

Mr. SPEAKER:^! want to know how many speakers want to 
* speak, because I Lave to regulate the Jebate. • 
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Mr. JATINORA NATH'BASU: I too want to »ay a few words, 
Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Sir, ’TW clause ^ <47^^ move 

w WC91 wTTOnr new mronn 5ii wihuhia nrt njHi m sub-clause by 
sub-clause C^GIcri 

Sir, WT? flWtjT fro enro CTt I wmnrs motion 8TO or motion 

support we?r fro Fit i nnt fw nc»n fro *fen? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Everything. 

c 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: OT’TO fw TO nror? nn? cron nrenr? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid I cannot hclj» that. 

J would request Mr. (jupta and Mr. Hunan A!i to let me know how 

man\ inemherM will Hpt'ak from their respective .sidt^s. 

«« ' 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Four from our side. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then Speeches will have to 1 h* brief. There are 
only three points in issiu*. namely, retros[>ectivc effect . fianiflupat , an«l 
iutere.st. There is no nec<‘ssit\ cd’ a general disc\ls^ioll. 11 honourable 
members will please confine them.selves to thew* thrive points, the\ will 
be able to finish what tln‘y hav<* got to sa,\ in five i>i six minutes 
<*omfortabl\ . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ma> 1 emiuire. Sir. if the same 
member who moves a motion with regard to the rate of interest will 
be allowed to speak simultaneousl\ on the different amendments — some 
member moving -ik j>er cent., anotlon •') p<*r cent., another 7 per cent., 
and so on Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: T he amendments have all been moved. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The movers have to explain the 
jiosition, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They ha e explained the position already.^ I 
hope liouourahle members will agree that at this fag-end it is desirable 
that the debate is finished as soon as possible. 


Mr. BA8ANKA 8 EKHXr tAaV^L: Sir, ^ WfBT Mt stit 

CittBRT TOW membem fTO PtftR I (Laughter .f 
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Mr* SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot help that. I shall give you 
enough opportunity to speak during the third reading. I hope honour* 
able members will try to finish the Bill as quickly as possible and that 
the members who want' to speak will not take more than five minutes 
each. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 ri.se to oppose the 
amendments that have lieen moved b\ my triend. Mr. Khaitnn ami the 
European friend ot mine win* spoke last and to supjiort the motions that 
stand in m\ name (Xos. 8S‘J-88S and 

Mr. Khaitan ha> approached the matter from a different outlook. 
He has not looked into the matter from the outlook that the object of 
this Bill is tvvo-lold, hirst all, the object ot tluN Bill is to s<*ale down 
the debts and secondly to regulate the future money-lending transac- 
tions 11 there is a necessity lor sealing tlown dcblh. then the principle 

that is involved in section ‘^?8(/)(o) cannot but l>e supported— the 
princij)le ol dintul u ptit . I think. Sir we '-hall all agn‘e that there is a 
nece*.sit\ lor si-aling down debts So lur a" this party, to which 1 have 
the Ikuioui to bt'long. is concerned, in the eliM'lion pledge we have made 
it clear that there i- necessity for M-aling dou n debts and if this neces- 
sity is recogniM‘d, certainly the piineiple underlying ilause 
cannot but be su|)f>ortcd. The principle ot ilamtluptii is an u<*ce|»tcd 
principle and it i^ a jirinciple ol the Hindu jteriod. 'Fhe prinr ijde ol 
(ht null! put maiiilv aci'cjited when the Monev-I^'iider'i Act ol l!td*l 
was passed into law. The onl\ (juestion is that payment that was iinole 
should be taken int(» c’onsideration. In vii*w ot the urgent necessity of 
scaling down debts to a great tlegree, the que.stion of paynouit «d interest 
must be taken int^) consideration in relieving ihe debtors from the 
liability ol debt.s. Mr. Khaitan ha> illustrated his case b\ pointing 
out that a debt ma\ run for dti \ears and if t}H‘ raU* ol interest be o < 

per cent., then therv would In* iiieijuity on the crtulitor. But MupjioM*, 

for instance, the debt runs for 1(1 >ear,s and the rate of interest is dO 

per cent, per annum or suppose the rate of interest i^ ’^4 per cent, per 

annum — the rate which is ull(»wed under the Money-Lenders Act — 
then in the course* of 10 years, the debt(»r will jiay Hs, L*40. The only 
question which the House should cfinsider is, if a debtor has Irorrowed 
R*. KKI and has already paid Us. ‘.?(Kb whether he w'ill l)e liable to pay 
more. * Considering the wretched condition prevailing in the rural 
areas, a debtor who borroweil Us. I (Ml and has already paid Us. 200, 
should not be compelled to pay any more. 

Then I come to tjie question of dj^nnpet'tive effect which has been 
raised hy my European friend who spoke last. He does not know that 
the principle of rftnfspKUive effect was accepted in the year 1018 when 
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the Uffurious Loans Act was passed. There was a provision for re-open- 
ing transactions which was considered to be an unconscionable bargain. 
The principle of retrospective effect was recognised in the year 1933 
when the Money-Lenders Act was passed intfc law. The need for 
retrospective effect has arisen because of the peculiar circumstances 
prevailing in the country, namely, that debts have accumulated beyond 
the capacity for repayment by the debtors. So the debts shall have to 
be scaled down and if debts shall have to be scaled down, the principle 
of retrospective effect must be given effect to. This principle has been 
recognised in the society in the jears 1918 and 1933 and it has arisen 
owing to the peculiar circumstances prevailing in the country. My 
friend does not know the condition of the rural Bengal. The burden of 
debt is beyond the capa<’ity of the rural peojde and it must Ik* scaled 
down. So, Sir, the (luestion of retrospective effect is oi vital importance 
to the debtors. 

My friend, Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur. has discus'^ed at great length 
the question of the rate of interest, 1 think. Sir. that there should be 
a maximum rate of interest laid down. Now, Sir. the condition of 
credit societies shows that the rural (ledit is dr\ing up 
and it wdll stop entirely in the near iuture. But it is 
not drying ui> because of the enactment oi thi^ law, but because 
the price of agrit'ultural produce ha> talb*n i-i a gicat extent. The 
agriculturist has lost the jiower ot repawiieiit. I*ieviuU'l\ the did)ror 
rei>aid their debt when he had capac’it\ to pa> ; now hi> ca})acit> tor 
puNinetit is (ost. It is true in the case ot banks ami it is aKo true in 
the case of private individuals. So the situation should be adjusted in 
such a way that the debtor will be in a jiosition to i>ay. 

Then, Sir, .-o far as the question of the redm tion ot interest is 
concerned, the (lovernmenl projiosal is that the rate ot interest for the 
unsecured loan should be Itf per cent, and for the secured loan it should 
he 8 per cent. In m\ amendments. Sir, 1 have suggested ver> moilerate 
latesyof interest, namel>, that 9 per cent, vlunild be the maximum rate 
for unsecured loans ami 9 per cent, lor secured loans. I have made the 
ruU's 9 per cent, and li per cent, having regard to the fact that it will 
affect the loan companies and bants to a lertain extent. The loan 
companies and banks have to take mone> from the depositors. But the 
depositors, so long greedy and tinwilling to reduce the rates *of interest, 
will have to adjust themselves according to the present situation, and 
reduce the iHtes of interest. 

« ‘ f 

In conclusion, 1 hope GovemlDent will accept my amendments and 
reduce the interest «*o 9 per centf and (j per eeut. — 9 per cent, in place 
of 10 per cent, and 0 per cent, in place of 8 per cent. 



1938.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


15 


With ^hese words I comiueud my amendments to the acceptance o| 
the House and I oppose the amendmenta of Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan 
and the European member. 

% 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I have by my ainendmenta 
tried to reduce the rate of interest for unsecured loans by annas 12 and 
by Rs. 1-12 for secured loans. 1 wish I could move aiuendmente for 
further reduction of the rate of interest. But 1 apprehend that 
Government ia not in a mood to accept any amendment moved by this 
side. I believe. Six;, as has been stated by my friends Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta and Mr. Harendra Kiiftiar Sur, that the lieavv rate of 
interest is responsible for the heavy rural indebtedne>.> from the 
jaws of >\hich the borrowers cannot exlrii'ute themselves however 
much they may tiy to do so, beiau.sc theii inconn* is not enough even 
to pay the interest. The> cannot, therefore, touch the principal. It 
is trtte that the practice oi realising interests is of great antitjuitt, 
but wc all know that iiione\ -lenders in olden, days were prompted to 
advance mone> more with tlie desire to help their neighbours and to 
receive in return some ])rofit that would not be a burden on the 
borrow’ers. time went on, the greeil (d' the lenders increased and 

the\ were not -.iiti-.fie<l with a low rate of interest. M.\ friend.* 
Mr. Khaitan was telling us that it would be for the economic benefit 
of the borrowei that the rate oi interest shoubl lie somewhat higher. 

1 want to tell him oiil\ tlii> much that we have not seen any economic 
lienefit of (lie iinal |)opulation bv the existing high rates of interest. 
Then indebtedne.NN lia^ btMMi so much that if all their assets are used 
up towanK liquidation of their debts, they will not lie able even to 
]>ay the interest and the\ will carr\ on their hea<K still alauit one* 
hundred crores as <iebts Set with the «d»ject ol giving some lelief to 
the borrower and aKo with the hope that the (io\ernmenl will a<‘cept 
1)\ aeeepting m\ amen<lment the principle that the heavy rate of 
interest is responsible for the lieav\ indehtedness (d tlie rural poptila^ 
tion, I have moved my amendment. 

There is one other point. To secure immunity of the borrower 
from the extortionate lato of interest » harged l»y the lender, there 
must be eompetition Wtweeii the lenders for advancing foaris. By 
this Bill we have taken out m,yj\ clas.ses r»f lemlers, namel\ . the 
«o-operative -.oeieties, building societies, srhedule banks, notified 
banks apd others from the purview* this Art. Thus w-e have really 
reduced the numbers and elasses of lenders and limited them fo the 
private money-lenders alone who will be umler this Act. Therefore,* 
the competition that is wanted for securing the borrower from the 
extortionate rate of interest h^s lieen limited. So, we must be v<ir> 
particular about fijung the rates ofjfbterest. We have experience that 
in raising big loans we have to pay a higher rate of interest, but in 
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.raitiing small loans we have to pay a lower rate of interest, Wause of 
the fact that we get a large number of lenders who can advance small 
loans. So the fact of competition is very important. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, Mr. Kuiidu, you *will finish your speech 
soon, because, there are about ten more si^eakers. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 shall try. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Do finish and not try. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUtiDU: By this Art we are limiting 
that sco|)e of competition and we do not expect that the lenders will 
l)e agreeable to advance money with interest less than what has been 
fixed as maximum. So, in fixing the maximum we must be verx' 
partictilar and careful. 

(Al this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit, i 



Mr. SPEAKER • It is jiti ordinance which \(»u have inflicted U[>oii 
jiour.Helf. It ha.s been a ver\ hmg sesMon and we want to finish it as 
early as possible. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mun I haxt tw<. minutes:^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I believe this is the most 
important section. I do not understand wh\ \ou arc in stu b hurry 
ui)out it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid. Mr. Shamsuddin. \ou were not 
present, so you are not aware td ever\ tiling. What I am suggesting 
is this that if all the members want to s)>eak. I should he tjuite ready 
to allow them. A(‘eording to previous arrangement'^, to-da\ wc will 
try to finish sections 28 and 21). To-imurow we shall take up the 
reopening section w'hich is also a ver\ imjuirtant section. On Monday 
next we hope to finish the third reading. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH IfUNDU: In support of hi$ motion 
Mr. Khaitan cited the case of the Imperial Bank charging a high rate 
of interest and the law that has been recently passed by the Bihar 
Government. We are not in a position to know all the facts under 
which the Bihar Government pas.'sed tlieir law. We do not know the 
conditions prevailing in Bihar, m 1 say that we are not going to 
follow the Bihar Government or the Imperial Bank method of 
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charging Jl higher rate of interest. In fixing the rate of interest here* 
we shall take into consideration the circumstances that are prevailing 
in our province and we are ahscdutely certain that unless the rate of 
interest is lowere«l dowy, there is no chance of giving any relief to the 
agriculturists for whose benefit this Bill has been brought in. 

In view of these arginnent'j. I would request the Hoirble Minister 
in charge to accept niy amendment just to shou that Government 
really accept the principle (»f a lower rate of interest for the l>enefit 
of the borrowers in general and agriculturist borrowers in particular 
and that the> reall\ t^'ish to give ^(ui^e relief to them. 


Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In moving my amendment for 
the reduction of the rates of interest proposed in the Bill trom 111 ]>er 
cent, to per cent, and from S per cent, to o per cent. (SStl-fl‘.?8), I 
would onl> submit a few words b> wa\ of explanation. Sanctity of 
contract and freedom of contract are princi which are very <lear 
to cvervbo<l\ s heart, but there may be cases and there iire cases in 
which this sanetit\ (d contract and treedom of contract tieed some 
contr(d at the hands <d the Legislattire. 

With regard to the rates ot interest (I do not know if I am correct), 
the first attempt was made in the >ear 188o by enacting seetifui l»7 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act h\ which the rate of interest arrears of 
rent was for the first time statutorily reduced to per cent. 

AVith regard to contracts ma<le lK»fore the passing oi the Bengal 
Tenancy Act in November 188o, the contracts before tliat date were 
left free to have their own operation. 

Atterw'ards tin* rate ot 12 ]M*r cent, was stotutorily raised to 12J 
per cent, on the plea that the enhanc'enient of the rate from 12 to 12J 
per cent, would facilitate the calculation of interest. SuW*quently it 
was found that the rate of interest provided by contracts made befr>re 
the year 188o needed some amendment. So. in the year 1!128. it was 
enacted, with regard to the rate i»f interest in respect of arrears of 
rent, whether the matter was governed by any contract mad> l>efore 
J885 or not, that the only rate id interest which was to be permisHible 
was a flat rate of 12A per cent, and ft has been admitted T»n all sides that 
this universal reduction of interest with regard to arrears ot rent has 
done a great deal of good to the poor \aiyatg and idher classes of 
tenants. In .some ca.ses, which have come to my knowledge during 
the course of my practice a.s a pleader. I have seen c(»urts granting 
rates of injterest for arrears of rent at Topper cent, ami even loO per* 
cent, and now one should he ashamed^ or horrified to find that courts 
«r€ not in a position* to give relief to poor tenanis and rntyni* with 
regard to contractus of, thi.s nature. Tlie courts are unable to give any 
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b«caui*e the contract wag there. Since then it has been univer- 
sally recogniaed that the time has come for a reduction in the rate of 
interest with regard to loans and so, in the year 1918, as Mr. Datta 
was pleased to pcunt out there was brought into the Statute Book the 
Usurious Loans Act which contained provisions for giving power to 
the courts — the courts acquired the power thereby — to go into 
contracts, to rerjpen contracts of previous transactions in cases where 
it appeared to the court that the reopening of such contracts was 
necessary for the ends of justice and where the rates of interest were 
usurious, unconcionable and hard. Last year iiul9d8, bt an amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenan(^y Acf, the rate of interest with regard to 
arrears of rent was further reduced to half of tliat, namely, per 
cent, and subsequently by another Act interest on road cess and 
interest on (iovernment revenue and so on and mo forth have l»een 
brought down to the same level (d’ b} ])er cerit. So, we find every- 
where a gradual tendency to lower down the rate of interest. 

Mr. Khaitun was saying that in the rep(»rt of the HeMerve Bank it 
was stated that the interest should be 1) |)er cent for unsecured loans 
aitd at least 10 per cent, for secured loans. These are the rates recom- 
memle<l by the Reserve Bank. I do not iinderstand. Sir, the logic or 
the equity of that recommendation. We have found in actual 
practice that the (iovernment of India have l>een reducing the rate of 
interest on savings bank deposits. From dj f)er (‘ent. it has come 
down t(» 1} per cent, if I am not mistaken. All the scheduled banks 
an<l exchange banks have reduced the rates of interest payable to 
depositors in the savings bank and these rates are nearly uniform 
rates of IJ per cent, and 1 per cent, in some other banks. Now, if 
the exchange banks ami the scheduled banks and the Reserve Bank 
have foun<l it possible and prudent to reduce the rates of interest on 
savings bank deposits without (reducing 'their reserve and without 
frightening away the depo.sitors and if the deposits have been flowing 
there like water, why should not interest payable by private debtors 
to their money-lenders be reduced'' 1 do not like to inflict a speech 
at the fag-end of the day as regards the utility of scaling down interest 
or redut’iug the indebtedness of the country. It has been found that 
the total amount of indebtedne.ss of the peasantry of this country is 
to be reckoned \iot by lakhs but by‘crore>, and it has been found that 
this high amount of indebtedness is due to the very high rate of interest 
wdiich has f>eeii prevailing 9iithert(». We Indians are proverbially 
iint>ecunious in times of distress — not only in times of ailversity but 
in times of rejiueiug we spend money just like water. In those times 
^the high rates of interest^ qre not taken into account. There is a 
necessity and money must found, must be made available, and 
therefore it is ver\^ often the practice that high*’ rates of interest are 
stipulated. It is time, and it bi\s been well recognized for a very long 
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tim«, that* relief should be given from contractual rate. If relief ie 
to be given, the question is that it must have some retrospective efect.* 
Therefore, I think that the rate of interest should be reduced from 
10 per cent, to 7^ per cent, and with regard to my amendment No. 928, 

I am afraid, there is a^nisprint, for, the word “five” is a misprint for 
“six”. I still stick to that and I would not be sorry if the Govern- 
ment would be pleased to accept 6 per cent, which has already been 
moved from this side of the House with regard to secured loans. 


Mr. 8YU JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I rise to support all 
the amendments that have been hiovad by Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar 
and at the same time my intention i** to oppose the anuMulments moved 
by Mr. Khaitan and Mr. Duviil Hendry and all the suggestions made 
by them in the course of theii speeches. Sir. Mr. Khaitan in the 
exuberiui(*e of his banking knowledge and experiem*e has cliaructeriseil 
the Reserve llai»k as the higlie>t authority to dictate the rate ot interest 
to be imposed on the agi leultiiral <lebtoI^ of lleiigal. The suggestion 
may be true or may not lie true. It may be tiMie so fur as the interests 
of the creditors are concerned. And it is not at all true so far as the 
interests of the agriculturist debtors are eoncerned. Sir, it is ('ommou 
knowledge thjit it is not possible for tire agric ulturists of Bengal to 
pay sueh a heavy rate ot interest as has been suggested by Mr. Dehi 
Rro^ad Khaitan, viz., I'l per cent, on un.stM'uretl lourrs and ID per cent, 
on .secured loans. Mr Da\id Hendry tries to impart moral les.sons to 
this House by assiutj^g tliat the sanctity of the <-ontract must he 
ohNeived. He suggested that any retrx)spee1 ive legislation is unluwtul. 

M e are prepared to cdiserve the sanctity ol the eontraet ^ the contract 
i> legal, if the eontraet is sacred. Sir, the contract that has been made so 
far, particularly with regard to the agriculturist debtors — I cun assert 
that these contracts arc forced contracts. These contracts were made 
under the threat and coercion of starving the agruullurists of Bengal. 
Therefore, Sir, the (question <d .sanctity of the contrm t does not arise. 
Mr. Ahu Ho.^^uin Sarkar in his amendment has suggested -I jier 
interest per annum on secured loans and per cent, interest On 
unsecured loans. This is very reasonable It is common knowledge 
and it has been admitted by every section of the House that the agri- 
culturi.sts of Bengal are very heavily indebted. Mr. David Hendry has 
contiudieted him. He want.^ tha^ sanetitv of contract should he 
observed, he .says that restrospective legislation i?* ifnlawful, hut at 
the same time he has put in some statements from the Report of the 
Labour Commission. Sir. is it a contrro't if one anna per rupee per 
month is I'ealised as interest from the lalmurerJ' ((Vies of “No” from • 
the European Benrhes.) The answer is “Na”. If that is the case, 
that eonthict must he broken, and legislaliqp should be made that thosjj 
contracts made by coercion must nothin* given effect to and should be 
declared null and void by the c<»urt. Mr. Khaitan has suggested that 
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for the good flow of loan in the interest of the borrowers, tfiis should 
•not he done and that should not be done. He has spoken of small 
industrial development, development of cottage industries and many 
other Much developments. May I ask him — I am sorry, I do not see 
him here — bad he been here, I would have aadied him seriously that 
so far as Bengal is concerned, so far as the question of development of 
industries, small industries and cottage industries, are concerned, what 
have we got, what have we experienced, and what have we received 
during the last loO years or so*' Sir, w’e depend for everything f(jr 
our daily use and consumption on toieign countries. A bank in Bengal 
may be a sclieduled bank, or a notified bank or a Qommerciftl bank, but 
wliat has that got t<j do w'ith improving the standard of living of the 
masses in Bengal, what is really given to the unemployed swtion of 
the educated niiddle-<lass young men of Bengal*' They are staiving 
and will go on 8tar\’ing unless and until the whole ecomuuic -itructure 
(d this province is overhauled and recon^tituted . Sir, the intention of 
the Government in introducing this legislation is perhaps to helj» th<‘ 
debtors, particularly the agricultuiist debtois in Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashem>, a^ this is the time foi i)iaver. I 
should like to adjourn the House now. 

(The House w’as then adjourned foi 15 minutes.) 


(After ndjounnuent .) 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr Speakei, Sn. 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 hojie you will be brief. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 1 submit, Sir. I shall be 
able to finish within five minutes or 

We have already been ted uj), Sii. with iincallcd-tui loMins given 
* to us by many members on the floor of this House. Some have suggest- 
ed that the .sources of credit will «liied up and that the easy flow' 
of credit w'ill be choked. 

Assuihing for a moment that no money will be advanced to the 
agriculturists and assuming for a moment that these agric ultuiisls will 
have no food, nO clothes, no .shelter, no harvesting, no crops, may I 
ask th(»8e experts W'hat will he the condition of the land levenue of 
Bengal, if there are no crops, no harvests!' May I ask my Euh»peaii 
. friends, wlio, 1 find, are all absent now. what will he the condition 
of the British*inanufaetured gwds!' What will happen to the sale 
of the Britisb-manufaetuiei] goo«ls in Bengal and other provinces of 
India Sir, it is no use holding out a threat that agriculturists will 
get no mort^ loans, .They are not getting any loans even now I Sir, 
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I submit ^hat in the interest of the conservation of the land revenue 
of the Government of Bengal, in the interest of the British-manufactured* 
goods, in the interest of the British coininercial interests of Calcutta, 
Government will certainly advance loans without any intei-est. 

Sir, had I been j)lu<*ed in t harge of the Bill (Maulvi Ai»r HossaIN 
Sakkah: The Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy is not in charge of the Bill.) — 

I mean in teinpoiaiA charge of the Bill, — 1 would have declared a 
mortatorium that no interest he chaiged from agricultui ists foi at least 
25 years. <Bal)u XvtiKNPKv N vtii Skn ; May I noint out. Sir. that the 
Treasury Benches aie ahMdutel\ empt>y> 'Dr. Nm.ixakm(\ S\nyaI. : 
Mr. Bari, you cojue*<ivei to the Tiyasuix Beiuhes. AVe elect you!) 
(Mr. Santosh Ki'Mvh B\sr: M\ fiieml Mr. Ban* can «‘ome over aiu! 
take his seat there.) 

(At this >tage Maiilvi Ahdiil Bari to»»k his -eat in the Treasuiy 
Benches amidst cheeis.i 

Sir. assumiiiii: toi a moment that no immev uill he advanced to the 
agricultuiists, I am sine that no money-lender w-^ll dig lodes and ileimsjt 
thei] mone,\ theie 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Gn a ))oint of oido. Sir May I 
know if >(01 art* jiiepaied to eairx on the dis<*ussion in the uhsence of 
an> of the Hon hle Ministers of the Crown^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think .-(Une Minister should ht* heie. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. But no Hon’hle Ministei is present 
in the House now. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mi. Suh lawaidy told me that he would he coming 
within two minutes. 

m 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. In an\ case. Sir, in the absence 
of any Hoirhle Ministei, we should ad)ouin now according to Parlia- 
mentary practice. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAM CHAKRABARTX: m acnnt 
. * • 

Mr. SPEAKER. Please do not think of that for the time being. 

(At this stage the Hon hle Mr. Suhrawardy eiiteied the (.’hamher and 
took his ieat.i . 


Mr. SYED JALAlUODIN HASHEMY; Afu-r .11, he ha. <ome! 
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tut NMinUto Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDYs The thin;? is t)iat I kuow 
^exactly what honourable members are going to say. (Laughter.) 

Babu NACENDRA NATH BEN: You are omniscient! 

f 

Mr. EYED ilALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Assuming for a moment 
that no money will be a(lvan(*e(l to the ugrieultuiists, it is certain that 
the people of to-day will not go back to the medieval age to deposit their 
money under ground. The worst that may happen will be that all 
money-lenders will invest their money in the Reserve Bank through the 
scheduled banks. Then, Sir, the Reseive Bank -^wdll send the w'hole 
amount to tlie war-fields of Eu!t)pe, or somewhere else. What will 
then be the condition of Bengal if no money is advanced either by 
Government or by the commercial inteie.st^ or by other interests of 
this province^ It may be argued that the country w’ill be rendered 
barren. We cannot conceive, Sir, that our country will be barren and 
deserted and that the people of Bengal will be roaming in the jungles 
like cats and dogs. (Mr. »]o(iE.sH (’ha.ndh.x Gmv: No. no, like lions 
ami tigers!) Gertainly, there will be an economic revolution, and, Sir, 
out of (his evil w'ill come the good. We w’ant that M>rt of i evolution. 
If this Government had common sense, they would realise that it is 
their duty to diM-lure that no interest should be taken fiom tlie agri- 
<'ulturists, and after accepting the view.s of our party, that have been 
given expression to by Maiilvi Abu Ilossain Sarkar, they ought to have 
declared tliat no interest should be charged from the agriculturists at 
least for a peri(Ml of TiO or 2o years, so that the agriiuilturists may 

reap (The Ilon'lde Mr. H. S. SruinwAUDY : Reap tl)(‘ benefit of 

the inone> without paying interest!) some advantage. So far. Sir, 

interest has been paid by the agi ieulturists, and, thereioie, I think, that 
no more inteie‘><t .‘•hould be paid by them for oO to e(»me. I am 

sure, Sir, the nioney-lendei> of Bengal will not die if they do not get 
interest. They have already lealised enough from the j>oor agri- 
culturists. 

It has been suggested by Goveininent that inteiesi should lie charged 
at the rate of eight jier (*ent. in the case of seemed loans and ten pel 
cent, in the vu'ie ot unseeiiivd loans, and our suggestion i^ that it should 
be three j>er cent, lor secured loans and 41 per cent, for unsecured loans. 

With these words, Sir, I coiiiinend the motion of Maulvi Abu 
ILissain Sarkar to the acceptance of the IIou.se. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BXSU: Mr. Speaker. Sir. the' s).eerhes 
that have been delivered in support of clause 28, as it has emerged 
from the Select Committee, show that everyone has in bis mind an 
•inergency W’hii'h requires ,Hjw»cial measures. Everyone has talked of 
the deplorable condition of the cultivators and of the necessity for 
taking steps to relieve them from that condition. 
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Sir, there is no section of the House which does not desire that the 
cultiTators should have relief. But if this were a piece of emergency 
legislation directed to the administering of relief to the particular 
section of the population which requires relief and had eTolred methods 
for the purpose of granting relief, there would not have l)een that 
amount of opposition that there has been to this Bill. 

Sir, it is a piece of permanent legi.slation for this province. 
Mr. Ehaitan has been ridiculed for saying that if conditions about 
monetary transactions are more favt>ui*uble in other provinces — [>arti> 
cularly in the neighl^)uriug provinces — the capital that there is in this 
province will gradually flow to thos*e provinces and find ready invest- 
ments there and that the people of this province will he deprived of 
the benefit of the use of that i‘4ipitul. 

Those who hav5 to do with financial lran*iaction> know that money 

does flow out not only from one province to anothei but from one 

country to another in order tf> find good and profitable investment. A 

great <leal of the money that was originally invested, tor instance, in 

the Indiui» railways, came from <»utside. Kven now Indians sometimes 

do invest in fairly sate investments in Knglund. 1 have known some 

investments made in Ne\^ Zealand. The people lieie find that these 

investments are profitable. A great deal has been said b\ way of 

(‘liticism about the bank late and al)out the late being h.\ed by this 

Bill at per cent, or some other percentage over the bank rate. The 

bank late is a rate whicii the Reserve Hank (d Inilia, after juietul 

coiisideiation f»f tlie availabilitv of the capital tor the tim<‘ being, fixes, 

ami the bank late is the rate that other banks liavi* to ^»ay when they 

obtain moiiev from the Reserve Hank of India. What ordinal ily 

happens in financing operation.s is that moiiey i> obtaineil from the 

Reserve Hank of India by <»tber bank.s. Th«‘se banks have also their 

own indejH*mlen( means ot deriving money fioni deposits iit < urrent 

account and from shareholders’ capital. Thai money tlien ]msses 

through several hands before it reaches (he cultivators in the ••tjuntry- 

side. Kve!->*one wIkj j>as.ses on tiiat money letains tft himseit a smair 

amount ot profit. The banks do not dire<*tly lend to the eultivut<ir for 

the simple reason that the bank.s deal with other people’s money and 

they have to feel sure that there will 1 k‘ repayment <»f the iifoney. »So 

they advance money to |wople f^oin whom there will be a chance of 

obtaining repayment, who again pass on to those f^eople whom tliey 

know, and in this wav the inonev filters to the interior. Sir, in this 
• * - 

process the rate ot interest payable by the ultimate user of the money 
does go up. , 

Sir, ji has lieen .said that in 1H85 the cultivator was in a position 
to pay interest at 24 per cent, per annifni*: that was the rate fixed Vv 
the Bengal Tenancy^ Act. Sir, if circumstances have arisen in which 
the cultivator is not in a ]:>osition to pay high* rate of interest or a 
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certain rate, then the legislation should have been directed towards 
relieving cultivators of payment of interest at a high rate. But what 
this Bill does is that it seeks to relieve not only rural agriculturists but 
also urban borrowers , 

•Mff AHMED H08AIN: What about the exception ot scheduled 
Iwnks, c(»iiimercial loans, etc. 

Mr* JATINORA NATH BASUS Aj)art trom scheduled banks and 
coninieicial loans, there are also a very large number of transactions 
which take place and in which the middle classes and also the moneyed 
classes are concerned. .Some people find it profitable to borrow money 
and invest it in property or iis»* it in some otlier way which brings them 
g(K)d profit. That is very often done. You are applying the* provi^]ons 
of this Act to all thos<‘ transaetions and in this way you are creating 
enormous difficulty. 

» hi the coms(‘ of the delmte on the \ari(ms ( lauses ol this Bill, we 
have been listening from day to day t«> the woeful tale.s ot the condition 
of the rural cultivators. But the means that have been adopted in 
this Bill will hardly be ol any substantial benefit. Suppose the debts 
of the cultivators are completely wiped out, even then the i>eople will 
want money for their .seed, bullocks, plough and the exjienses of culti- 
vation and harvesting and so on, and for taking them forward lr*om 
How’ing to harvesting — all these things are necessary. Where will the 
money c(»me from. 

Acciirding to Mr. Jalaluddin Ilashemy, it will come tlirough re\olu- 
tion. N(» doubt that is his temperament; luit even a revolution will 
not give him the money, becau.se the money will be safely invested 
either in the Tnited Kingdom, or in the Tnited States ot America or 
in some (dher part of India. NoIkxIv will keep his money here tor 
Mr. Hasherny to plunder it. The whole project has been niiscimceived 
and carried on in a mo.st unbusinesslike manner. Sir. I do not desrre 
that there should be high rates of interest. High rate of interest 
should he discouraged. The rates <if interest ])rop(Ked by Mr. Khaitaii, 
that is, 9’“ per cent, tor secured lo-aus ami 12 per cent, for unsecured 
loans, are reasonable, because the rates depend upon the credit of the 
borrower. A mart wh<» i.s not in a sound position to \^ay back any 
loan that ht* t>btai]is will not find his loan unless .some imlucement ib 
offered. The man who lends money takes some amount of risk. What 
.is the value of that ri.sk y All risks have some comnienual value and 
that should also l>e calculated in fixing the rate of interset. 

• Sir, as regards compound* iiSterest, there is an outcry whenever the 
question of (‘ompound interest is raised. It has been pointed out that 
banks here charge o<mipound interest. The Government of India, 
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probably ever since they started obtaining public loan> in this country, 
have invariably stuck to the puo tice oi paying interest every half year 
which means that at the end oi every halt year tlie man who invests 
money in (hivernment isecurities has the advantage of investing the 
interest. Why should a peculiar practice In* introduceil by this Hill in 
(H)nnection with other loans!" That is the practice ot banks, that is the 
practice of (ioverninent and that is also the piactice in <»rdinary com- 
mercial and other transa«'tions. This tt» >ay. when you keep buck 
interest on the loan, you ought tt> pa\ intere>t. As Mi. Khaitan 
pointed out, ^vheii the^ interest i^ low. siiy, o per cent., why slu»uld the 
man who is lialile to pay that, .stii k to#it and use it tor his own purpose 
while he also keeps the principal in his own liands. For these reasons. 
I support the aiiKMidnients nioxed by Mr Khaitan and Mi. Hendry 
and also niovi* ni\ own ainendnient 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Sit , We in I ndia ai e lal ouring 

undei a .serious ps\ ehohtgu al haiolicai . I'lie w jjole (Mitlook of 
MX iet> as It exists to-da\ is based on English jurispi udeio «* <»n j>rin- 
ciples laid down h\ a coiiuiieicial ami industiial nation. The ajipli- 
(ution wlndesule, to a people ami socit‘t\ which is puicl\ ugiicultural 
a set ot laws cMdved h\ an altogether diherciit t\pt‘ ot .societ\ i.s in 
the nulu/e ot tilings, unnatural 'Ihat is wh.\ we cannot get out of 
the rut and look at our pndileins from a new and our own angle ot 
vision. As I umleistaml, Sir. this Hill has been brought bcloie this 
House to -*ave the village! ami the peasant. 11 that is the object, 
tbi*n most ot the .speeeiu's, to wbii b I bav»* listened to-dut and dunng 
the period that we have been diHcussing ibis Hill, .seem to Im* out ot 
place. 

The noiinal economic lite and oidinaiv busim-ss transactions have 
been excejJctl from the purview ol the Hill. The new outlook on liie 
which Hntish jurispi udeiicc and East Imliu (’ompany mlministiation 
have brought among us has led t4» an upheaval ot our scjciet) and its 
structure. 1 would like the honouiable memheis ot this House to puv 
serious attention to this aspect ot oui national problem. T4ie agri- 
cultural population and even the middle cla.s.ses have heeii hied white 
under a system ot law vvhii li cotisideis monev -lemliiig and inteiest- 
making the sole aim of life. The Imnouiahle member from the 
Etlrope^u IHoup has spoken of “uiicuiwi ionuhle cimfract 1 call the 
whole system of law as it ohtuiiiH among us, e.speciullv in relation to 
money-lending uncons<ioiiable. This HilJ is the first step we are 
taking to save the peasants and the people of Uiis province who have 
been brought to ruin by Hanias, Marwari< Frontier Pat bans am] a* 
.whole host of these cultures who thrive on human misery. If that 
is the position then let us take courage in both our hands, break with 
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the paBt, and lay down a new path afiid let us march along it. Per 
haps our redemption will come when the peasant is able to stand up 
The Vice-Chancellor of the University has written a book called ‘*Th 
man behind the Plough^’. Those who have read it will realise tha 
ii this Act does the least bit of good to the peasants, it is not only on 
public duty but it is our religious duty to support it even though i 
be defective in some aspects of it. Precedents, Sir, are to be foun< 
in India of similar attempts. Every province is passing laws to savi 
the iMjrrower in the village. I know that an Act exists in Sind calle< 
the Sind Encumbered Estates Act. There is ,the Decoan Agricul 
turists’ Relief Act. There is the Punjab Agriculturists’ Relief Act 
All these have the same psychology and ide(dogy behind them tc 
cieute u new world, a new heaven and a new earth tor our people; am 
to save our people fioni crushing burden under which they have beei 
gnjaning since the new jurisprudeme and the new outlook on lif( 
were introduced in tliis country. Besides the actual legal side o 
a piece of legislation, there is also a policy behind it. 1 take it tha 
the (foveriiment is determined through this piece ot legislation to tel 
tlie worhl at large hut especially Bengal, that we are out to re-estahlisl 
the rural society, the agricultural poimlation, the \illageis and tin 
peasants, the real Imckhone of our nation through whose sweat of th( 
hrow the vakils, the barristers, the zaminders, the mercl»ants and a whoh 
host of jjeople live and get a living. It is really the\ who keep then 
alive. It is ultimately the villagei whom ue are out to ^ave. I 
that is our ambition, then let us all agree to pass this se< tion as it ha: 

been bi'ought in. Do not let us \\aste time over liaii-sj)lltting amend 

ineiits. Let us gt) ahead with the giMsl work Instances were gi\ei 
of how cel tain lianks did or did not take into consideration niouthl> 
lests or three-monthly rests tor compound interest. All that may Jx 
viT\ good for high finance, but lieie \\e aie not com ermol with it 
Heie we want tin* blood-sucking piocess which has been going on toi 
almost a centuiy to stop. It we cannot stop it altogether, let us ai 

least lUake an effort to «lo so. Many honourable meinlHUs, I am sure 

know that people w h<» ha\e got i iedit with any ot tht* large banki 
lioriirw money at a lower late <»f interest and tlien udvan< e it ai 
alnmst ‘ double that rate. It has betome almost a business. Tin 
Muslim view point ot the problem of debts and usui>, and we art 
trying through* this Bill to stop usury, would be, if 1 were u mu ft. 
^nd asked tt> give a that not to support this nieasuie woultj b( 

hard in ^ totally irreligious. * 

Again, Sir, legal theories have been expounded liefore us and ever 
the well-established generally accepted principle ot damdufktt hai 
.l>een tjuestioned by houcAiraide members. Damduput is an ancient 
Hiinhi principle evtdvetl for the purpose of saving poor villagers antj 
poor borrowers. IT has l)een acknowledged and accepted in all parti 
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of India. If we go a bit further and stretch it in favour to the victim^ 
who is always the borrower by making the application of damdwpat 
retrospective in its efifect, I think, we shall be going along the right 
path. * 

The other details of tins section, Sir, may not be absolutely iH*rti- 
nent, but as I have already said, if we are on the right path, if we 
are ready to help the villagers, let us alf join together and declare 
the will of the people of Bengal as lepi'esented in this House and thus 
do our best* lor the, villagers, the most }H>rseeuted meml>ers of our 
society. 1, therefore, oppose the amendments put l>etore the House. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 ; crm amendment 

OT ncn 5RT amendment motion W 

JRT I ‘ anwnt 8tfw?r European 

atTn^T c^M;frr<s atR at 

«(r:«Trb^'wc«t. cww swot strro cr? cwn 

Wt schedule bank, commercial loan, notitiwl bank at 

5tT, twt ^ ^ cro? ain cro t;;fv tcnro •rrnt ¥Ti»t 

5RT Wt S»TTr ^TTORt STffC*!? •ITTO •HI? I 

t7P5 m nr stro ^ to «rtwrT»!t tsnsro a fay r nri «rt mwi fnfut i 
^ mm mm ^ TO av ahsOTl? mm to to av g f g iii ii l to 
TOTtn ?FTO I a?F mm to to ^ to toph wm i am I g nt p re 
m atroVt toto to TO5 to ««to rfr mn 
«nw TOT a«rnR myrro toi, Ttot ^ at'WicH tot amendment 

aOTR, TOT c^tt armro^TO atTO»Tl =wi tot? zvym 

mrnj a?q;*r amendment amiR tot TOPT, frorr mronn afisTO m 

JPIPTO TOPfl a«R TOTTO CTO POTO ffl TOTTO JTTO am WTOF miPTCC TO 

ttiimcHi MK* arr^ ^rtt St^^s i cr m mes c^Fmt fttt* 

wm fro TOTt (The Hon’ble Mr. H. .S. SniHAWARDY ; “TO! 

tro TOTt”i) totw aero to a mnw to mm cro tnf i:i mi , 

5iTC5it «nt*r ?rtto toi m amendment acTO CT mw^ m TO TOtl mi 

at TO af<cH*G m fTC? TOCtR anhR to ’fti tsrmmi at to 

mms cmtii cro? tmt^r tsmcTTOcn? m mm mro mwm atR cwa'nrcvr-— ^ 
«nTO Gi^iSi CTO sTc^i fro emrr tjp •to zmm tot rniro •to i toto at 

PI 8 per cent., 10 per cent, 4TTOT m TO '■wStT TOOT smt fgTO 

ct mro fm toci cn m?z cmrti mm m mm m«qnn m 

amendment #OTR Government CTOT* •nf CTOF C'>T*t;fil CTO fTO 

fuar fii TO mrOT cro tawrn mro?^ wtcmi «oto tou tR 

amendment TOT fcicf c^t«i ci totti ar tn\T«t TOfTOa mti 

TO^t amt crniOT tmtr ci to? to $c8ct, cro? gmtrmw m tro erntn frotfmy fc4, 

• TO5 tfst mm ctm at btTOi wm m tot ii vtto dt mm cro mc 
n mi 
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fw frw nn we«r fw um ^ ^ •^nr toi* 

OTW COT!, CTO Snro TO *nc? Jcri wro toRr 

TOi aciTiR wtfi fro TO«ti ci to»^ cItotw crto ctocv 
TO* c^ TO ^rr mro cro? «(fwnrlcH« Orta ??to ioto ^\ 
TO r»Tl>r RTO «(TCn froiRT to 5fRI tor European TOR 

flCf^WR capitalist 4**l*^(*l ^ C®R C^ICR CRC^ C^RT 4CV ®RTR 

WTO *rrcR ^\ srf>wR ckto ctot sfRRl to 

WTO fITO? 5 RT CRR TO^l^T C=lll TO ^ 5 TTO TOlt*T tITTO CJTTO ^tTOfS 
frow JH-I fro CR fTOte RRT TO CTO?[ fRra?[. 8 RTORC^ 5 RTI 

fro CRT frow? RTC1(* TO TOCfl fro? STTOTOCR TO ^TR TOt TOT 
(JTCRS ^ TO TO *TTR Zl fTTO? niW TOR TO R C^ iSTW? 

tro JR? ?jrR I TO TOR C? . coalition ?HQ«T«t SRTORCn? •W CTO 

f*TM*lfliT 5 ?ClCf?. C*TC«R ^FTCf iTO? «R 7 ?R — i 5 *ICH? CTOTfjR fTO capitalist 

RTORCR TOl? *(TTOTf? compromiue ^C? 8 per cent, or 10 per cent. 7 ? 
f 5 T<R«T f?R CTO TOTO C?^l CTRT ?f«T TOT TO 5 RR. 9 FTTO?C«l? *Qff? $TO 
f<CTO( TO OT? TOC 8 T 4 CTO? CTO i 5 TW? TOT CTO ?T fTO «ITTO TOT ?ri 
mz f?t^ CTO «P 3 l? *ra 1 ? TOR fro ?r ?Tff f?cTO? ?t cro to? 

TO?T ?TR fro ur ?r cro <a?t rtV'to? frocR srrcf? ?t crtro ?f*T 
TOT froCR ^? * C ? l ? fro f?TO TO* TOR TOCBT i5TR? ^?*?T TOT H;JT«TR TO* 
TOR.4?t CTO? TO51 TO CTO? 5R5TT?T?C«T? TO>?*R TO TO* TORI 
Rate of interest TO« #TOR TO ?^f al R, R TO? TO Re?T 
?C?Tl^ C^ JRR 5 r#T? R ffTT TO C 5 R 5 TTR * 1 ^ BIW? C 4 *n RCJ|i CTO'l CR? 

R ? 5 TT?R? To f? 5 T ^ 00 ^ a«R R MTO? To ?RCf WT V>oo^ fcfC? R TO^ 

CTO C?^*<a?? ^ 0 ^ fro C’T TOT 5 CTO TO I <pIC«i 5 TOW? iJTO JRR 
8 per cent, or 10 per cent, STTOJ C?^ TO *TR ??l TOSft atR TOTR 
?R 7 ?T? TO TOie ^fro fro 0 p.^rcent. ?i 4 ^ j^er cent, ?1 3 per c.nt. 
?f?a?«T«TO*nT?TTO5TTOTO??l 

^ JTOCR «nt? TOTR ?TOR ?*<Q ?t?T TOf?. European ?Hq TOT TOT? 

, CFTR? ?TTfT — <5? TOTR RR TR^ C?T I 5TR? ?W TOTTC?? TO — 

CTOR TOTR TO? JTOTO fUT ?T I TO^ TOTO? Wt? fT TR TOJJTO TO 
CTCT5 •TTR tJT? tTR ®nfT ^C? ®(C?TJTR 5T?T TR C?S?T ifl?R C^RTR ??; SK^I 

TO fro {TOTTTOC*!? fr TO SW? TO TO C^Tt TtT fTO 3?^ TOTRl CTO? 
fTO-?TlW? TOTtW tro JT^fTO CRl 

Jl TOCR T ft a T ^T TO ? fWj aTl>T f??? ?TO TO! TOR TO a^ ?W^TO 
TRt a^ ?[H ?TrR? H(t? T '5 ?T^ TR, ^TODR *^54 fHlf C??, *Wt?T 

sgroi TO ac;^? fro ?;:TR liability ? TR tOR, 3 TTO TO fT ?R»lTT fR 
TO nlWR 5 CIW C?tl HtCTO? ! ARTO 5 TTOI fT TO TOTO TOW TO 
«fTO ?rTO f? CT TOT TOTt JWTTORT R WT CTOTOrTT TO TO TOT 
i(j 5 ^ TOO? T;;f T?R "iff Wt*i TOT? al tt crorwr ctot tri 
m TOTO TT TOR TO n T R C^t? SW? f?T TORT? TO* TTl C»«?RT TO TI * 
Government a? f?CTi?TT TO CTTT a?t al TOpT Tfr cro ctoto 
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c’bJt fro toi toit Sfi?^ i a froit wt?[ «(fiPF ffi; 3TO5 

Crt ^l "tTO; 5T^ Government W fTJ f^r«n iTTOR BT 

c^wl- a?x BT TOfT SfBti error erff^TB ^ Bfro TOirr ci 

amendment btrt TOf^BT W<4ICH pase SfBti 

Mr, i|. N, GUPTA ! Mr. Speaker. Sir. [ associate myself with 
those trieiuls who liave opposed the motion of Mr. Khaitan. AVliat is 
the Qihject of brin^iii^ in this legislation here? It is very simple and 
clear. When people cannot live without protection, when friends and 
relntive> aci* oppressing and when one hrother is up against another 
hrothei, there is need for legislation and lliis is the situation at 
jiresent. Tloue is no othci way to stamp out the evils tliat are eating 
into the vitals ot our ecoiioiuii liii*. Ninety per <ent. ot the people in 
this piovinee an' reall\ poor and It) per •••nt. mu> he those who are 
enjo\inL: at the eost of f)() per cent. M fio are tht*y?^ A selei'ted few, 
W’ho aie ]nve''tiny nione\ . enjoyinir exorhitaiit rati* of interest and crush- 
ing all then hnMlier*' and lelalives witliout an\ human eonsideiation. 
They have mu an\ humanitarian s«*!it imenl^. 'I'hey do not ean* for 
the poor hoi'ioueis They are talking about the Heserve Hank, the 
(’eiitral Hank, the Imperial Bank, the National Bunk, and m> on. 
Sir, we do not recognise un\ bank. We onl\ recognise the banks of^^ 
sympathetK hearts and liuman tieatiiientN. We only recognise those 
who have got svmi)atii\ towauls the dow n-tro<lden peoj>le. Sir, Mt . 
Khaitan has suggested o pei <ent. interest lor thirty sears. If^comes 
to lod Mas I ask Mr. Khatian and men of his class it ever 

the\ have waited lor thirty ywirs .lunt after tlie « lose ol the thitd 
seal, thes huc the debtor and obtain u deere against liim. Sir, they 
now talk ot five jier cent, intere.st lot thirts seals, hut lhe\ have lH‘en . 
takinj; inteiest at iwr cent.; .■^till thes are not satislied. They have 
enjoyed tor ovei u hundieil seals at the eost of thesi' men and still 
they want In maintain their jiositmn hs enjos ing the same thing. 
Sir, it the\ do not lake le.sMUis in time. I musi ssiiin them that the 
time is not tui distant when their eapital will be (ound nowhere, if 
we (*annot get this Bill pas.se«l it i»» hettei foi us to drown ourselves 
into tin* wati‘i ot tin* lianges ami die there. (Cries ol “Hear, hear” 
Iroiii the Congies.s Benches, i Sii, wliat have we « ome • heie for? 
What is the eondition ot*the people now? .Ninety per rent, ol the 
people aie being starved on ttte lowest jiossihle s»uge. They have 
^ra(tieall> no means lor their .subsistence; they are ill-clad, halt-fed 
and .famished, dis+*used ; they ha\e to maiiituin large lainilies and 
dependants numhering ten, fifteen or even twenty men. Sir, the 
country as a ssdiole is eionouncally in a hopeless condition. If we 
go to the zamindats, they are helpless their properties have l>een s<dd 
and most ot them have been thrown on tile streets and has'e been seek- 
ing for jobs and Employments. The jotedars have bccoiue practu^lly 
5 . . ' 
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^extinct, but the condition of the cultivators is the worst, t 
other hand, the money-lenders have thrived all along in town aa well 
as in the countryside. I know of peisons who went to villa^s about 
thirty years back with bundle of cloth and started money-lending 
business. They have built up huge fortunes for themselve^s and have 
built palatial buildings of their own. Where did they get all this 
money from:' They did not get it out of the earth by digging wells; 
there was no shower of gold coins from the heavens; they have not 
got it even from any sweepstake. They have amassed it by idM)ing 
the iMJor people of their hard-earned mites. It is, thereioie, a re- 
deeming feature no doubt that the present (joxl^rnmeTit have tome 
forward with this beneficial mea'^ure, and I am pioud to .say that 
(ihis ours is the only Legislature in India to-day \vlii( h has diown real 
ayrapatliy for the poor toiling millions of iieople. Sir, ue congratu- 
late the Ministry foi coming forward with such a piece of legislation 
which is the only iiopular measure that has evei been enacled in this 
province. 1 theiefore oppose the motion of Mr. K ha it an. 

Mr, AHMED H08AIN: Sir, 1 will be \ei\ luiet in m\ sjieech, 
and in fact we on this side of the Htm.se ha\e alwass U'cn \ery 
sparing in speecdies on this piece of legislation. InMause we alwa\s 
desired that the jwissage oi thi‘ Hill should not be dtdayed in tin\ wa\. 

Sir, the section umlei tli.scu.sMon in\(d\es ihice joints, fiistK, 

; secondl>, late td interest; ami thirdls. ret inspect ive effect. 
As regards <hinu/ ufuif , its tutuie effect has nothing to triahieii m.\ 
friemls who have opposed this clau.se. because in iiituie the monex- 
lenders will adxance their money aftei knowing tullx well th.it thex 
are not going to huxe more than doubb* at any late; so thex’ will 
adjust themselxes with the pio\i-.!on> the law . llu‘\ will lealist* 

theii money as soon a.s it i.s douldeil and will not sit idle So tor 
the future tluyx haxe no dit!i(ult> As legaids the jiast. it is our ami 
^perhajis everx body’s tlesire to lead the peojde anxhow out ot the 
woods. We ilesire to give retiospective effect, bei ause in the past 
there was no law, so to sax, l(» save the debtors Irom tlo* nionex- 
leiiders and the paxing capaeitx ot the people has diminished. In tin* 
past eliaiVs prcxuiled In the jmst ulinost all the liKiiis that were 
udxunced can be .said tv) Ik* uneousi'ionable loans and all the contracts 
that were made weie wicke<l lontmits. So I would ask my Kuropean 
friends not to he atraid ot this legislation on account of its retro8|>et;- 
tive clfect. My friend Mr. Khililuu is not here. Hail he beeif here. 

1 woubl have asked him not to be inordinate in his desile toi piofit in 
I'ircnnistanees in which it lias beeomc imjiossihle to g-et back the 
])i'incipal moiiex 1 would ^b^»xe asked him not to kijl the iroose in 
his greed foi mole gobleii eggs. Sir. we max say that we have been 
actuated by a desire to save the goose so that we mlix have golden eggs 
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iirfllturp/ It is our desire to help> the cultivators it is our desire to* 
savd from the incubus of past loans and t<» stabilise the swiety. 

As regards tlie rate ot interest, there was of eouise much si'ope for 
lesseuing it. hpt in otir decision \\e ha\e lieen mtuatt‘d and led by 
variotta consideiations and our jwrty has arrived at tlie tlceision that 
the .rates of interest should be 8 and 10 per cent, loi tlu* time being 
I wa§ personally in iavour oi 5 and !» pci cent., and 1 suggested that 
rate .originally in in\ own Bill. Hut wc an* not going to take that 
step as vve had to ariiNc at this decision attei caretullx weighing 
confli(*ting views aiul intciest.s. My tiiend on the oj>j'osit ion , Mr. 
Abu Hossain Sarkai, siigg^csted tliatMhc rate should In* d and 4^ per 
cent. I can ijuite undci.staiid him Immuhsc if the (loveinmeiit pru- 
po.sed I {)cr cent., he would liave proposed zero pci rent. ; it is opposi- 
tion for <ij)j)osit ion s .sake. Hut wc tliink that tor the pies<*nt wc aic 
sticking to the g(ddt*n mean, and b\ stirking to this gohhm uumh uc 
will 1h* ahlc to give ample leliet tf> the people. Sli, toi otiee at least 
my frn*mls on the t tpposii i<ui, (hat is ihe ('ongiess Hiundies. liave said 
good things about the Ministi\ and tlu* ('oalition lh»rl\. bor once at 
least thc\ ha\c apiucciated that in emoting this section tio\eiiimcnt 
have done sonu-tiniig uhnK i*' lmmmI . it is a liapj>\ sign and I i an 
assuie my ('oni^icss fneiids that had the\ heha\cd in this \\a\ we 
could do mmh better woik. in the past \\v liaM- semi (bat the\ li.id 
nothing good to sax of the .Minis(r\ (Halm Nu.i.mikv N vni Skn; 
Heeause nothing g-fuid was done i Von ma\ sa\ so, Imt we know that 
inan> good things were done. 1 tell m\ Kniopean fi lends om e again 

(Mi. Am 11 oss\i.n S\Kh\K: 4 he\ require no assuranee fi'om 

Noui we know quite widl (hat in the ease ot MihstanliM* laws it 

is not usual to gl\e i el lospect i\ e etiec I and in ease of ohjeetiNe laws 
retrospei tiM* ettei t can he giseii Hut in this case we lia\e gi\en 
retiusjH*( 1 1 ve eftei t for leasiUis tliat in the past thcic was no faw and 
the ])uNing capui It \ of the people has dwindled. We are enacting a 
law whicli we expect will firing in lo.siiios. So we are quite justitied^ 
in giving’ it a ictrosjiei tiNc <*fleet 

With these words, Sii, I oppo->e all the aiiuuidment s and lend my 
support to the Hon’hh* Minister iii this mattei. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am soirs. we hav<* nut bmui able to finish any 
ot the (iauses during the wh(de of the <lny. There afe still two moie 
bptiakers to sjieak, but it is no use <b‘tairiing tlu* m»*mbers lo-iughl, 

1 would, tlieiefoie, like to adjouin the House now 


Adjournment. 

* • . 

^ The House was then adjourned till 4-4') ji.m. on Friday, tlie :j:}rd 
June, at the '‘Assemld\ House (‘ubutta. • 



[23rd JrjfE, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmhly met in the Assemibly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 23r(l June, 1939, at 4-40 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizri. H.\QrE, c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hoii’ble Ministers and 199 members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The tollowinjr member made his (tath or Atfiimation of alle^iaiue 
to the Crown: — 

Srijut I’ratul Chandra (fanj;ul,\. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Students who have secured appointments aftir passing from 
the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta. 

*519. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (o> Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in ( harp* <d the Kdueation Ib‘partment be please»l to lay on the table 
a statement showin^^ tor the law! five \eurs the number of Mu.slim and 
rilindu students who have la^en proviiled with jof>s both in (Toverniueut 
and mercantile ofhees alter passing; irnm the G(>vernment (^oiiimeroial 
Institute. C’ab'utta^ 

{In Vyill the llon’ble Minister Im* ])b*ased to la>‘ on th(‘ table a list 
showing'’ for the last fi\e \ears the names of candidates with community 
to which each bebm^ed, recommeiidetl tor employment by the Institute 
authority Y 

(c) It the numWr of Musliai> amongst them was small, will 
Hon’ble Minister 1 h* pleased to state the rea.sonsl" 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
non*bl« Mr. A. K. Fazlul^iiq): (o) No statement can be furnished 
as there is no vsystem in opc^ration to maintain t'Untact with students 
passing out of the fustitute. 
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(b) A list is laid on the table, • 

(e) Muslim students who do well in the examination usunll.v go up 
for B.Com. and are not eundidates for immediate employment. Others 
secure jobs by their o^n efforts and are not available at the time an 
eniiuiry is rei'eivej. 

Sf^tetnenf referred to \u the refdif fo t Jouite (h) of ,<tarred tiuention 

o. *57.^, sliowniff for the lost fire years, the names of eandtdates. 
With earn m unit reeom mended for employment hy the (lorern- 
meat Ctjm merrial Institute. 

[M against a nanu* iiulKutoh .Muslim, r ('hnstian ; the rest are Hindu*] 

1. Hari Nath Sen Ciupta. 

2. Shyma Das Ohatterjee. 

KamalakshMi Pada Chaudhury. 

4. Amiya Mohan Hose. 

5. Subhas (’handra Datta. 

G. Nritya (iopal (’liakravarty. 

7. (turu Das Han^rjee. 

8. Nakuleswar Ohatak. 

9. Byomkesh Sanyul. 

10. Kudha Madhab Mukherjee. 

11. Hibhuti Hhu.san Hanerjce. 

12. Uolam Juher Ali Khan iM). 

1. Amarendra Nath Mukherjee, 

2. Kamala Sankar Ghosh. 

•1. 4ar>jiath Sen (iupta. 

4. Pulin Behari Rout. 

6. Meryin White (('). 

6. Talib-uz-Zaman (M^. 

7. S. Habibur Rahman (M). 
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1936 ^, 


1. Ashutosh Dey. 

2. Abdus Samad {M). 

3. Sunil KriHhna Das. 

4. J^rafulla Kumar Hhaftaclierjee. 

6. Am area (Ira Nath Muklmrjee. 
b. Hum Sankar Muklmrjee. 

7. Siibal Sakha Sen (iupta. 

8. Hanajit Kumar ('liatterjee. 

9. lJil>huti Hiiusun (fan^iily. 

10. Hanna Hal lianerjec. 

11. Durj^apada (’flatter j(*e. 

12. Shymadas Lahiri. 

13. Haran f’liandra Dus. 

14. Paresh .Xutfi Hal. 

16. Niranjan Hauer jee. 

1(1. Habind ra Nath Hunerjee. 

17. Anil Hhusan l^itatunda. 

18. Nufrendra Xath (’hatlerjee. 

19. Satya (.’haran (rhosli. 

20. lUiolunath Hanerjei*. 

21. Hanesh (’handra Datta Roy. 

22. Hiswatiatli (’hatterjee. 

^3. Sibu Hrosad (ih(»h. 

24. Hamranjau llanerpH*. 

26. Mehdi Hasan (.1/). 

20. Haimjit Kumar (ihosh. 

27. (iuru Das llanerjee. 

28. Sudhan^^su kumar Hose. 

2tb Xilkanta Hhattai herjee. » 

30. Satya Kinkar Hunerjee. 

31. Hulin Hehari Hout. 

32. Xaresh Kumar Hasu. *• * 

Amiya Kumar Hanerjee. 

34. Iskander Ali Chaudhury (.1/)^ 
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1937-38. 


1. Del>eu(lra Xath UVahma. 

Bireswar Chatterjee. 

.3. Pan<‘hanan (’hatterjee. 

4. Xarayun Das Mukherjee. 
o. Prat 111 rh a 11 (Ira (fliosli. 

0. Ajturlm Krisbnft Datta. 

7. Aiiihika C’liaran Muklierjeo. 

5. Anil liliusaii ]*«itanin(la. 

9. Siikumar (rhosli. 

19 Sat\a f’haraii (rhosh 

11. .lyatiNbasu Poy (’houdliury. 

IV?. Mohiiii Mohan Mukliorji. 

Id. Tarak Nath Bhattadiarjo#. 

14. Nurondra Nath Banerjee. 
lo. Nilratun Mukhi^rjtv. 

Ui. Md Ahdul Wahah (.1/). 

17. Ptatulla Kumar Ihil. 

IH. Aiun Bus*' 

19. Bl>^\anath (’inttorioo 

20 .lil>an Krishna Haidar. 

21. ANhutosli l)ey 

22 Ki I'-hnadhan Karinakar. 

2d. Taiapada Haidar. 

24. Dur^’-apada (’hatterjfo. 

20. Mana^iia Chaiaii (faiijLruly. 

20. Hanajit Knnuu Plfattt^rjee. 

27. Basiidoh (Tho>al. 

28. Bisx^anath Sarkur. 

29. Maniiidia Nath Deh. 

dO. Kahindra Nath Banerjee 

31. Mahadoh rhandia Sen. 

32. Ain;ireiidra Nath Mukherjee. 

3d. Kanajit Kiiniar Mnstah. 

“• 34. Brindahan (’haadra Basak. 

35. Raaesh (’handra Datta Roy. . 
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3(J. Sunil Krishna Banerjee. 

37. Ram Sankar Muklierjee. 

38. Arun Jyoti Bose. 

39. Xirmal Krishna Naj^. 

40. Satyendra Nath Datta. 

4f. Bannalal Banerjee. 

1938-39. 

1. Md. Khalilur Rahman (J/). 

2. Shaikh Subhan Ali {M). 

3. Salil Kumar Basu. 

4. Sachindra Natli Banerjee. 

5. Birendra BhuHaii (ihosh. 

6. Rameiidra Nath IJatta. 

7. (Jolokesh Ghosh. 

8. Basmlel) (ihosal. 

9. Asoke Kumar Sen (ifupta. 

10. Sibsankar Chatterjee. 

11. Nritya Gopal Chakravarty. 

12. Sudhir Kpmar Banerjee. 

13. Nitaipada Dus. 

14. liaridbaran Mukherjee. 

15. Md. Abdul Latif {M). 

16. Jibau Krishna Haidar. 
tT. Sankar Das Banerjee. 

18. Kshitish Chandra Roy. 

19. Kanai l^il Basu Mallik. 

20. Nagendra Nath Chatterjee. 

21. Aiuulya Chandra Mukherjee. 

22. Sourendra Nath Ghosh, 

23. Ganeshpada Banerjee. • 

24. Abani Bhusan Chatterjee. 

25. Haran Chandra Das. 

2$. Brindaban Chandra B^sa^. 

27. PrafuUa Kumar ^Bhattacherjee. 

28. Bijon Kr. Sen Gupta. 



im.} QFESTIOXS. 5T 

Maillvi ABDUL BARI: Has the attenti^i of the Hoirble Miiiinter • 
been drawn to the lists for the years l9*i7-*iS and 19»J8«19 where it m 
shown that in the year 19»{7-‘tS out of 41 passed eaudidates only one 
Muhammadan was appointed and in the year 19d8-*19 out ot passed 
candidates only three Muhammadans have been appointed ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not apjiointed. but only retommended for 
appointment. 

Th6 Hofilile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, my attention ha** 
been drawn to these lists, and 1 have asked the Principal t«) furnish 
information us to the number of students who actually parsed that 
year. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be ]>leased to 
state who is the recommending^ authority? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is tio recommeiula- 
tion. The IVincipal has been asked to supply names, and 1 believe 
tlmt he will <lo so. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
Mate how many Muliammadun student> applied tor appointment dininff 
these perioils, namely, l9d7-dS and HtdH-d9? 

Mr. SPEAKER! From the Commercial Institute? 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Yes, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is exactly the infor- 
mation that I have asked for, and if the hoiioiirnble member wants^ 
to press his (juestion. I will sujjply the information later on. 

Waking of the Bnlyadhari Spill Area Flihermen'e Go-operative3ooiotyt 

Limited. 

* 

•526. SJ. ASHUT08H MULLICK; On Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in 'chanjre t>f the Co-operative Credit adid Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment W pleased to state whether it is a fact that complaints were made 
regardinff the working in the Bidyadhari Spill Area FisbermeiCs Co- 
operative .Society, Limited, and against ^t he Co-operative Auditor in^ 
that connection? 

* (6) If the .Biwer'to (a) is in the nffirm.tive, yrh.t wrtion, if any, 

was taken in the matter? 
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• (c) Is the Hon’ble Midfeter aware that losses were incurred by the 

society during? the period the said Auditor was in its charge? 

(d) If the answer to (r» is in the aftinoative, what was the amount 
of that loss? 

(e) For what period or periods did the said Auditor hold such 
charge ? 

(/; Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that advances for purposes of 
development of the fishery were made to the society by the Bengal 
Provincial Co-operative Bank as well as by the Registrar from funds 
within his administrative control (e.g., the Development Fund)? 

(//) If the answer to {/) is in the affirmative, wnll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) when were tlie advances made; 
in) the amounts of such advances; and 

(ni) wliut amounts of such advances have been recouped from the 
s(K‘iety uj) to 31st December, 1938? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok): (o) and {r) No. 

(/?) and id) Do not arise. 

(c) From 1st April, 1937, to 1st December, l!t38. 

(/), (//) (/J and in) Investments by one Co-operative Society in 
another Co-operative Society are the private aftaiis oi the societicvS eon- 
cerned, and (lovernment an* m)t resj»onsil)b‘ f«n‘ these matters. 

A sum ot 7.141-19-9 wa> udvanee<l from the Development Fund 
in Se[)temlMU', 1933. 

nil) The hoimuralde member referred to the answer given to item 
%r) of part {d) of the answer given to starred (luestion No. 474 on the 
2t)th May, 1939. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be 

pleast'd to -tate it ans complaint wj^s received b\ (fovernment regal d- 
ing the admini.''tVation of th^ Fishermen’s Co-opeiative Soiiety in the 
Bid\adhari Spill area? ^ • 

The Hon’bic Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The ques- 

tion was spe<dlically asked ami 1 have given the un-iwer “no”. 


Dr. NALINAKStIA SANYAL: This is a supplementary question. 
Will the Hon'ble Minister please irive an answen? 
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Th* Hon'bl* Mr. MUKUNDA BEHAHIV MULLICK: My answer* 

is in the uej?ative. 

Dr. NALINAK8H/¥ 8ANYAL: Will the Hnirhle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a tact that lomplaiiits al»mit discrimination in 
the matter ot aliotiuent of a lertain portion of tlu‘ Bid>adluui Spill 
area in favour ot tliis society was re<‘eived b\ (tovernmenty 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK; Not to my 

know ledj^^e, •Sir. . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Is the Hon’ble Minister aw*are 
that in this House a tew davs ajro a (juestiou was asked to which the 
Hon'lile Minister in cluirjre ot ( 'omniunicat ions and Irrigation 
Department did answer to that effects 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: That miuht 
have l>een tiie ( ase, so tar as the Irrigation Depaituient is i-oncerned, 
but nothin;* wa^ addie^stHi to me. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

East Indian Railway Employees’ Co-operative Credit Society. 

255. Miss P. S. SELL-NART: (./> With reference to his answer 
to un'*taiied cjue.stion No. ll‘J on the ‘^ttth Murcti, Itfdtt, will the Hon’ble 
Mini.st»^i in char^fe of the Co-operative Cretlit ami llural 1 ndebte«lnes» 
Department be pleased to .state whether tiie amount involved, viz., 
Rs. lo.oK). was recovered from the jiersons concerned ^ 

{In If tlie ainswer to in the ne;r«tive, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state how wa.s the lo.ss made ;roo<l to the Hast Indian 
Raihvav lo-operative Credit Society!" j 

The Non’blo Mr. MUKUNDA DENARY MULLIQK; (a\ Yes. In 
the first ca.se the amount was made ;rood hy the National Hank of India 
anti in, the. second ca.se b\ the clerk wlu» committed the fraud. 

{h > Does not arise. 

Mr. PROMATNA RANJAN TNAKUfl:^ With r<d'erencp to answer^ 
(a), will the Hon’hle Minif.tei be pleased to state t.he a( tual amounts 
•recovered from tiie Merk as well nn the National Hank ot India /es- 
pectively Y 
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« Jh$ Hofi’blf Mr. MUMllNM SENARY MULLICK: The whole 
of the amount whh recovered. That is the answer that I have given; 
and in reply to tlie (juestioii that was asked on the last occasion 1 
think I answered it, and 1 can refer the honeurable member to that 
answer. 


Auditors of C(H>porative 8ocietieSi Rampurhat, Birbhum. 

266. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERdl: (n) Is the 

Hon’ble MiniHt(*r in cliarge of tlie f’o-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware — 

(i) that two Auditors of (’o-operative Societies in the Rampurhat 
subdivision, Birbhum district, were suspended in Mav-Tune, 
1038; 

(it) that criminal prosecutions were started against them; and 
(tit) that the prosecutions have been dropped? 

(b) If the answer to (n) {til} is in the affirmative, what are the 
reasons ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps did the 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, take by way of warning to all depart- 
mental staffs against similar corruption in future? 

{<!) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on 
the table a slatement showing from the Kt April, 1037, to the 3lst 
January, 1030, the names of the employees of the department — 

(i) dismissed, 

{it) degraded, or 
{tii) suspended, 

noting against each individual the punishment (with date), the nature 
of the offence and the period spent in suspension? 

% 

Tht Hon’blf Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLIOK: (a) Yes. 

(h) The Public Prosecutor advised that there was no evidence to 
establish that any criminal olfettce had been committed, 

(c) A circular was issued by the Registrar warning departmental 
officers against such irregularities in future. 

(</) No. A statement bf offences committed with the punishments 
awarded is laid on the Library table. I regret* that in the public* 
interest it is not desirable to disclose the other details. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

TIi 6 MoiMy-lMidArt Bill, 1839. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA: Mr. Sir, 

TO CTORTO ^ 

w *(*( STTSTO (>Tvr ^nt? $PFni smOTt *ni? ITrvr ctrf — 

TOHTO wfH STOK Jurors srt w c^nro i 

Coalition * Party ?! 5^^ WHTTOt APrrwl #6 1 A 

cfTOt c<(wftTO “«(TOr* m sp^ cAi«r<T. cr? ron 4‘*i<i4t \ 

«tTOT ^ ^ 5wr, CT’TO oir^ ■t^n 5TfT“ f^ 

Sto^ ctoi «tT? TOirtro ^rrttr? *tc«(T 

5[Tf^ a^ WTO W9i«4^ vot ^ •n16‘ 

T<c<5 ' ^ crow, a^ cnro f^-swroi ^ cnt TOi 

^CSPt =^l (A MEMBER FROM THE COALITION PaRTY : tWiA 

^1) afro? ^TKiTO ^RiTO 5 tot crop jwmc^; a^. ^pttto a[TO ^ 4T? 
c^fTWtTO, w ^r?T ci«pr*f. 5T?T A^rerr? ctto mtis « 

a^r^ c^WT € ATOT ?niFr ^<n asH it^nrroQ ®T41 

i^-aTRi arswra tfiticw sifn wro wra *(11? erf? 

4J4Htl ?R!T I 

c^g^N Igl ^ a^ a?^ CITO ’W ATTO a^t CTTO Coalition 

Party? c*nt at t ^ yp^T. ?T?T ^?rfy at arrt? yjrr? fw? at ayrt 

?;fp|RT?T a» ' Mf » ?^ ' c? ?r?T ?t ?t?t tot? top aTOTOr c®c? trry tot ?yr 
miF ar ary c^ttwey totto tot? !?to anrrsR =iTt, irstJr totto tot 
l^«f . mfji ^ TO TOT? ?T^*T y?T I ay yro «w?<cy ??t y?i^ ??. tot? t?TOT 

OT S^*fry «aiT*T y?T a?T cirt S?r*T<cy ?5 t«t ctoto cto ?T??Ma ?t^ 
?^T"r c?TC? TO TOT? TOt? ?Tt I wt<cy ??fT yyr a?? TOy ?^ crocy 

CTO 5sv<cy ?an T t ? to? y?T ac?T«r?, ?wt? y?T?T ??yT? witro fW5? 

fro a ' a?Tt? y?Tt tot ?rn??T ytd i fy^ oiihtw? ? 1 tt at-?#? *r3y? ir? c? c?-cfT? 
?PTOt 5Sy 5 aH* t t y ?5 ^"t cyi?cat to ct’to tot ^tc?? a-y«rr« cro w^et 
TO :? n,f^4 ^ 5 AC*T? ac?r^? ??? acy?ii?t Set to ?Tt. tot Strof? «iti^ 
car^ yc^ cy?? ye? &yx? ' «t?*n stto ay?R ?*<q ?’tylTOR c? ‘*o[t??t H4cat 
ATt-€fTt a?t ay ft rt i ?? yrot, yrtr?? TO?-f?TO to ay yit stttot cyT?e?i 
aJr ctTW? na^^ ' W T? C’rt w? wto? tot to *nt?-eTO5T? 

fro? cyr? a; TO?t to ?t, wr-w? *TO?T-«llHf?t Set to^i fy^ a?=T TOtro 

qj OPTO’ ^rec Mcmey-lendern Bill a? aCHW? TOl i yT?*t TOTRI 

ATtcy Sryr ctro wi tyro y?T ti SfyrljT fro to?t ire? fy ?t i a-?ycy? 
?i; H 76 r*g CTO TO c? fTtey to to c?«it ti tot to t? e? “TOt? yret tryr 
?Tt, TOT? ?>?;:? yrf cney Styr at? fro •nti— ?f? cita? tot rrtr tieyr i” 

at-?ye??’ ?;g *r* n f?eit toic?? yy^-roey? ^to-tot nT#iTaa cyrevi yy*2i? 
, TO yrtei? to wt ye? ?t w? aTwVl? to afroyl cy?ie?. a-yy? 

Htm^§? gT cyi? ?Tfff?rTO? yn cw to? rey« tocto to c?cy ?Te?T cTOt 
. ' ' ' / 
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* 

• wtR OTSTJ •nt? ^ I • *iiHi** W»hT^ rt 

twtr^ 5^;;^ c^jt fi^i ^TtR6 'OT<r 4i3i^ ^rfzscw nc^ 5^3 tost ?=(oti 

(Laughtcff wa» heard from the* Coalition Group.) ecTOT ^l l 
jrnrr ■tpa ^ •itcir ®tot f^ «rRTiTf^ «Rr^ •rra 

ronjrr? wr«fm wro 

wf[ OTI PTOl f^ ^rf»( <il-w ^TTOOT crow 5TC»«t^ fldfHtft W BlTOOT 
CTO aTw«T *crTO I>dpt < 1 ? f^ccir c^, 

iTwn'^nfOT *ic«rT a-TO c^nror sTt^or ac^RTC?! ^ ci5t^ 

. 4-TO TOr?-5Tl^ ^TCf TO "ttoM TOTin' BTOTO C’TOi ^ C=?I I 

. ?TOrt "nro? ^3^7(TO JFTTO ®TW HTKMin3ttl*CW TO 

^•(iicv tor ?T^ c^^^H w^ift4a( 4r4^:Ji4 f^rcro *d?^JF;j> vt cr*R 4T^- 
8WTO <a(>T m34i<i ctotc^ 5C4 C4 c«nca4 ?Frf ctrc^ cto ^ 5C4i 
TOT TO fT^l CW «^rcf Tot ^T 4n‘ 4T? C^ fHC»CH4 aCITTOTO^ c^ 

f^’*c?^^ C'T^T? TO ^ TOR. 55TO ^ STC^T? ^ fTOft «TO TOT TO TO^ 
4T cn fro? TOOT TOT fTOR nCOT TOCl TO TO C15TC*^ TO ^«WTOT 
anlf^ CTTOT <3b<l4 to ^4^ TO 5t4TTO 1«T C4TTOI STOT® TO? TO 

t4f TO 41? TO4T COT? 434 ? 4T? 4l^ C^TOl TO 57? 

C?<t 56RT? 5T?;«T CTO «rTO? ?4R C?Ci? 6C^^. TO C^-^TTFT nf?C*n? TO «TO4?[ 
4 C^ TOTR 5r? W «rr^ c? wrrro arm $ 1 ^ ott? ?t?>5i ctotj ?Tt ot 
?F«T <ait 5C? C? 4TOT arm (5T?T S5TOT C^ «nm ajTC?? fro f?C?« CTO c^? 

•rr?c?i 57 ? 4 ^ c?<t 5C? 515 ^ ott? cro c*tT? ot?t *Ff^ 

4C?I ^ ^ CTO? C?T?T 5C? 5T;;TOT 57 ;;^ TOTO? !TO? 

^TO ■(;?; c? aicTO*fiTt Sw? 5c? ^ ??, S'5vc<?i« rT?;c<. cron arm mcwe 

4f? OTT? ?C?? (JPPT ?C? arrc’^. ISTOTt JiTTO TORT? ?;? f??TnH OTT C?T8i;C g 

TORI arr? 4f? ^-5 t;;c4 to cttot^ ott? c4-(>t?st TO?r 

4C? — ?r '5n?l {Rft (>1^1 ThC? ai%3*c 4T^ CTOPC® TOTTC? I 

aro? ^5? 4R;; c?totft c? «totcto TOT?«ro: arc? arc? 4 j? 5 ^? tot g ^ t ^? 

C^HTPCTR COT? OTT? ®T6i5T? ^Tto OTT? i?T^ aiT? C*R&T? gTOT TOI, 

OT?? OT*T TO? JIC?T^ arrc? i f?p^ arPRT? 4^ij>^l»uapt»( aiT^-arocar 'fl-?TO 
a^p67 4OTOT «T<? TO anOT amrni ?c^ c? 4Tt?F ?t^ ?t^ 4;;;c? c aTT ^^cH? Jt^ft 

C??l arTTO C’ttiyiRT *T18riHl ®7l?c? ariTO ®i*t?C? JTTT ?T? CTO? TO 1441 

?ct>f?, (Jra^T ?r? cro? atcro ?T?t acJcfi 4l? a-?TO carr^ 

TOIT C?C^ C? ?Tt?^ 47^1 TO*t 47 ? 4J? &T4T 4T? C4? TOCai 5T4FT 4T? OTT? TO 
COTTO q;;?!!? 4;^nC? 4;;c? f4y«44T CTO 5'TO1 C? 4 * 4 ; ^-?4R cotf? to 
C 4TCTO4 f5t? 4f4 4^1 COT? OT4?"f^OTn^ C44 I5TOT aro? «RR CTO 47? OT4 
OT4 JTTT 47? CTOTO 4? C?*C? C4^ OT?l 5-4OT CTO 4P^44t ^aa? f4F 

fTt? 47 1 4?C^ tfTOT^ OT?I OTm 4TOT Hoii’ble Meml^er 444 C 4T C4C4H 

1544 t4TO^ 47 4rOT4, 474C4 4? W? 4 Tmf 44 -OT4^ C 47 14C44 — 

a^iirr arTO4 C4S4T aiTOTH? 4OT4? 4r4 ?^ 4C4 471 


TO4? 474 ? 47? TOC^ ?T«f7? 4TC4 am? 4TO TO to^ SCTOT 4? I 4;;C4? 
47? 4OT5 4C4 TO C4 ac^ aOT4«f a4t tV^ S6Cf?( STO? 4C41 aTO4«f TO 
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««t (PFTTO «rfi Tjron*!® oip^ fwjt jtt cfm fQK rws , 

BTW •(T^ «wmi arm Tito T¥i;JI ^ m 

ciTOt I TO in’ i?TOT-cv^«Hm aTOTr?^ wm\ aniit i pc \a*i * wfl 

a«n*5ic^ T^tro Tiro? Twi «roa? tof^ ^ ci w»rt?t jwto 

n*^roarw*4 W TO nllF <5 irrnif nm Itrwr wrira »mnr r» 

C»lW SPf*T TO?TOl 


Mf« A8IMUDDIN AHMED; Mi. S|»t*akei’, Sii, 

mw!(\ f^TO c«Q3TO *(TO »TO n^c^<R a^ mwm wro tof fa [CTO r ca 

tn^jTO cfmTfcan-i tot? itoii f?v*JWT?r f¥i^; n;iQ 

5Tm?i TO *T«n? C3*t1? aTO :aTT?F« ?T?T TOT? ^ WT^ m «ITTO CfTlCf , 

a?T? JTO aa*^ sT;;fw 5:?- tot srii tott ?TxaT? TO»?r 

nf?w^. a?nm? a^ nr^ ?«?T? jrtt jtot tot nt?c«nw? aafUr »Tiir Snn 
ctrai T^ aft: «(TtTO aTtr;n$ toti n? aw»fT al 

trrfl^^OT C? -nTOT 6R 8R a5RT?T 5nf^5 5r? ^ «TT*tT TO JTTIRTI (Tho ^ 

Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy ; ^ ?Tf?F? aq;? 

?7?TO C5T?) JJ^Trot <Ta;ort t jurist enro c??;i5 nrt scheduled bank 
a? notiliod bank a« C? »R «rn5TO TOT arm, nn 

fJT^?f>T'iifaTj5< ?r;5l to? a^ ^T:t^TfTO?T « TO-TOisTUf ?TT«f « 

?Tf*^RT C? ^ *11 0(^4 TOTT ItTCT 'Sjt RTaT 51 CH? f¥l^ •Till *(11 

(A MKMBKH FHOM UIK ('oAl.niON P\K1Y: ETVT^ia 

<rro^ cnxf, otto T?^ ant? TOa^i T?to faFi;;;t iron 

^;aoo HT? c? «at? nT*t cmcOT — «rfTOT? toI ^ t^sty ?tot. ?circf. 

<iS‘‘HR wonliiig a? ntTOTn Tfn «n? tyi;;^’ T?to *Tin ?i anri 

a^ Money-lending Ibll a C? aiTT? — aiTT:*T C? *T? C?6irr 

5 ^— ^ m ?rc?.— aTO ^r^ri «tit? c? jr toot tocikw-hot 

2IHT*T TOT? t?^ JTdt TO^ »T?T^'Ri!n' ^*rTO TO ?T « «^t5TTO *T^ CaTCiRT I 
OT?*T? ^T^TO j^TTT? TO «if5T?T sr^TTO TOT? T^rni 8TTT*T. Wt |rfT? 

(Tfara: acat toot to — •^ t??^*! c?n:a cw to oti m?! 

c^OT 5TOa^ TO?TO :? TOTgrror ?*r «Tfaa *t1???^«t tot? to otr 

tOTta SrfT? ar? ot ntaa cOTrak far^rc? cro, arryt! a Ttoc? c? a^t?*(T, ca^ir 

OTOT atTOTTa tTTOTrt OT OT*! TO?T^ aTOTTO I a^a? 00 OTTO «lTl? COT^ t?TO 

fro; Sata a artro rtot to OTt i c? am TOTT?Tf--OT6 aTaa, c?’ «fT? 9^ 
OTTO af5f?f af^TOTO TO TOTTOT?!:*TJ OTY? OTT? :? (>T?T K95 ClTCOTl OTT5t 
COT? OTlKfl 

♦ ^ C? ?? OTTOFOT fCICI OTT7 TOT ^ ^ aOT>; C?<t 5T? fVW^ 

5T? 1 art? c?TOTca oift a? c?, ?isf*OT? aOTPn? c?c*t? a?*?Tl>T nHm?( wr? 
fTcar cTOca *QC«f? T??? «itotto mrhI? ?tot1 otto f?T? OTfy a? t?ai>1 

a*CTC? OTOTTO aOT iTTOsqta amendment moye Cl T Cini? OTi? OTOT:*? . 

TOR yr? OTti OT?OT ?TOT OTf^f OTPOTTO 5TOT O TOTROT ? COTTO WWT fraTO 
^OT? WTI?t COTOTtt C?. ^ TOOT COT *TJ?? ?OT ??1 f?CTO,«rm gTT H ^gT -f r TOfT?t 
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»ifr ^1 (SKf^ tawtr «» gfmm mr erc^ .c^ fjm -wwi ^ srti cw 
■O'm »TO iwtr ww ¥cwf irk wtwra ^pft* H.ti* jr 
^ ^TTO wff Tiffi;TOt« rw ownt 

“idtn grrf=(i ^ a<R w ot, pw i?nt c*Rr <aPRira toit, Wt tot? stott? 

Wt*T? C?T? fllT? ^TIOT *fT?C? ?n <9C?TO COT CTOI 9C?lm *TTO^ OTI 

t5(C<f <ap OTTC? vsm ?TC1[ l *t^ CT? ??, C*RT? CuTOT COTRT OTT ft?, OTTfC 
■?7T a^f? ipntTO ?c<^i ?•( Hrf«T'*n «ntc?6 c?c>^ f?TO f??^ * 11 ?^ 

^TC? ^1 45'‘*trc4 *WTTO?T OT? UT^ C^TCST? C?^ ?T?I OT?T ^!5&T 

'WTC? COT COT C?TC?Cf , C^ ?5COT COT COT? C5TOT 1 a? Ca^ COT?? ?Tf? 
OTCHK-??COT OTT. OT a?r ca<t? «nTrt cfTcv ^t^ot srt OT?tOT mOT? prti 
a? OTT OTTC?? ??^ f?? ^^COTC'C? OTflT t?l?t<l, ?T «RT ?? ?T?r COT 
■* OTf =Tr ?tTO 4*1T?TC<T7 OTT a? STCTO ^ C?«?r? ?T? a? nfffOT? 7WT?^COT 
^OTl 

»T?TO1 OTc?? <^^KTC*T C???? t?OT ??T OTT, C^ f?OT «rrf? OTCOT? 

C?IOTr-~*Tt??T?"T OT?? CTO OTT? C?TOT OTCTOl CTOT? OTTTO cV^.Ca: OT 

c? ^ 18 i(i ?wr a? a ®(T?c?? ®n?r? 5 t^c*tt*r ??t t?*ii i ?t?*t 

?f? a? ??? 5i;<»n ? — ?tot ??, ot*t? toot ?f«T a^ cotc^ ??. *T?1? 

OTOT? ?TBTO ??, OTC? OTT? a OTC^ amendment TO? OT*nTO TOH? 
OTC’ TOTOTT OTT? OTT COT? TO ?? TO a? CTTtC^ fOT OTT 
fro? f?OT COT? C? draft TO COT?Cf OT OTT •TTOT* COT? COT?C? 
sntTOi a«R TO COTW ot? OTt)? t^? ficar — oo^ i>TOT. to 

c? ?tTfiF Utot ot?* c?K?fia a?t tHGi^i ?1 tt bitc?t ^t?>^ ott c^t crot !ot 

OTi'TOi* ^JTOTT atr?,— ^?<R ?Tf? OT^? *T? OTI 018^ JTOT, ?TC^ <^6 a^Ft>TOT W$i (>TOT? 
.c?*(1 ??. a?t OT lOT Bft?? p? TO aCTOC?t COT tMC?C? C? ?<?H? 

a^cv?* ?nsT? 8m fKc? ?T?h ?t??TC?. ott a?? *n^ ^ 8m8 T<#1 ir?cTO i a 
TOTT? C^ ^rrt? COT? CT? CTO C*TT? COT. — COTT ?OT fOTi ^ C?S 

• C^?C? tOT, OT?=f? C?fTO fOT? f?C?TO TO OT C^ Tto fOT? CTO ?T? C? a? 
cnt^ OT? C!r<t? ^TOC?? TO 3^ ?? =nt! 6fOT COT? TOOT ST?- 

tot: c?C5t cototi ?i? to to to ?% « c?tc«t? 

r-'J5OTT,.a CTO? SOT COTOT. «IT?? SPTJC5? TOT a? JT? TOOT OTOT? f?C»T? 
OTT ?T?T ??OTl f?^ a? «nt?8^ C? OT? OTT. CJT&T COT COT ?? OT?? 
OT?*'??? ?Tt? COT? TO?T STCar fOTT ?5Tf? tOT C?C? C?? aT?*Tl>1 

TO c?pc?i a? ?r^cOT cot? ^ aT??T ^rf^TO^T HCainl? COTT? 

TO?T ?;;t?. t?^ ot? *ot ?? — -?;ot« — OT? r c?? t? a¥l>T cstfrs? toot 

OTT nr^ftl ???« 5[f? TO C?t? fro COTtro. tOTR a?t)T BTTO? iTC? 

-c?TC? arfci w??fcr? cot ot ot c? tot^ ottcr? tot a?t tottotot? 

OT* TO ff? TO fOT? fro? fCTOi COT? c?Tc?? r;*w^?*’ 

sat--TO?tc? lafetTOT? cot? cot ?? c?tc? ot i at intc? Trot^ otT? vmm 

vm ?TTO Rit, ?ROT^ OTf? Itcy OTT? OTT? COT CRRTO OT 
. OTTt?, TOOT.* ??, OT? OT STTOTR ?t?a5Cfl ff f OT*H l ca OTrt? 

tT?r t?r? TO CTO COTT? ?TTO TOW aC?TlR Rt^ 
COT TO aar? OTl OTRT?r OT[ ?fR RI’^fRft 'tRC?f?ir. ?CTO COTF COT? 
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cWfpr. rmx SR mm wt men c«nsrs rtsro sw mrcn ict to f(ct tow 
in#rySRTOmW^^tTOTO,TO.WTO 81 Wl ^rTOTOnTRiWVW^ 
sr ^ skR.TO'rts'S *4S «ts«(R>s OT ^swiwf »ii»rt«pSi «t <is»rt t^ 
^Itl TWI^ » t l“lt fn' *(lfj ^1 ■*W«fP(C‘S* Sfp< nomin*! TO^ PSK* mSTt 
tsR TO srar “(a»»i 5 m ^ am^ sts bt ^;Hrti 

TOtw? «tB«TW 5 «TO ^ am. aofiR frorot asnW ■fr to. 
<w«fw5 ^ TO 3Bf<P! wmr Jiiaa «ii*u to* arts an* srort tot* sr 
ctItoI sr cstwa awTs at ca topr tos sroa ca toI cat toTSt to casir 
aSs; srfa wt-ama aa^amca aja? m •rasar (?) froltw aero cat ama 
aarotfai aa caal asRa asatac-Sa area faa; am ars' arfi an wTa at acs 

MiUlvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: S„, \ lis^ to ^ivo 891110 
reasons tor my ^memlments. 1 'lu> Select (’ommitfet* Ims pmjHmtMl 
that tlie money-lender will he able to realise double the prineipul in 
all, and it }>as also proposed in respei't of int(»reHt 8 per cent, per 
annum tor secured loans ami 1(» per cent, per annum for uuKemred 
loans. H\ my amendments, I projiose to reduce the total amount. 
The money-lender will be able to realise U times the principal and 
as to the rate ot interest I propose d per cent, for secured loans and 4 J 
jier cent, lor unsecured loan*. To some of my friends in this flouse, 
this proposal may seem to be unreasonable. Hut I be^^ to submit that 
if we consider the persons for m bom we are leifi.slatiiijf in fliis llmise, 
my ]»rn]>(>sil s\ill not be so very unreasonable as it may otbeiwisi* 
be .su])p<Ked to be. The Select (’oiinuittee j>roposed inrlmle all 
debtors and all loans viitliin the Hill. Hut by successive exclusiiuis 
we liave taken away most of the loans and most of the debtors from 
file operations ot the propostul Act. ,We have excluded cominercial 
loans; we have e.xclnded loans to be jrranted by scheduled banks and 
loans to *be granted by the notified banks. We have excluded Waiin 
for the purpo.se of erecting hon.ses in niunic if»nl areas. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid all these points are ttot rel#%*ant. 
You may reserve them for the third reading. At present, ]>lease con- 
fine yourself to the amendments. * 

Mauivi ABU HOSBAIN BARIMR: Sir, in this «'ay most of the 
loans have been excluded and the only persons who are supposeil to 

*affe«ted» by the Hill are the personf w’ho will take loans for. bare 
*neces.sities of life* that is fr>od and clothing. Besides theses persons, 
i.e., peraon.s who will take loans for food and olothijig 1 think no other 
persons arill he left in Bengal who will affected or f>enefited by the , 
operations of the Bill if it is pasjied into law. Therefore, I submit 
•tiiat this kind ol debtors must be giTen opportunities to clear their 
deb*» as soon as prissible, because these debts are taken not for any^ 
6 ' ’ 
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Irind of pmfesftion or trade but for making two ends meet. If dif&cuU 
ties are i>ut in their way of clearing the debts, these poor people, the 
agrieulturists and labourers, will be put to gfOat hardship and difH* 
^ cutties. Therefore, I submit that the rate of interest should be 
lowered as much as possible. Three per cent, for secured loans and 
per cent, for unsecured loans will be quite reasonable and if they 
are allowed to clear their debts by giving the principal together with 
half the principal as interest, it will be quite reasonable. 


Now, my friend Mr. Ahmed Hossain last night referred to me 
and he said that he could understand me quite well that I would 
always oppose the Government. 1 am glad that sense enough has 
dawned on him though very late, at least to understand one person in 
this House. I remind him that I always oppose the Government on 
some principles. I do not practise Boswellism; nor am I a courtier 
of King Canute. (A vou k from thk Coalition Bknciiks: You are a 
courtier of the Congress.) 1 also remind him that like him Gilzai blood 
never runs in my veins, so that I shall always run after a higher rate 
of interest. I also remind him that his Johnson this, time accepted at 
least two of my amendments in connexion with this Bill. 


Now, 1 want to submit a tew words with respect to the opinion 
expressed by my hoH’hle friend Mr. Khaitan. He »ays that if the rate 
of interest is drastically reduced, money will run away from Bengal 
and the money-lender will take shelter either in Bihar oi some other 
country. If that be the case, I shall not be sorrx for it. If money 
goes away, 1 mean the mone\ imported from Rajputana and other 
places goes away to those countries with the money -owners Bengal 
will be rather fortunate. Again my honourable friend Mr. J, N. 
Basil told us last night that it drastk’ reductions were made in respect 
of interest, money might safely be deposited in some secure place 
in the United Kingdom. Here also I assert the same thing that if 
^iiioney imported into our country from the United Kingdom goes away 
w’ith its owners and if the money and the owners are safely deposited 
in the United Kingdom Bengal will he rather fortunate. (The Hon’hle 
Mr. IJ. S. SuHRAWARDY : No, No.) I as u man, as a true-born Bengali 
like to *be a Barbarian even in my ow’u country insteml of being 
exploited by moneyed exploiters. I rather like to keep iron, coal 
and other lumniforcial products in my ow^n country reser\‘ed for being 
used by us in time instead of being exploiter! by foreign capital and 
the imperialists who come frofti other countries. * # ^ 


Mr. tPlAKCR: May I know how these remarks are relevant to 
the question of reduction of interest from 10 per cent, to 4J per cent.? 


Millivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKARs I am referring to the soeech' 
of Mr. J. N. Basu. 
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Mr* E^BAKiRs You may reserve all these remarks for the third 
Heading. I shall give you enough chance. 

Hsilivi ABU HUSSAIN SARKAR: So, I submit that reduction 
in the rate of interest is urgently necessary in our c*ountry for the 
people for whom we are legislating. I hope that if my hoirhle friends 
on the opposite have been making some remarks under the impression 
that my amendments are quite unreasonable, they will perhaps be 
now (convinced that the poor people of this country who will be benefited 
or who are supposed to be benefited by the present legislation will 
require such drastic reduction and for them '1 per <ent. and 4J per 
cent., are quite reasonable. With these remarks, 1 commend my motion 
to the acceptance of this House. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. S|ienker, Sir, yesterday evening’s 
debate and to-day’s discus'^ion liave centred round the rate of interest. 
So far as tlie rate of interest coneerned. if 1 were a dictator or if I 
had a magic wand in my hand, the word “interest” would have been 
entirely extirpated from the dictionary. Sir, circumstanced as we are, 
and situated as we have l)een. it i> practically impossible for tis living 
in a land which is a c(Hmop(»litan jirovince consisting of th(>se who 
enjoy interest and those who refuse to enjoy interest (namely, 
Englishmen, Hindus, (’hri^tiaii'i, Jews and Mussalman^i to wi[»e out 
the word “interest” from tlie Heiignli or English diet ioiiar> . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What about self-injerest y 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir. it is impossible, for ordinnr> men to 
achieve miracles. It was reserved only tor one man in the whole history 
of the world, both past and present, and that was Muhammud. who, by 
a single verdict of his. abolished iiilere.st throughout the whfde of 
Arabia. Such a man does not exi*<t and it is rM>t possible for hutn%i^ 
beings to achieve miracles in the way in which it has been suggested 
by my friends Srijut Xarendra Nath Das (jupta anrl 5faulvi Abu 
Hossain Sarkar. 

* 

Sir. legislations are not things of sentiment, legislations are matters 
of reason and sanity. It is posaible for people i^esponsible, it is 
possible for critics to say an> thing that comes uppermost to their mind, 
btit sy fgr as legislators are conee^ued who have shouldered the 
responsibility of administering the country they have got a duty to 
their constituencies as also to others who may not agree with them. 
Therefore, it is not po.ssible for the Government to act in a fashion 
which is only to their own interest but to%ct in a manner which will 
satisfy all sections ef the people, at l^ast the majority of them. It is 
always a word of wisdom to follow the golden mcAn. And here in this 
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^natter Government has acted wisely in accepting the golden mean and 
the Coalition Party has acted more wisely in advising the Government 
to follow the middle course which will he to the advantage of the 
indebted people in that the interest with which they have been saddled 
may be considerably reduced and which at the same time will keep 
open the door of future credit transactions and not drj’ them up. 
Therefore, the j>rinciple that has been accepted by the Government, as 
suggested b\ the (Coalition Party, is the best which could be done under 
the circumstunces. Government have not tried to ride the high horse, as 
has been suggested by my friends Mr. Khuitan and Mr. Hendry, nor 
have tlie.N tried to ride a slow horse, as suggested by my friend, Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar. Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has out-heroded Herod 
himself. I sa.\ this purposely and with a determination, because so far 
us the ineiii'lxTs of the Coalition Party are concerned, 99 per cent, of 
tliem are extremi>ts in regard to the measures of legislation affecting 
the agriculturists ainl peasants. If my friend Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar 
tries to reduce the rate ot interest, it is onl\ to show that he wants to go 
further than what has been done h> the members (»f the Coalition Party. 
The members of the Coalition Part.\ have shouldered the responsibility 
of administering and (l(»ing good to the peojile at large, and therefore 
the\ have got to see with a clear vision; tlie\ cannot allow their sight 
to he Idurred in the wa.\ Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar has done. There- 
fore, I submit that the proposal ot tin* tiovernmeut t<» reduce the rates 
of interest from CJ and lb per cent, lo S and 19 per cent, is the best 
that could he done. Of course, spee<ljes have been made on the one 
side by Mr. Hushem\ , Mr. Sarkar, Mr. .\areiidra Nath Das (iujitu and 
others who want further to reduce the rate of interest. Here I am 
reminded i»f one thing. Only the (»ther da> 1 had been to the Province 
of Oms'^u where I met a jirominent member of the Orissu legislature, 
and I had a long discussion with him as regards the ameliorative 
mea>uivs that have been taken up by that liCgislaturc or the (iovern- 
iij/^nt of Orissa. The only thing ! heard tnnn him — and I am proud to 
declare here that lire Province of Orissa does not stand au\ (‘omparison 
w'ith the Province of Heugal so fur as unrelioralive measures affecting 
the peasants are (‘oneerned — the only good thing done for tire Province 
(»f Orissa *wtis the Kent Keduetion Act. 

MTi SPEAKER; How* is it relevant. Mr. Baril^ 

»- 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I was saying this ouly to impress 
upon the members of the House that the members of the Coalition Party 
are not behind anybody, whosoever he may be, regarding ameliorative 
measures, and the rates of interest that have been stipulated in this 
Bill are an item to which the attention not only of, the Opposition here 
but of the wliole of india is drawn, because the rates of interest that 
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hare been stipulated are the l>es<. So far as ray friend Mr. Khaitan is 
concerned, he wanted to raise the rate of interest higher and higher. 
He ought to have known— maybe he does not know-the rircumstaiu^s 
prevailing in the countryside. He is a gentleman who resides in 
Calcutta and roams about in cities like Calcutta, viu.. Bombay, 
Darjeeling, Madras, Lahore. Allahabad, etc. Therefore, he does not 
know where the shoe pinches. He does not know what per rent, of 
the menvbers of this Legislature who represent millions of people really 
knoAV that unless th^ rule of interest is reduced to a reusimuble extent, 
it will be impossible for (hem tt» give relief t<» (hose whom they repre- 
sent. In one sense Mr. Khaitan is right. He is representing the 
capitalists and certainly w<)uld plead the <*HU*'e of th<‘ capitalists and 
would not be true to his salt it he had not put up a case like that. But 
though he is represi'iiting the capitalists and is a fricml «»f theirs, he 
ought to have known that there arc others beyond the <*it> (d Calcutta 
living in the suburbs wh<» leally feed the people of ('ah utta and fill 
the pockets of the capitalists, 'rhcreforc. In* ouglit to jiuvc some 
sympathy, sonie kindness for those j>eople who are dying under the 
pressure of heav\ rate of interest at present. S(» far as the rate of 
interest is concerned. n(» countix in the world,— he it self-g«)Verned. be 
it independent, be it a coun(r\ having <Iominion status. oi )>♦• it a subject 
country — has such a high rate of intcicNt as prevails in the Proviruj* of 
Bengal. Ther<*f(»rc. it is high time that the rate of interest should hi* 
reduced, and that is why wc have fixed tin* rates at S and It) pci rent. 
And in doing so wc have looked to the intcre.st of the other side us well, 
80 that it must enable the tenants to get credit in order to run their 
daily transactions, AniT if the time comes and circumstances permit, 
this party will not hesitate even for a moment to reduce the rate of 
interest still lower. But that time has not _\et come. Oj coiuse, it 
would have been better if we could wipe out (he entire interest which 
exists, though that has been done to some extent in tin* Bengal AglW 
cultural Debtors Act. But this measure is meant to control the future 
money-lending transaction, and therefore we have fixed the rates of 
interest at 8 and 10 per cent. The question regarding <*omi)ound interest 
was raised by Mr. Hendry, and while be spoke be forgot tliHt%o far as 
compound interest is concerned, it lias Iweii excluded from the operation 
of this Bill. He was speaking aVout the Reserve ^Bank, scheduled 
b^ks and notified banks, but he forgot that those bank.s do not come 
under ^ be 'operation of this Bill. So, iTie question of c‘orapound interest 
does not arise at all. Compound interest ha.s always la*en hated, 
because h is always the man who produces and not the stone or the 
coin. Money does not produce money, ffliiit is why Islam has depre-* 
cateil the interest. But we have to Uwik to the interests of the Hindus, 
the Christians and others. My friend Mr. Narendra Nath Das (iupia 

has stated that according to bis religion also interest is forbidder 

• • 
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This i» the first time that we hear such a thing. Had it been so, 
certainly some other person would have said so long before, but that is 
the province which was especially meant for Islam, — absolute stoppage 
of interest. 

My honourable friend Mr. Narendra Nath Das Gupta, while speak- 
ing, tried to draw a distinction between the Congress and the Coalition 
Party. I am referring to it simply bcf ause he referred to it. (Maulvi 
Abc Hossaix Sahkah : This long speech is the result of your new 
appointment I) My friend is disappointed with the Congress Party, but 
1 would re(juest him to bear in mind, because he has some affinity with 
the Ctmgress and because he was disturbing me while I was speaking, 
that there is distinction l>etw'een the Congress and the Coalition Party, 
and that such distinction ought to exist. The distin<‘tion is this. 
Congress talk loud without imjiiemeiitiug their ])romises, while the 
Coalition Part.\ talk less but tliex mean w^hat they say and centre all 
their activities round constructive work, (’ongress carry on propa- 
ganda, but the Coalition Party are silent workers. (Mr. Sasaxka 
Skkiiar Sanyal: Congress suffers and the ('oaliticm l^arty enjoys the 
fruit thereof; the Congre.ss Party gives bread to the j)oor while the 
Coalition Party is indifferent to the nee(U of the p»)or!) The Congress 
is a visionary organization, the (’ongress deludes the peo])le with false 
hopes, whereas the Coalition Party practically does all the good work 
f(»r the <‘ountry. That is. Sir. the real difference l>etween the two 
parties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Pari, 1 am afraid J shall have to fix u special 
day for the discussion of tlie merits and demerits of the different parties. 
(Laughter.) 1 hojve you will now speak on the amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Yes. Sir. There is another point which 
was touched upon by Mr. Hendry, namely, that contracts must be 
honoured and respected, I do not know. Sir, if he is a lawyer, but if 
he had been a lawver perhaps lie would m>t have made a statement like 
that. 

(At tJiis .stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Th€ Hon’bNl Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
rather at a disadvantage liet^aUse amendments of various kinds have 
been moved at one and the same time regarding this se<'tiou, and I 
shall tberefare have to take the time of the House to some extent. 

^ The amendments centrf Kmnd some main propositions, — the dele- 
tion of section 2S{J) tVi) on the one hand or the reduction of the pro- 
portion to one and a half, or one and three-fouHhs on the other, the 
s^ncrease of allowable interest on ♦he one hand u&der section 28(2), or 
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tllft decreiifiie on the other. But there is one thing whieh I have found* 
mnfting through ike objectives of the main parties of this House, that 
there is a likelihood of our sense of pro|)ortion being somewhat warped 
in that race for popularity which seems to have overtaken some of 
the sections. 

Honourable members must have noticed that the policy of (fovern- 
meut has been not to interfere with the (conclusions of the Select 
Committee except on grounds of policy. It is for this reason that we 
have not toucclhed the puuishuicnt sections where w’e could have either 
increased or lowered* and in pursuan(‘e of this jxdicy we pitipose to 
abide by the figure regarding interest, namely, 8 or 10 per cent, 
arrived at by the Select Committee. 

Sir, Government is in this position that we have to look IWore 
and after and, while pining tor what is mit, we have got to lake 
account of conditions as they are 1 would direct the attention 

particularly of those gentlemen sitting <»pfMmite who go by the name 
of Krishak Projas, who have tabled certain amendments and who 
have spoken u|w)n them in a spirit of unreality which drives one to 
the conclusion that they have really tabled these not with a view to 
assisting the House in arriving at any practical suggestions or prac- 
tical conclusions but with a view to enhancing their own i>olitical 
prestige. I am afraid tliey will fail in doing so. Th(*y have more 
than ever earned the sohiiqnet which I bestowed on them of being 
(hiradin. I remember . Sir, that when we were discussing on 
the fio(H‘ of this House the rate of interest which should Im* allowed in 
the Tenancy Hill — when we were discussing it — to urreuiH of rent and 
Government proposed ()} per cent., i.e., half of the existing rate of 
interest, memhers belonging t<» that party which ('(ills itself the 
Krishak Proja party, suggested Ks. 0-8. They tlmughl that by tbiia 
reducing it by eight annas they would Iw* in a jiositioM to go to the 
country and show that they were greater friends of the raiyatg and 
agriculturists; they have thus earned for themselves, the Hohri(|uet 
eight-anna dandts^ whicii tbey are unxious to justify. illai 
Harendr.^ Nath C'HArmirRY: But that makes out 12 annasy) My 
friends of the Congres.s party are interrupting me. After all, the vain 
and valiant attempts in the Select Committee <»ii l)ehalf of money- 
lenders. they think that this tis a wonderful opportunity (llni 
Har£ndr.\ Nath (TiArDHCRY: Question.) to perform pamyafchitta, 
K«ad the .speeches of, say, Mr. Sut^mdra Nath Hisw^as and Babu 
Nagendra Nath Sen who all along have heen pnlling for the money- 
lenders, and to-day these gentlemen come forward end want to whittle 
down the proposals of Government just in order to tell the people 
that they are their greater friends than* we are. 1 am afraid thejr* 
• cannot perform pray^chita in thU easy way; something more drastic 
will be necensary. 
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j III fixing the rate of interest we have had to keep in view the fact, 
that it must have some bearing on the existing conditions. Now, if 
you desire to reduce the rate of interest to that absurd proportion 
suggested by Mr. A;bu Hossain Sarkar, it w^uld mean that we are 
really turning the Bill into a farce and that we do not want to consider 
this Bill as a serious proposition. I can quite understand Mr. Asim- 
uddin Ahmed who possibly does not know that there are any other 
sources of investment than those of banks and saving banks which give 
interest from IJ per cent, to 2 per cent., but for those persons whose 
speeches have attracted your attention, Sir, for example, that of Mr. 
Abu Hossaiu Sarkar, and wdiom 1 beg to recommend from the floor of 
the House in case, Sir, you are seeking for a professor or lecturer or a 
reader in Kcoiiomics for the University of Calcutta, it hardly sounds 
common sense when they ask that the late ot interest should he lowered 
to the abwdutely low figure of per ceut. There are industrial 
securities which fetch you 7 per (*eut. at the pieseiif moment and who, 
on earth, will be so stupid as not to invest his money in industrial 
se<*urities at 7 per cent, rather than invest money with agriculturists 
of doubtful paying capacity at 4} pei cent. If this was passed into 
law — if this amendment were accepted — it uould mean that nolnjdy 
would advance any money to agriculturists, and agiiculturisls and 
borrowers genemlly, who would he under the puiniul ne(es>ity of 
iKirrowing money, would not receive any money from any source 
whatsoever and the entire credit structure would collapse. We have 
had to keep all these things in view. 1 would he very glad in(lee<l if 
the rate of interest were reduced to pra(*tically nothing. We ( ome 
from a race yf borrowers, and 1 should be very hajjpy if in the result 
ail ovu delbts were wiped off and those persons who have profited at 
our expense were also reduced to the state of jieiiury. We aie the 
have-nots and we envy the haves. But of course there mu>( be u 
limit to our desire to expropriate othei*s. May 1 also j)oint out to 
this House that when we consider the rate of interest we should fix, 
•^e should take into account that the neigh Ixiuring province of Bihar 
litts fixed 12 per cent, for unsecuieil loans and If per ceut. for secured 
loans, and that Bombay has fixed 12 }>er cent, for uiivsecured loans 
ami y p^r cent, for secured loaus as the maximum. We have fixed 10 
per cent, for unsecured loans and 8 per cent, for seciire<l hjans. It 
may be said that this may result in tapitul flying out ot this province 
to Bihar or to Bombay. We know* that capital is extremely sensitive; 
but the capital of* the count|;yside — the capital of the Vast^ ritral 
Bengal — is not so sensitive that one per ceut. would make so much 
diSareace thgt it will fly away from here to Bibar or to Bombay, aad 
ao there is tlo possibility of any investment from suc’b quarters being 
^ made outside this provin<v. 

With regard to the remarks made on beb&lf of the European 
Group, 1 do desire^ to state that we realise that retrospective effect 

\ 
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given to a law ia bad in principle; but we jiiatify it in thia taae becauae# 
tb© condition of the people ia aiteh that witlu»nt retroapet'tive appli- 
cation^ there is no possible hope of saving them from the grip of the 
money-lenders into which they have fallen. We are most anxiuuit 
to rescue them. In fact, if you desire the province to pingress, if 
you desire that the people, as they are. shouhl live, you liave got to 
give i-etrospective application to this Hill, 1 entirely join i.ssiu* with 
the gentlemen opposite who were making spee(‘hes — parti«'ularly Mr. 
Asimudidn Ahmed, if I may refer to him; I do m»t think he knew 
W'hat he was talkiyg alHiut. For any Ihm 1\ to sa\ that this is not 
going to assist agriculturists or debtors shows that he has not read 
even the main pixjvisions ot the Hill u|K>n which he is pretending to 
speak. This is going to lielp them materially. Section lays 

doM’n that nobody shall In* deenuMl to ha\e been liable t<» pa\ interest 
at rates more than H and 10 per <*ent. and so those peisons \vlu» have 
paid interest more than t'liat will he benefited by this provi-^ion of the 
Bill. The rates of interest pievailiiig in the countivside are S4»me- 
where between 07^ per cent, and per <ent. 1 believe, the usual 
rates are 24 and OTA per <‘ent. Now. umfei this new provision, any 
payment made towards interest at a ra(<‘ higher than S or 10 per cent, 
will first go to pay oft the interest and the halance will go to reduce 
the principal, and it will help the dehtoi^ t<» reduce their dHhts to 
that extent. Thus u large amount ot the dehis of tlome who have 
been paying tlieir interest will he wipeil <»ft uml so much the better, 
because we aie out to sa\e them and we wish to start with a clean 
slate. This is not g(»ing to huriii the large inajoiity ot money-lenders. 
If you turu round and say that the money-lender will ruined, there 
1 join issue with you. Firstly, the money-lenders for ycujs and >eais 
have been taking and extorting undue and unconscionalile inteiesl 
from the debtors and it is time, therefore, that this shovild slop and 
the} should not he allowed to take any nioie than thi‘y have taken 
so fur and the\ should pay, it I iiiu\ ho put it, the penalty toi th|(ir 
unconscionable transactioiis. Seeondl\ , tor tlo‘ last tew years many 
of them liavt* given U[) all hopes of realising their tines tiwing to the 
prevailing dejiressiou, and tliis Hill merely legalist's an economic 
position. In fact, the speech that Mr. .\simmldin AIiiiumI •was mak- 
ing was similar to the speeches that he makes in his constitueney 
w’heii he wants to mislead his Kf ishak I’rojas, and ^ hen he wishes to 
to misreprasent to them that nothing is being done by this (loveni- 
mente Ihit it is hardly a spewh worBiy of this Houst*. 

Now, Mr. Jalaiuddiu Uasheiuy*s speech leally gave the reason for 
supporting Mr. Albu Hossain Sarkar's amendment. He frankly 
admitted that the amendment of Mr. aCu hossain Sarkar was iiiiprac- 
tical, and what he 4oped for was that this would bring almut such a 
state of affairs, that it would make the situation so impossible, that 
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♦it would brinfir about au economic revolution. From that point of 
view, I agree with him, for if that is our attitude towards the 
aocial and economic structure as it exists, I would expect the reduc- 
tion of interest to the minimum. But we are 'really out not to bring 
about cataclysm — we are out to save the rural people as ft>e8t as we can 
and establish the credit stnicture on its legs so that it should continue 
to function in future. Just consider this. I ask you this — you gentle- 
men on the opposite who pretend to speak on behalf of the agricul- 
turists — if you destroy the credit structure, and if these borrowers — 
most of the people in the countryside are bori'owers — are unable to 
borrow money when they are in dire need, I assure you that they will 
legitimately, violently and virulently curse you for having brought 
this on their heads. You have got to allow them to live and after 
netting them up on -their legs and giving them new life, you must 
make provision for their continued existence and you must not destroy 
them. ^ For these reasons. I .say that the rate of interest which has 
l)een proposed by the Select Committee and v^**inch is being accepted 
by the (government is the correct rate of interest. If we, as I said, 
look before and after and try to achieve something which is practicable, 
we should accept this rate, 

!Now, Sir, when referring to .section (//), which has been 

wrongly interpreted in many (luarters as an enunciation ot the rule of 
iHit ^ reference was made to long-term loans carrying interest at 
h j)er cent, which would be aflfected if .s])read over JO year**. That was 
the instance given by Mr. Basu. Let me first tell you that cdause 
28(7) (o) is net the rule of (lauulupat, but it is "Mh) which is the rule 
of {hinulupat. Therefore, when Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed was talking of 
28(7) (o) as being notbing but the rule of daimhtpaf as provided in the 
Money-lenders Act of UL'l't, of course, he did not know what he was 
talking about. Up till a certain period of time, for instance if the 
interest is 8 per cent, up to 12} years, any payment, if made regularly, 
i^6uld go towards the interest and after that period any payment made 
would encroatb u|>on the principal and wipe it out. Now, Sir, there 
are no such instances in actual existence ns Mr. J. N. Ba»u suggested. 
We do not know of an}' such instance. It is true that there are long- 
term loan.s — long term.s possibly for 4() or 50 years — but they are in 
the main commercial ti'ansactions and they are of the cash and credit 
account variety. We have made provision foi them and hove excluded 
them. Private loans hy money Ueudei^ spreading over 20 or 00 yea>8 
at 5 per cent, without any alteration or change or any intermediat« 
documents having been taken are unknown in this country. It is no 
use suggesting that there is a loan coming down from that time un* 
l^haiiged and unvarnished, 'because there must be some document or 
other in which the loan has been changed over aitd a new transaetiim 
has l>een entered into. Our BilP, Sir, will not affect good loans, we do 
N 
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n(ifc want t© penalise good money ^lendcfrs, I do not think that eneh • 
moufy-lenders will be penalizeil at all. This clause will affect mainly 
the tisurious loans. This will affect those transactions where the rate 
of interest charged has "been too high and where the money-lender has 
taken advantage of the misfortunes of the borrower. 

I think that I have met all the {Miints which have Wen raised. 
This section read with section JU is leally the core (»f the Act. and I 
hope that, as we desire on this side of the House, it will materially 
benefit the agriculturists and the jaior people of this province and the 
borrowers who have till now been at the mercy of the numey-lenders. 
We hope that it will result in estahlishing the economic jmsition and 
giving a fresh lease of life t<» oui people, that it will give a proper 
direction to the money-lendei a> to how the money sliould Im* lent and 
under wdiat circumstances. I have no tear that this will result in loans 
not being given. This Honcv-lendcrs Hill, the dis(‘ussi(Uis over it and 
the uncertainty ol the form which it will take have resulted in the 
drying up of the credit f«)r the time hciiig, hut omv the position is 
stabilized, aiul we know where we stand. I think (hat tl>e ]»i'«»visioiiH of 
this Bill whi<‘h we have tried to make as reasonable as jM>ssihle and as 
consonant with the existing (Mnidivicn'». will he l(»r the gtMicrul welfare 
of the people (»t this province. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think I should take up these amendments in the 
order in which they shouhl l)e placed in the Hill if curried, so that it 
may he j>ossihle tor the members to follow them. I will put first the 
anmmlmeul No. 8:11 of Mr. Dehi l»rosad Khaitan. 

The motion of Mr. IMii I’ro^ad Khaitan that clause 28</)ir/) Iw 
om!tt 4 *<] Mil-' then jmf and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahu llossiiin Sarkar that in clause 28(/j?«), 
line 4, tlie words “one and half** he substituted for the word “twice’’ 
was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AM«I WaMi. «Mlvi. 

Akm HMMla iarluir. 
am rad. Mr. M. 

Afemi Kluia. Mr. lyaA 
AMMiiHi Alimi* Mr. 

Bimai, IMi LakiBaN Naravaa. 
Mm. Mr. Maa w aB a a. 
iMiaial Maiaa. Kaal. 
■taiaiil#AliaAA Mr. 
llaMi AH Miawifcar y , Mr. tyM- 
I Mala^M a NaMMaif. Mr. SyaA 


AYEI- 21. 

Jaaai AH Ma|aai#ar, Maald. 

Kaa«a, Mr. NMiMiia NatB. 

Maaiai, Mr. AairHa UL • 

MaairamaMa i daaw BaBi, Maalaaa Mi. 
MafBal MaaMa, Mr. 

HaatBif AH, Mr. 

Haaittaiita ABiaai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaalay. 
i MBa ia H, Mr. 
niwwiMa AB«aA Mr. M. 

WaHar HaiaMa, MaaBrL 


NOEt— It. 
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• AIM KMtm, Mr. 

AMM Utff Wnm, MitHri. 

AMM MtJM, Mr. tfil. 

AMvl Walial KIM, Mr. 

AMnlto-M MiImmU, Mr. 

AIMr KM«m, Klaa MiaMr A. f. M. 

AH«r KMmm Mr. 

AMNr RwcIM MalMMi, Mr. 

AMar RailMa, MMhrl MA 
AMar RMf. KIm laMI Maalrl I. 

AMar Raaf, Klaa taM^ar llal. 

AMai Ihalaal, MmIvI Ma. 

AMtfar Rtia OUMMary, Klaa lalMar MaaM. 
Alai Haiala Alaiai, Mr. 

AMI Qtuu$m, MaaM. 

Alaiaa ah Mriaia, Maalvl. 

Alana Hatala. Mr. 

Aifaiaaaia Alaita. Klaa Aalalar MaaM. 
Aailaallal, Klaa lalll Maalvl. 

Aailr AH Mia, Maalvl Ma. 

Aalratall, Mr. M. 

Aalaa HiMala Klaa. Maalvl. 

Ailar AH, Maalvl. 

■ara( AH, Mr. Ma. 

•ata, Mr. aatlaara Natl. 

Mi-Hart, MIti P. K. 

Unaiprt. lir Haary, lart. 

■rawa, Mr. A. 0. 

OMMMMalt, Mr. a. W. 

Marl. Mr. I. A. 

Oil, Mr. Aaalal llaaara. 

Oat, Hal lam KIrIt Klaaaa. 

OaM. tala OaMaara Natl. 

KMar, Mr. Ilpaaaraaatl. 
rattal Haa, tia Haa'Ma Mr. A. K. 

PailalQaaair, Klaa talaaar MaaM. 

Failar Kalaiaa (Myaiaaalaci), Mr. 
rraaal, Mr. P. H. 

•aaiaa, Mr. I. A. 
triffitia, Mr. 0. 

NaMlaNal, tIa Haa'Ma Nawal lalatfar K., at 
Oaaaa. 

Naliaiaia Mawaiary, Maalvl. 

MaaiiaaMla Alaial, Klaa lain. 

Hailaai All Klaa. Klaa talaiar Maalvl. 
Nataaially Jaaiaaar, Klaa lalll Maalvl. 
Nawllaft, Mr. N. 

Hilary. Mr. OavM. 
lirla AMaa Mia. Maalvl. 


IMM a a aia AlauMi KNm MuMar MaaM. 
KaMraaMa Klaa, KImm iatatar MaaM. 

Kaaaai AH MHaa, taMaaia Kavraa Jal tyai. 
Kaaaaay, Mr. 1. 1. 

Klaitaa, Mr. ^ Praaaa. 

Matraftr. Mr. t. A. 

Matiaaaia AlaMt, Maatvt. 

Matiaaaia Maaaiary. MaaM. 

Mat aira, Mr. L. T. 

MaMalaiila Alaml. Klaa talaiar Maalvl. 
Maaial. Mr. iagat Miaaira. 

Maairaiila Allaai, Maalvl. 

MarlaMa. Mr, F. i. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mllai, Mr. 0. W. * 

MaHaai AH Mallal, Maalvl. 

MacaMnal Haa. MaaM Mi. 

Malaaiaiai AftaJ, Klaa lalll Maalvl lyai. 
Malamaiai llrallai, MaaM. 

Malaaiaiai Ulaaaa, Maalvl. 

Malamaiai lirall. Maalvl. 

Maiammai Iliilaaa, Klaa talaiar Or. lyai. 
MalHck, tit Haa’Mt Mr. Makaaia Itlary. 
Maltick, Mr. PaHa talary. 

Mattaiawtai Hafat, Mr. lyai. 

Naniy, tit Haa'kit Makarala Irlttbaaira, at 
Oattlmlaiar. 

Naaarallal. Nawaliaia K. 

NatimaMln. lit Haa'llt Khwaja lir. K.C.I.I. 
Kataar Nabmaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Kay, Mr. Patiraai. 

laiaraiiia Abmti, Mr. 

labtb Alam, Mr. lyti. 

laHm. Mr. I. A. 

larkar, tala Mailaiaiaa. 

larktr, lit Haa'Ilt Mr. NaHal Ranjia. 

lataaaa, Mr. R. M. 

Itrajal lalam, Mr. 

Ibalalaiiia, Mr. KIwaia, O.t.I. 

Ilamtaiiia Almti Khaaikar, Mr. 
liriar, taba LItta Maaia. 

Itavta, Mr. i. W. R. 
lahrawariy, tbt Haa'blt Mr. H. I. 

TamliaNlB Kbaa. tit Haa'Ma Mr. 

TaM Abmti Obtailary. MaaM Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yatal AH Obaailary. Mr. 

Zabar Abami Obaaibary. MaaM. 


The Ayes aud the Noes the motion was lost. 


The motion of Manlvi Allni Hoss^yn Sarkur that in rlause 2SiJ)(a), 
line 4, the word^' "one and three-fourths" he substituted for the word 

“twiee", was then put and lost. * 

«* 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in tlause 28t7)(6), 
in line 1, the irord “half" be inserted after the word “than", was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Xbu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 28(/)iif)^ 
in line 1, the word “three-fourths" be inserted affhr the word “than**, 
was then put and lost. 
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Tke motion of Maulvi Abn Hossain Sarkar that in olaiiiH* 2B(/)(r)(i), 
in line 1, the word “four-half^* be Hubstituted for the word *‘ten/’ waa 
then put and a divimon taken, with the following result : — 

AYEt~i3. 


AN«I Ma«lirl. 

A»a Hmia larkar, Maalvi. 
AM Faal. Mf. Ma. 

Akmi Khan. Mr. lyta. 
AllMiHMia AkaM, Mr. 

Daa, Mr. Maanakaa. 

IMaial Hafaa, Kaii. 

•liMMIa AhaM, Mr. 

Maaaa All Ohawikary. Mr. lyM. 
JalalHtfia Haikaaiy, Mr. tft. 
^aaak All Mala Mar. Maalvi. 
Kaatfa. Mr. Ntakftka Natk. 


Maaial, Mr. Aairita Lai. 

Maaiai. Mr. Kritkaa Praaai. 
Maatrnaaaiaa iManakaM. Mantaaa Mtf. 
Ma^kat Maaala, Mr. 

Naaakar All. Mr. tyak. 

PraaiaaliL Mr. Tarialekaraa. 
taaiiaaMla AkaM, Mr. 
tay. Mr. Okaaaa|#y 
•kakakall, Mr. 

Ikaartakila AkaM, Mr. 

Wallar AakaiaB. Maaial. 


NOES ~ 101. 


AMM Alii, Maalana Mi. 

Akial lari, Maaiai. 

Akial Mait, Mr. Mia. 

Akial Hakiai, Maaiai. 

Akial Maklai Vikraaipari. Maaiai Mi. 

Akial Haaili, Mr. A. M. 

Akial Maaiii tkak, Maaiai. 

Akial iakkar. Maaiai. 

Akial Karlai, Mr. 

Akial LatH iiiaat, Maaiai. 

Akial Ma}ii, Mr. lyai. 

Akial Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akialla-ai Makaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar Kakaiaa, Kkaa Kakaiar A. F. M. 

ANar Rakaiaa liiilfi, Mr. 

Akiar RaMkii Makaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar Raskaai. Maaiai Mi. 

Akiar Raaf, Kkaa lakli Maaiai t. 

Akiar Raaaak, Maaiai. 

Akias tkakaai, Maaiai Mi. 

AMiar Raia Okavikary, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaiai. 
Akal Matala AkaMi, Mr. 

Akirt Qaaitai, Maaiai. 

Akaiai All MrMka. Maaial. 

AkaMi Natala, Mr. 

Altaiaiila AkaMi. Kkaa RakHar Maaial. 

AaMr All Mia, Maala Mi. 

Atkralaii, Mr. M. 

Aalai Nataala Kkaa, Maaial. 

Aakar All, Maaial. 

Rarat AM, Mr. Mi. 

Raaa, Mr. J aM aira Matk. 

RMI*Hart, MIm F. R. 

Mrkaiyra, Mr flaary, Rarl. 

RraJa, Mr^A.Ou 
RMftaaiMa, Mr.i. W. 

RIark, Mr. I. A. 

Rat, Mr. AaaAat Rkaaira. 

Oaa, Ral taMk KIrM RkaMa. 

Rai, Raka Dikaaira Ratk. 
tikar, Mr. UptairaRalk. 

Faalal Haa, tka Naa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

VaMal QaaMr, Kkaa Rakaiar MM, 
rartar Rakanta ( My ai a aiiai i ), Mr. 


Fraaak. Mr. F. M. 

Raaiaa, Mr. t. A. 

RrlMtka, Mr. 0. 

Raraai, Mr. Oaiakar llafk. 

Hakikatlak, tka Maa'kla Mawak Rakaiar K., al 
Oaoaa. 

Naftaaiila Okavikary, Maaial. 

Naailiaiila Akaiai. Kkaa taklk. 

Hatkaai All Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaial. 
Hataaiaily iaaiaiar, Kkaa laklk MaalaL 
Navkiagi, Mr. R. i. 

Naairy, Mr. Oaali. 
lirli Akaiai Mia, Maaial. 
iaalaiaiila Akaiai, Mr. 

Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa RakiMar Maaiai. 

Kaaaai All Miria, laMkaaia Kawaa iak lyai. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. 1.0. 

Kkallaa, Mr. Daki Praaai. 

Magragar, Mr. Q. 0. 

Mafaaiila Akaiai, Maaiai. 

Makaaiila Okaaikary, Maaiai. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Maklakaiiia Akaiai, Kkaa Rakaiar Maaial. 
Maaial, Mr. iag al Okaaira. 

Maalraiila Akkaai, Maaial. 

Marlaiia, Mr.F.i. 

MHaa, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Maaaiaaial Nag, Maaial Mi. • 

Makaaiaiai Altai, Kkaa taklk Maaial lyai. 
Makaaiaiai IkraMai, Maaial. 

Makaaiiaai Itkagaa, tolal. 

Makafawai lirall, Mai^. 

Makaaiaiai IMilgaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Pr. lyai. 
Makaaiaiai talalaiaa. Kkaa laWk Maaial. 
MaRlak, tka Naa*kla Mr. Mafcaaia Rakary. 
MaRlafc, Mr. PaNa Rakary. 

Maaiy, tka Naa’Ma Makara|a Irtiikaaira, 
RaaaiaikaBar. 

RaaacRllak. Rkvaktaia K. 

RaBlaiai#i, tka NtfMa Kkvaja K. 0, 1. 1. 
Raaaw RakMta Kkaa, Mr. 

•aiaraiila AkaMi,^r. 
f akak Altai Mr. lyai. | 



T8 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[23»d JtfUB, 


•■rkar, Mb« MaiMMiM. 

•■riar. IM ll««*Ma Mr.liaiM mIm. 
t a m t a , «r. ff . M. 
faralil Mtaif Mr. 
i » a l ia H 4 M i« Mr. KNralat •* •« I. 
•feaaMii«nii Aiaiaa KtiaMkar, Mr. 
Mr^t AaN LMa Maaia. 


Mivaa, Mr.4. M. ». 

•aferavarifp tfea Naa^ Mr. N. I. 
faai lia iMa Kkaa, tta llaa*lla Mr. 
TatM AliaMi ita a Miar f , Maaivi Nafl. 
Walkar. Mr. W. A. M. 

Vataf All OkVaakary. Mr. 

Zakar Afcaiai Okaakkary. Haalvi. 


The Ayes beiu^f 23 and the Noes 101, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Shadedali that in clause 28(7)(i)(r), in line 1, 
for the words “ten per centum** the words “five per centum more than 
bank rate on the date of transaction” be substituted, was then put alid 
lost. 

The motion of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen that in clause 28(iZ)(c)(r) 
for the word “ten” the words “seven and a half” be substituted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendru Nath Datta that in ( lau.se 
line 1. for the word “ten” the word “nine*’ be substituted, was then 
put and lo.st. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitho Nath Kundu that in <*lause 2S(/)(c)(/), 
line 1, for the word “ten” the words “nine and one-(juarter” be substi- 
tuted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Debi l^rosad Khaitan that in clause 28(7)(r)(i), 
for the word “ten” the word “twelve” he substituted, then put and 
lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

group. 


That disposes of all the amendments of that 


Mr. SPEAKER. I will put motion No. 926 first, because 2 per 
<;eut. more than the bank rate may be much more than three per cent. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu llos.sain Sarkar that in clause 
28(7)<r>(H), line 1. the word “three” be substituted for the word 
“eight”, was then put and a division taken with the follo^ting result; — 

AYES— 14. 


AMM Jakkar Mvaa, Mr. Mt. 
AkiM WakaA MaMM. 

Aka NatMrik tarkar, MiMvI. 
AkM Paal, Mr. MA 
Ak«ai KluM, Mr.iiiM. 
AaliMMMk AkaNA m 
•arM, Mr. l > w » a| A 
ilawM. taka Ukakart Wara yia. 


iMMM Nkkmb KaaL 
Waiaiila AkaMA Mr. 

Naatk AN i k a w i k ary, Mr. lyaA 


JafalaMla Naikaaiy. Mr. tyaA 
^•aak AN Malaakar, Maaivi 
Kaaia. Mr. WikNka Nalk. 
Maaiai Mr. AaaMa Ui 
Maaiai Mr. Krlakaa rraaaA 

Haakal Naaakii Mr* 

Naaakar AN. Mr. tyaA 
N alt aia i a Ak«aA Mr. 
ykakrtaW. Mr. 
fkaanaNMa Ak«aA Mr. 
WaHar tMim, MaaM. 
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AM Mm, MMliBa MA 
am tart. MM. 

AMM«.ar.M«. 
am MM. MUM. 

am NaWai YMfUMt M«iM MA 
am NmML Mr. A. M. 
am NuM UmA MuM. 
am MM. Mulvl. 

AMKtfM,Mr. 
am UMI Mmu. MuIvI. 
am MM. Mr. M 
AkUl WalMik KIma Mr. 

AMIaM MUmA Mr. 

AMar RakMU, Kku tUaUr A. r. M. 

AkUr M«u MMal. Mr. 

Akiar tUikM MpkiaM Mr. 

AkUr RMkMA Mulvl MA 
AMar Raat, Kkaa lahlk MuM 1. 

Akiar Raaf. Kkaa Rakatfar Ikak. 

Akkat tkakaaA Maaivi MA 

AkMar R«a OkMfcarf, Kkaa tUakar «uM. 

Akal HtMla Akaiak, Mr. 

AUi Qaataai. Maaivi. 

AkaMk Afl MrMkA MaaM. 

Akaiak Hatala, Mr. 

Allatakkia AkaMk. Kkaa Rakakar MuM. 
AailaaMak. Kkaa taklk Maaivi. 

Aailr All MM Maaivi Mk. 

Aakrafall. Mr. M. 

AaiU Naaaala Kkaa, Maaivi. 

Aikar All. Maaivi. 

Rant All, Mr. Mk. 

Raiv, Mr. kallakra Natk. 

Rirkiayra, tir Naarjr. Rart 
Rraara, Mr. A. 0. 

RkiRpaakala, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai. Mr. Aaakal Okaakra. 

Daa, Rai CUlk Kirit Rkaua. 

Pan, Raka Dakukra Natk. 

Ikkar, Mr. Upukraaatfc. 
raalai Mac. tka Hu'Ma Mr. A. K. 

Fallal Qaakir. Kku Rakakar Maaivi. 
fular RUaiu ( Myaunlagk). Mr. 
frauA Mr. r. N. 

•aaMi, Mr. C. A. 

•rtMMM. Mr.e. 

•araag. Mr. DaaMar Ikigk. 

MaMkaRak. tka llu*kla Naarak RakaUr K., at 

Ma it akk i a R kaa Mk ary. Maaivi. 


Naakkakkia AkiuA Rku lakik. 

Naakaa AH Kkaa. Kku Rakakar Maaivi. 
MaiiaMiy laankar. Kku Caklk MaaM. 

Naaklaga. Mr. R. A 
Naakry. Mr. PaviA 
ikrii AkaMk MM Maaivi. 
kail B i a kiia AkaMA Mr. 

KakIraiklB Kkaa. Kku RUakar Maaivi. 

Kauai AH MHn. Cakiktaka Kaau kak lyak. 
Kaaaaky, Mr. L R. 

RkaMaA Mr. Pikl PruaA 
Ma a tr ag a r. Mr. t. R. 

M al i U k l a AkaMA Maaivi. 

M ati akk i a Ckaakkary, Maaivi. 

Magalra. Mr. Im T. 

M akt a U kkI a AkaMA Kku RUaUr Maaivi. 
Maakk^ Mr. kagal Okaakra. 

Maairakkia AkkuA Maaivi. 

MarlakM Mr. F. 4. 

MHu, Mr. e. W. 

MINar, Mr. A 

Makaaiaiak Afial, Kku CUM Maaivi lyaA 
Makaaiaiak Ikrulai, Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiak ItkagaA Maaivi. 

MaUaiaiU larai. Maaivi. 

Makaaiaiak lalalain, Kkaa Caklk Maaivi. 

Mallick, tkf Naa’klt Mr. MakaUa Rakary. 

MaNitA Mr. Falla Rakary. 

Maitagawval NacaVb Mr. lyak. 

Naaky, tka Nu*kla Makarala iriMkaakra. at 
OaaaiaikMar. 

NaaaraHak, Hawakiaka K. 

Nuiaiakkla. tka Naa*kla Kkwala Mr, KA.I.A 
Raiur Rakaiu KkaA Mr. 

•akarakkla AkaMA Mr. 
lakak Alaamir. lyak. • 
iailai, Mr. C. A. 

Carkar, Raka Makkaaaku. 

•aaaua, Mr. R. M. 

•arajal lalaai, Mr. 

•kUUakkIa, Mr. KkwalA 
•kaaiavkkia AkaMk Kkaakkar, Mr. 

•trkar, RUa Utta Maaka. 

•lavaa,Mf.A W. R. 

Ukrawarky, Ika Nu’Ma Mr. N. 1. 

TaaHiakkIa Kku, ika Nu*Ma Mr. 
fatal AkaMk OkaaUary, Maaivi Mali. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

YvmN AN OfcaaUary. Mr. 

XUar AkaMk Okaakkary, MtaNI. • 


a 


The Ayes lieinjr 24 and the Noes the motion was 

♦ 

The motion of Ball)u Naj^ndra Nath Sen tlial in clause 2H( /)(c)(fi), 
for the word “eight’’ the word “five” be substituted, was then put and 


lost . 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Aafh 
2S(^){c){ii), for the 'word ‘‘eight** the word “six 


Datta that in clause 
Iw substituted, was 
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• The motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Bieras that in clause 2d(i)(c)(tt), 
line 1, for the word “eight” the words *‘seven and half” be substituted, 

was then put and lost, , . , . 

. W 

The motion of Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan thaf in clause 28(i)(r)(w), 
for the word “eight” the word “nine” he substituted, was then put and 
lost. * ^ 

The motion of Mr. ShahedaJi that in clause *28(.7)(f)(i7), 
line 1, for the word “eight per centum” the Words “two per centum 
more than hank rate on the date of transac>*tion’^ he substituted, was 
then put and lost. 


The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that in clause 
28(i)(c)( //), line 1, for the w'ord “eight” the words “si/'^and one 
quarter” he substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu that after (dause 2iS(7)(ch«),* 
the following he adde<I, namely: — 

“(?//) loan in resfKM't of which compound interest has l>ei?n agreed 
upon at 8 per rent, per annum with half-yearly rests,” 

<« 

was then put and lost. 


motion of Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan that after clause 
^•28(i)(c)(/j), tlie following he added, namely: — 

“(///) loans in respect of which com})(>nnd ifiterest ]»as been agreed 
upon, eight per eentum comimund with annual jests," 

was then put and lost. 


. The inotioii of Mr. Debi l^rosad Khaitan that in clause 28,*sul>- 
. clause f7), in lines 14-17, the words “whether such loan was advanced 
or suclj uinount was paid or swh decret* was passed or, such interest 
.accrued before or after the eommeiicenteiit of this Art” be omitted, was 
dheu put and lost. * 

The motion of 'Mr. David Ilendiy that clause 28(2) be omitted, wai 
then put and lost. 


Mr. SPCIlKERs That dis{K)ses of all the amendments on clause 23. 
The net result is that the only amendment which is carried is the new 
Amendment No. *18 moved by the Hon'ble Mr, t^iuhrawardy — ^in place 
of (h) as in the draft Bfll, the new {h) as in the amendment be sub* 
etituted. Otherwi:^ ibis clause w*ould be as it is. 
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Clause 29. 

Mr. i^EAKER: What I am thinkini? is that clause 29 may be 
taken up on Monday; so we may now t^ke up clause »34. 

Mr. iIOCESM CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, we have just got a new 
amendment on clause -U and none of us has considered the effects of 
suoh an amendment. St), it would not 'he desirable to take up *34. 

* ^ 

Mr. SPkAKER: Is there likely to he a very long debate on clause 
29? 

The HWble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir. 

M^. 8PEAKER: Then let us take up 29. Mr. Suhrawardy, will 
you move your amendment ? 

# tlii Hvil*bli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
for clau8e'29^ the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time 
,l)eing in force, no ( ourt .shall, in any decree passed in any 
suit to which this Act applies — 

{(i) if the loan to which the decree relates was adfaneed 
Wfore the commencement of this Act, allow any 
interest on the decretal amount, or • 

{Ji ) if the loan to which the decree relates was advanced 
after tlie coinmencement of this Act, allow any interest 
other than ii^terest not exceeding six per rrntuni per 
annum on the principal sum adjudged.” 

• 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to say anything on this 
new amendment. We have divided clause 29 into two parts. So far 
as the future rate in the first part is concerned, we are not allowing any 
intereet. As regards the second part, the rate is only 6 per*cent. on 
the prin<ppal sum adjudged, becau.se we feel that to give interest on 
the decretal amount is equivalent V) give compound^terest. 

*Mr: DMIREMDRA MATH OATTAs Sir, I want to say a few 

words regarding clau.se 29. 1 would like to point out certain difficulties 

that are likely to arise. It has been said in clause (6) that “if th# 
loan to #hick the decree relates was ad va^iced after the commencement 
of tihis Act, no court shall allow any interest other than interest not 
* exceeding six per cehtum per annum on the principal sum adjudged. 

It is not stated whep the interest will begin to accrue. Sir, you kno^ 

• • 
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that in section 34 of the Civil Procedure Code it has been clearly stated 
that one rate of interest may run from the date of the institution of the 
suit till the date of the decree and another rate (^f interest ma^iijnin from 
the date of the decree till the date of payment. So there are two periods 
—one from the institution of the suit till the decree and another from 
the date of the decree till the date of payment. Jfow, unless it is 
specifically stated that this G per cent, interest will riln fronl a parti- 
cular date, it will be difficult for tlte Court to decide from which period 
to allow interest — from the date of the institution of the suit till the 
date of the decree or from the date of the decree till* the date* of payment. 
Sir, I wish that this point .should l)e made clear in clause (h), so that, 
in future, difficulty may not arise in passing a decrlte. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Court will equitably decide the ^ate. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; From which date? 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is left to the discretion of the Court antii*e||)r. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Hut there is no such direction 
in clause {h). Some Courts may take that the interest will run from 
the date of the institution of the suit till the date ot decree and other 
Courts may take that the interest will run trom tlie date of the decree 
till the date of payment 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is the law as it is. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: If you read section 34 of the 
Civil Procedure (’ode, \ou will find that it has been definitely stated 
that there are three periud.s, namely, firstly the peiii»d prior to the 
institution of the suit, secondly, the j»eriod of the pendency of the suit 
dud then, thirdly, the period from the date of the decree till the date of 
the payment. Practically two periods have been mentioned and two 
different rates of interest have been allowed under section 34 of the 
Civil Procedure (\>de. So it is better to mention the period — whether 
the G per cent, interest will accrue either from the date of the insMtution 
of the suit or from the date of the decree. I place this difficulty before 
the House. Sir. Voy suggestion is that G per cent, per annum should 
be adjudged from the date of the decree till the date on the payment 
and not from the <late of the institution of the suit. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Taking the worst view, your apprehension is that 
it will be GJ per cent, fropj tie date of the in.sTitutioii of the suit. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Some Court may pass a decree 
N^rom the date the institution of the suit. So it should be made 
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cImt. 1 only wish that the Hon'ble Minister in charge be pleased to* 
look into section 34. Then he will be able to appreciate my point of 
view. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWARDY: There is no point. I 
have understood your point. You want to prevent the Court from 
giving ad interim interest — interest pending the suit period. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I have got to say a few words: 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 have got another point. 
The principle has got to be explaineil. It has lieen provided in section 
34 of the Civil Procedure Code that the principal sum will not only be 
the original amount that was advanced by the lender, but also (he 
interest antecedent t(» the institution of the suit, that is the principal 
sum has been considered to le the amount claimed in the suit, ^ou 
have got to explain whether tlie principal sum is the sum claimed in the 
suit or the amount that was originally advanced hy way of loan. My 
submission is that the i)riiici]ial sum should he interpreted ns the original 
sum that was advanced as a loan. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If section 34 is applicable this new section, the 
position will he this, that either tiom the ilate of the institution of the 
suit some ('miit will givi* (ij |H‘r cent., or if stmie (\>urt Indds that it 
should not he from the date (d the institution of the suit, then it would 
give from the date oi tlie decree and between the date of the institution 
of the suit and the date of the decree all that it can do is W) giVe interest 
at such a rate as it would deem rea.sonahle. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Why should we leave it to the 
discretion of the Court ? 

I submit, that section 34 of the ( ivil Procedure Code should not Jte 
allowed to prevail, because some ( ourts may hohl that as it has not 
been specifically mentione<l from what .date the interest will run, they 
have got jurisdiction to allow interest under section 34 of the Civil 
Procedure lode. That should not be left to the Court. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAVi: Even at of unnecessarily 

wasting the time of the Hmise, I consider it to be my duty to lodg^ my 
protest against the enactment of this tlaiise which has been moved by 
the Hon'ble Minister. The clause has been divided into two parts 

Mr. S peaker: We have just two ntin^tes more. I think it would 
be lietter if you woyld address the House after adjournment. 

(The House wa.s then adjourned fdr fifteen milHiwS.) 
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Ufa DEBI PR08AD KHAITANs Sir, as I said before the adjourn- 
ment, this clause is divided into two parts—the effect of the first part is 
that in respect of a loan which was advanced before the commencement 
of this no interest will be allowed on the decretal amount and the 
second part of the clause is that in respect of loans advanced after the 
commencement of this Act, th^ Court may award interest at a rate not 
exceeding 6 per cent, per annum. Sir, I do not know if the Hon^ble 
Minister has considered the iniquitable results of this clause which he 
has moved for acceptance by this House. I could understand if the 
Legislature had given notice to the money-lenders that if they chose to 
advance money after the commencement of this Act they must not expect 
any interest on the decretal amount. It would be for the money-lenders 
then to consider whether they would choose to make any advances or 
not. The law would havo been before them. They would h&ve carried 
on their transactions with full knowledge of the law, but what is it 
that the Government st^ek to do under this clause which has -been 
moved P The previous law permitted money-lenders to realise rates of 
interest much higher than they can now realise by virtue of the pro- 
visions of the sections that we have already passed into law. There 
the money-lenders are hit. The money-lenders are further hit by the 
new principle of damdupat, miscalled darndupat, as the Hon'ble 
Minister has himself admitted, that has been laid down in clause 28 
which we have passed. Not satisfied with all that, although the 
contracts were entered into legally and validly binding under the exist- 
ing law .seriously promulgated by the Legislature of this province, the 
Hon ble Minister seeks to a^ thi.s House to further legislate that 
althougii a decree may be pulsed no intere.st shall be allowed on the 
decretal amount. Sir. may 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister, why should a 
debtor repay the loan that he has taken or should pay the amount of the 
decree at all in case it l>e enacte<l that no interest will be allowed on the 
decretal ^amount ? It wouhl make realization absolutely impossible. 
Simply because a decree has been passed, who is there so honest as to 
come forward and tell the decree-holder when the decretal amount does 
not carry any interest, **here is the money, you take iV'? We have 
enacted a provision that the (’ourts may allow instalments for a period 
not exceedhig 20 years without interest and if a judgment-debtor makes 
default in payment of the instalments, it is only one instalment that is 
executable. Even* if the circumstances of the judgment-debtor bo 
quit^ good and even if the Court thinks that he should in all honesty pay 
interest on the amount of the decree, the Court's hands are to be tied 
and no interest is to be allowed on the decretal amount. Sir, whoever has 
experience ot execution proceedings either in this province or in any 
other province of this countp’ he knows that the difficulties of the 
creditor begin after the decree has been passed. The creditor has to 
meet the greatest » mount of obstacles, to meet the greatest amount of 
^^fiiculties, in exe<u^iug the decree to realize the fruits of what he has 
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obtained Trom the Court and not the liOgislatureHs to further hei^ th^ 
judgment-debtor in that no interest ahall be allowed on decrees in the 
case of loans advanced before the commencement of this Act. I hope, 
Sir, that even at this, stage the Hon’ble Minister will reconsider hia 
position and allow the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code in respect 
of interest on decree to continue to operate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the Uon'ble Minister he 
pleased to make clear the point raised by Mr. Datta? What is the 
piincipal adjudged?^ Is it the principal ol th^ original Kan adjudged 
or is it the decretal amount vnnus the costs? 

The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So fur as the last point 
is concerned, the princiiwl adjudged is this. At the time ot the ]mssing 
of the decree the Court finds that so muc h is due by way ot princijml 
and so much by way of interest. The amount which the ( ourt finds 
is due by way of principal as the decretal amouid is the princiiHil 
adjudged. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: I> he aware that in e,r^porte 
cases it is not necessary tor the (’ourt to find what is principal and 
what is interest liecause U]>on the lump sum claimed the decree will l)e 
passed ? 


The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am afraid that n< w 
when a Court cannot giant a decree on the amount nt*the document 
but 'W’ill have to grant a decree under the provisions of section ‘28, the 
Court will have no other option but t(> find what is the juini ijml amount 
and w'hat is the amount of interest. Sii, I thought that the draft which 
I had put in was an iiufirovement^ on the sec tion as it emanated from 
the Select Committee from the point of view of liability to pay interest. 
According to the Select Committee even the decietal amimnt in resjHH’t 
of future loans would not carry interest. Now, Sir, that would not be 
quite fair because the money-lender Vtmld hesitate considerably to 
advance loans if he knew that us s(Km ns he got u decree th^st amount 
would not carry any interest at all. Therefore, this has lieen jnit in 
as an encouragement to the mon^^-lender to advance loans. So fur as 
past loans are couc^ned, Mr. Ehaitan has come inhere into this Houm 
at»a vpry late stage in the proceedings.. Had he come earlier and heard 
the speeches delivered from all parts of the House denouncing the 
money-lender (Mr. Debi Phosad Khaitan: Renouncing loans.) Very 
nearly |hat^ — denouncing money-lender and suggesting that so far as 
the borrower is conc*emed he is the {lerson who has been ail these years 
, at the mercy of the money-lender. It is time tbi4 the money-lender 
fltof^ied or was stopped in his career of taking muife\ from the borrower 
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♦by ilfey oi interest, tfiiis is the view which has been accepted by all 
sections of the House, and I think it is rather late in the day now to 
come and J)lead for the money-lender and say that he should continue 
to take interest even after the decree is passed.* I think, Sir, that the 
amendment which 1 have moved is an impi’uvement on what has been 
proposed by the Select Committee, and I hope the House will accept it. 

The amendment of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that for 
clause 29 the following l)e substituted, namely: — 

“29. Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time 
being in force, no Court shall, in any decree passed in any 
suit to w'hich this Act applies — 

(a) it the btan to wdiich the decree relates was advanced 
(before the commencement oi this Act, allow any 
interest on the decretal amount, or 

(/i) it the loan to which the decree relates was advanced after 
the commencement ot this Act, allow any interest 
other than interest not exceeding six prr centum per 
annum on the ]»rincipal mini adjudged,” 

was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 30. 

(After the announcement by Mr. Sj^eaker to take up clause 39, 
there was no transaction of business foi a luinnte or tw»), when 
Mr. Abdur Hahmau Siddi(|i rose to the following p.int of order. ) 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQl: Mi. Speaker. Sir, is the House 
in session ? I seek your ruling. 

u 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yet*, an lon^r ns I am in the (.'hair. 

Tlw Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the se<‘tion as sug- 
gested by me seems to l>e all light. But it has again l)eeu pointed out 
to me that I might alter the liability that we are imiXYsing ( n the 
manager of an uiuiiyide«l Hindu family. The undivided Hindu family 
will be the money-lender, and it that money-lender knowingly and 
wilfully commits, authorises or%j>ermits such default or coniravfutUm, 
then we would bold the iiiauuger liable. It is suggested that the 
manager may be a person wh!> is inmn^ent of the transaction. He may 
be a person who has no connection with the family and prolxibly he 
does not interfere with any transaction of the family. Theretiwe, it 
would l>e an imprcyement if in the case of an undivided Hiudu family 
a similar clause av fn the case of an incorporated IxmIv, namely, any 
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member oi such family who kuowingly and will^y is a i>arty to such 
delftult or contravention, etc., is substituted, r would like to^o?#* 
my amendment accordingly. 

Sir, my amendment, will read thus: — 

That in clause 89 (/). for the words, letters and brackets roin- 
mencing “Whoever makes default” and ending “such default or con- 
travention” the following he substituted: — 

“When any money-lender knowingly and wilfully (ommits, autho- 
rises or permits any default in complying wdth, or any 
contravention of, any pnoisoui oi this Act, if the money- 
lender is — 

fa) an individual, such individual, or 

(h) an undivided Hindu family, any nienilMM- of such family, 
who is knowingly and wilfully a |>tnty to such 
default or contravention, or 

(r) a body corjiorate, any director or nHi«*ei of sutdi IwhIv who 
is knowingly and wilfully a party to such default or 
contravention, or 

{(I) an uiiiiK'oi porated body, any nicnilHO’ of such Inidy who 
is kiiow’ingly and wilfully a party tf> such default or 
(M>ntravention.” 

Mr. SPEAKER ; In tliiil ( ase do you want to witlnlraw your firat 
amendment ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. 

The motion of the Ibiirhle Mi. H. S, Suhrawardy tiial in clause 
39 il), for the wonK, lettein and brackets coniinencing ‘^Whoever 
makes default” and ending “'»ucb default oi contravention” the 
following w'oid^, letteis ;nul luacket'. be substituted, namely: — 

“39. (/) When an\ money-leiidei' kni^w'ingly and wilfully com- 

mits, authorises or jiennit.** any default in <’omplying with, 
or any contravention of, any jn-nvision of (his A(‘t, if the 
money-lender is — • 

(a) an individual, suMi individual, or 

(b) an undivided Hindu family, the manager of such family, 

• oi • 

(c) a l)ody corporate, the directors, the manager and all 

<»ther officers of such Imdv, or 

(cf) an unincorporated body, *011 memWrs of such body.” 
was by leave of the Hcmse withdrawn. 
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I^e motion of tlj^Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Siihraward}^ that* in clanso 
^89 (i), for the woros, letters and brackets commencing’ “Whoever 
makes default” and ending- ”such default or contravention” the follow- 
ing be substituted : — , 

‘‘When any money-lender knowingly and wilfully commits, autho- 
rises or permits any default in compMng with, or any 
contravention of, any provision of this Act, if the money- 
lender is — 

(a) an individual, such individual, or 

(/;) an undivided Hindu family, any member of such family, 
who is knowingly and wilfully a j>arty to such default 
or contravention or, 

(c) a body cori>orate, any director or officer (»t such iKdy 

who is kn(»wingly and wilfully a j^arty to such 
default or contravention, oi 

(d) an unincorporated Inaly, any member of such Kaly who 

is knowingly and wilfully a fwii’ty to such default or 

contravention,” 

was put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think there is al so one motion (No. moved 
by Dr. Snnyal which was not put. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I rememWi it wjin not put because 
Government wanted time to reconsider it. 

Tht HOH’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think we 

wante<l any time to consider it, IxM-ause I do not l)elieve, as I have 

more than once said, in cheese-imring and trying to play with thi.s small 
item. 

The motion of Di . Nalinakshn Sanyal that in clause 15 (3), line 6, 
for the word “fifty” the word ‘'ten” be substituted, was then put and 
lost. 

The HMl’bIt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, was my new amend- 
ment No. 63 put to the House and carried? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, that has been canied. 

I think I can simplify ^me tiers. There it one section which the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy wanted to delete altogether. It is a negative 
motion and therefoxs^^it was !K>t put. 
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TI» Hwifbto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDV: %at i» clau» 87B.» 

AfUir the speech of Dr. Sanyivl, Sir, I do not propose the deletion of 
thet clause. It is only consequential. 

Hr. SPEAKERS To simplify matters, I shall put it. 

The motion that clause 37B. stand part of the Bill, was then put 
and loet. 


SPEAKER* There are st»me amendments relntinj? to the defini- 
tion clause, 'i.c., from amendment No. 160 onwards. I think 1 should 
formally put them before the House. 

^Sutvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKARs I think, Sir, there are some 
amendments .still to l>e moved. 

SPEAKER* It honcmrable niemljers want to move them, they 
can certainly do so. 

MMvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will it be iMi.ssible to move them 
to-day ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ye.s. Since we have come near the end, let u» 
finish the whole business 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The instnutions of our j){iity 
are that I should move amendineut No. 1C2. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t follow tho.se instructions at least once. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: But there w’as some p<)int in it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Then please formally move it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg t»» move that after 
clause 2 { 10 ) the following new clause be added, namely: — * 

an investment in cash certificate or debenture issued Iby a 
Bunk, Cs>mpany, Insurance Comixiny, LW Assurance (’om- 
puny, Provident Insurance Sj^iety or Co-operative Society.*' 

The motion was then put and lost. 

MfWiri ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Sit, 1 beg to move that clauae 

2 {10) (b) be omitted. 

« • 

The motion was then pot and lost. 



90 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


[23ed Juwb, 


• MiUlvi ABU HC^AIM SARKAR: Sir, I beg to move*^ that in 
clause 2 {10) (c), line 1, the words “or advanced^’ be omitted. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Amendment No. 232 relates to the definition of 
agriculturist and is not neceesary. 

Amendments Nos. 234-241 are also no longer necessary, and they 
do nf)t arise. Amendment No. 249 also does not arise. 

I take it that all other amendments which are on the agenda paper 
either do not arise, or honourable meml)ers do not want to' move them. 

That disjK)ses of everything except the clause relating to the reopen- 
ing of transactions. 

Mr. I. D. tIALAN: Mr. S])eaker, Sir, may I know whether the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is moving any other amendment to section 34 
except those given notice of to-day? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: As regards that section, 
I shall move amendments Nos. 1215 and new 50. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Papers were circulated tivday only for amend- 
ments Nos. 1215 and new 50. Is it not so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir 

Rei HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What alsmt amendment 
No. 1223? Are you not moving it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : T don’t move it. 

Bbbll NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir. what alxmt No. 1233? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I think, Sir, ]23;3 is 
oovertMl by the new amendment. But I shall move amendment 
No. 1249. 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: Sir, ma\ I know the numbers of 
the motions which are yet to lie m 4 >ved by the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nos. 1215, 1249, New 50 and the amendments , that 
have lieen circulated today. 


,Afi)oiimiiient. 

The House w\s then adjourned till 4-45 p.ra, on Monday, the 2f*th 
June, 1939, at tb^^\ssembly House, Calcutta. 



Proeeediiift of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 * 

The Assembly met in the Assemhly House. Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 26th June, 19-^9, at 4-4") p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilnn’hle Khan Bahadur M. A/.i/.vi Haque, 
C.I.E.) in the Chair. 10 Hou’hle Ministers and 202 menihers. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The follow injr niemher took hi^ oath or aflirnmtion of allej,fiance to 
the Crow'n : — 

Mr. E. A Paterson. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Piecegoods for Government hoepitais and dispensaries. 

*521. Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: (f/) Will the 
Hnn’hle Minister in charge of the Public Health and Me<lical Depart- 
ment l)e pleased to slate the total amount spent anntiully for the ptiiM hase 
of piecegoods, .siicli as handaire cloths. iHulsheets, tjovels, <lustcrs. etc., 
for the Government hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal including 
Calcutta!*' 

(h) Do the (Tovernineni purr ha-M* any i)ieervoods luanufacturerl by 
the hand-loom weavers of Bengal through the (.’o-operative and Indus- 
trial Organisation.s in Bengal!" , 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the negative, are tlie Government 
considering the desirability »d purchasing these goods through the (Co- 
operative and Industrial Organisa|ious in Bengali 

^MINISTER Ml ohsrgs of ths PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (th. Hon’bl. Mr. Twniziidilin Khm): (a) A state- 
ment is laid on the Library table. 

(b) The purchase of piecegoods is mostly made through the Indian 
Stores Department and the Jail De[K>t. %ome purchases are also made 

^ through the Central po-operative Industrial Depot. 

(c) I shall consider the matter. 
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Anti^mriaria flushifig thaary of Bantlay-Willoox. 

•522. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Government have endorsed the anti- 
malaria flushing theory' of Bentley-Willcox as is expressed in his 
recent radio speech?' 

(h) If the answer to (r/i is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability (»t extending its application * to the tidal 
regions of the provinee, for prevention of malaria in these regions? 

(c) Have the Government approved of the action of the Executive 
Engineer, Damodar Division, in opening out on his own initiative the 
gat^s of the Dankuni Drainage Channel for the first time after 40 years? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister la* ])lea8ed to state the results 
achieved, Indli agriculture and public health, by this action? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
this sort of action to other drainage chai»nels sluiced on the old view 
of excluding tides for cultivation of rice? 

if) Are the Government aware that the Sanitary Board of Bengal 
has recently passed a resolution diHu}>proving such sluicing on grounds 
of public health? 

(//) Are tjie (iovernmeiit contemplating action in accordance with 
this resolution ol the saniturv authorit\ of this province? 

MINISTER in oliargt of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Srieohandhi Nandy, of 

Qoesimhaiar) : (o) and (/) Yes. 

Collectors of districts were instructed in January, 1937, that no 
land in spill areas of tidal riv.'*rs should be reclaimed or leased for re- 
clamation by means of new embankments until it has risen above highest 
high water level. 

(r) The gates of the (hanuel h^e l>een opened by the Executive 
Engineer at the request of the ]j)eople concerned. The question of the 
approval of Government does aot eirise. , ^ 

{d) It is too early to estimate the results. 

(e) and (#/) The matter is already under examination in accordance 
with Besolution No, 8 of the conference of experts and others interested 
in the river protk'eibs of Bengal, held in July, il938. A copy of the. 
resolution is placed on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to elaunet («) and (g\ of starred 
question No. o22. 

Resolution No. 8 of thk conkerknte of expkhtjs and others 

INTERESTED IN THE RIVER PROBLEMS OF BkNGAL, HFT.D IN JlLY 

1938. 

The conference was of opinion : — 

(o) that* several |idal channels have deteriorated due to reduction 
in supply of upland water and ileprivation of natural spill- 
area resulting from premature reclamation of tidal ureas 
and many of the <‘hannels in Central Bengal are rapidly 
dying leaving no alterative means of drainage and the others 
will soon share the ^ame fate if the present condition is 
allowed to continue; 

(b) that drainage through decaying tidal channels is dithi'ult and 
it would he generally desirable to demolish the embankments, 
wherever possible, to throw open th.^e areas tcj free tidal 
spill ; 

{c) that such a solution will not 1 k‘ practically feasible having 
regard to the tact that to many people these lands constitute 
perhap.s the only source of income, but it was, how’ever, 
agreed that these lands, it they could be sufiiciently raised 
by tidal silt, would very much appreciate in value owing to 
improved drainage and to effect such improvements the pro- 
vision of some suitable machinery' may U* investigated. 


Post of Assistant Superintendent, Rangpur TeohniosI Soliool. 

*628. Dr. MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Industries Depaitment be*pleased to state — 

{a) whether the post of Assistant Superintendent, •Rangpur 
Technical School, has fallen vacant ; 

9 

(b) whether the post will l>e advertised ; and 

• (ci whether any preference will be*given to Muslim candidates in 
this appointment y 

MINISTER in ohargs of tfio INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (tho 
^Honlilo Nawab KHuraja HabiiNillali Baiiadur, of Dam): (a) No. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. * 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on ^e table) 

Oeiayed publication of nominations for the Board of Muniotpal 
Commissioners, Dinajpur. 

257t Mauivi ABDUL dABBAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Governineiit Department, be pleased to state — 

(a) when wa^^ the existing^ Board of the Municipal commissioners 
of Dinajpur constituted ; 

(h) when the term of the present Board expired; 

(c) when did the general election of new Municipal commissioners 
take place; and 

{(I) what is the reason for the delay in publishing the names of 
appointed members?* 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaia Habibullah Bahadur, of 
DaOOa): ia) in September, 19^14. 

(h) The four-year term of the present Boar<l expired in September, 
19d8. 

(c) On thf 2!bh March, IblhS. 

{d ) Since taking over charge nf the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment towards the eml ot November last, I had to consider carefull\ the 
proposals ff>r a]»j>ointment submiUed b\ the local officers and to make 
various impiiries which were considered necessary before a decision 
<;ould be reached. 

Order has been passed on the Kith dune, 19d9, making appointment 
to the municipality. 


Nominatiar^ far the Sundarpur Unian Beard, Tippara. 


m. Mr. RAMIZUDOIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
the names with qualifications of — 


( 1 ) Muhammadans, ^ 

(2) Schedule|l Castes, and 

(3) Caste Hindus, 
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who were candidates for the nomination of membership of Sundalpur 
Union Board No. 12, police-station Daudkandi, district Tippera, 
separately ? • " 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

{i) that one Caste Hindu member was elected; 

(ii) that the claims of the Scheduled C'astes Hindu candidates 
were not considered ; 

• ^ 

(m) that all the nominated members are defeated candidates; 

{ir) that one of the nominated members is a dealer in ornaments; 
and 

(r) that another nominated member did not get a sinjfle vote in 
any election from nu\ Hindu or Muhammadan voters? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) It will not be in the jmblic interest to divuljre the names of gentle- 
men who signified to local othcers their williugni*ss for nomination to 
local bodies. I may however inform the honourable member that the 
local officers fully considered the claims of all persons who either them- 
selves signified their intention to be nominated or whose names were 
suggested by others. 

{}n ( / ) Yes. 

{}i I and (n*) No. 

{in ) and {v) Two of the appointed members were unsuccessful candi- 
dates, but the third withdrew his candidature before election. 


Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister f)e 
pleased to tell us whether any Scheduled Caste Hindus were appoint- 
ed? 

'a 

Tti. Hon’We Nnviib Khwaja |1ABIBULLAH BahaAir, of Daooa: 

I want notice. 

• a . 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some Scheduled Caste candidates for nomination were excluded in 
preferei^ce to the men nominated? 

Tha Hon’Wa NmMi Khwaja HABIBULLAH ^Vahadur, of Daaea: 

I am not aware of tjie fact. 
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Oomplaiiits nuMft igainst Co-oparativa Gradit Oapartmaiit 

259. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERdl: (a) Has the 

attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit 
and Rural Indebtedness Department been drawn to the fact — 

(i) that an application making certain complaints was sent to the 
Joint Secretary, Co-operative Credit Department, on the 8th 
June, 1938; and 

(it) that the said application together with other correspondence 
and papers was duly received by the Joint Secretary on the 
10th June, 1938? 

(h) li the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what action, if any, has 
been taken on the application? 

(c) If no action has yet been taken — 

(i } what are the reasons; and 

(n) whether the Government propose to take steps in the matter? 

MINISTER in oharg# of tho CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Mr. Muktmda 
Bahary Mulliok):(a) Yes. 

(h) An enquiry has been started and the complaint is under investi- 
gation. 

(c| Does' not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS. With reference to answer (/>), 
will tho Hon bio Minister be pleased to state when was the enquiry 
started ? 

( 

The Hm*M. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

very much definite about the time, but I believe it wa.s started a few 
w^eeks ago. 


Mr. SURENDgA NATH BiSWHS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why the enquiry was started so late when 
the application was received on* the 8th June, 19-18.*^ • ' 

Thi HonHlIa Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY ^MULLICK: I am very 
sorry that this ai|piieation was mixed up with the other papers of the 
Joint Secretary o^’m,the Department and it reached him at Darjeeling, 
when he was just I^aVing for Calcutta. As soon as it was traced, am * 
enquiry was started. 
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COVERHMENT BILL. 

TN Bflfigil Monify-lMidtrt Bill, 1939. 

% I 

Clause 34. 

Mr. SPEAKER. We will now take up clause 34 of the Money- 
lenders Bill. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The llun'hle Mr. Suhrawardy 
has put in many new amendments in respect of (lause 34 which have 
made matters very complicated, and unles.s we ^*-et sulficient time to 
through them, it is impossihle to follow them. We cannot apply oi^r 
minds to them in such a short time. 


Mr. Speaker: IVing m the profession of law, yo\i know, Mr. Dattu, 
that sometimes you get (ml\ fifteioi minutes’ time l>efore the C\>urt sits 
to go through a case. 

The Hofi’Me Mr. H. 9. SUHRAWARDYs I beg to move that in 
clause 34(7), lines ‘2-4, for the words “the Court may, in any suit, to 
which this Act applies, whether heard ej-jHirte or otherwise, exerciae 
any or all of the following powers, namely, may — ” the following words 
be substituted, namely: — ^ 

“If in any suit to which this Act applies, whether heard ejr-parte 
or otherwise, the ('ourt has reason to believe that the exercise 
of one or more of the powers under this section will give 
relief to the borrower, it shall exerci.se all or any of the * 
following powers as it may consi<ler aj»propriate, uamelfr, 
shall — 


The idea will In* apparent to the honouruble members as U* why it 
is redrafted. In the original draft it was provided that even if the 
Court was satisfied that it eouI<> exercise the power of reopening of 
transactions, and it could give relief to the borrow^, it need not have 
do«e m. As a matter of fact, it left tm> much discretion to the Court. 
Now* if you can satisfy the (-ourt that the borrower wdll get relief, then 
it be<'omes the duty of the Court to exendse one or other of the powers. 
If you have placed yoUff., case properly and saiished the Court that by 
the exercise of any of tAose powers relief will l>e givfcn, then the Court 
^ will be bound to exevcise that power; if it does noi do so, then I take 
it the matter can be readjusted on appeal. 

8 . 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I oppose this 
motion ? 

« • 

Tha Hon’We Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: This merely covers the 
various reopening' transactions. 

Sir, I hejf to move that to clause ‘14(7) id) the following proviso be 
added, mimely : — 

“Provided that in caNC of a loan to which the provisions of sub- 
section {la) of section 2f) apply the lender or money-lender 
and each of his assignees shall be liable to repay the sum 
which the (_’ourt <‘onsider to be repayable in respect of and 
in proportion t(» tin* sum received by such lender or money- 
lender and Hucli assignee.” 


The objt‘ct of this amendment is that in c{use a refund is ordered and 
there have lu'en assignments in the meanwhile 


Mr. SPEAKER: You first move all your amendments and give us 
a picturi' later. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The picture cannot be 
got by tht‘se small amendments because the ])icture is in the clause 
itself. 


Mr. SPEAKER: After the amendments have been moved, you can 
give us a picture. 

< 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I just want to give a 
little (‘-Vplanation Imtc so that’ the honourable member.s may under- 
stand whv I am moving this amendimuit. Thi^ is reall\ due to the 
fa<’t that we have math* provision> m one clause regarding assign- 
ments. AVhere then* have been assj^niments it there is an order for 
u refund, the rt'fufffi shall be in pioportion to the amount n*ceived by 
the money-lender and his assignee. The Hill does not encourage refuiwl. 
hiven though it may be found that the borrower has overjiaid under 
f'lnu*>e a retund will not be ordered except in those eases w'here 
mone\s have 1>t‘en paid alter the 1st td January. llhlJb Therefon*. such 
cawses, namely, of • refundsi artd of divisuui between the assignee and 
the money-lender will be rare. A provision has bt* made for such , 
cases, if any, should i arise. 
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The next amendment I want to move is No. 12.«)A. Sir, I beg to 
move that in elnuM* ;t4 for tlie proviso to suh-c louse ^7) the following 
be substituted, namely — 

• 

Provided that in the exercise ot these powers tlie (Vnirt shall 
uot — 

(/) reopen un\ adjustment or ug'reeinent, purporting to 
close previous dealing.s aiu! to create ni‘W obligations, 
wliich lias Ihhui tuitiTeil into at a tlate more tlian 
, twelve A ears prior to tlie date ot tlie suit by the imrties 
or an> jierson through wln)m they claim, or 
(//) do an\ tiling which afteels an\ decree ot a (’ourl, other 
than a decn'c in a suit to which this Act applies 
which was not tull\ satisfied b\ the first day of 
•Tanuai\. I'Kttt. <n anything which affects an award 
niad<‘ undc i the Ihoi^uil Ai»i ic ull ural lhd»tors Act, 
Utdo 

E,rplan(it ion . — A decree' shall not, tor the ]>urposes of this sec- 
tion, he dc'etiied to I'ave Immui tull\ satisfied so long as there 
remains undisjiosed of an application by the decree-holder 
for swnbcdical iiosse-ssioii of propert\ ]uirchased by him in 
(‘Xecution ot the decrc'c 

1 will explain this later. 

The next amendiiient I want to move is No. 124(IA. 

Sir, I beg to move' that in clause JM after sub-clause (/) tin* follow- 
ing sub-clause be inserted, namely — 

(lA) II in exercise of the powers eonfernMl by sub-.seetioii (/) the 
Court reopens a dec-ree, the (’ourt — 

(n) shall, after affording (he luirties an opportunity of hein^ 
heard, jmss a new decree in accordance with the provi- 
sions ot this Act, and may award to the dec ree-holder 
such costs in rc'spect *ot the* n'opcned d(*cn*(* as it 
thinks fit, ^ 

(h) nhall not do anything which afb'cts any right uccjuin-d 
hono hy any jferson. othc'r than the decree-holder, 
in consecpiem-e of the execution of the* reopened 
dc'c rec , 

(c) shall c»rch*r the resforation to the judgment-dehtor of 
such property, it an\, of tlie judgment-dehtor aequir- 
ed hy the decree-holiier iy consequence of the execu- 
tion ot the reo|)ened decree as may in the posses- 

sion the decree-holder on the ^«te on which the 
t|ecree was reopened, 



100 


GOVEBNMENT BILL. 


[26th Juhb, 


(d) shall order the judjfment-debtor to pay to flie decree- 

holder, in such number of instalments as it may 
think fit, the whole amount of the new decree passed 
under clause («), and • 

(e) shall direct that, in default of the payment of any 

instalment ordered under clause (d), the decree- 
holder shall be put inti) possession of the property 
referred to in clause (r). 

Sir, 1 also bej? to move that in clause ‘14(7*4 as pfoposed to be 
inserted by amendment 124f)A after the expression “clause 
the followinj^ M'ords be inserted, namely: — 

“and that the amount for which the decree-holder i)urchased such 
jiroperty in execution of tin* rcoj)eiu*d decree shall be set off 
against so mmdi of the amount ot the new decree as remains 
unsatisfied.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is this another short- 
notice amendment y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am moviiif^ this 
amendment wdth the previous consent obtained from ITis Excellency 
the (lovernor under section 299 (J). 

There is vstill another amendment. I stated yesterday that I would 
move umeiulpients Nos. 1249-1201. In substitution 1 have given notice 
of another amendment 12olA which 1 want to move to-day. It is 
only consequential. It is conse(|uential if the j)revious amendment 
which I have moved is accepted by this Hou.se. The amendment runs 
as follows: — 

, That in < lause 44 (•!)(«) for the w’ords and brackets beginning w'ith 
“the (’ourt” and ending with “sub-section (7)” the following be sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

• c 

*‘lhe (\>tirt which, in a suit to which this Act a})plies, passed a 
decree which wuis not fully satisfied by the first day of 
January, 1949, may ex^cise the powers <‘onferred by sub- 
sect ioiT^( 7) and sub-section (JA ) — ” 

« 

Sir, I may just try to explain the effect of these amendments very 
shortly. 'Die first amendment as 1 have already pointed out makes it 
almost obligatory on the Court to exercise one or other of the powers 
if the borrow’er is able to satisfy the Court that by the exercise of any 
of the powers he will get relief. 1 think. Sir, »that this was actually, 
the meaning of thJ Select Committee, and in moving the amendment I 
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am giving efPect to that meaning. The meaning of tlie proviso, as 
I have already explained, will not come very much into o]>eration. 
With regard to the npiiii amendment, hononrable memhers will see 
that the Bill, as it emanated from the Select Committee, spei'ifically 
stated that in the exercise of any of these powers the Court shall not 
reopen any decree. It was for this reason that oti a juevious octasion 
on the floor of this House I refused to didiiie the meaning of the wold 
“proceedings”, because undm- clause '2 as it stood, viz., no (hnnee 
could be leopened, there could hardly be any exe(‘Ution proct*edingH 
and therefore any pfocee»lings for the recoverx (d a b>an would hardly 
come under tlie category ot e\e<-ution ]U‘oceedings. At this stage if 
the House agrees wiih us that partiall.\ satisfietl or unsatisfied deirees 
may be r»‘oj)eneil and a trcslj dt‘cre(‘ pa*'sed on the basis <»{ stsdion 28, 
then. Sir, prtMeedings under stM-tion 2 ( 24 ) \\onbl inclinb* i‘xe<’ntion 
jiroceedings. 

Now, Sir, b(‘cause a suit inean.s a suit and exeiaition pro( inulings, 
it IS not ojien, I think, in this Hill to try to reopen an> full\ satisfied 
decree. Hut so far as jiartiallx satisfied de<*rees are concerned, they 
may be r(‘opeiie(l and a fr(*sh ac<’ount taken. Hut thosi* decrees must 
be of such a natuie a** have not been fully satisfied by the Isl .]anuar\, 
19f39. “This has been (bun* because if instead (d the Isf January, 19»*f9, 
we have until tin* coinnien(‘einent of this Act” then while this Act in 
being considered b> the Legislatures, tln‘r<* will be such a plethora of 
execution proceedings and s(( many sales that the object (d this section 
wdll be defeated. 

Now, Sir, tlie exjdaiiation provides for tln» case where a sale has 
taken place in e\(*cution (d a decree, hut i»o>.session has tnd been given 
to the purchaser. He lui^ to appl\ to the (’oiirl tor a sale certifieatt* 
and thereafter he jiroceeds to the land for the purpose of taking 
posses>ioii. He may take actual pos*«*ssioii or he may take symb(di<^l 
possession — in most cases it is symlxdieal p(»sscs>ion and it he wishes 
to take actual po^'iession, lie will*ha\e to file a suit wdthin 
12 \ear> thereafter to recover jKi^hC'nsion (d that propert\ Now, 
Sir. until such time as lie gets even a niholical possi'sHion of 
the laud, that decice — although ^t here has bt*en a sale, although in 
fact it may even in the records of the (’ourt he declared to be satifi- 

— is not in essence satisfied bc'cause the purchaser has not taken 
posseiTsiou of the property and in order that the decrei* should be fullv 
completed he .should take possession of the f>rop(‘rty. I'herefore as 
long a« such an application for the recovery of posHeHsion reinainH 
undisposed of, we declare by the eJpliination ,tliut that decree 
shall be held to have remained unsatisfied. (Hai^ IfAitENUiu Nmi 
CHAUDHrw: You are miscon.stming the explannyion. It is an appli- 
cation for symbolical possession.) Yes, I have already stated tfiat. 
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Now, Sir, it has happened that even in the case of decrees in regard 
to which there has been partial satisfaction, property has been pur- 
chased in partial satisfaction. Now, these proj)ertie8 have either been 
purchased by third parties or purchased by the decree-holder in bis own 
name or in the henavu of some one else, c.//., wife, son or harmnchari . 
This clause provides that so far as the rights of third parties have 
accrued, we do not propose to disturb them; and even if, say, prop'erties 
worth Its. 2,000 liavc been sold tor Its. oOO and the decree-holder has 
gathered that Ils. 500 and set it ott* in j)artial satisfaction of the decree, 
even in such cases the possession and the riglits of the third party will 
not be affected, if, however, the property remains in tlie possession of 
the decree-holder himself either in hi.s own name or in the hetuimi 
of some other person — and for this reason W(‘ have used the word 
^'bond filled in order to bring in henann tnin^actious within the pur- 
view of this section — then in that case this proj>erty will be liable to be 
restoretl to the judgment-debtor A fresh decree will be jjassed under 
the provision of section 2tS, and wh(‘n i)assing this de(“ree it will be 
open to the (h)iirt to add to it such costs as it thinks fit, because we 
think that if tin* decnu'-lndder has in the meantime incurred costs in 
execution proc(‘(‘(Ungs, he slnmld be given thosr costs. 

Now, Sir, after such a decree has h(‘(*n jiassed. that deei«*e onl\ 
can he (*xo(‘ut(‘d. 'Fhe property, as 1 have stated, will he restored to 
the judgmcnt-(hd)tor. If the (’ourt passes an order for instalment, 
then the judgment-dehtor will hold this property subject to the pa>- 
me!it of the itistalments. If he tails in the paymmil t)f an> ot these 
instalments, tlien tlie (^ourt shall ordiM that the ]>idj)erty may be given 
to the (lecree-liolder. Tlie object. Sir, of my subsiMjuent amendment 
No. 124(iA(2()) was just to fill in what was ovei looked hy me to the 
effect tliat if in the meaiitiim* the judgment-dehtor has paid something 
towards instaliin'iit, then he should get credit lor that payment, or if the 
judgimmt-creditoi’ lias received an\ amount whi( h can be sot off* against 
the rt*opeiu‘tl decrees, then tliese amounts should aeeordiugly be set 
off*. Sir, this is tlie purport «d the amendment. AVe hope that by 
this seel inn a numhiu’ of persons who are at the present moment suffering 
the agonies of having to pay an unsatisfied decree iu these diftieult 
times will he saved. In m\ opinion. Sir, if tlie previous loans carried 
reasonahlc interest, this seetion wilj not be resorted to. This clause 
w’ill be of value to<he judgment-debtors only in those cases when the 
previous loans were uncoiiseionable in nature or where the interest yas 
too high — then and then onl\ it will he of value, because a reopened 
decree is always likely to land tlie debtor himself into difficulties unless 
there is a clear case of an uiiconseionable transaction. (Mr. Surendra 
N.\th Bisw.vs : AApiere is \ha< safeguard*') There is no question of any 
safeguard. ] have not the least doubt that if a debtor wishes to take 
advantage of this suction, he will examine all the advantages and dis- ^ 
advantages before he calls upon the (^ourt to exercise* any of these powers 
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and to reopen the decree. (Rai H.\eendra Nath CuArDHuai : In the 
light of section Yes in the light of section 28. If pre- 

viously tlie amount was reasonable, there is no reason why 
the debtor should ca*ll upon the Court to reopen the decree. 
But if the previous decree ^^as an unreasonable decTce, then in that 
case the borrower would lie in a ]H)sition to ropcn the transai tion and 
rehabilitate him.self. (Mr. SrKKNDit.v Nath Bts\v.\s : In your amend- 
ment Xo. 121o you say: “If the Court has reason to believe that 

the exercise ot one or more of tlie ]iowers undei this stH'tion will givt‘ 

relief to th« borrower, it sliall ” Then it will give relief only 

under siMtion 28?) (Kai H^hknoua X \th Chaihhi’ki : Surely.) 
Under section 28 or under an\ other section, but I take* it that section 
28 is the child operative section whiidi fixes tlie rate of intiuest. (Mr. 
SuRKNDKA Natii Bi.swas : Why don’t you say tliat clearly?) Because 
certain otlier instances may arise. 1 shall give one instance. Suppose 
the boTiower comes to the Court and points out that liis original loan 
happens to be IN. 100 and that it now stands at Ks. o.OOO, (hen he (‘an 
call U])nn the Court to rt'ojien (lie transaction, because the Court will 
clearl\ givi* lum rtdtef. I mentiom‘d section 28, because* so far as the 
rate of interest i> com'erned it In an operative section a.s n‘gard8 interest, 
but there can be other instances in which he can come to Court and ask 
for relief. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may 
I now opiKise the Hoirble Mi. Suhiawaidy’s amendment? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Y'es, you may. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I rise lo oppose 
amendment Xo. 121o. I think, the Iloiride Minister ha.s niisunder- 
stood the .sc<>pe of his own amcndni<*nt. lie ha.s said that .so tar as 
amendment Xo. 121’) is concerned, it only curtails too much or exces- 
sive discretion that was vt'-^ted in the (burt by the opening words of 
clau.se 34 (/). That is not th(* case. Sir. The truth is that the Court 
stand shorn and divested (*f ail discretion that was ve.sted in it by 
clause 34</l, as reported by the Seleid Committee. The Court is here 
reduced to a mere machinery to c;trry out the terms of this Act. Sir, 
let me read the amendment. The amendment ru/Ts thus: 

If gny ..suit to which this Act applies, whether heard c.r partr. (jr 
otherwise, the ('ourt has reason to believe that the exercise of one or 
more of the powers under this section will give relief to the Imrrower, 
it exercise all or any of the following powers as it may consider 

appropriate, namely, shall • f 

The only thing, Sir, that the Court has to (‘onsider is whether the 
exercise of one or more [wwers under this section will give relief to 
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* the btiTower. It is a Hol>8on’s choice, Sir, as the section onJy provides 
for the various reliefs that the hoiTower is to get in terms of the Act. 
The Court, therefore, will necessarily have to find that a case has 
arisen for the horrower to get relief and the *Court will l)e left with 
the only choice of giving relief, and must exenuse the so-called discre- 
tion whether it considers it proper or not to give relief. Such me 
the terms of amendment No. 1215, Sir. It has been ahsoluiely mis- 
interpieted — I do not know whether consciously or uncoiiM-iously — hy 
the Hoirhle Minister in charge. (Tlie Ifon’hle Mr. H. S. SrtiirAU \kj)Y : 
It is ohligattjrv. ) , « 


Mr. SPEAKER: Just a minute. Mi. Suhiawardy, I would re(iuest 
you, alter Mr. (^haudhuri finishes, to icud amendment No. 1215 once 
again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Y'ou mean as a whole? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Yes, Mr. (JiHiulhuri, you can now juocced with your ^peech. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Now, Sir, I have got 
to move my ow’n amendment if }ou will kindly pei’init me 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir. I beg to move that 
sub-clause uh of clause d4{7) be omitted. 

1 have mov(‘tl the amendment. Sii, because it comes in ‘he context. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will it not he better it all the amendments are 
formally moved first? 

Rtf HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Very well, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: First of all, we Nhall divinise oi ail the shoit- 
notice amendments as in the typed papei. 

Maulvi Ahu Hossain Saikar, will vou move amendment No. 12‘10A 

( 1 - 6 )? 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: Yes, Sir. I heg tc move \hat 
in the explanation to the projwsed pi'ovi.HO of clause 'M(l) as in amend- 
ment No. 1230A of the IlorVWi' Mr. H. S. Suhrnwardy. for the words 
beginning with “there remains*' and ending w'ith “the decree’’ the 
following he sub* tituted, 'namely': — 

“the auctioii-pprchaser does not get actual physical possession of*^ 
the pniperty purchased by him.” 
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I beg 'also to iiiov4 that in the explanation to the pix)po»€^d proTiso* 
of clause JU(i) as in qinendment No. of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Suhrawardy, for the words beginning with “there mnains ’ and ending 
with “the decree’* the /ollowing be subNtituted» namely: — 

“any portion of tin* dei'ieial amount remain**' iinsatislied. ' 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8« SUHRAWARDY; That is an alternative 
amendment. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: I lu ‘g to move that in the ex])lanation to th<* 
proposed provi‘<o of clause -Idi/) as in aimuidnient No. TJ-ltt \ (d the 
llon’hle Ml'. II. S. Sul^•a^\ ai (1> , tor the word> “(lecree*h(*hler for symbo- 
lical iM>SM*ssif)ii‘’ the \\oi(]v “auci io!i-|iuii ha>e', for posscs‘*ioir’ be substi- 
tuted. 

Mr. ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: I beg to move that In clause (») 
of the j)roposed j)rovij>o to <*lause *Mf/i a^ in the amendment No, l2*tOA 
of the Tlon’ble Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy for the woids “twelve years prior 
to the date of the suit by tlie paiiies or any person thrfiugli whom they 
claim'* the following be substituted, namely: — 

*‘thr(*e yeais prior to the applicutiiui for r(*opening any stich adjust- 
ment or agreement.*’ • 

I beg aKo to move that in clause <//) ot the ]»ro}>osed pjovi.HO to clause 
•Ui/) a.s in amendment No. <d the llon'hle Mi. II. S, Suhra\^ardy 

the woids “whicli was ntd full> satisfie«l hv the fiist day of January, 
IJIdn*', lie omitted. 


Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: 1 biig to move that (*lause '\A'.JA)ih) 
a.s proposed hv the llon’hle Mr. H. S, Suhrawaidy hy his amendment 
No. 124tiA he omitted. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

inoti«n. * 


I cannot understand this. 1 think it is a negative 


Dr.^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It relaU^s to only one portion and 
not to the whole clause. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: All nght. 
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Mr. 4ATINDRA NATH BA8U; I be^ to Love that in cHiuse 
M{lA)ih) as proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. H. |*S. Suhrawardy by his 
amendment !No. 124CA, after the words "}>ond fide” the following words 
be ad«led, namely: — 

“b}'’ execution or otheiwi.se in pursuance of the decree.” 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED; I beg to move that in clause 
34(iA)(r), a.H j)io[Mjsed by the lloii'blc Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy by his 
amendment No. 124bA, for the woid "decree-holder” wherever it 
occurs the word “auction-purchaser*’ be suh>stituted. 

I beg also to move that in clause ;{4(/.4)(c). as proposed by the 
Uoirble Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy by his amendment No, 124t>A, for the 
word “decree-hoblei“ the word "auction-puKdiaser” be substituted. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASUi Sir. 1 beg to mov(* that in clause 
34(/.4)(c), as proposed by the Hon’i)le Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy by his 
amendment N«». 124()A. the following wouls ]h‘ added at tlie end, 
namely : — 

“and the deciee-holdei- will be entitled to realise* the amount of such 
new decree by exe<’Ution.“ 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sii. 1 beg to move that in 
the explanation to the proposed [)roviM) of clause dd(/) as in amend- 
ment No. 12d()A (d the Hon’ble Mi. 11. S. Suhfawai(K toi the w'ord 
“decree-lndder the word "aiict lon-pun hasei ” b(‘ substituted. 

Mr. ilATINDRA NATH BA8U: Sii. I beg k. move that after the 
provi.so (//' to sub-clause (/> <4 clause :I4, the [(dhiwing fuither proviso 
be added, uamel\ : — 

“Providtul fuither that tlie poweis confmred by this set'tion shall 
not be apjilied unles.s th»‘ (’ourt is satisfied on the upiilica- 
tioii (jf the del>ti)i that the m(>ne\ -leioito has been guilty of 
« fraud oi- coercitm”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^That finishes all the amendments in the typed 
lists. Is it nec'essary to go through the printed list also? ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 suppose so. Sir. Let ua now 

proceed sub-clause by sub-clause. 

1 » 

' t. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: think, that is the only alternative left. What ‘ 

I propose to do is to take up sub-clause by 8ul>-clau8e. 
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lifi NAlsslNAK8H& 8ANYAL; Let m hear the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge (Nawab Salfcb^ first. 

Mft 8PEAKERS hat I feel is that it would be Ivetter -to dispose 
of all the Government amendments moved to-day as amended by 
fui'ther amendments first. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYALs No, Sii, that would not be eon- 
venient. Some of them relate to sub-elause'< id) and ie) and there 
are others which m.ly not be controversial. 

Mfi 8PEAKER: ljt‘t us dispose (d the Government amendments 
first. 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIs tloveiiiment amend- 
ments lelalc to all tlu* suh-< biuses. (hir contention is that iliscussion 
ma\ be taken up sub-clause by sub-clause. The unu'iidments that have 
been moved to-day generall\ fall into tut) classes, namtdy, amendments 
to d4(/i minus tin* pro\is<> and tlo'n tin* amendments ndatinu to the 
proviso and subst«(|uently the amendment lelating to 

Mr, SPEAKER: Let us take In i)e1ut*en. Governmi'iit 

prop ise to delete the lines beginning tiom the wind-, “(he ('ouil may” 
up to the uoid ‘mav— and they also want to substitute the lines 
beginnin }4 from "it in an\ -uit’* up to "shall." 

Let u.s disj)(»--t‘ of (his, and tht‘n go to sub-claust* id).^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before that ue have gut an and 

(h). 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th eie is no amenilmeiit of (iuvernmenl on them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; 'rhcic are othei amendnu'ntH. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will take them up later on. Wv will now Like 
Up L^lo only The difficulty is this, that so tai as the juinted UhI 
is concerned, unles«i we take the ai^iieiidments seiiatim, we do not know 
where we stand. I would say this, that if anybi^dy wants to move his 
aiijendnient on the printed list, he may move it. If he does not, the 
i*e8poiTsibi{ity will be his, I will then pus.s on to the next sub-clause. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AAdiy not fidlou the printed list 
as you have ilone pn*viou.sly? 

Mr, SPEAKER :* After disposing of ail the Government amend- 
ments, I am quite prepared to do that. 

• • 
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* Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Goje rnment amendments 
relate to all the Hiib-elau.Hes. p 

f 

Mr. SPEAKER: You havo not umleistood me. My point is this: 
liet us dispose of all the (Tovenunent auieiidiiienis. After (loveininent 
amendments I will take up ea( h portion sejiarately. I will not put 
them top*ther, Tlo*n aftor disposing- oi each portion, if this clause 
still remtiins untouched, 1 A%ill ask the meuihers to move their amend- 
ments from the printed list. Jf I ha\e to arian/jre them otherwise, it 
will take nimh time. 1 take the fii'.t amendiKent of the ITon’hle 

Mr. H, S. Suhraward> (1215). 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That has laen moved 
and ojiposed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wt* would like to hcai ihe llon hle 
Ml. Siihrawardy's reply. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Ih* has spoken. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: To a lar^^e extent I 
aj^ree with wliat Mr. ('haudhuri has said, namely, that this section 
makes it much more (d>li^*‘at(>r\ than tlie previous om*. Tlie previous 
ont‘ left it vajiue and the ('oiirt, even if it found that it ou^ht to | 4 :ivp 
relief, need not have ^nven relief. At the jiteseni moment, if a ])eison 
can satisfy the (’onrt tiiat it it reojiens the transactions, relief will be 
fciven to the horror cr then tin* (’oiiit shall reo]>en this and ^.rive relief. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You say that you a^ree 
with ni,\ int(*rprctation. It >ou do that, to \\hat extent do you apree? 
I say ,\oii leave no discretion to tin* (’ourl at all !>>• your amemlinent. 
j)v) \oii a^re< y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 aj^ree that the only 

diseretiop l(‘ft to the ("ourt is that it mu-Ht exeicise itn judieial' mind 
on tht‘ (lUestion whether !>> reopening tin* traiiNai'tion. it will give 
relief to tht‘ liorrower or not. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is so. Sir, then the draft- 
ing will have to he slightly altered, because so far the wording goes it 
only shows tJiat tlie (\nirt has got to find out whether the exercse of 
au,\ one or more of these pov^^ers will give relief to the borrower, which 
invariahly the Court will* have to Hud it. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If it does so, it does. 
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Dr. NALINAKShA 8ANYAL: As you interpret it now, if that is* 
really the intention, Ihe borrower will have to prove that a certain 
exercise of power will give relief to him. whereas in this case the 
wording as it now staulls does not give the Court any option whatever, 
because there is no other alternative that is possible to contemplate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your points 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The wording is this, “if the 
Court has Reason to believe that the exercise of one or more of ihe 
powers under this section will give relief to the borrower.” This 
wording leaves the Court no option to find out whether the borrow*er 
requires the relief or not. All that the Court has got to find (»ut 
is whether any exercise t)f these ])owers is going to give relitd to the 
borrower and in every case iiivariabix one or other of these powers 
must be found tt> be giving relief. There can be no other alternative. 
Ah the wording stands, the Court has got onl\ to find out whether one 
or more, of these powers if t‘\ercised b\ the (h>urt is likely to givt* 
relief to the bonower. 'Pbere is no question of the Court finding 
W’hether a borrower is in the nature <d tiie case in need of relief. 
Thcie may be a borrower wh(» might have borrowed money to pundiuse 
a right in a zemindari. He has probably purchased a zemindari yield- 
ing 8 per ('eut. revenue, wber<‘as be has paid t» j>er cent, as interest, to 
the money-lender, and yet the (’ourt will have no other option but to 
give effect to one or other of these clau.ses, because all that the Court 
will have to find out is if the exercise of these powers will give relief. 
In a case where a money-lender lends to a zemindar fin the purchase 
of property which leaves him more than what he pays as interest, even 
in that case the Court is bound to give relief. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 do not agree with 
Dr. Sanyal. For instance, if a pers«»ii borrows at (i per cent, and tl^^re 
is no unconscionable transaction, then then* is ikj ^e^^^on why 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Alter tid years it may become 
unconscionable. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the point you are ^nuking is that if the 
Court is satisfied that there is no unconscionable transa«!tion between 
the borrower and the lender even then ^ the Court nece.ssarily wdll 
reopen the transaction. 

Th« Hon’bU Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARIVr: AVhat 1 am .isking for 
i« that if the Court, ^ — I lake it chiefly, at the in.Htance of the Ixurower 
himself who would like to have relief, or even siw moto, comes to the 
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• ccnclu8ioii that by the exercise of any of the8| powers the* borrower 
will ^^et relief, it shall reopen this transactiol. But 1 think it is 
goii'K too far to think that eveiy single transactiAn it reopened will give 
relief to the Iwrrower. » 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr^ H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If you do that, if you 
are (*f that opinion, then you are really eondeinning the money-lender 
outright, that there is not a inone\ -lendei who has lent oijt money at 
icasonahle rates of interest. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All that the court has to find out 
is whether it is going to give relief. Whether the borrower has been 
in a position to pay his (hies in good time or not is not in his jurisdic- 
tion. The exercise of these three powers naturally in every case 
invariably under the circumstances mentioned in the Bill w'ill result 
in that. There is no other alternative for the (h)urt than to find that 
the exercise of these powers will be gi\ing lelief to the borrower. Is 
there any othei alternative that you can contemjilatch 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will give you one 

example. Take (i ])er cent, for o years. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Six per cent for 15 

years. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Are we having discussion on law or 
are w'e having discussions on amendmenUsy 

Mr. 8PEAKER; On law you would have to take advice first. 

^Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Take the case of G per 
cent, for 20 years, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I also eannot understand why in every single 
ease there should not be any relief it the Courts exercise the power of 
reopening any transaction, take an account between the parties and 
release the borrower ’of all liability in excess of the limits imposed. 
In (‘very eas(‘ wdH*re everybiKly lias taken a rate ot interest . ovej* the 
present rale the Court automat icull> will have to reopen and give 
relief. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Either the rate may be more than 
8 per cent, or even if the rate be G pel cent. if« the fieriod is more 
than IG years tin? sa'me thing will happen. 
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S. 8UHRAWARDY: It doi^s not happen. 


The Hoirhle Minititer has said that if the 
then in that euNe it will not be opened. The 
whole position is what is eonseionable and wliat is iiix'onseionable. 
According^ to the existing: statt* of law, eonipound interest was not 
regrarded as xineouseionable. If it is. say, praetiseil witli yearly rests or 
if it is at the rate of, say, 5 ])or cent, with yearly rests it is n(»t rejyarded 
as uneonseionable. Then. Sii, interest at the rate ol‘, say. t) per rent, 
for secured .hmns was never reg^arded in the inufassal as uniH)nvseion“ 
able. Ratlier, I sliould say that even in (htlcutUi a first class property 
with no dang:er of litig:ation and witli no dungrer of paying (h>urt fees 
<2/7 vnlon tn it i> difficult to find Ician^ at less than 7 or 8 per cent. I 
know. Sir, that ■» years before the ordinary rate of int<‘rest in (hilt‘utta 
for first elas*' seenritie" was 5t pt‘r cent. Now, Sir. if the H<in’ble 
Minister s arg'ininuits are ecmtined to nmauiseionuble barf^ains, the 
whole (jiiestion is wliat is eonseionahle and what is nneonseionable. 
Certain ihing-s are made uneonsiionable umler the jtresent law. The 
effect of this section will be that practically in every ease in which a 
decree has In'cn passed or an\ things has happened the Cotirt is hound 
to reopen the decree. There is <ine thingr more to whirdi I want b) draw 
the Hon'ble Minister's attention. So tar as thi.s .section is concerned 
it (b)es not say that the rc(»j)cning will be onl\ tor g:iving: relief under 
section 128 or under the jirovisions of this Act. It you analyse the 
section, you will fiml that there is no clause whatsrx'Ver to the effect 
that these |>out‘rs are to be cxeici-*e<l only in ord(*i to give relief under 
this Act 01 under the piovisions of this A<*t. Now, yoir fetter the 
discretion of the Court absolutelx and the Court is l)ouml to reopen 
the decree. I do not knou to what <*Ment this provision will lead. 
Moreover, there ought to he a certain aiimiint ot confidence in the 
judiciary of the jirovince. 1 <lo mO know. Sir, what is in the* mind 
of the (Tovernment . hut ceitainl\ so tar a^ the jmliciary is concerned, 

I d(» not bclit'Vc that (In* t rf»vcrnmcnt is justified in jmtling: no faith 
in it and giving' n(» di^iietiun, lojweve^r uncoiiNcifuiable msiy Ik* the 
eonduet ()f tlo' debior. I'hc whole posiiion is tliat so far as llie iliscre- 
tion of the Court is eoneerned. it ought to }>e left nnfellere<l^ and I 
may draw the attentitui «)t the HoiCble Minister th*t in Ifihtir as a 
matter of fact discretion ha*« lw*enVj'**** th<* (’ourt and that should 
'be the position unless on account ot an> rcas<>n whats<M‘V('i' the (iovern- 
inefit k ot* ojHnion iliut it cannot rclv upon tlie judiciary ot this 
province. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

to rej)ly. 


I 


oippose. 


Ml. 


Suhiawaidv, 

• • ^ 


you do not piopose 


The Hoii’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No.* 
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^ The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Snli))rawlirdy thal in clause 
34(7), lines 2-4, for the words “the Court maf in any suit, to which 
this Act applies, whether heard ex-parte or otVferwise, exercise any or 
all of the followinf? powers, namely, may,” the following words b# 
substituted namely : — 

“If in any suit to which this Act applies whether heard ex-parte 
or otherwise the Court has reason to believe that the exercise 
of one or more of the powers under this section will give 
relief to the borrow^er, it shall exercise all or any of the 
following powers as it may consider appropriate, namely, 
shall” 

was then put and airreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Now comes amendment No. (new) 50. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: N ow comes my amend- 
ment No. 1220. It relates to clause d4(7)(</), whereas amendment 
No. 50 (new) relates to the proviso. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That can be taken afterwards. If tlie main sec- 
tion goes, then the proviso falls through automatically as a consequence. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If that be the position, the whole 
section should be first discussed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact section 34 may be totally 
rejected. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SAHYAL: Amendment No. 1220 is for the 
rejection of one sub-clause (d). 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Even before that I have got another 
amendment* to m<ive. If you follow sub-clause by sub-clause 

* y 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I said I am disposing of all the Government 
amendments first. .. 
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ittAnts will he conoliu 
aiQ#n<linen ts. 


lATH CHAIIOHURI: In Uiftt case our aiaeiid-f 

‘d automatically by the decision on Governitieiit 


Mr. SPEAKER: Why? 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: If, for example, my 
amendment No. 1*220 relating to the deletion of sub-clause 34 (7) (d) 
be not fir.4t discussed or voted upon and you allow Government motion 
to go on and if the Qouse carries that motion and adds the proviso (New 
No. oU) in that case my motion will be concluded by the decision taken 
by the House, l>ecause it relates to the foregoing part of the sub-cUuse. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: (H course, there is something in it. llul it doea 
not necessarily follow in legislation. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Gur submission is to the 
contrary. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the amendment is carried, 1 will ask you to 
move your amendment. If the House decides to delete the whole clause, 
the proviso conse(Hiently falls. 

Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Would it not be better to take 
each clause so that the House could know what is the point under dis- 
cus.sion and also apply its mind. Kveii the llon’ble Minister .sometimes 
feels after moving all these amendments that he does not know where 
he is .standing. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is why 1 am putting one after another. Now 
we shall take new amendment No. oO of Mr. Suhrawanly. I think, it 
does not necessarily debar anyone fnuii moving the deletion of the mflin 
clause itself. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker was readfng new uiiiendment No, oil when 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal made the following interruption.) , 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 submit that the word 
“further” after the w'ord “provided” is redundant and has been 
dieted? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it was deleted by the Hon *>(e Minister. 

• • • 

Rai HARfNf^RA HAI^H ^ApOHURI: And also the other two 
words * ‘first proviso”. * • 

S 



lU GOVERNMENT BILL [26x8 Jvti*, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, 1 made a mistme. The amendment is 
as follows j 

Thai to clause 34 (/) (d) the following proviso be added, namely:— 

‘^Provided that in the case of a loan to which the provisions of sub- 
section (7a) of section 26 apply the lender or money-lender 
and each of his assign esg shall be liable to repay the sum 
which the court consider to be repayable in respect of and in 
proportion to the sum received by such lender or money-lender 
and such assignee.” 

The above motion of the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhiawardy was then 
put and agreed to. 

Mr# SPEAKER: I think Mr. Suhrawardy’s amendments Nos. 1230A 
and 1246A follow one after the other. I propose to take up 1230A first. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sii, the amendments 
appear to be as follows. Firstly, instead of my suggestion that a 
transaction may be opened for not more than 12 years prior to the 
date of the suit, Mr. Basu has sugge.sted that it ma\ be ojiened for 
3 years prior to the date of the application for reopening any sui 1» adjust- 
ment or agreement. Then Mr. Basu has also suggested that the words 
“wliich were not fully satisfied by the first day of lunuury, 19-19”, be 
deleted, the effect of whi<*h will be that no de< ree can be reopened and 
the clause will remain as it emerged from the Select ('omiaittee. 

Then, Sir, in the explanation a suggestion has been made by Mr. Abu 
Hossain Sarkar and his friemls that instead of tiie (iovernment sugges- 
tion, namely, that us soon ns an application for symbolical possession 
is made after the sale has taken place, the decree will f)e held to have 
been satisfied, he suggests that until the am-tion-purchaser gets physiial 
possession of the properly purchas'd by him, the <leciee will remaiti 
unsatisfied. I think this suggestion of Mr. Abu Hossain {sarkar should 
be oppo^v*d, because as I have pointed out, actual physical pos>e»sioii 
may not be obtained by the auction-purchaser until 12 years of the 
taking of symbolical possession, and that will have to be done by a 
separate suit and uoi as a part of the execution proceedings, in which 
case this Act will hardly apply, because this Act applies only to a fuit 
or proceeding instituted on or after the fii'st day of January, 1^39, or 
pending on. that date. If actual physical possession is to be taken by 
a separate suit, it can hardly eome under the purview of this Act. 
Thert*fore, I think, Mr. Abb Hdssain Sarkar’s amendment is either 
outside the scope of this Bill or has been moved ^ by him under a mis- 
apprehension. * 
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ii-Sir, tke other sugwistion is that instead of decree-holder, we should § 
ope the word “auction-turchaser/’ We hare deliberately tised the word 
* 'decree-holder* ’ and At ‘‘auction-purchaser,’* because if the auction- 
purchaser is a third j^rty who has obtained possession by ri^ht, I 
canuot see how we can put up a reasonable practical Bill w'hich will affect 
the rights of the third party, to whom these rights have accrued. There- 
fore, by the suggestion which we have made, the rights of the third 
party have been preserved. If the woid “decree-holder” is substituted 
by the word “auction-purchaser” the light of third parties will be 
affected, and for that reason, Sir, I have to oppose the suggestion made 
by Mr. AbU Hossain Sarkar and his fi lends. 


Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, what I want to lie satis- 
fied with is whether you are not takig away by this amendment certain 
rights modifying the right which an anction-pnrehaser has. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case don’t you think that you are bfirred 
by section 299(3)? 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: In that case, Sir, 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s aiiiendment also i*i not in c»rder. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But he has obtained the sanction o^the (iovernor. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Mr. Suhrawardy made his vug- 
gestion under a misafiprehension. Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That may be so, hut you please reiioive my apjffe- 
hension, as to whether .\ou are barred h> section (J;. 

• 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir.’ •On a pre- 
vious occasion you had been plea.sed to rule that it is not for the Speaker 
to investigate and find out w hether a certain measure that we are going 
to pass here is going to be ultra vires of the Act. So far as this section 
iaVoncenred, I do not find anything in that section which gives you a 
definite direction to find out whether the previous .sanction of the Gov- 
ernor-General has been obtained. If subsequently to our passing this 
measure the sanction is not obtaine<J by government, it will automati- 
eally be inoperative. Under the circuinstnc^s, I cannot find any tech- 
nical difficulty in getting the clause through. 
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I Mr* SPf AKER: What I said waa that whild there is a pPima facie 
ease of a riolation of the law, the right remains with me to had oat 
whether I have to giye decision as to whether this House is com- 
petent to deal with it or not. I have got tl|b discretion to decide 
whether previous sanction is required or not. For the time beiug I 
must say that section 299 { 3 ) of the Government of India Act is definite. 
As a matter of fact, we raised an objection even to the Government 
amendment, and we said that it could not be done without sanction. 
The language of this section is: “No Bill or amendment making pro- 
vision for the transference to public ownership of any land or for the 

extinguishment or modification of rights shall be introduced or 

moved without the previous sanction of the Governor in his dis- 

cretion.” We pointed that out to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. To- 
day we have got the sanction; without it even the Hon’ble Mr. 
Suhrawardy could not do anything. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 

Government did it ! • 


But, Sir, the Bihar 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, the Bihar case is (juite different, namely, 
that it sliould be left for the us.sent (»f tlie (iovernor-tTenerul, because it 
affects certain provisions of the existing statute. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
So fur as all these clauses are concerned. m)t withstanding anything to 
the contrai'N , they refer to the (’ivil Procedure ( ode and therefore trench 
upon the (iov.ernment of India Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER; No, we have got the power to change it with the 
assent of the Governor. 

, Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, all that I press by my 
amendment is an explanation of the terms “unsatisfied decree.” The 
Government amendment gives a particular meaning to the t-erm, and I 
w'ould only like to enlarge it a little. It does not take away any right 
dirH'tly obtained by the decree-holder or the auction-purchaaer. The 
Government amendment says that if the decree-holder purchases the 
property for himself and files an application for symbolical possession 
only in that ca.se alone the decree will Im* considered as unsatisfied so 
long as that application is not disposed of. My amendm«^t, on the 
other hand, says that not only in that particular case but in all caaes 
of auction-jpurchase, the decrees wall continue to be unsatisfied so long 
as applications for possession art not disposed of. It does not take 
away directly any right either from the decree-holder auction-purchaw 
or from a third party auction-purchaser. 
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I There is another ibint that I should like to submit, Sir. It you 
in the wav indie Aed by you. then. I submit that this amendment 
cannot be disposed of w)-day. You will be pleased to refer the matter 
to the Governor as under the rules you are required to do. 


•if. SPEAKER: No, I cannot do that. It is not my lunctioii. 

Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN; Mr Speaker, Sir, I think 
that the proposed amendment does not <‘ontravene se<‘tion 29M of the 
Government of India Act. liat is the (»rijfin of ownership of tlie 
third party aucii<m-purchaser ^ Supposing?: the decree he a fraudulent 
one? Will the third party auction-purchaser’s right be u perfect one? 
I think not. In this case als(», the decree being defective in so far aa 
it is excessive and against the proviMons of the ))resent jaw, the right, 
title, and interest ot the third party auction-purchaser is also defective, 
So, I think the amendment does not violate section of the (iovern* 
ment of India Act. 


M«ulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: There is the third point, Sir. 
The Hon'hle Mr. Suhrawardy in his amendment soya that the decree 
will not he considered to be fully .satisfied until the decree-holder’s 
application for symbolical possession is disposed of. But, Sir, there 
are rulings to the effect that symbolical possession taken by the 
auction-purchaser decree-holder will amount to actual possession. 
Therefore, 1 submit, Sir, that my amendment does not say anything 
more than what in many cases, as the Hon’hle Mr. Suhfawurdy knows 
very well, has been laid down. (The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. SnutAWARDY ; 
But you used the words “actual physical possession”.) There are two 
kinds of delivery of jiossessioii, and the decree-holder can get a 
property either by wtual posse.ssion or hy symbolical possession, so 
far as the judgment-debtor is concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sir, may we know the tenns of 
the Governor’s sanction? Will you kuily read it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is covered by the accompanying amendment. 

I think I am regaining my knowledge ot the law, so that if I think 
€fi joining the Bar again, which I may (T.abghter) (Dr. N.ali- 
ifmstiA S^XYAL: lait us hope so!) it will at least help me. Maulvi 

Abu Hossaiu Sarkar’s amendment would have been all right as against 
the amendment cM the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy if he ha<l said “as 
between the judgment-debtor and the decree-holder.” A« between the 
judgment-debtor and the decree-holder, *8;^bo]ieal possession tanta- 
» mounts to actual poseession but not with reference to outsiders. Your 
amendment brings in a certain category of outsider who is a hona fide 
pmubaaer in auction. Does it net? 
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Mtulvl ABU H0S8AIN SARKAR: Yes, S^. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will aj^ree that you are really taking 
away the right of a certain class which is not contemplated by 
Mr. Suhrawardy. That is the whole point. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May 1 point out. Sir, to the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy that in the (’ivil Procedure Code or, for the 
matter of that, in any statute the expression '‘symholical passession*' 
does not appear? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There is no mention of 
that in Order XXI. Kule Ho. It is a loose expression. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In Order XXI, Rules 93, 94, 
95 and so on, there is no mention of “s\mbolical possession’’. 

Mr. SPEAKER: An y wav , there are such things as law and legal 
fiction. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: It is all fiction, Sirl 
(laughter. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi A1 Ml HosH;n’ii Surkar. what is your point f 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: May I rise on a point of 
order, Sir? 1 submit that since there has been an assent or sanction 
by the (iovernor-Oeneral at the instance of (iovernment in the matter 
of a particular amendment, the mere attempt at changing the scope 
is, I submit. Sir, covered by that sanction. If not, in ell fairness 
to^the House, you, Sir, as the Sjieaker and the custodian of the rights 
and privileges of the House, ought to give us time for examination as 
the Government liad. 

Mr. 8t>EAKER: It is too late now. 

Mr. SA8ANKA BEKHAR SANYAL: Otherwise, Government may 

bring in a Bill with the approval of the Governor-General and we haytt 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, that cannot be done. 

Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, you have to speak on four amend* 
menis. You have got three sets of amendments,! 

Mauiwi ABU HUSSAIN SARKAR 8 Alternative ainiendmenie. 
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Nr. SPEAKER: I think it will be better if you explain what la the 
purpose. 

Msulvi ABU HOSAIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I take up my firsit aniend- 
ment to amemlment No. 12-‘UlA. It ruiw as follows: — 

**The auctioii-purclia.>er does not ^et actual physical po^.^essiou of 
the proi>erTy purchased by him.“ 

Sir, the •main point that I want to make out i^ to .substitute the 
word “auction-purchaser** for the wonl “decree-ludder.** (Govern- 
ment w'ants to restii(‘t the meanitij*' ot the worils “unsiUisfietl detTee** 
in the case of a decree-holder purchasing' himself. The wonls 

“uiisati.sfied decree" will mean up to the .stage when hia 

application for symbolical p<»ssession w'ill not Ik» disposed of. I 
submit. Sir, that thi.s is a restricted meaning of the words “unsatis- 
fied decree.*’ The term is general when it is to l>e restricted; there 
should be .some principle in it 1 submit that this restriction to the 
meaning of the wonls “unsatisfie<l decree** is given without any m\8on 
or princi})le behind it. The words “unsati.sfied decree” sliouhl mean 
according to the fjreseTit Hill that so long as any application or posses- 
sion of the propert\ after it has been .sold remains undisposed of the 
decree remain^ unsatisfied I like to give this wide meaning to the 
words ‘‘unsatisfied decree." Otherwi.se. when the judgment-debtor’® 
property will be .sold and the decree-holder will purchase the property 
in the name of a third party, the poor judgment-debtor will not get 
an\ remedy wliatsoever: the result of the restricted meaning will he 
that he will bring in a henanuhir. Now, Sir, in order to avoid that 
calamity the wider meaning of the words ‘‘unsatisfied decrf*e" should 
be given: otherwise, the whole meaning and the wlnde cdiject of the 
clause will be frustrated, and there will alw'a>s be a third party who 

will intervene. The w'ife will be a third part> , the son w ill l*e u thi#d 

party, a neighbour will lx- a third party, and .sometimes all kinds of 
“laws** — brother-in-law*, father-in-law*,* .sister-in-law — w*ill be third 
partie.s who will intervene. The restric'ted meaning of tlie wonl« 
“unsatisfied decree" will bring in * 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER. But does not this refer to past transactions P 1 
thijik ther§ is no case in which it refers to the future transaction. 

The Hpn’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Yes, Sir, it refers to tb« 
past transaction and all decrees unsatisfied up to the 1st January, 1939, 
will come under its operation. 

• 

MlMlvi ABU HOSAIN SARKARs Anyway, I ^ not in a mood to 
accept that restricted meaning of the words “unsatisfied decree/’ and 
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symbolical po«fle«sion and actual posnesHion as I havs already aub- 
mitted, in the majority of cases have got the smne meaning where tha 
auction-purchaser becomes the decree-holder. Ko 1 submit that if my - 
meaning is given to the explaination, the poor judgment-debtor will 
be Iwnefited. Besides, there are other cases where the decree-holder 
even does not go to the land for possession. We have got enough of 
cases when the report of delivery of }K)H8Pssion is written under a banyan 
tree or anywhere else : the judgment-debtor even cannot know 
W’hether his property has Wen sold or delivery of possession has been 
taken. You, Sir, as an exj)erienced lawyer have no doubt come across 
many such cases. In order to avoid that calamity, I submit, that the 
proposal 1 have made should be accejded and the wider meaning should 
be given to the section. An “unsatisfie<l decree” should mean that 
the decree will continue (){)en till the auction-purcha.ser will get 
actual physical posse.ssion of the property, purchased under it. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. 1 do not think, it is 
quite fair to charge the (government with restricting the meaning of 
the expression “unsatisfied decree” by virtue of the explanation on 
the other hand, we are enlarging the meaning ot it. An unsatisfied 
decree is declared to be satisfied as soon us the })ro])erty ii^ sold provided, 
it fetches a sufficient price. We have gone further and enlarged the 
meaning by adding that until an application is made tor obtaining 
possessitm after securing the sale certificate until tlmt time — it shall be 
held to be an “unsatisfied decree.” We are not restricting tlie scope, 
but we are really enlarging it. I have already iM)inted out why a 
difference has 'got to be made between the decree-holdei and the auction- 
purchaser. This section will become absolutely unworkable once you 
ancrmndi upon the rights of tliird parties. We will not be able to 
adjust tlie rights and liabilities between homt fide third parties and the 
decree-holder if once we let in a third party into the clause. 

* Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I like to say a few 

words on amendment No. l2dOA in order to make our position clear. 
I rise to oppose sub-clause {2) of the proviso as it is now proposed 
by the fjon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy by his amendment No. 12-lbA. Our 
position is this. We stand by the recommendation of the Select 
Ooininittee. In the Select (ominittee, nil the parties agreed that 
decrees should not be reopened unless they he decrees which were 
passed on or after the 1st of January, 1989. Now, Government have 
changed their attitude with regard to this matter and we find an 
almost re^lutionary change in their attitude. The Govemment 
amendment now proposes to reopen all decrees which have not been 
fully satisfied and the nieatiing of the word “satisfied” is also extended 
by the explanation that has Wen added to the proviso. Sir, I submit, 
that if this motion iV« carried, then decrees 12 years and more old, even 
iacient decrees, will be reopened 
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llaHlvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Not m<»r^ than 1*2 y^rs oW. 

4 

fifti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIs No, Hi^h (’ourt d«cr66A 
remftin alive even more than 12 years. So far as other decrees aw 
concerned, under the Civil Procedure ( ode, a tlecree remains ulive for 
12 years true but, if. Sir, the i>eriod of taking possession lie taken into 
consideration, then, Sir, the jieriod is further enlarged. I submit. 
Sir, that no case has been made out why dei'rees so old as 12 years or 
more should be reojitned. If we look at sub-tdause (/) of the proviso^ 
we find that adjustments or agreements more than 12 years old are 
not to be reopened. If that be the ca.se, if private adjustments and 
agreements cannot be re-opened, if they are 12 years old, why should 
decree.s pa.ssed b\ the (bun be reopened if they are 12 >ears or more 
oldy The Ilon'ble Mr. Suhruwardy has offeretl no explanation why 
this much of ilistinction must be made lietween private adjustments 
and the decrees of the Couit. In the case of private adjustments, the 
money-lender and the borrower stand on a diherent footing and the- 
mone> -lemler ma> have opp<u’tuni(> to <‘oerce the borrower t«» come to 
an agreement. In the ca.se of Court decrees, that is not possible. 
There a decree has to be obtained not only in the presence of the (burt 
but also after full trial and a<ljudicatiou hy the Court. In the case- 
(»f a pMivSt decree the 0)urt mu.^t have heard both the parties and after 
weighing the evidence and the arguments advanced and after applying 
the law, presumably it came to a considered decision. ^ I, therefore, 
cannot understand why a distinction should not be n^ade in favour 
of old decrees. If (dd adjustments are not going to lie reopene<l, 1 
submit. Sir, that old tlecrees passed on older traiisai'tions should not 
be reopened in an> case whatsoever. Not only that. So far aa 
clause 34 (7) is concerned, it is based on the British Act and in the 
British Act. we find no provision for reopening such old and ancient 
decrees. I, therefore, submit again that the Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawafdy 
will be well advised to stand by the Select Committee recommendation 
and not to press his amendment. Mt. Snhrawardy expreased the 
deepest regard for the recoininendatiiuis of the Select Committee when 
clause 28 came to be considered. Now, .Sir. the recommendations of ‘ 
the Select Committee are worth ifuthing to him when he has somehow 
or other come to change his mind. And Mr. Stihrawardy appears to 
harve ^uo regard for the opinions of the other sections of the House 
represented on the Select Committee. He is now lieing guided by his 
own opinion as formed hy his advi.sors and legislation in this (Tianiber 
is going to be reduced to a short-notice farce^ if I may say so; because 
there is no certainty or definiteness *as# regards the (lovernmenCs 
attitude on any jwopo.sal embodied in this Bill. Government put 
forward certain pro|Kisals in the Bill, then the Bill went to the Select 
Coigmittee in vahicb the Government members had an overwhelming 
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majoiity, there they came to a conclusion, that again was changed, 
certain amendments were put forward by . the Hon^ble Minister 
himself — amendments that proposed not to reopen past decrees — but 
when they came to be moved were not moved and now new amend* 
ments are again put forward with short-notice. Legislation with 
short-notice amendments, Sir, is thus going to be the order of the 
day. Nobody knows at all wdiat is the attitude of the Government 
on a particular clause before the clause actually comes to be discussed 
in the House and the whole country has got to remain in darkness as 
regards Government's policy on a Bill or a Bill clause of such 
importance. That is an unhappy and unfortunate position indeed 
abs(dutelv indefensible, however much the Hoirble Minister may try 
to defend it. 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: Th is reminds me of the ancient (’atalon con- 
spiracy of Rome w'here the Catalons ( onspired that if they could .seize 
the Government, the first thing then* would do would Ih^ to kill all the 
Senators and their next thing would In* to wiih‘ off their debts and the 
debts of their friends. Foitunately that conspiracy was detecte<i and 
it could not take effect. Here Government arc making amendments 
after amendments which are upsetting the piesent anangemeats (am- 
siderably. As a matter of fact, when Government pro]><>se<l the Bill 
it had no provision foi giving retrosj>ectivt" eff'e<*t and the ])rovisi(jn8 
were quite different. When it went the Select (hunmittec, very 

drastic changes were math* 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are i\o\ speaking on the amemlments. 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: 1 am sj>enking «»n this foi thi'* re.i^on, that so 
far as this Bill is concerned as it has emergtHl from the Select (V»m- 
mitte*'>, 

t 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U; K Mr. AIkIuI Bari in order in 
turning his Iwck to the ('hair!'*' 

Mr. AlBDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: ()u a }>oiut of ordej . Sir. la 
an honourable meml)er of this House idelwrred from stamling i»r reclin- 
ing or sitting in this Housed 

Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Only if he <h>es that without llis 
back to the I.^hair, not otherwi.se. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Sometimes yoq make disorder by rising on a point 
of order. • 

A 

Mr. I. D. ilAtAM: Un a pluvious <K:4.u8iou when we were consider* 
ing the definition clause which was moved by the Government,, we 
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found that the defiaition of ''suit*^ included all proceedings and even 
» decrees which may be so ancient as 30 years and if a portion of the 
claim remained unsatisfied in that case that decree will be reopened 
under the provisions of this Act. I ask (ioverninent whether it is not 
unfair and very unfair to those persons who have dealt ac<*oriUng to 
the law which was then existing. So far U'i the principle i> toncerned^ 
it has been accepted that relief should be given to the debtor, but that 
does not mean that we should give a go-by to all sense of justice and 
fairness and^to all transactions which were placed on the basis of a law 
which was existing and which perfectly juslifitsl those transactions. 

If the (Tovernnient go on in this manner, there is no certainly for any 
transaction wluitscH'ver, l>ecaii'i(' we do not know whether the provisions 
which are enactc^l now are imt going t<> 1 m‘ alteied h\ the (loveriimont 
after a year or so. This will put an tmd to the wiiele credit structure 
of the province. It may ht' that the (ioverninent in its exuhc*ramt" to 
satisfy its supin^rteis is iiiimindiul of the harm that is being done tc) 
the jurovince when the very c\iv'«teiuc‘ of the' credit structure is hc‘ing 
shattered. It must l>e rcuncnihcMc'd that it will have its had re]»er< us- 
sion and the situation will Ik* ver\ had heieaftcn. I sngg<*,t that so 
far as the (iovernment is coni'crued, this Hill sliould not attc'Ct the 
decrees which have been jiassed and which have* received the saintiou 
of the (\iurt. At least there should hc» some sanctity in the judicial 
pronouiK-ement of tlie (’ourt. As a matter of fac-t. .so far ns the Bihar 
Act is eoiieeriu'd, it does not afteet the decuves passed by the (^»u^t ancl 
for veiT good reason, and for the rc'ason that there must he ^ome final- 
ity in these transactions. Thc'refoie, the deei<M*s whicji have* been 
passed by the (\iuit should not lx* disturbed h\ siihseciueiit legislation. 
The whole faith of the jH'o[dc* in the justice of the mc‘asuie> of (hivfu’n- 
ment \\ill lie shaken and mdaxly knows as to whethei he* :s nuie in 
dealing under the existing law. Whenever a law is to Ik* given lelnm- 
poctive effect, (Government has got to he very careful in giving if, hut 
we find that so far as this Act is eoiicemcMl, c*ven the (Gi>vc‘rnmeiit •is 
being c-oerced into a situation which the (Tovernimmt, 1 believe, does 
not itself like. 


Mr. tHAHED ALi: lU'gi irdinjt my mention I want tc, sjK*ak scune- 
thing. The Hon’ hie Mr. Suhrawardy ha.s piojxi.fed a new firoviso in 
place pf the original premso and added an explanation to it also. His 
explanation runs thu.s: “A decree shall not for the iiurposes of this 
section be deemed to have been fully satisfierl so long as there remains 
undispo^ of on application by the decree-hedd***’ for symbolic'al jMwses- 
sion of property purchased by him *n ej^cuiioii of the decree”. My 
amendment is this: That for the words “decree-holder for symlxdicjal 
poesesaioo” the words “auction-purchaser for pcAiession” be substi- 

tnted. • 
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Mr. Suhrawardy i#» willing- to do justice to the debtors and the 
relation is between the creditors and the debtors. Whenever an^ 
derTee-holder wants to execute a decree against a debtor, there cai;n|>t 
Imj any question of symbolical possession and that symbolical posi^tit- 
sion will })e construed as actual possession. Where the judgment- 
debtor is in pf.ssession of a pioperty in ejmali along with a third party 
in that case alone the symbolical possession can be given. If the 
judgment-deldor is in sole possession ot the property, there cannot l)e 
any prayer for symlxdical iwssession and the court cannot give any 
symlKvlical ' fsvssessicm. t)n this jajint theie is a number ni iiiUngs 
discussed elaborately in Mulla’s (’ivil Pi-ocedure Code in Order 21 and 
rules 85-36 and 95-96. 

“Rules 85 and 86 I'efer to cases where a suit is brought for possession 
of immovable property, and a decree is passed in the Muit tor the delivery 
of the jm>perty to the decree-holder. Kules 95 and 96 ivter to cases 
where immovable property belonging to a judgment-debtor is 
H(dd in execution of a dei ree passed against him, and the 
purchaser is resist(‘d in obtaining p(»ssession through the court. 
In both cases the |>ossession may he either actual or syml>olical. If 
the immovable projieidy of which jxissession is directed by the dec iee 
to be delivered to the decree-holder is in the pcvssession ot the judgment- 
debtor, actual jHxssession must be deli\ered to the deciee-holder under 
rule 85 (/), Where it is in the possession of a tenant or other j>erson 
entitled to occupy the same, only symbolical jm ssession ( -in lx* deli- 
vered, and that is to lie under nile 86. Likewise, where immovable 
property is sold in execution of a decree, and possession is sought by the 
auetion-purehaser, actual ix>ssessi<m must be deliveied to him under 
rule 95, if the proix^rty is in the jx>8session of the judgment-debtor. 
But if the prcqierty is in the |X»ssession of a tcmant oi othc*r ix*rson 
entitled to occupy the same, only symlK)lical ]x)sseshion can be deliver- 
ed, and that is to 1 m» done undei rule 96.“ “There are thus three cases 
in which the law allows symbolical possession to be gi^en, namely, the 
eases eontemplatc*d by sulxrule {'2) of the present nile, by rule 86 and 
by rule 96 of this order. Symbolical |M»ssession given in such cases 
operates gs actual |x»sses8icm“. 

So, Sir, in this explanation by the insertion of the words “symlwlioal 
p<)88t‘ssioir’ the benefit that was to given to the debtors has been 
taken away altogether, bec*ause there (*annot 1 h* any symbolical posses- 
sion wheie the |>arties concerned are the judgment-debtor and ^h© 
creditor. 

Mr. iHAMtUDDIN AHMEDS Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Shahedali is 
raising an im|>c>i*taiit law fknnt. May I draw your attention to it? 

t 

Mr, SPEAKER P It is not for me to hear, it is for the Hon%la 
Minister. 



ij'" 


r 


VBmMmfT BILL. 


m 


mfy arise. 


f* SMAIiSUDDIN AHMEO: I know, Sir, but a point of order ^ 


TIM Honmto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs 1 am paying great 
a^ePtion to what Mr. Shahedali says. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: The Huii'ble Minister says that he is giving 
his attention to what I sav. 


Mr. SPEAKERS He has two ears one tor you and another fur his 
Secretary. * * 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: He is giving one ear oi his to the wall and 
another ear to what 1 say. 

So far as symbol ieul p<jsses8iou is eonc*erned, my submission to the 
Hou’ble Minister is this : if there are no other parties except the ere^litor 
and the debtor and if anybody prays for the possession of that propeity 
whether it he actual poss<*ssion or symholiciil j)osHes8i<»n , it will ru'ver 
l)e symboli< ul jxxssession ; it will he actual possession. This point is 
det ided in the* famous Midnapore case. Kven if there he crops at the 
tiiiK* ot the delivers of tlie possession, it (*annot constitute a symbolical 
pf>ssessi<»ii, beca^ise the ])arties are in relation of debtors and cretlitois. 

Hy j)Utting the wonU “s\nibolieal |K»r>sessio!r’ in the (*xplanat)on 
the Hon’ble Minister has eui tailed the power given in the Bill and he 
has givi*n more latitude to the creditors. Vnder the circumstanees, 1 
press my motion for the a<‘(e})tance of the House and also for the* 
alnilition of the word “symbolif'ar* mentioned in the explanation of 
the proviso. * 

Thf Hon’bU Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 must say that the 
point raised by Mr. Shaheduli is worthy of consideration. But 1 uni 
only afraid that I may he letting in, as 1 have said, tlie third parly 
whose rights might have accrued. I fear. Sir, lhat in thin amendment We 
have tried our level best to preserve the rights of the third party atd 
See that they are not tampered with. Although strictly speaking 
between the decree-holder and the jucfgment-debtor the question of 
symbolical possession does not arise, still the case will beerpne much 
worse if I were t<i allow the rights of the auction-purchaser to be 
interfered with. A.s between the decree-holder and the judgment-debtor 
it would be easy for us to adjust their rights buP as t4> how the rights 
of •the auction-purchaser can be adjusted, I have been unable to dis- 
cover. We have examined the possibility of paying the auction- 
purchaser sufficient compensation, liut if the auction-purchaser 
refuses to take that compensation and insists jixpon the property he has 
purchas^, the rfsult will be that no deeA!e evill ever be re-opened and 
I fear very much thut the result will be just the reverse of what 
Mr. Sbabedali and his friends intend to achieve by their amendments 
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I and the courtB will not give relief if the rights of the third parties 
intervene and eannot he adjusted. I would ask my friends to let the 
draft remain as it is at the present imrment and if there are any diffi- 
culties met with later on we shall try and rectify them. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to tell 
us what his interpretation of symbolical possession isP 

(No answer.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think 1 might divide the ainendments into 
rather three categories. The first one deals with the amendment of 
Mr. J. N. Basu [No. 12;10A(19)]. 

Mr, JATINDRA NATH BASU: Will you permit me to say one or 
two words on my amendments P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASU. May I speak on all amendmentsP 
Mr. SPEAKER: Only 12dOA(19) and l2d()A(20). 

Mr. JATINDRA NATH BASU: Sir, the amendment propo.sed by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhiawardy enables a debtor to have back accounts 
opened up to a period of 12 years prior to the date of the suit. My 
amendment confines it to d ye^urs prior to the ai)plication for the 
reopening of ‘any such adjustment or agreement. The reason is this. 
It has been pointed out that a suit on the claim inay ha\e insti- 
tuted 2(1 years ago and the application for reopiming accounts in that 
suit may (m* made 20 years after the inNtuuti«)n ot the suit and after 
the suit has lieen decreed. That may causi* very great hardship. 
\[r. Suhrawardy has pointed out that this Hill is intended to give 
relief to rural indebtediios. From his experience and the exj^rience 
of other members in this House they can easily find that if is not 
rustomarv or usual for rural money-lenders to preserve their aecouuts 
for all that length of time, as the provisions of this Bill are intended 
to have retrospective effect. In days to (‘ome, people may keep acc<mnfs- 
for oO or ()0 years. Many of them fiuve no room in their small houses- 
to keep accounts for fliat length of time. My experience of the manner 
in which accounts are kept on the countryside is that they'hava some 
pieces of paper stitched together in one corner. That is all the 
accjmnts they have. And if you require that they should show the 
accounts for a period of 12 ^vears^ it will be practically impossible to 
have the aci'ounts shown.* T think. Sir. that some reasfiuable period 
should W fixed for the reojiening of past aeecfunts, and the period 



J IpOVEBNiCENT BILL. m 

comnt back from the date when the rntpeuing is asked for, and | 
not from the date of the suit because the suit may have been instituted 
many, many years affo and the decree may have been passed many 
years ago. My first amendment suggests years prior to the applica- 
tion for reopening any such adjiustment or agrecmenl’\ My sct'ond 
amendment [No. 12d0A(20^] relates to the Hon^ble Mr. SuhrawardyV 
proposed proviso (ii) to clause 'M{J) in his amendment No. 12^10A which 
runs as follows : — 

“Provided that in tlie exercise of these powers the court shall not—- ~ 



(ii) do anything which afivcts uiiv de<‘ree of a court other than a 
decree in a suit to which this Act applies which was not 
fully satisfied by the fii-st day of January, 19*19 **' 

I want to omit the words “which was imt fully satisfied by the first 
day of January, 1939“ so that Mr. Sulirauardy’s amendment will have 
the effect that no court will do anything whi<‘h affects the decree in a 
suit to which this Act aj)plics or auytliing whiidi affects an award made 
under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

I am not speaking on the other amendments now, as I understand 
you are not taking up the other amendments now. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindm Nath Basu that in clause (/) of the 
proposed proviso to clause 34(7) as in the amendment No. 1230A of 
the Hoirhle Mr. II. S. Suhruwardy for the words “twelve years prior 
to the (late ot the suit by the j>arties or any person through whom they 
claim” the following be substituted, namely, “three years prior to the 
application for reopening any such adju.stnnuit or agreement”, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basn that in clause {ii) of the 
proposed piovi.so to clause 34(./) us in amendment No. 1230A of the 
Hon’hle Mr. II. S. Suhiuwardy the words “which was mU fully satisrfed 

bv the fiist (la\ of Januaiy, 1939“ he omitted, was then put and lost. 

* • 

The motion ol Maulvi Abu Hossiiin Sarkar that in the expianiitiou to 
the ))roposed proviso ot clause 34(^7 > as in amendment No. l2'fflA of the 
Hon’hle Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy lor the words beginning with “there 
remains” and ending with “the decree” the folh^wing he substituted, 
ns^ely, “the auction-purchaser does not get actual physical pr-s.-^cr-sion 
of th^ properly purchased by him”, was then put and a division called. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would Ik* letter to liave the diviaion 
recorded after the evening prayer time. • 

The House was tlfen adjoined for fifteen minutes. 
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TIm Hon^lHt Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY: Before you put the 

;ameudment to the vote, may I request you to permit me to delete the 
word “symbolical” from the amendment which I have put in? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN ftIDDIQI: I aj^ain rise on a point of 
order, Sir. After a division has been granted by the Chair, is the 
honourable member right in addressing the House, the House being 
disked to do this, that and the other thing. 1 again seet your ruling 
ibecause if you allow such liberties, an average back-bencher and ordi* 
nary ineinbei like myself will not know w’here he stands. It is, Sir, 
in a way a matter of privilege, and I would request the Chair to tell 
,us whether such liberties should be permitted. 

Mr. ftPEAKER: Ordinarily, I would not allow that, but in a Bill 
«of this nature which 1 <lo feel is one of the most <omplicated provi- 
ttions — and 1 can assure >ou that section d4 is the \\orst complication 
that 1 have ever come across in my liie (laugliter) — excuse my saying 
so — for tlu' time being I wo\ild rather relax the riile.s than stand in 
the way, if there is no objection on any side, ((‘ries of “No objec- 
tion” from all sections of the House.) 1 think this is an impiT)ve- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAKftHA ftANYAL: Mr. Siddiqi evidently does not 
care for any improvement. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ftPEAKER • Mr. Suhrawardy. will you please lormally move 
your amendment? 

The Mr. H. ft. ftUHRAWARDY; Yes, Sir. I beg to 

move that in the amendment which I have tabled, namely, No. rA‘k)A. 
in the explanation to the proviso to clause* -U {!) the w’ord “symbolical” 
be deleted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ftPEAKER: 1 will now put motion No. 1230A (1-6) to vote, 
and so on. 

The motion of Mnulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that iu the explanation 
to the proposed proviso of clause 34(1) as in amendment *No. 1230A 
-of the Hon*ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, for the words beginning with 
“there remains” and ending with “the decree” the following be 
substituted, i\am^ly, “the anctiotj-purchaser does not get actual physi- 
cal possession of the property purchased by him.”, was then put and 
lost. 
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The motion of Mauivi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in the explanation 
to the proposed proviso of clause 34(7) as in amendment No. 1230A 
of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhraward\% for the words beginning with 
‘‘there remains” and ending with “the decree”, the following be sub- 
stituted, namely: — “any portion of the decretal amount remains 
unsatisfied” was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that in the explanation to the 
proposed proviso of clause 34 (7) as in amendment No. 1230A of the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, for the w<»rds “decree-holder for 
symbolical h^^ssessioi?” the words “auction-purchaser for possession” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That disposes of all the amendments to this 
clause. The next seri(‘s of amendments relates to No. l24(iA. 1 am 

anxiou.s to finish the.se amendments as quickly as possible. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. before we pass on to the next 
proviso, will you not allow us to move our amendments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Alter this is over, 1 shall take all ot them 
together. I think T ought to put them one after another. 

The motion ot Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that clause 34(/.l)ih) 
as projioscd by the Jlon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy by his amendment 
No. 124t)A b(‘ omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mi. Jatindra Nath lla.su that in clause 34(7/1 )(h) as 
proposed b\ the llon’ble Mr H. S. Suhrawaidy by his amendment 
No. 124(>A, after the words “ho/m fid*" the following words be addeil, 
namely, “by execution or ot herwi.se in pursuance of the decree”, was 
then i)ut and lo.st. 

The motion of Mi. Kamizuddin Ahmed that in iluii.se 34(7/l)(c) 
as propo.sed by the Tlon’ble Mr. II. S. Sulirawardy by his amendmcjit 
No. 124GA, for the words “decree-holder”, wherever it o( ( urs, the 
words “auction-juiri baser” be sub.stitut^ed, was then put. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: T his amendment will hifve to be 
discussed, Sir. 

.Mr. SPEAKER: But iioboily was anxiou.s to spoak on it. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut we are anxious. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid not ofi Miis amendment. I called 
out all these amendments and said that if anybody was anxious to 
speak, be could do so; but nobody came forward.* 

10 • 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That was with regard to the 
notion moved. But so far as the main amendment is concerned 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, 1 have not yet put the main motion. * 
I am only putting: the amendments. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But what about 1246A(26)? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is just now not before the House. That is 
a separate thin^. 

The motion of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed that in clause 34(iA)(c) 
as proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy by his amendment 
No. 124()A, for the word “decree-holder”, wherever it occurs, the 
word “auction-purchaser” be substituted, which had already been 
put to vote, was declared to be lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed that in clause 34(7A)(c) 
as proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy by his amendment 
No. 1246 A for the word “decree-holder” the word “auction-purchaser” 
be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Natli Basu that in clause 34(7^ )(e) as 
proposed by the Hon’ble Mr, H. S. Suhrawardy by his amendment 
No. 1246A, the following words be added at the end, namely, “and 
the decree-holder will be entitled to realize the amount of such new 
de<‘ree by execution”, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That disposes of Mr. Burman’s amendment 
as also of all the amendments exceptinji^ amendment No. 124()A of 
Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, which was orij^inally moved as a proviso. 

Mr, ilATINDRA NATH BASU; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to say 
a few words in support of iny motion. The jiower of re-opening 
aecounts has been given to the borrower. But if there is no restric- 
tion, then there will be many attempts at re-opening of aci'ounts w’ith- 
out any just cause. I submit Sir, that the borrow'er must put for- 
ward some reasonable grounds on the basis of which accounts should 
he re-opened. The grounds should be either that there w'as fraud or 
coendon or that the transaction wa/< unconscionable. If the transac- 
tion w^us very hard .and the terms can be showm to be very severe, 
then the court should be entitled to re-open the accounts. I want the 
grounds for re-opening accounts to be “fraud or coercion or linconscion- 
able transartion”. 

1 do not think. Sir, that it is necessary for me to say anything in 
support of this, because (jt “is qiliite patent that if past transactions 
between parties are allowed to be re-opened without any just cause, 
men there will be^no possibility whatever of any transaction being 
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filial and concluded, and nobody will be able to depend or rely upon 
pa»t transactions. Therefore, Sir, I submit the grounds must be 
made clear and must be definite. That is to say, it must be proved 
that a fraudulent practice or coercion was usetl or that the money- 
lender had obtained a document in which he forced the borrower to 
ente‘r into a transaction on unreasonably hard terms. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, J oppose this 
amendment. 

• . » 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, you promised to let us 
speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall give you an opportunity to speak on the 
main motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: It is very ditficult to 
prove fraud, coercion or an unconscionable transaction. Let me give 
an instance. A money-lender lends out his money at 12 per cent, 
interest with six-monthly rests, wherwis his usual transaction is 5, 0 
or 7 per cent. Will that be considered to be fraud or not? We know 
of instances when u borrower has borrow’ed money from someone else 
at a lower rate in order to pay oil a loan contracted at an exorbitant rate 
and then the original money-lender has come round to the borrower 
and told him: “I am prepared to lend money to you at a still lower 
rate if you will take it from me.” In my opinion, Sir, what constitutes 
fraud as between a money-lender and a borrower will be impossible for 
any court to determine. 

Now, I come to coercion. So far as coercion is concerned, it can 
be said that the borrower is being coerce<] by ne<*es8ity to borrow 
money. No borrower w'illingly goes to a money-lender and asks him 
for money and runs into debt. The rate which the money-lender 
charges is again — if you wish to take a broad view of things — a ques- 
tion of coercion. No borrow'er would fi^illingly pay 7 per cent, if he 
can pay 4 per cent., and therefore, he has got to accept the^ terms of 
the money-lender. 

With regard to unconscionable transactions, what is conscionable 
and what is unconscionable depends on circumstan^ces. Forty-eight per 
ceift. has been held unconscionable by one law and later it has been 
held that 25 per cent, was unconscionable. We dH-lare that in consi- 
deration of the general depression and the poverty of the people and 
also in eonsideration of the fact tha^ the assets of almost every single 
individual have decreased in value owing t^ a general fall in prices, 
what would not have been unconscionable before will be considered 
unconscionable under the present circumstances. The figures which we 
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have giveD are 8 per cent, and 10 per cent. — This is onr criterion. We 
consider such maxima to be reasonable. Anything beyond that we 
consider to be an unconscionable rate of interest. Therefore, Sir, that 
being our case, there is no reason why we should have any such vague 
qualifications such as unconscionable transaction. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu that after proviso iii) 
t(» sulb-cluuse (/) of clause 34, the following further proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided further that the powers conferred .by this section shall 
not be applied unless the court is satisfied on the applica- 
tion of the debtor that the money-lender has been guilty of 
fraud or coercion”, 

was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Now, we come to the two amendments left, 
namely, 1230A and 124GA of Mr. Suhrawardy. There has been dis- 
cussion on 1233A, but there has n(»t been any discussion on 124t)A. I 
will now put 1230A. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Sir. with n'gard to 123()A. 1 would 
just like to point out one thing. I will ouIn take two minutes. The 
effect of wliat Mr. Kai ('haudlniri on oui side pointed out is that 
while we are not pressing our op])osition to sub-clause U) of the 
amendment, that is in the new draft, so fai- as tlie second part is 
concerned, as contained under suh-claiiNe with an explanation 
thereto, w^e feel that the original wording given Ihy the Select (Aun- 
mitlee was ])etter and we feel that if Government could yet see their 
W’ay to letain the original, while having the first part altered as per 
the new- draft, prohuhly that would meet both the sides. The original 
Buh-clause reads as follows: — 

«. 

“ That the court shall not do anything which aifect^i any 

decree of a court other than a deciee passed on or after the 1st 
JauuaiT, 1930, and before the eommeiieement of this Act, or which 
affects an award made under the Bengali Agricultural Debtors Act, 
1935”. 

The new’ sub-claivse {2) states: — 

‘‘That the court shall not do anything which affects any decree 
of a court, other than a decree in a suit to which this Act applies 
which was not fully satisfied by the first day of January, 1939, ” 

Sir, it makes a good deaj^ of ([ifference and as it stands there may 
be decrees of court as olti as 24 years which may l>e liable to be 
reopened. In the mufassil <*ourts a decree can ‘lie kept alive for 12 
years. 
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Mr* SPEAKER; Tbis clause 2 is applicable to a decree in a suit^ 
to which this Act applies. Then there is a further governing clause 
‘Vhich was not fully satisfied”. Therefore, it is, I believe, appli- 
cable to definition of section 1?4 and to no other section. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYALs This Act applies to all except 
commercial loans. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But there is “suit to which this Act applies”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Du difierence between 
the two lies in that that so far as the Select (’onmiittee lecominenda- 
tion is concerned 

Mr. SPEAKER : I know that, but I was drawing your attention to 
the words “suit to which this Act applies**. That will be a great 
protection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: TImui, Sir, it has been further 
stated by way of explanation — “a decree shall not, for tlu* purposes 
of this section, lie deemed to have been fully satisfied so long as there 
remains undisposed of an application hy the de(‘ree-holder for symboli- 
cal possession of property purchased by him in execution of the 
decree”. 

The word “symbolical” has been taken out. I will not go into 
the details. I am only submitting that it will be a wholly impracti- 
cable proposition and for the present order of society it will be an 
impossible situation created and it w’ill lead to nothing short of a 
chaos if it is sought to be applied. Therefore, if (fovernment are not 
desirous of bringing a wholesale chaos, they should retain 
the original wording as contained in the Bill as it emerged from the 
Select Committee. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In view' of this attitude, 1 will put the fwo 
clauses separately. 

The first part of the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. IT. S. Suhrawardy 
that in clause »34 for the proviso to suh-ehiuse (7) the folU)W'lng be 
substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that in the exercise of these power# the court shall not — 

(i) re-open any adjustment or agreement, purporting to close 
previous dealings and to create new obligations, which 
has l>een entered into at a date more than twelve years 
, prior to the date of the suit by the parties or any person 
through whom they claim”, * t 


was then put and airreed to. 
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The second part of motion No. 1260A moved by the Hon’bie Mr. 
H. 8. Suhrawardy iftiat in clause 34 for the proviso to sufc-clause (/), 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that in the exercise of these powers the court shall 
not — 

• » * « « « 

(«i) do anything which affects any decree of a court, other than 
a decree in a suit to which this Act applies which was not 
fully satisfied by the first day of Jahuary, 1939, or any- 
thing whicdi affects an award made under the Bengal 
Agricultural Debtors Act, 1935. 

. — A decree shall not, for the purposes of this section, 
l)e deemed to have l)een fully satisfied so long as there 
remains undisposed of an application by the decree-holder 
for possession of property purchased by him in execution of 
the decree,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mri SPEAKER: Now there remains No. r24t)A. I hope, 
Mr. Jalan, you will kindly be as brief as possible. 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: I beg to oppose the amendment of the Hon’bie 
Mr. SuhrawaVdy. In doing so, I would draw the attention of the 
House specifically to sulh-(lause (c) whic^h runs as follows:^ 

shall order the restoration to the judgment -debtor of such 
property, if any, of the judgment-debtor at'quired by the 
de<*ree-holder in conseiiuence of the execution of the re- 
oj)ened decree as may be in the possession of the decree- 
holder on the date on which the decree was re-opened”. 

Mr. 8p*?aker, Sir, I do not find the Hon’bie Minister here. 


Mr. SPEAKER: ,He is somewhere here. 

t 

Mr. I« p, JALAN* The result of this amendment will be that if a 
decree has been passed long time ago and in execution of the decree 
a proj)erty has been sold even 10 years before and has 

been in possession 'of the decree-holder, then under 

this clause the decree-holder has to give back* the property to the 
debtor. The only fault of the de<'ree-holder has been Hiat he has 



GK)VERNMENT BILL. 


m.] 


m 


^ten the debtor enough of time in order to pay off his debts. I ask 
in all seriousness “Is it fair on the part of the Gh)vernment to propose 
that if in execution of a decree passed 10 or 12 years before, a judg- 
ment-creditor is in possession of a property, he is to Ibe deprived of 
that property simply because a portion of the decree has not been 
satisfied?” I cannot understand any system of jurisprudence which 
can tolerate such a state of affairs except the new jurisprudence which 
has been evolved by the (Government in this case. (A voice: 
Circumstances should also he taken into consideration.) 
Circumstances are* there and nolwdy disputes that the (Government 
have got to do certain things in order to remo\e those ciirumstances, 
but the way in wdiich the (Government are moving in this mutter is 
nothing short of lunacy and I should say that (Governmt*nt have lost 
all sense of justice and propriety in order to apj>ease tlieir followers. 
The reason is apparent. Theie is a rule in the (Gc>vernment Servants* 
Conduct Rules that a man who is heavily invoKed in debt should not 
remain a public servant. I should say. Sir, that the .same rule 
should have been invoked in the case of persons holding high offices, 
such as the Ministry of the province. 


I am very much surprised at the attitude taken by the Euro|)ean 
Party in this case. The Bengal (^hainlHU* of Commerce hud the repu- 
tation of being against this Bill, but now the European group in 
Bitting tight, becau.se so far as the Euro|K‘ans are concerned, they 

have got their thanks, their insurance companies and commercial 

transactions excluded from the operation of this Act. They are not 
at all affected hy this Act. So fur us the (Government .are concerned, 
they have been partial to the Europeans, hut they have been vei’y 

hard and very severe and very unjust to otlieis. J do not wish to take 

more time of this House, liecause 1 know' that (Government are dead 
to all sense of justice and ours is the cry in the wilderness. 

The motions of the Hoii’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawurdy that in clause 
34 after sulwlaiise (J) the following suh-cluuse he inseited, namely: — 


"{lA) If in exercise ot the pow’e*rs conferred by sub-section (/) 
the court re-opens a decree, the court — 


{a) shall, after affording the jiarties an opimrtunity of 
being heard, pass a new* deci^*e in accordance wnth 
the provisions of this A<t, uiul may award to the 
decree-holder such costs in respect of the re-opened 
decree as it thinks fit, 

(b) shall not do anythipg wl^cb affH’ts any right acquired 
bona fide by any person, St her than the decree-holder 
in* consequence of the execution of the re-ofiened 
decree. 
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(o) shall order the restoration to the judgment-debtor of 
such property, if any, of the judgment-debtor 
acquired by the decree-holder in consequence of the 
execution of the re-opened decree as may be in the* 
possession of the decree-holder on the date on which 
the decree was re-opened, 

(d) shall order the judgment-debtor to pay to the decree- 

holder, in such number of instalments as it may think 
fit, the whole amount of the new decree passed 
under clause (<r), and 

(e) shall direct that, in default of the payment of any 

instalment ordered under clause (d), the decree- 
holder shall he put into possession of the property 
referred to in clause (r)" . 

And that in clause d4(M) (e) fis proposed to he inserted hy amend- 
ment No. 124GA, after the expression “clause (o" the following 
words he inserted, namely: — 

“and that the amount for which the decree-holder purchased 
such property in execution of the re-opened decree shall 
Ih* set off against so imndi of the amount of the new decree 
as remains unsatisfied.” 

And that in clause 34(J) (^7), for the words, figures and hrackets 
beginning with “the court” and ending with “suh-section (i)” the 
following be 'sulwtituted, namely: — 

“the court which, in a suit to whiidi this Act applies, passed a 
decree which w-as not fully satisfied by the first day of 
January. J9d9, may exercise the powers conferred by sub- 
sei'tion (7) and sul>-.section {lA}". 

% 

were then put together and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This flisposes of all the Government amendments. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 beg to move that in clause 
34(7)(o), line 1, for the comma the word “to” be substituted. , 

This is probably one of the most important amendments that the 
House has been calleil upon to discuss. (Laughter.) Sir, probably my 
friends think that it is mt»re (»r less in a frivolous mood that I propose 
to delete the comma. It w ftirthest from my mind to take the time of 
the House — a time which is so valuable — with a <view merely to afford 
some opportunities tV) my friends for laughter. Sir, the clause seeks to 
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give some powers to the court. One of such powers is the power of 
reopening transactions. With what view this reopening should few 
made is the subject-matter of my investigation. I find from close 
'examination of the clause that the court is given the power of reopen- 
ing transactions with a view to two things — to release the borrower of 
all liabilities in excess of those specified in clause 28 and if anything 
has been paid in excess to order its refund. So these two latter are tho 
operative portions of the clause for which the reopening is necessary. 
Sub-clauses (a) and {b) both relate to reojiening. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Also clause (c). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. Sir (D is the effect of 
reopening, {in and (h) give (lie (‘ourt the jiower of reojiening. If the 
comma is not omitted and if “to*’ is not substituted for that comma, it 
will lead to the im|)re^sion that the power under sub-clause (a) will be 
a power to reopen transaction for all purpo.ses, that is to say the court 
will reopen transaction and leave it at that for the parties again to have 
bickerings and to arouse discussions on that. Ihirties will have again 
a right after reopening the tran.saction to do the needful as regards 
the mutual claims and mutual obligations. If the idea is that the* 
reopening will be only to take an account, between the parties, then 
and then only the reojiening can have a meaning and 1 believe that 
was the intenticni. If that was so, that intention should be made clear 
by putting “to” tadbre “take an account.” That is reoi>eniug a 
transaction to take an account between the parties — not fpr all purposed 
but for reopening with the specific objective in view. If that is not 
done, then there cannot be any difference between the provision of sub- 
clause (ti) and sub-clause {b). In sub-clause (/>) also the court reopens* 
any account already taken between the papties. Reopening any 
account and reopening any transaction, those are the two different 
things contemplated. If a transaction is reopened, it is not mei^ly 
the account relating to the transaction that is rei^pened. It is some- 
thing more than an account. If inerety an account was sought to be 
reopened with a view to settle something which the court panted to* 
find out. then sub-clause (b) would la* quite enough. Sub-clause (a) 
would not be necessary. So, th^ intention was something more than 
merely reopening the accounts. That being the position, I submit; let 
n9i this reopening of the transaction be without any restriction. Let 
no reopening of the transaction lead to endless litigation. If the court 
reopens a transaction without any reservation whatever, it will lead to 
fresh litigation. That is why I submit that although my amendment 
looks such as might evoke laughter, it Has# a very important bearing 
and the whole character of the clause wrill be changed if this little 
humble suggestion of mine is accepted and 1 beReve that the change 
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irill be a change for the better. It will make the position very clear 
and probably will make it just in line witb what the Government 
themselves have in view. 

The Hofl’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If Dr. Sanyal wants to 
effect a change for the better, I will be prepared to delete the comma 
and put in the word “and” in its place. In the original Bill, section 
34, reads as follows : — 

“34. (7) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the 

time being in force, the (^ourt may, in any suit to which this Act 
applies, whether heard e.r parie or otherwise, exercise any or all of 
the following powers, namely, may — 

(a) reopen any transaction or any account already taken between 
the parties; 

{h) take an account between the parties;”. 

Here the two sub-clauses {a) and {h) have been put together with a 
comma. 

Actually instead of the comma, the word “and” should be put in. 
If Dr. Sanyal is agreeable, I am prepared to ac(N?pt that. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTAS The only amendment before 
the House for its consideraiion is that for the comma “,” the word 
“to” be substituted. There is no amendment before the House for 
adding “and”. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It has exactly the same meaning if for the comma 
the wonl “and” be substituted. 

% 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: It will not hav« the 
same ineaiiinfr. It will make It of wilier scope. 

Ttie Hon’bl. Mr. H. t. SUHRAyVARDY: If Dr. Sanyal does not 
agree, the clause will remain as it is and I shall have to oppose his 
amendment. 

Dr. NA 1 INAK 8 HA 8ANYAL: My point is not met. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is..h^f met . 


Tht Hoil’bit Mr.' H. 8 . 8UHRAWARDY1 It wUl lie read togetbev. 
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^ Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYALi Iti view of the interpretation 
^ven by you and in view of the fact that the amendment suggested 
hy the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy that for the comma the word 
“and** be substituted is some improvement, 1 am prepared to accept 
it. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, you had better move it as a shoit- 
notice amendment. 

Dr. nAliNAKSHA SANYAL: Let Government move it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I Wg to move that 
in clause 34(7)(rt) for the comma the word “and” W substituted. 

The motion was tlieii put and agreed to. 

The motion of ])r. XalinakNha Sanyal that in (danse 34 (/) (o) 
for the comma the word “to” he .substituted, was then put and 
lost. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. I rise to support 
my motion with a few words, viz., the motion for deletion of sulM'lause 
(d). The Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy has been pleased to explain that 
this provision for repayment is not of a very wide sc(»pe. It only relates 
to payments made on or after the 1st day of January, 1931). Even 
accepting that interpretation, I think that there is no justification for 
putting in thi.s sub-clause. This sub-clause. Sir, intrpdu(*e8 a very 
wrong and inicjuitous principle, ft converts the creditor into a debtor 
under certain cin’umstances. We are opposed to any smdi principle. 
We are opposed to any jirovision that will convert the lender into a 
debtor. There is a further reason f«»r oj)posinjr the jirovision. You 
will notice. Sir, that the preceding sub-cdause, sub-(daus<? (r) I mean, 
provides that the court after reopening accounts will release the 
borrower of all liability in excess of the limits specified in clauses (/) 
and {2) of section 28. Thus the account will have to be readjusted on 
the basi.s of the provision.^ made in section 28. Now section^28 speaks 
of three things: it reduces the rates of interest; it limits the amount 
of interest that may be recovered* and at one time it also provides for 
the w’iping out of the principal besides the interest in cases of long 
term loans. 

Now’, Sir, if the accounts be readjusted on the basis of the reduced 
rates of interest, and the other provisions of section 28, cases will 
naturally arise, and invariably aris^ in ^ong term loans, where excess 
payments may be found on the basis of sectToh 28. In such cases, Sir, 
the court will deem*it their duty in view of sub-clause (d) to order 
repayments, i.e., refunds. Sir, I do not know wfiat line of argument 
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will be taken up by Mr. Suhrawardy in reply, but I anticipate be may 
refer, in spite of all the railleries of his applogist against the Briti^ 
Jurisprudence, to the English Money-lenders Act, The English 
Money-lenders Act of 1900 surely speaks of repayment — section 1 of* 
the Act of 1900. But that has been amended -by section 10 of the 
English Money-lenders Act of 1927. Now section 10 runs as follows: 

* ‘Where, in any proceedings in respect of any money lent by a money- 
lender after the commencement of this Act” — and I stress the word 
“after” — “or in respect of any agreement or security made or taken 
after the commencement of this Act in respect of money* lent either 
before or after the commencement of this Act” — and I stress the words 
“enforcement of security” — “it is found that the interest charged 
exceeds the rate of forty-eight per cent, per annum, or the correspond- 
ing rate in respect of any other period”, — here again note the pitch of 
interest, Sir, — “the court shall, unless the contrary is proved” — again 
there is a saving ]>hrase — “presume f(»r the purposes of section 1 of the 
Money-lenders Act of 1900, that the interest charged is excessive and 
that the transaction is harsh and unconscionable, but this provision 
shall be without prejudice to the powers of the court under that section 
where the court is satisfied that the interest cliarged, althougli not 
exceeding forty-eight per cent, per annum j> excessive.” 

Now, Sir, to re(»pen a transaction after declaring that a higher rate 
than 48 per cent, per annum is an unconscionable rate and to provide 
for the reojH*ning of account after declaring 8 or 10 per cent, as the 
limits of conscionable rates of interest are surely two different proposi- 
tions altogether. Not only that, >ou have to remember that section 1 
of the Englisli Act of 1900 stands even after amendment by section 10 
of the Act of lit2T. If you refer to section 1 of the Act of 1900, you 
will find that there the court cun reopen an aciount only under three 
circumstances. To proceedings for the recovery of monies lent before 
the commencemeni of the Act ii had no application, in other words 
it* had no retrosj>ective effect. Secondly, where the interest and 
charges are excessive. What rate of interest will be considered 
excessive has been declared by ‘section 10 of the Act of 1927, viz., that 
exceeding 48 per cent. And thirdly, in all other cases the transaction 
has to be proved as harsh and unconsciona-ble. It is not by a fatwa 
fixing maximum rates at 8 or 10 pei cent, that the transaction will be 
considered harsh and unconscionable — that is, apart from the rate of 
interest the transaction will have to be further scrutinised and decided 
whether it is harsh and unconscionable. 1 repeat the words — it will 
not be conliidered harsh and unconscionable because of a fatwa. 

Th« Hon’blg Mr. H. 8. SJJHR^WARDY: Is it “and” or “or” P 

e 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Jbei me read out for 

your edification: *‘If there is evidence which satiefies the court that 
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the interest chargred in respect of the sum actually lent is excessive, 
or that the amounts charged for expenses, enquiries, fines, bonus, 
premiums, renewals or any other charges are excessive, and that’* — 
please note Mr. Suhrawardy — “in either case the transaction is harsh 
and unconscionable or is otherwise such that a court of equity will 
give relief, the court may reopen the transaction and take an ac'count 
between the money-lender and the person sued,’* — here are a lot of 
saving phrases that have been, deliberately, 1 would say, omitted in 
this clause — i.e., the Bill claust* before u.s an<l it is provided that the 
court may liere reojfcn transactions after adjusting the accounU on the 
basis of section that is. taking into consideration that 8 and 10 per 
cent, only are the maxima ot conscionablc rates of interest. In this 
view, Sir that is, after comparing it with the Hon ’ble Air. Suhra- 
wardy's model of the British Aloney-b'ndtTs Act — although I know, 
Sir, he will stand by no model if it doe^ not serve his purpose — 1 
consider it to be a mischievotts sub-clau‘'e which should be omitted in 
all fairness. 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sit. it is v(‘ry hard .and imompat ible that a 
Minister should draw' more than IN. oOO when a Bill like the present 
Money-lenders Bill is recjuired as a relied to the lo^avy indtd)tedneB8 
of the peo])le. and so hmg us the pn*s»*nt Minisii\ continues to draw 
Rs. ‘J.oOO a month. 1 think thc\ ha\c n<» justitical ion to ])roduct‘ a Bill 
like this and ask the* monc.\ -len(b*rs to repay wduui they are not 
prejiared t(i rej)a.\ the amounts drawn b\ tlMUu in excess of Its. 500 
a month. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 think this is 
hardly a suitable matter on which Air. Iswar Das rlalaii should hang 
the .s])ite and jealously towards us, but we will let him stew and simmer 
in his ow'ii juice, (Dr. X \i.j.n.\ksim S\nv\i. ; But nouember In* ha# a 
larger income than yours.) 

As regards Kai Harendra Nath (dfamlhuri’s amendment, I would 
direct the attention of the House to the history of fhi| Bill. It 
emanated from certain juivale Bilks and 1 may refer to the Bill of 
Mr. Ahmad Hossaiii which m^de a provision for refunds. Now, 
Government have .set their face against refunds^and have not allowed 
rounds in any of the ca.ses except in case of payments made in overpaid 
debts after the 1st of January, 1939. This is comparable, Sir, to tl^ 
clause read out by Mr. Chaudburi that undei* the English Money-Lenders 
Act payments made after the commencement of the A('t were refunded. 
(Rai Harkxdr.a Nath Chai dhi hi : N(»; loam.s after the commeycement 
of the Act.) If in #ur case the Act had come into operation earlier, 
then accounts w ould have been taken on the basis df section 28 and there 
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would have been no further payments. But as the Bill has been hang- 
ing fire for a long time, if payments have b^en made after the Ist of 
January, 1939, there is no reason why if a money-lender has been over^ 
paid, and not only overpaid, but overpaid several times, he shall no4* 
refund the amount paid after the 1st of January, 1939. Sir, this 
making a mountain out of a mole hill, because I doubt very much if 
any case will be adversely affected. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that sub-clause (d) 
of clause 34(7) be omitted, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AYES— 30. 


•aMfll. Mr. P. 

■•M, Mr. ^aOiiSni Nttli. 

■Itwai, Mr. I«rtii#ra Natli. 

••M. Mr. lartl Oliaiiira. 
eiia«ili«rl, Rai Haraaira Naili. 
Dai, iaia MaaiM Okaaira. 

Daa. Daha Rakkaaatli. 

Oai tapta, Irijirt Nartaira Natk. 
Dalta. Mr. Okiraaira Natk. 

Dalai. Mr. Maraaira Natk. 
•aagalp, Mr. Pratal Okaaira. 
•apta, Mr. Jagaik Okaaira. 
ialaa, Mr. I. D. 

Mam. Mr. Mkaala Rakari. 
Maltra, Mr. Oaraaira Makaa. 


Maji, Mr. Aiwaita Kaaiar. 
Majaaiiar, Mn. HaaMpraaa. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Okaaira. 

Makarji, Mr. Dkiraaira Narapaa. 
Makkarji, Dr. Ikarat Okaaira. 
MalUak, Irljat Aikatask. 

Rap, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Rap, Mr. Kaaiaikriakaa. 

Rap. Mr. KMiari PaN. 

Rap, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
laapal. Dr. NaHaakika. 
laapal Mr. taaaaka lakkar. 

•aa, Daka Nagaaira Natk. 
ilaka, Irijat Maaiaira Dkaiaa. 
gar, Mr. Naraaira Kaauur. 


NOEt>-tt. 


ANal Nail, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Nakiai, Maahrl. 

Akial Nafciai Vikraaiparl , Maahrl Mi. 

Akial Haaiii, Mr. A. M. 

Akial NaaiM Okak, Maahri. 

Akial iakkar, Maahrl. 

Akial LaNf iHarai. Maahri. 

Akial Wabai, Maalvi. 

Akitfla-AI Makanai, Mr. 

Akiar Rakawa, Kkaa Rakaiar A. P. M. 

ANar Rakaiaa, tl iO m . Mr. 

Akiar Raaakii Makaiaai, Mr. 

Akiar Raikaai, Maahrl Mi. 

Akiar Raat, Kkaa Rakaiar Okak. 

Akiar Raaiak, Maalvi. 

ANaa ikakaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Aka Naaiala iarkar. MaahrL 
Akal Pail, Mr. Mi. 

Akat Haiiia AkaMi, Mr. 

AkaMi AH laapatparf, Kkaa Rakaiar Maalaaa. 
OtkBMi Naiala, Mr. 

^ Aiimiita AkaMA.Kkaa Rakaiar Maahrl. 
AMkiaRak, Kkaa RMNk Maalvi. I 

AikrataM. Mr. m. 

AthaaiMa AkaMi, Mr. 

Aaiai NiiMla Kkaa, MaahrL 
Aakar AH, iHMhrl. 
iaral Alt.Mr. Mi. 

Daa, Mfk Aaakal O k a aira. 

Daa, Dal OaMk KMt Rkaaaa. 


tikar, Mr. Upaairaaatk. 
taiiaial Nagat, Kail. 

Pailar Rakaiaa, Mr. 

Pailar Rakana (MpaMaNagk), Mr. 

Ralaai tarwar Haaaial, Mr. Okak ipai. 

OaMai, Mr. g.A. 

Raraag, Mr. Daaikar ilagk. 

Rpaiaiila Akaiai Obaaikarp, AlhaiJ. 
HaMkaUab. tba Naa*kla Navrak Rakaiar K., it 
Daaaa. 

HaiiaMia Obaaribarp. Maahrl. 

NaaiMaMia Abaui, Kkaa takik. 

Hataa AH Okaatikarp, Mr. Ipai. 

NatvaiaHp iaaiaiar. Kkaa OMrtk MaalvL 
lirH AkaMi Mia, Maahrl. 
iaaliaaiila AkaMi, Mr. 

*iaaak AH Majaaiiar. Maahrl. 

Kakiraiiia Kkaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahri. 
Kaaia. Mr. NWritka Natk. 

MaOiaiiia AkaMi, Maahrl. 

MaRiaMla OfcaaMiarp, Maahri. 

Maktakaiiia AkaMi, Kkaa Rakaiar Maahri. 
Maaial, Mr. Rkat Okaaira. 

Ma alr aiM a Akkaai, Maahrl. 

Magkal NiMla, Mr. 

MakaaiaMi AH, Kkaa Rakaiar. 

MaaPai AH MiNak, Maahrl. 

MakiMawi Ik r a k lK Maatii 
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■iMML m m, Mttkmte MMrf. 

■•ItlliMr. Ms MMff. 

■wtiiWif NmmAi. tiM Hm'M Mawai, Kaaa 
Mnivr. 

flaitnawal Mafat. Mr. tfii. 

MMif. tfea Maa'Ma Makaraja triaekaaira. af 


kaaiaiaiMa, tka Naa'Ma Kk«a|a air, K. 0. 1. 1. 
KaailiaMta AkaMtf, Mr. 

■•f, tka Maa'Ma Mr tljay Fraaaa Mafk. 

Ray, Mr. Ratiraai. 

• ai ara iata, Akaiaa, Mr. 


laira iMa AkaMi, Mali, 
takak Alaai, Mr., lyatf. 

•arkar, taka Makkaaaiaa. 

•araiai lataai, Mr. 

IkakakaiMa, Mr. Kkaaraja. e. R. I. 
•kakaiai, Mr. 

tkaaiaaMla AkaMk, Mr. M. 
tlriar. taka Lma Maaia. 
•aknrarariy, Ika Maa'Ma Mr. M. t. 
TaailaaMla Kkaa, tka Maa'Ma Mr. 
Tafai Afcaiaa Okaaikary, Maahri Maji. 
Vasal All kkaaikary, Mr. 


The Ayes bein);^ 31) and the Noes 82, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well. I (liink tliul so far as umendmenta 
Nos. 1229 to 124() are concerned, they are all in the proviso which has 
been deleted. So, 1 shall merely (‘all the numbers (Oit, although they 
do not arise. If anybody, however, wants to speak, 1 urn prepared to 
hear him. 


Matilvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 want to move my amend- 
ment No. 1243. 


lift 8PEAKER* But how ( an you move it It is a new thing. 
That proviso has been deleted altogether. 

Mr. Sarkar, you could have given mdice of that. 1 am sorry, I 
cannot allow this at this stage. 

This disjKrses of all the amendments. 


Programme of BusinoM. 

Mr« 8PEAKER: To>morrow, at the first instance, 1 will ask 
Government to move the conse(|uential ameiuffnents. Then I will put 
the clauses one after an(»ther. That w!ll not take much time. Then 
the third reading will be taken up when members may discuta general 
questions. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir,*l think, clause 34(5) 
has not been disposed of. No decision has been taken on that. 


Mr. fPEAKER: What is the number of the amendment? 

• • 


R«j HARENORA* NATH OHAUDHURI: 125IA. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: I have already put it as part of 1246A. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, we have not got a copy 
of the Bill as corrected up to date. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will try to send a copy to every member to- 
night, if possible; if not, you will get it to-morrow at the latest. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the third reatling may be 
taken up day after to-morrow and to-morrow we may take up the Police 
Bill and other business that still remains to be finished because 
corrected copies of the Bill may not be supplied by to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is for (jovernment to say whether the third 
reading will be postponed till day after to-morrow. But we will be 
able to sujjply you with corrected copies ot the Bill by 10 o’clock to- 
morrow. 

Th0 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, we would like to 
finish the Money-lenders Bill to-morrow and then adjourn the House 
after to-morrow and meet again on Friday next. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But you have already announced 
that the Police Bill and other business will be taken up after finishing 
this Bill. 

a 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The House ( an be 
adjourned and these Bills can b(‘ taktui U]> later on. Out object is to 
finish the Monc\ -lenders Bill to-morrow. 

oMr. 8PEAKER: There are d or 4 corrected cojjies and tliese can 
be supplied to different j^^^rtiev. These may be distrihiited among those 
members who want to scrutinis^e the Bill thoroughly. 

Dr. N)VLINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as the corrected copy is not 
yet ready for every member, it woikbl probably be convenient to take 
this up day after to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Probably it has already gone to the press. We 
have arranged to send the corrections to the press as we have been 
proceeding. 

I • 

Rii HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURl: Sii> do you then propose 
to take up the third reading of the Bill to-morrow? 



p 

lg||j OOVEBNMENT BILL. Mi 

Hr. tPEAKBR: I think, it will be better. 

iflr. NALINAKtHA SAItYAL: Sir, 1 think, «ch«dule hM not biN»& 

'finished. 

Mf« SPEAKER: Yes, it has already been finished. 

The whips of different parties will please call on the Secretary 
immediately after the adjournment and he will distribute the corrected 
copies to them. So, the Bill with all the amendments that have been 
carried except the one that has been carried to-day will be available 
to them. As regards danse 34, what I propose to do is to get it 
cyclostyled and supplied to the members to-night, so that they may get 
it to-morrow morning. Consequential amendments will be taken up 
first thing to-morrow; after that, the clauses will be put one after 
another and then the third reading of the Bill will be taken up. 

Adjournmifit. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 27th 
June, 1939, at tlie Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proeeedingt of the Bengal Legitlative Attembly astembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Asnerably met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 27th June, at 4-4o p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 9 llou’ble Ministers and 204 inembeis. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Reservation of seaits for Muslim students in the Government 
Commercial Institute, Calcutta. 

*824. The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, 
of Dacca: The Chief Minister is not very well. May I answer the 
question on hin behalf h 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 enquire about the 
short-notice question.^. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Not no'^ . 


Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 think it is better to take 
up the question when the Chief Minister is present. Dr. Sanyal, it 
has beeii arranged, will put at least ten .supplementary question.^. The 
Hon’ble Naw’ab Bahadur may not be able to answer them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Bahadur , you read the answer. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state 
whether there is any ^ea.*^^^ation of seats for the Muslim students in 
the Government Cx^mmercial Institute, Calcutta? , 

(61 If so, what is the percentage? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the date of admission is not 
advertised in the Star of hvdia, Azad and Krishak? 

, {d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(e) Is it a fact that the reservation of seats, if any, is going to be 
suspended this year? If so, why? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab KhWaja Habibullah Bahadur of Dacca on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Tes. 

ih) 25 i>er cent. 

(o) The date of admission is announced in the Star of India, Amritu 
Bazar and Statesman, but not in the Azad. or the Krishak. 

(d) The date is advertised in English new'spapers only. 

(e) No. 

(Dr, Nalinaksha Sauyal rose in his seat to put supplementary 
questions, ) 


Mr. SPEAKER. You will pnt your questions when the Chief 
Minister comes. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Thank you, Sir, 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Money-lendert Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think we should Vuit for a few' minutes. The 
Bill as provisionally hettle<l in the Assembly has been printoik There 
are some printing mistakes which are being corrected. Within a few 
minute.s the Bill will be placed before the members. After that 1 will 
call upon the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to inov^ the consequential 
amendments one after another. Unle.ss the papers are in your hands, 
you will no^ be able to follow. 

I think that it would be better if the House was adjourned till 5-30 
p.m. in order to enable members to •have* time to go through the 

printed Bill and the consequential amendments. * 

• 

(The House was then adjourned till 5-30 p.m.jT 
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(After cidjoumment.) 

Mr. SPEAKERS I might just inform honourable members that^ 
this time they have got the proof copy of the Bill and there are certain 
printing mistakes which have been circulated in a separate sheet. I 
will now request the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy- to move the consequen- 
tial amendments. Honourable members will please note that the figures 
within square brackets have reference to the printed Bill. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI S There ar^ still some 
omif^sions and mistakes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 jet us .see to those things as we go along, I will 
put one clause after another. Mr. Suhrawardy, will you now move 
the consequential amendments y 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
clause 2 {I4h) — (new 20) — be omitted, as Provident Society has already 
been defined in clause 2 {(i) ^new). 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. 1 l>eg to move that 
in clause d — (new t/)— for the word and figures “section 14 — (new 
Id) — “ tile words and figures “.Nectioiis U) and 19“ be substituted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Hereafter, in moving your amendments, you need 
not read the figures within square brackets. I shall explain to the 
House when I put the amendment to vote. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir 

t Mr. 8PEAKER: If honourable members will kindly refer to clause 
4 of the printed Bill, they will find in lines 3 and 4 “section 19.” The 
amendment is that for “vsect^on 19“ the ^'ords “sections 1() and 19“ 
be substituted. 

The motion wai then put and agreed to. 

Rai HARENDR^ NATH CHAUDHURI: Before the Hon ble Mr. 

Suhrawardy proceeds to move the next amendment, may I draw your 
attention to one point? In new clause 5 — old clause 4 — there is men- 
tioned oujy’ section 19 and not section Ki. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: My im^press^on was that section 16 should also be 
there. But it has been f>oint«d out to me that so far as section 16 is 
concerned, the procedure has been laid down in section 16 itself. That 
is why it is no longer necessary. 
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riM Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROYs Tbat u rigrbt. 


Ml 

» 


Mr. SPCAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, will you now more tbe n«xt 
amendment ? 

Th« Hon’tlln Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to more tbat 
in clause 13 (J) the words ^‘within the meaning of section 3 of this 
Act” be omitted. 

* a 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, should there not be a 
similar amendment in respect of clause o as in the case of clause 4P 

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 will just explain. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before we pass on to other amend* 
ments, should we not iinish chapter by chapter and see if any member 
has got other suggestions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I .(Ct me deal with Government amendments first. 
So far as this amendment is concerned. 1 may explain that “within 
the meaning of section 4 of this Act” is wholly unnecessary l)ecauBe 
the competent court has been defined under section 4. So “competent 
court” by itself is quite good enough. That is why it is necessary to 
adopt this amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy that in clause 13 {6) 
the words “within the meaning of .section 3 of this Act” be omitted 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I lieg to move that 
in clause 13 (6') for the words “the Provincial Registrar” the woria 
“a competent court” l>e substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Hr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 13(7) for the words “the Provincial Registrar and the” 
tbe word “a,” and for the word “courts” the words “a court” be 
substituted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is wholly unoecesf|pry to have tbe expression 
“Provincial Registrar” in sub-section (7). T'herefore it is profmsed 
to delete it. • 

Tbe motion was then put and agreed to. 

e 
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The Hon’bl# Mr. H. $. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to xnovo that 
in clause 13A, for the word, figure and brackets “sub-section (3)** 
the word, figures and brackets “sub-sections (3), (5), (6) and (7)’\ 
be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The purpose of this amendment is to make a conse- 
quential change in new clause 17 so that the provision of this section 
might be applicable, as pointed out Mr. Datta the other day. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. , 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 

in clause 20 (2) («), line 3, the word “and” be omitted. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is partially consequential and the word “and” 
is wholly unnecessary. It is purely formal. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hoffl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 21 (J), line 4, for the word “him’* the words “the money- 
lender” l)e substituted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What about “his” in line 2? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: That is all right 

Mr. SPEAKER: In new clau.se 2') {!), line 4, because the word 
“borrower” appears, it might be misunderstood. That is why the 
words “the money-lender” are substituted for the word “him.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in the proviso to clause 21 (2> for the words, figures and brackets 
“under section 21 (I) of thi.s Act” the words, figure and brackets “by 
sub-section (7)” be substituted. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. that is not enough. 
Mr. Suhrawardy proposes that in the proviso to clause 21 (2), for ‘the 
words, figures and brackets “under section 21 (I) of this Act” the 
words, figure and brackets “by sub-.section (7)” be substituted. The 
word “Act” has to l)e changed. , 

Tha Hon’bla Mf. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Nb, 1 have said, section 
21 (7) of this Act. 
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®^EAKER. Mr. Rai Chaudhuri» I think, you are not ri|^ht. 
If you kindly turn to page 9, you will find that in the proviso 
Mr. Suhrawardy proposes that the words, the whole of it, “under 
section 25 (1) of this Act“ be substituted by “by sub'section (/).** 
So it is all right. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will not the word “Act” 
be substituted? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It it is carried, viz., he has furnished a statement 
required under suh-.sectioii (/). it is all right. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Siihrawanly that in the 
proviso to clause 21 (2) for the words, figures and brackets “under 
section 21 (/l of this Act" the words, figure and brackets “by .sub- 
section (2)" be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

Tho Hon*blO Mr. H. 8. SUHRA^VARDYs Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 25 (1) ih), line 4. for the word “loans" the words “the loan” 
be substituted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you turn over to .section 2H (/) (5), you will 
find in sub-clau.se (/n, the words “as to the state of loans;” and it is 
suggested that for the word “loans" the words “the loan” be substi- 
tuted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 25 (2i, line 4, after the word “punishable” the words “on 
conviction” be in.serted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. This is purely formal. 

The motion was then pul and agreed ^to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to n?ove inat 
in the proviso to clause d2 for the^ word “cost" in lines 2 and b, the 
word “costs" be substituted. ^ 

e 

Mr. SPEAKER : This is also purely formal. 

The motion wa.s then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARoV? Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 39 line ^3, after the word “punisbal^le” the words “on 
conviction” be inserted. 
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Mr. tl^iAKiilS This is also fomal. 

Th« motion was then put and agreed to. 

Th« Hdli’bli Mr. H. 8. tUHR AWARD Y: Sir, I beg to move that 

clause 41 (2) (g) be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER. This is necessary because the ‘^Eegistrar^^ provi- 
sion has been done away with. 

The motion was then pUt and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 34 (fJ) (a) for the expression “sub-section (1) and sub-section 
(M)“ the expression “sub-sections {]) and (2)“ be substituted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is a mistake. 

TIm Hoii*bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, as a matter of fact 
in the new draft you have got it there — “may exercise the powers 
conferred by sub-section (7) and sub-section {2)." All that I want to 
make is “sub-sections (7) and (2).“ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 34 (J) (h) for the expression “sub-section (/) and sub-sectiOn 
(7.4)’’ the expression “sub-sections (7) and {2)" be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Mr, Speaker, Sir, I have more or 
less some formal things to draw your attention to. In Chapter I, wa 
start under section 2 with the definition of a bank. May I ask the 
Hbn^ble Mr. Suhrawardy if any definition of a bank is necessary; if 
not, why should we have this at alii* 

( 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: In section 3, the word 
“bank” is used. The Provincial Government may, by notification in 
the official Gasette, declare any bank to be a notified bank for the 
purposes of this Act. Therefore, the definition of the word “bank” 
is necessary. 

> . ^ 

Dr. NiALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Then, Sir, I would like to draw 
your attention to the ordei^ of the various sub-sections under section 
2. We have for exampll “commercial loans” defined in sub-section 
(4). Would it no^ be better, Sir, to place this* after sub-clause (IS), 
t.e., where “loan” is defined, because that would follow logically F 
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•Ir.tPEAKER: In law, as you know, wo havo still soxno ortkodoxy. 
Ton must havo noticed that at first I arranged the Tarious sub-eeetione 
in the proper order, but I am told that there ie a convention in thie 
matter, and so the arrangement in this long list has been made alpha- 
betically according to that convention. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir. with reference to section 5, 

1 should like to point out that it is stated there: “Every order made 
by a competent court under this Act shall be subject to appeal in 
accordance with the provi^ious of the Code of CMvil Procedure, 1908, 
applicable to appeals. *' I think, Sir, this is incomplete, liecauee the 
Civil Procedure Code does not indicate the forum to which the appeal 
should be preferred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been provided for. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: No, Sir. A District Judge has 
the power to transfer a case to a Subordinate Judge and also to a 
Munsif. If an order is made by ^ Munsif, an appeal lies to the district 
court, but if it is made by a Subordinate Judge, it cannot l»e said that 
the District Judge is the proper appellate authority for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is provided in the Hill that wherever a com- 
petent court functions, it will follow the same procedure as laid down 
in the Civil Procedure Code. If it is an order from a small cause court, 
an appeal shall lie to the High Court; if it is an order /rom a District 
Judge, an appeal shall lie to the High Court also. If you will look up 
the ])articular section relating to “competent courts, “ you will find 
that the appellate court has also been mentioned there. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I would draw your 
attention to clause o (/). It is stated there: “the same pr(»cedurS at 

it has and follows ” I submit. Sir, that the language is very 

unhappy. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not responsible for the language. 

Now I shall put the clauses one after another. 1 shall put clause 

2 first, 

. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Before you do so, Sir, may I 
draw your attention to one thing? I am referring to clause 39 (new). 
It is stated there: “No lender shall take^from a borrower or intending 
borrower any note, promise to pay, power (M attorney, bond or security 
which does not stat# the actual amount of the loan, the rate of interhit 
charged and the time, if any, within which the principal is stipulated 
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to be repaid in full, or which states any of such particulars incorrectly, 
nor shall he take from any borrower or intending borrower any instru- 
ment in which blanks are left to be hlled in at a later date.’’ 

Sir, the word “instrument” here is rather vague. We want the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to add the words “creating the loan” after 
the word “instrument.” The word “in.strument” refers to the word 
“security” in the third line. A share certificate is accompanied by a 
blank transfer deed to form a security- A share certificate alone does 
not fonn a security; it must be accompanied by a blank transfer deed. 
Now, as the word “instrument” refers to security’, it will be very 
difficult for the court to determine that a blank transfer deed does not 
come under the operation.^ of this Act, and that the court should not 
punish the money-lender for sucli deed. tRai IIarendra Nath Chau- 
DHURI : (Juite so.) Why does not the Iloii’ble Minister add the words 
“creating a loan” after the word “instrument” as he promised to make 
ints meaning clear? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; I did say that. This was 
moved by Dr. Nalinuksha Sanyal, and after my statement that any 
court of law would interpret the word “instrument” as ejusdew yenerU 
similar to the power of attorney, bond or .security and that it must refer 
to a document creating a loan. Dr. Sanyal withdrew his amendment, and 
after ray statement that any court would do so, I did not state that I 
was going to amend the Act on those lines. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. 1 am only drawing the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the reasonableness of the addition of the 
words “creating the loan.” 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Sir, I would draw your attention 
to sub-section (2) of section 20 that a small cause court may refer a 
matter to the district court 

Mr. BREAKER: I do not think that is con.sequential. That is 
intended only for the Small Cause Court of Calcutta. 

Now I shall put the clauses one after another. 

I 

Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA; With regard to clause 39, Sir, 
having regard to the power of attorney, the principle of ejusdem genens 
will not be applicable because of the power of attorney in documents 
creating loahs. 


Th§ i^Oll*bf§ Mr. H. 8. BUllRAWARDY. Sir, I am not prepared to 
accept that. Our legal advisers are of opinicm that no court can 
possibly misunderstand that. 
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Clause 2. 



The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, stand part of (he Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

The que.stion that clause 4. as amended, stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to 


i'lause 3. 

The question that clause 5. as amended, stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you, Sir, referring to the new 
clauses ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, I am referring to the new clauses. Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta, is it necessary that 1 should ])ut the clauses separately 
or the chapters as a whole If you like, \ou can tell me which (dauses 
I should not put now. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I will just look into the matter 
and let you know shortly 


la use 6’. 

The question that clause (>, us amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed t(f. 


* ClauMe S. ^ 

• • 

The question thart clause 8 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 9. 

The queetioD that clause 9 stand part of the Bill was then put and . 
agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause 11 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

f Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

^ Clause 13. 

The question that clause 15 tjtand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clauses 10 to 23. 

The question that clauses 16 to 23 stand part of the Bill was theo 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 24. 

# • 

c ' 

The question that clause 24 stand part of the Bill waa then put and 
agreed to. * 
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Clause 26. 

The question that clausa 25 stand part of the Bill was than put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 26 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

The question that clause 27 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('Id uses 2>S and 20. 

The question that clauses 28 ainl 29 staiul part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause do. 

The question that clause dO stan<l part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 57. 

» 

The que.stion that clause dl stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clau.ie 32. 

The question that clause d2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 33 stand part of th^ Bill was then put and 
a*greed to. 

Clause 34. 

• • 

The question that clause 34 stand part of the Bill was then *put. and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 35. 

The question that clause 35 stand part of th« Bill was thon put and . 
agreed to. 

Clause 36. 

The question that clause 36 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clauses 37 and 38. 

The question that clauses 37 and 38 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

The question that clause 39 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 

The question that clause 40 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 41 . 

The question that clause 41 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to, 

(louse 42. 

» 

The question that clause 42 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

I 

(lan.se 

The question that clause 43 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 44. 

• • 

The question that clause 44 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to.' # 
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Clause 4S. 


The question that clause 45 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Schedule. 

The question that the schedule stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, you move your amendment on the 
preamble. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 l>eg to move that in 
the preamble in lines 1 and 2 after the words “better provision” the 
words “for the control of money-lenders and” be inserted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the preamble as amende<] stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will ih»w take up the third reading of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 l>eg to move that the 
Bengal Money-lenders Bill, a.s .settled in the As.Hembly }>e passed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it quite in order for any other 
member than the member in charge of the Bill to move the thinl reading Y 
The rules demand that the third reading should be moved by the member 
in charge, e.specially when he is present in the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you see the definition of Ministers, you will find 
that under the Standing Orders the member in charge means a»y Minister 
acting on behalf of the (fovernmept and includes any Minister to whom 
such a duty may be assigned or delegated. ^ 

* Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: That is not the rule to 
which we are referring. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: %Ve ate pot considering anything in 
bis capacity as Minister in this House. So fur as the Bill goes, the 
technical right is that of the member in charge. • 
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Urt •PiAKEfll I think fomally th« Minktar in charge ahoiiU 
more. 

Tllg Hoil’bli Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYi Sir, yon called upon me • 
to move, that is why I have moved the third reading. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Suhrawardy, as a matter of fact, 1 have not 
asked anybody to move. I only said that we will now take up the 
third reading of the Bill. I think the Hon’ble Minister in charge should 
formally move it. (Applause from the Congress Benches.) 

Tim Hoffi’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAINp Khan Bahadur: 

I beg to move that the Bengal Money-lenders Bill, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Sir, in doing so I think, my friends, you probably want to listen 
to my difficulties. You must have known the difficulties that we 
all experienced in getting the Bill drafted and then sending it to the 
Select Committee and giving it some shape for the good of the country. 
You all know that within the last one year there has been incessant 
trouble from which we have somehow emerged with a Bill which has just 
now been j)laced before the House for its passage, and I hope you are 
quite prepared to pass the Bill. 

Sir, the subject is one that really interests every human ))eing living 
within the borders of Bengal. You cannot say that even the man in 
the street will not be affected by this legislation which you have taken 
more than a year to consider and finish. J can assure you that during 
this one year there has been a lot of suspicion lurking in the minds of 
my friends that they will all be ruined at this democratic age on account 
of the passing of this legislation here. But probably they will find 
that the monied men will not suffer much and that the way in which the 
Government have dealt with the Bill from the beginning to the end will 
justify the conclusion that Government are not unaware of the danger 
of a true democratic legislation, in the matter of finance. The com- 
mercial loan has been excluded ^froin the operation of this Bill and the 
banks are also excluded. 8o far so good. 1 still believe that the 
speeches ^at were made from the different sides of the House will 
convince the managers of these ibanl^ that they may lose their power 
in future if they do not work properly. There are some banks, I mean 
scheduled banks, against whom complaints have been lodged at this 
Assembly, and 1 would implore the managers of those banks to see that 
no further 'Complaints are made against them, and that their work is 
done rightly and properly with a full sense of responsibility, so that we 
may not be harassed in future^ . 

/egards the power re^rved to Government to give other banks the 
facility of freedom,.! am sure Government will be very cautions in 
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dlldiargiiig the duty that they have taken upon themaelves. I know 
that we will have to get the assistance of all who are in- 
ternsted in the finance of the country in extending that freedom which a 
lot of people has received. So I hope and trust that your trust will not 
be misplaced, and we will try to discharge the duty that you have 
enjoined on us to the satisfaction of all concerned. 


Then there remains just one or two points to be mentioned. My 
friends have been very greatly alarmed at the introduction of section 34 
(now 3o). If they will carefully read the section, they will find that in 
the case of old loans we have already made provision that if there has 
been any understanding between the parties 12 years before the date of 
the institution of the suit, that cannot be touched by any court. Sup- 
pose there is a oO years’ standing loan. If this is rightly interpreted, 
and every 12 years new transaction is allowed and the couH is not 
allowed to touch that transaction or reopen it, then no new 
trouble will arise. In future our monied ):>eople will not think 
that they have actually lost all the money they have in- 
vested for the last 50 yemrs. (Hear, Hear.) If my friend 

Mr. Bose would take an exception in a matter like this, I would 
ask him to read section 35 carefully. He will find that although it is 
just two or three lines, it is full of significHnce and it will really set 
right a lot of^ ditticulties which my lawyer friends have got in their 

minds. That being so, after the explanation 1 have given you, I think, 

the House will agree that nothing more than a provision of an ordinary 
nature has been embodied in the body of the Bill. I am convinced that 
if the Act is worked properly, there wiH I>e no difficulty, for any party 
wliatsoever, and 1 am sure that the courts which have been given 
authority will correctly understand the implications of every word ami 
every sentence that have been put in and rightly and properly safeguard 
the interests of all concerned. This being my reading of the situation 
and in view of the explanation that I have given, I hope the House will 
consider that nothing of a very extraordinary nature has happened 
during the last one year. You all know that 8 per cent, interest for 
secured loan and 10 per cent, for unsecured loans are not very small 
amounts for anybody to think of at this time. Of course, if^here is a 
great world war, things may change and the House will come forward 
at once to increase the rate. * 

• So, although we have settled this to be the present rate, this is not 
fio sacrosaiw^t that it cannot be changed in the future. As regards the 
rate of interest, I believe that it is absolutely fair and equitable. Then 
I must .point out one of the difficulties I have experienced in actually 
fixing the rate of compound interest. When I Was asked to^put in 
compound interest, I«was told that per cent, should be the highest 
interest that should be allowed if compound interest Was to be provided 
12 . • • 
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at all. As a buainess-man I thought that if I were tor put ia so low a 
figure as that, it luight put di^iculties in the way of the banks’ managing 
directors. At that time, the banks were not really excluded from the 
scope of the Bill. I thought that if 54 per cent, should be the highest 
rate of interest which I should allow the banks to charge, then the 
banks might find difficulties in managing their affairs. So, I said 
“no” as it would have done harm to the banks instead of doing good 
to them. In many cases I found that banks would not like to advance 
money at less than 7 per cent. Further, their loans are not for oO 
years. Their loans are generally for one year. Suppose tliey are 
allowed to charge compound interest at 54 per cent, maximum, th^n 
I think they will find difficulty in managing their affairs. Conse- 
quently, I thought that the banks would be happy if they got 8 and 1(1 
per cent, interest instead of 54 per cent, on their transactions. That 
is the explanation that I offer to you for this omission of compound 
interest. You my take it that it comes from a man of business experi- 
ence who has been working some banks for years and years. So, I 
thought it would be prudent not to fix 54 per cent, as the maximum 
rate of compound interest and thereby put difficulties in the manage- 
ment of the banks. 

Then, Sir, 1 must confess that it took us a very long time in coming 
up to this stage. I must apologise to you for (he delay, but 1 must 
tell you that after nine months of struggle — and iny friend ^ir. Curtis 
Millar has experienced trouble like that only for a day or two — I found 
that I praclically lost the last drop of my blood. My hienioglo1>in 
came down to. ^13, and I never knew that I lost all my blood. Then 
my doctor said that I must not come here even to-day and make a long 
speech. Ah my hypinoglohin is now 5(1, 1 feel I have got some blood in 
me. 


1 must .sincerely thank my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy for 
having worked fur me all these days. 1 congratulate him on the 
ability he showed in piloting halt of the Bill. I offer him my con- 
gratulations, and 1 hope that* in course of time you will find him 
occupying a most prominent place in Bengal and in this House. I wish 
him a bright future. I must at the same time thank the ditteient 
groups of this House for the patiencf and trouble that they all took in 
seeing the Bill through. 1 may tell you this much, that I still believe 
that it is not a Bill of such a drastic nature that really speaking it would 
create di%‘ulties in the country. I know that if it can be^ proved by 
anybody that this Bill is really doing harm Government and everybody 
are on the alert, and I do not believe that there will be any difficulty 
to brii|g the subject back ^iin and thrash it out. So 1 appeal to you' 
to take it in the best spirit and work it instead of writing in the press * 
that something 'k^rong has been done, * 
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; Hr. SPEAKER: In the present state of your health, I think you 
flhbltld not make a very lonp speech. 


• Tlw Hon’Me Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurl 

I most beg of you to excuse me for all my shortcomings during the last 
one year. With these words I resitnie my seat. 


Ufa DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Hill has 
been in the de jure charge of the Hou’ble Nawah Mnsharruff Hossaiu 
and the de facto char^-e of the Hon’hle Mr. Siihrawardy, both of whom 
have been lawyers, and I doubt not that the lej^al profession will very 
much congratulate these two Hon ble Minister.** for having got this Hill 
passed by this liCgislature ; because if there is anything certain as a 
result of this Hill, it is that there will he u (Top of litigation and a 
good income to nieniliers of the legal profession (Dr. Namnak.sha 
Sanyal: They are starving now) not only in the mufassal but also in 
the city of Calcutta and in the Appellate Side of tlie High Court and 
perhaps also to some lawyers practi'^ing in the Privy Council in 
Ixmdon. Of that result I have not the slightest doubt, but when we 
came to the actual provisions ol tlu* Hill, there are certain very danger- 
ous principles which we have einlMHlied in it; I feel thankful to the 
Uon’ble Ministers for having e.\cluded the schtMluled hanks and the 
commercial loans, but at the same time we have got to remember that, 
there have Wn some veiy dangerous principles accepted in this Hill 
which we are just going to pass. The first dang^erous firinciple that- I 
shall mention, Sir, is the retrospective eft‘e<t given in this Hill. It is 
against all accepted maxims of juiisprudence and la\y. When a 
Ijegislature passes any measure, it .should tak(* care to see that it does 
not upset settled contracts under the law that has been validly in fnice 
and in obedience to which people have dcliherafely and voluntarily made 
engagements which thev have solemnly undertaken to fulfil. Can it he 
contended by the Hon’lilc Ministers that that prim iple has not been 
violently swept away by this HilC:" The Monev-len(iers Act of 
which has been in operation and will continue to la* in operation till 
this Act comes into force pre.scribed certain standurd.s by which the 
dealings of the money-lenders with the borrowers would be regulated. 
A large number of transa< tions, innumerable to count in this province, 
have been entered into under thii# law. Almost all of them will be 
swept away by the jirovisions of this Hill and iMitb ienders and borrowers 
wilj not know' where they u( tually stand as a result of this Bill. Not 
only have the rates of interest been reduced with retrospective effect 
ae regards Ae arrears, but also interest which has b(,*en paid will Iw' re- 
opened in spite of the fa(H that the interest which has been realised may 
have been spent away in the maintenance ft ^he family or in paj inent 
of income-tax, super-tax, etc. All fthose accounts will be reopened by 
the Court not because the debtor wants it, but because the law enfontee 
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it on the Court to do so. Sir, if this is not dangerous and hard on the 
money-lender who came to the rescue of the borrower at the time of 
need, I cannot understand what greater hardship could be inflicted on . 
the money-lender. 

Then, Sir, I would refer to another important feature of the Bill. 
The Civil Procedure Code has laid down very good safeguards against 
the execution of decree by the arrest of the judgment-debtor, but we 
have gone beyond that. In the new clause 36, it is stated that no Court 
shall order execution of a decree passed in any sijit to which this Act 
applies by arrest or detention in prison of the judgment-debtor. I can 
conceive of cases when I imagine that transactions may be done in res- 
pect of persons who do not belong to this province but come from other 
provin(;e8 and who have properties outside this province, and it will not 
be possible for the decree-holder to proceed against the judgment-debtor 
in respect of his properties in other provinces, and the only remedy 

owing to the trouble and expenditure involved (Laughter from the 

Coalition Benches.) Sir, it may be very easy for my friends in this 
House to laugh at that position. But tho.se who have done business 
with people (coming from other provinces, know tully well that de(?ree- 
holders in this province cannot easily go to courts in far ofl provinces 
to execute their decrees against properties belonging to the judgment- 
debtor. The only relief, the only practical relief — 1 am not thinking 
of the theoretical, legal relief — the only practical relief for the decree- 
holder was to threaten the judgment-debtor that he would be sent to 
prison because be <»wns properties elsewhere and does not utilise rhem 
for paying the amount of the 'decree. That relief has been taken away 
from the decree-holder — a relief. Sir, which, in certain cases, was con- 
sidered to be very valuable. 

Then, Sir, if we refer to other features of the Bill, c.//., the new 
clause 24, as regards the language in whicli compulsorily the lK)ok8 of 
account must be kept, I submit that in the case of many traders, 
industrialists and other merchants in this province, it will operate very 
harshly. It is not simply thb man who is engaged to keep the books 
of accoupt in a certain language that is concerned, but it must be con- 
ceded by the Government and those that have supported this measure 
that it is not simply the writing di the books of account that is con- 
cerned but the main \hing to look into it is, who is to check the books of 
account to see that they are properly kept and that the men who«.are 
entrusted, with the management of the business do not con^mit defalca^ 
tion?^ It has been said, I am told, I was not present on that occasion, 
that unless a restriction was placed upon the language, the people . 
comi^ from other provipo4% would not engage people of this province 
in employment; and, secondly, that the court ^ would not understand 
other language inf which the hooks of account may be kept. Sir, why 
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dHWld we think of the court alone when the matter involved is the carry. 
big on of business, the accounts of which must be checked by the pro- 
prietor himself, if he has to see that defalcations are not committed in 
the carrying on of his business? Sir, if the proprietors know one 
language only, it is not possible lor them to check the btmks of acc(»unt 
kept in other languages, whether it he Bengali or English. Sir, 1 could 
understand if at least twenty years ago free and compulsory edutatlun 
hatl been introduced in tliis province, as cveryWly living here to-day 
would have Leen bound to study either Bengali or English. But, Sir, 
under the previous ^ioverninents, although agitation was long carried 
on, free and compulsory education was not introduced in this province, 
and we must take into account the results of that failure of the previous 
Governments in introducing fre(‘ anti compulsory edut ation. That not 
having been done, Sir, we iinist keep patience for some years if educa- 
tion is to he made coiiipulsorv. free and univcr.sal. Then and then 
only could we claim that t*verv l>ers()n who carries (»n husiness in this 

province must know t'ithei Bengali or Knglish il he is carrying on 

business here. It is not until tht'n tliat we can exjx'ct everv proprietor 

of husiness to check IiIn acctmnts either in Bt*ngaili or iit English only 

and not in any other language. I would further >uhmit, Sir, that there 
w'ould have been less opposition to clause 1*4 (t*) by which statements 
are to he entered in Bengali or in English. So fur us that is concerned, 
the requirements of that clause would he amply met by engaging a 
clerk who knew eitlier Bengali or English, and all statements could 
eas^y l>e delivered in either of those languages, hut, Sir, when the 
principle is further extended to the keeping of the original hooks of 
accounts in certain specified languages, if l>e<*omcs difficult for a large 
number of proprietors to see that hooks arc regularly and correctly kept 
and to be able to swear in courts that they can dejjose to their ow’ii 
knowledge that the hooks have been regularly and correctly kejit. 

Sir, I have dealt with this section at soine length, because it doe» 
involve complications and difticultie.s which, we tear, have not l>#en 
properly realised. 

Sir, the Iloirble Judicial Minister Hi moving the third reading of 
this Bill has preached contentment. There are so many difj^culties in 
the way of the money-lenders who are going to lend money in future. 
Tliey w’ill say whether they will ^eiid or not, hut the difficulties will 
comprise past transactions. It is very easy to* preach contentment, 
h\4, I may repeat the poet’s lines; — 

, “The toad lieneath the harrow knows 
Exactly where each pinprick goes; 

, The butterfly on the road 

Preaches contentment to tbe%%d.’* 

(The Hon’ble Mr. fi. 8. StthkawardV : Who the butterfly?) 
(Laughter. ) 
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Mr. 8YEO AHMED KHAN: ww an 8i6 

^ 5Rar*cnc»Rr 5ni to’ crow 

fPnTimc«R[ fv ?T 5CPrt 5cre?n' ^rnn cHfw« ^ W«nrt* 

fsTO, tot f'nm nscn a>TO 

aspiT ^ fw ei’w<(nra w«rnff to' in 

^fgwn^ T Ngf^Tn * i T^ ^ in ^ i 4^t«rr#iiw 

•wr, funm ^ c^siRT 5t?T ^F?r*nT?*tim 5m \ otn 

nf tT mm m\^m mcim ?7r ^ ?f?nr are 

fro OTTift m. wta zaare ait ^\ ^ r*re 

fuSMaare ton wri i5^*n sirtoiTOi to annr 

torre art I ii^ toc?^ «iTtor*OT to, snrsnl to* 2 R to ^ ator «wrflr5[fwo:«w 
toaa tot ^ 5iai TOa afare ^nror cat ^ ?n a^aran tore' arm, 

arm; caifi^PTtis arm, tmataare arm, m-«iaTiato arm a^ toj 
»fit «(Ttca? araca cirt aa art i 

am, ca caa-^iamttre arrea lua arsTT^rca ®ni5i cacaa aa afaa yaa 
gRararaa aare faaa-a*af5j arar atar faara. aarwa, ®rraTca « aiari? ®mca enaa atre 
faaT’S taiint^ atreca caa snsTiFra^ caa-^famt^ arrmn^ aa'rre tScara^ara 
canaro acaiRia , a^are am, aaram. ato. ato, afacato fm-arer a*a*tarea1 
at arrtcaa cnaca ar ^nfaar a^a fanraareJirera ato ataaimr i 

Mr. SPEAKER: We are sitting in the As^einhly from the 15th 
Fehniurv last. Let xis to-day at least conduct our proceedings in an 
atmosphere of such a character that all are agreed that this is a legfwla- 
tion intended to do good t(» the province as a whole. On this occasion, 
may I appeal 'to all sections of the House that to-da> at least they should 
have the background of village-men and not as meml)er^ of the respec- 
tive parties!^ 1 hope honourable memher.s will kindly realise that this 
is an occasion on which they are enacting a legislation. Whether it 
will prove to he good or bad, it is for posterity to judge, but we hope 
tl^t it will be for the best. I hope that in that spirit speeches will be 
delivered. 

1 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: 5Tm. ®[re Jiirere rerer f^re tow 
n wr gir fy i cTO mx ^ m c^ TOiire 

Rc*n nitre ?ren wm ^ tomi cre*n SRnrimn « cnnnmnn nr nrtir 

nf?nT ^irtrecf I *mT irtre ^trerem ®TTn^ <9iro iwnm ^ 

tot «iTnn Jm tri^o^ ijm n^t cn mm ^Ftor to ^tir 

^iTm SHiw •nffii •tri ^ 

nm. nrcn nrtnr nn^? nrem nn af^ oo^ 5m $ nto^ 

m af^ 00 ,^ 5m toi cRirnr nm to, cni w 

^ lo^ 5m « n,^ni«^ a 5m cm toi ftrere ant crtri jpncm« nm. cnt newt Kit 
wn ow nn nr^ toi iFto fi v nn nnmm 5m*toren ent 5m 
nto ¥tom ott ntc^ ennr nri cnrei to nn nTc55 5m njnr toTo ^6i 
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cUft ORTt ^rRw? «n[i»w{[ •trwi c»# ou «nt mr wmn 
T#T*^to *WT?R fro c’tcsit !tf^ cnn’im 8TfT toit 
m\ ^ a^ *rTf=OT^ f^a ^ oi. WRJir fffm toui 

mtst TOt ff«ii w? 5^ w. ^ 5 tnrawT ^ir 5TTi>m nTtiw acn 
atR WT-TiiHT ^ 5^ KTO ^ TO«t 5TJfT?a a«R 9Kmi «rfnnt i wm, 

CKC?. » 2 ft, *(;;a[ nf^wT?:^ fro *m:? ott?t a p^ ro ^ <nt:t 5 j^r nttir 
atocf I ^ffm mrm to: a^ ^ffw w ^ c«»Mto 

^ ^\ a?RT? ^®n? 

9 ^ TOfl *T^ TO %[\^'I^T81 TOF^ «(Trfl ^^TO *ntTOPOT (7!t TO 

•^<C5l fH<l4 ?TWT 1 a fJP‘TO['TO^ ^^-TOT TOlTO®rTVf*V 

a^ T^a CHC**( ablao 5ttra ^^4 i&*(H(^(^*iC4 mm!T< c®(s?t rtr^i 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN. On a [xiiut uf order, Sir. The honourable 
member is again using the words “treacherous and shameless,*’ with 
regard to the Ministry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I did not hear it. Maulvi Sahib, may 1 usk you 
once again not to make any reflection like that^" Please s|s*ak on the 
Pill. You must withdiaw the word 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tt is silly. Why shouhl h<* with- 
draw it ? ITp has not referred to any purtieuliir Minister. 

“Mr. 8PEAKER: Th at ih not t(»r you to »ieci<le. I have ulreuily asked 
him to withdraw it. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: mt ^ ctotIw «pit;:tov a^ 

tot^ 4fw «nTO c'liaiv to«to tTRa»n^ ^ toto toI alfw w a 
to sHto ^ a4TO TO«t a^ ctfi? f^tro caro 

a5?t cTOTO Cairo srr^t ^ 

^?n^c^ ^ i 

>i;4^ca c^ a^ ^rSro cto? tototo^ «?tto at TTrfW to 

tora TOT ac4TO? to to a^ tor stoca firo? to a;c^ a«T a to* 

• 

TOTO <1TOT 4TOI 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mozammel Hut], will ^ou be able to finish 
your speech in ti or 7 minutes? 

Maulvi* MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: 1 will take at least 10 
minutes to fini.sh my speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: flPhere are just 10 miuuus left before we adjourn 
lor the prayer. So will you just finish your speech within 10 minutes? 
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Mtttivi ItyHAMliAO MOZAMMEL HUQs ’wngvr 

Money-lenders Bill ai mm m fist. CT 

stun iftjnt *tf ilcv stnc *ti^ snl^ wvf' sttircn ci >ti iwi 

ICICI, STOIT lit WC¥ CfTI Tfsf R •nfSIt flf® Cl StStl^I SIIIW dSIT IC«I. C^ 
mTK wr IT ificst wen nwiwi Sm iiwifsTO e Sm 

cirwi swiw e niw cnc^ irwi ent srt nrfi mw^^ i^vra^r w ificv 
(ritij^'cifi I tfo\c*< aiffn m*wfnw wtstw wnwncii stm^ eircn wt^rhI 
nim icstficsR — utit nsrri icnficsR ci lu^cn wit f^Pi; fw; nw wiir 
ICICI a^R nrnfsTO nrini cstnwii iwn inn nti nfiw*j4 ¥it icici, wt 
film* irrwF. fnf^^sQSs itrs^ ai^ cmtl^nl®* irrw si^fcc^ tiwir al ficsti 
cic^ m ticifi ai^ stwii ilir ifmfii Maulvi Abdul 

Wahed Bokainaiabi : sntl «iwwl stntl H'HTH' sttfll) ^ miMjfsi StlHICHI 
cimfsTO nifU'i cwiwi ai^ im^wi fn^^i a^ cinroi « ^m^Hi itmwi 
IC^ tin afuiw vflC^l Itwi W IW al CI stwir Scheduled Bank, 
film' imwF aijiTut^ fnen^ efifl>c5 in finfim ^ \ irmfn" nen wt stror 
WlWm fUCW* ITTsy, Scheduled ITPi^ S Notified Bank ifl 

urtcm iWT iwr m, OT’icst awcni Banking business wn ncsn 
uw cici pneu nnw u ait ermu awem *nrr «nwn icii stfi^. mti stnurol 
fmrci Br*m itwtwie ai<>T swirfi enm irci i aJr im ctwrir i;4;8ni, wtl itwu 
al mtwi itfiin enm iw ficifi i cir^RWn fum nf*OTi al 
nf^ n*WTr ijfUTi *tu fnir e if’w urci fi^? nTf^ca fifi ^[titwi 
I5f swtWwi Stf ificu fH'tfil nrinl ilcur iri 

mm n^i'ii^ nr in a^wem itCi’i mr icncn ci, cm^, irf^ i^ i^ 
afu^R w, — fism* iTT»a, fnfi^is; fUrwF, irwi in fici stwir wem stfi^ ?Fcifi i 
(A Membeb from the Pboja Group : in siliT ITW f^?) iw aifr 
irw i^ aari ( Dr. Naunaksha Sanyal : CHI iw iwn?) in’, cn^ 
iwic^ iwn icst f¥^, i^ nw^F iw itni icni cm^ shut cirt? aitr, fi^i aifT 
CURT «iT iw aim cni ititl iw aittwi im cin mm urn iw^ 
nw^iTfni HI ewi iTciT fii; ifar wint an n — , mfi eir ci^^ ifst wi. 
Hfi eiT i*!rt I'^Sisnc’i nrfi mrir wnutim *nflrtv «nti fur tnwRi iwi icir 
awi iw airr fn ari^ciiWH ymrti,vw$it i c^ft^ct^ nj nfnr mwi, fcfi 
‘ icsR nr iw aim fafi icncH— tstwir ajn in nawr 5m aw ^ 5m 
afnrfii dJr wen nca 13 wwai am icicii cntir fafi aju iw naair 
0 ^ « 811 - 5m anw irt ntcnm am ficitoRi ca atcnwi am n iiti 
fa «5 arfi area ifacafi at aaw i t m t a l afnr— -at aaw cam fur wnca 
cam aw cinl fn 5 faci iri awi w i in mm fa wm atci af a ataw m 
mw i^awR nan carlr ^rwr fur aaair 5m \m aw 5m ipt arair iw 
iri aw afwi nli aarnt— irwi fatr irt — ital nt — siacai arwi afia nt — 
acn afi sn afnt aw, ariwr aaiw itcli m ir art tartly nr aaa fair an 
m fa^ fta itt— afiircai aai*a»vf*fia1t afnr, nair a, is,, 5m aji sm 
anr nrw— a i tann anew ; ainTwa 5m wmt fiw.aft: w fa aai awr 
arofaa nca at afiiwrf wpd, « famTta aar iwr am, atuMt fiaicca 
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a&T w ott rifv ^ to fiij sw, •iili 
cwrt iqw w«fr TO*fe to tot w wro nrot at^fro n t rw tt n wc^ 

. fro ^ ^ aro «w «iT*WT "TTOtr to Ox « eii. TOr vro cs^ 

TOtonc—f^, cTOTtiTO nrt^ tmfrwr toI tot toI ictot, 

?n* TO TOTO TO? TO?rr TOT?) a >TfTO TO. »W 

TO CTOTl 

TO?tr m-sm, toTO toI; ^rsm « to?t toI^ srarr toI to cv» 
TO ^lu TO TO aro «w to cto? cto to to 

TO-scRTO tTTfa ^ <nl1> !R?rT-*wn, to ^ 

t^niir«i“H arl^ trrt!> a sr cro? cro to to«j^ ^jroi c^ft to 

«[rf«i TOTTO TO>a^ TO^^tTO TO nfTOT? fro w TOm TOnr fro to 
^TOra *(Tf?tOT; Jn’i TOTfro^ eii'w^in^ t^^iiu i (Mr. Shamsitddin 
Ahmed : TO TO CTOTO i) totto c to w*w 1 mro TOCf=^ 

“*ralTOt *?f>v5C^ TO C^OT CTTOl a^ CTOTfro CTOTO 5TVT fTTO 

fTTO TO?rr TOJTI” aw?I Sro «rrf»r no-confidenee motion ^ itoITO 

«ITOTO 2PTO TO?[T TOtm. ^ TOT TOTTO TO-3WT ZHM 

CTTO TOf^, ^«R TOTT CTOTfSTO nitT^ CTOTO? CBTr5? TO 5TT df^ 
TOClT^l — ^ (JT^ TO C^ CTOf^TTO fTOJ CRITIC. W;« CTOTf«TO 

a^Ui fR — aT*tTd5 *rrnR i 

(Tries of “withdraw”, “withdraw” from the Con^reHs Henches.) 


Mr. JOGE8H GHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, uo niemWr ran imsaibly 
east any aaiiersion on the Tong^resw Part.t. If he hun ^ot.any materials, 
he ran easily place them before you and they I'ciuld l>e considered by 
the Privileg-es ('oinmittee. Sir, he is abusinjj the right of speech here 
in trying to level some charges against the Tongress Party which he 
himself know's are quite unfounded and malicious. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If he had menticmed the name of any party, I would 
have imme<liately stopped him • 

(Cries of “he has, he has” from the Tongress Benches.^) 

MmiIvi MOHAMMED MQZAMMEL HUQ: Bir, TOff TO- 

WTO TOW »t;;"rtt5*r ttro to, a^r T^f toti? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. What I will* do is that I will see 
the tra^smpi copy of the speech and afterwards if any action is to be 
taken I will do the same. * ' ^ 

Mauhri Sahib', I hope yon "will iaot any more digress from the real 
•object^amiter of tbe third reading: 
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Btbu NARENDRA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY: 

*nt? W IPTOT ^ «RT 


[27th Jims. 
Sir, With 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAB: Sir, he has used the words 
fTOl JnT TkcIC^” I He has got no business to say like that. 


Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I know if you will 
administer the same admonition to the other side as you guve to this 
side y . 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that I will see the transcript 
copy of the s[>eet h and then decide wdiat action to take. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: 1 want to see what de(‘ision you are 
going to make. 


Mr. SPEAKER: ]>r. Sanyal, 1 consider this a reflection on the (Jhair 
and I would have to consider whether I should ask you immediately to 
leave the Chamber. You have said to the Speaker that you want to 
see what decision he is going to make. I am astounded. I have kept 
my patience so long and I think the time has come wlien you deserve 
Bomething much more than wdiat I have been giving to you so long. 
I feel, no House, no Legislature, can function if there is any dwoct 
or indirect attack on the Speaker. I would ask you and the Leader 
of your group .to see if the remarks which you have made are not a reflec- 
tion on the Chair. T will not say anything more for the time being. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I certainly did not make any reflec- 
tion on the Chair. But certainly I have a right to know whether you 
are going to adininiHfer the same admonition to the other side as you 
did on thi« side. 


Mr. SPEAKER : T may tell you that I consider this to be a reflec- 
tion on the Chair. 


Mauivi MOHAMMED MOZAMMEL HUQ: CK mm arat 

wm ffurr TsrctsTf , to aSr to, to. 

TOTTO w, iT?or — wtUT aTO anrcf — ito tot toi 

ciTO atat •twi afai at «titwi tot 

ttr fw — 

H TT ^ r ynil ^ wro a ^ tro 

tni; ’rfe nrro ^ to, 5rar irt cto to toi 
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TO ^ I ®5*r TO!(, ^ *rWT?, OT rc«c 5 t^ 

4t^W — ^FTTRT 2[TO*( ^TWl BITOT <5T^ — fTO*T WHF i Tf lll 

money-lending (^ \cn« ^H<i«) ^TOT5 5RT aCTO aCTO^T, ^TTIT TOR RKV 
aCTOI, TOTR 5^ FTTO TOT 5TTO ^TWI « (JTJFT nHJIT fTO ^TTO, CTTTO 
^51T CTO «tTW? 5RT Wm «R^II ST WhC^ WT a^ TO ggff w TO 

Behar is tor the Beliaries, Punjub tor the ruiijahis. WT Bengal 
is for the Bengalis ^ ^ a«Ra iSTTO iJTW •TTSff ^ sfTin TOOVW 
«TOT^ — 7TTO TOI I frotlTO ®TOT a^ BiTO fTOft. 

3?R otto ^ COTTO, iSXTO <laCbU BTTOTOT «TR=TTTO alBn” JTO«T. Slft> ^ 

nf?5R 3^ r>;r to a^s 5T€^ to cwr R^r Rg cro to to, Rr? btrtto 
TOT^ a^ Rto CTO Rc? Jror? stRt b^Rot Rto « cto?[ S w t i 


^RTTl BTIMTCW^ TO CTO tlR BTTOR OT^f'C^T TOTTO CTOB CTO ' CH^t R §TR 

bTiotto •ttR c^ to3^ toot Rroit ^^ototi ot?srt toot ?ott 1 «atf i btrotto 

CTO OTTOTO «TOH TOOT aOT C^ OTOTOT TOOT TOTt OTt OTl 


Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Speaker, is m\ frieioi entitled to east any 
reflection on an.\ eoninninit\ *r 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think it is a reflection oti any ('oiiununity 
to say that if .some jieople find conditions m Bengal to lie not 
satisfactorN , the\ may leave it He did not mention any names. 

«»Mr. I. D. JALAN: Yes. Sir. lie di«i ; he mentnoied Muruaris. Are 
we to liave provincialism in this A^^einhl\ !" 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is very diflieiih unless the meinheiN keep pin- 
drop .silence to hear every word correctly. As a matter ol fact, if the 
members will not kindly refrain from casting any reflection upon any 
community, all the eliects of legislation will he wasted. Y’ou muat 
work in a spirit which is good for the country. I hojM? the inemDera 
will kindly realise this. I have not li^en able to fidiow what he has 
said, but in case I find that lie has made au> reflection on any com-« 
munity I would see that he witlolraws it. 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ:. ^ir, TOT? vcotf iRV 4l«nR 

C^BCl ROTW, TOR RTO CTO?t *tlHIC4 *R1 CTO^l 

Mr^ SPEAKER • I am afraid you indulged in such a digression that 
you brought upon yourself unpleasant cfit^ism.s. I have to Jnish it 
to-day. In any cas% the House siands acljourneil for 15 minutes. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for f5 minutes.) 
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After adjournment, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Huq, I hope you will finish your speech soon. * 

Mauivi MOHAMMED MOZAMMEL HUQ: ^ 

a2 Money-lenders Bill BTw HTOtr «ir5r nm ^*f?nrr aUr TO 
^ TO aUr asrr aw anir tot? ?ti? to? 

cfTO f?c?cf. CTTO an ar? to? to. tot f?;*?m cro ?*n>;TO nT?;r?i totto 
?T?-5rarTTO ^TOTT ?f? TO CTO? TO?? Sn?T? CTO TOT ?f? 5T2TO, 
TOT ?tW. TOT TOTTO nC?n TOT fTO ?I?U8 f?W[5T ^ *^5 nw TO CTO mC? TOT?^ 

?T?arr ??^c^i tot?t ^ narro. cn^ to? fn?? bit^hh" <rr hic? 4 ?T8i?Tct? 
— a^ acnroT? cnn? c? tot ?c? fro to?t acroal? na na (>t?t ? 5 ? 
a?T7?Tf?l fanj, art? Twvim ?f?— amendment a? n? amendment fnc? 
a*R f? w? csIto^ n^cnT*R spto ^am? ?c? tot?t a^ awn^far toc?? f??- 
n^^fnc? afOTZTT? ^iT'jc? sjcnTro?? ?tcan « f?? Division a? n? 

Division call ?C? TOTC?? ’TO C?? ?T^I TO TOlt TOC 

afroci? f??T C? Assembly ? Session C? TOT ??T TOC?? a ?aT? f?5T? 

??;c? c?? aro ws ^ ??5n ?Ta-a5CT to tot c? &r?Tn;Ttir frocf?, ?f? cr ?t fro?, 
TOCcne aaar ?ai ??t cnra? ?ttbi f?c?c?T 6 ?n? cn 5i?i? §th f?c? asm ?c? c?cnc??, 
an? TO ?r?-2[TOca? (>t?t n?ci5? ?nT ctot cnrar nr? f?? a?T to? n;f??T ?t?1i 
a awe area? e awe arc?? i a?t n^f??T arec ?c?? i cn^t a?T c?cn? ??^ cnTC’rt 
an? ac?? iM? cacncfi tot? ?Tn*®5CT na^rn jnsrr-fnCbnnr? to ^T??i 
?T ?t?cTO?, bT naent c?TncTO?i c?cn? ???1 cTOri 2rarr-???le TOTtii an^ 
TO?T ?n? ®9CTC?? Snare?? ^ a5 nroc?*! aTt?5r acnTMa^ce 
at?TO, ?rT?T cm? nrta nrfa amendment a? Sn? amendment 
f??T a? ar?? nrn ?^cb ?acH? c? af©?*?a^ at??TCf?, tot ain?i?i n?Tt 
cnfniTCf? I c?w? afa to?? ??c?? a?7T ab ?\?i? ?t ain?T?i a nnVa 
c?tn?Tc??i an? c?cn? cara t?5T? at?c? sieii? h?h" 1 anror? atesen? cara. 
TO'jracT? ?a. ?T aT??i ? ?n? at aTt?5T 4m'a?l to c?cn ?rc?, an? c?n?w7 ?a^ 
nT?;c? araa sbct-???^ car?; ?a? ^natnre? art? cronar? arnrne nTniaTt — at 
?TORt art? nrn af??T f??T ar??T tot afnar?, totw c?cn? carca?. f?cn? aT??r aw 
' n*a?ri?? aarc?? ??na nrtna ntc? ant TOrnr \?m'i? nrnr ^tanr tnrjrtw nrtnen \ 
aa ara nc? t?cn? amr?? w'nrnTncn? n^ aanrwr amr? \nT?b nt?T 5Tiwi 

Mr. ABDUR RAHfMAN SIDDIQi: Mr. Speaker. Sir, before 1 take 
up the main subject of to-day, one or two misunderstandings on tke 
part of the honourable meml)er for the Indian Chamber of Commerce 
should, I .think, be put to rest. I would draw his attention to the fact 
that there is room for a difference of opinion regarding the position 
of a judgment-debtor. Therq^ are buyers and jurists who believe that 
for a er;il wrong, partic^lafrly when it i?^ in connection with a loan, thn 
man should not lose his civil liberties altogether. He also waxed 
el<K]uent on the language question. It is unfortunate that he was so 
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^^ided in his. criticism. Had he taken into consideration another 
Imldamental principle of jurisprudence*~the utilitarian theory of law 
of the greatest good of the greatest number, then, for the province of 
Bengal I think, he, too, would hove i‘e(*ommende<l Bengali as the htisis 
of transactions and account-keeping within the purview of this piwe 
of legislation. English has to be introduced, but I think the minori- 
ties in Bengal, who use a language which is not the language of the 
province, must accept Bengali. Further, Sir, we are out to protect 
the bt^iTOwer; we are out to see that he is not torn to pieces hy these 
vultures, the money-lenders. If that is so, then it is he wlio has to be 
protected. I^et the money-lender engage a translator; let the money- 
lender write two sets of accounts; let the money-lender spend some 
extra money; hut let us give protection to the borrower, partictilarly, 


in the rural areas. 


This piece of legislation has a history l)ehind it. If we go hack to 
what has been done in Bengal in the recent past, we have reason to be 
grateful to the Hon’ble Minister for Home .\ffuirs who through great 
personal effort and industry- brought to this province the lH>on of the 
Agricultural Debtors’ Act for the redemption of rural indebtedness 
which it is now admitted on all hands has IxM-omc a curse to India. 
The intentions of the sponsors and supporters of this Bill, Sir, arc to 
create through its operation a revolution in the economic outlook, in 
the social structure of Bengal. That l>eing our ambition, I do not eee 
how we can iK)Ssihly arrest our progress or hesitate in our step forward 
day to day to widen the scojx? of the relief to he brought to the 
peasant and to proteit the huge majority of agriculturists against the 
rajKiicious activities of a minority suMi as tin* money-lending class. 
Here, again, Sir, the greatest good of the greatest niiniWr should he 
our guide. The second Act in Bengal was the Tsurious 1/ouns Act of 
1918. 


Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; That is an All-India Act. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8ID0IQI»lt is also applicable to Beogiil. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you please ask bim not to interrupt me I' * 

Mr< SPEAKERS Dr Sanyal,# please do not interrupt. 

• 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQIt We are all liable to make mis- 
ses. 1 am not utterly infallible like the honourable and learne<i 
doctor, S!r. I may make mistakes which I hope he will kindly over- 
look and correct me outside the House. 

The Banking Enquiry Comraitfbe haa hjld us, Sir, that the ap^i- 
eatioB of this Act, so far as this province was concerned, had failed 
miserably. It brought no relief to the borrowers. After this came 
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the Bengal Money-lenders Act of 1933, sponsored ai^d placed on tlie 
statute book, by you Sir. This, too, has not given up the relief which 
we sought. The result of the enactment of the Agricultural Debtors 
Act, Sir, was that within one year the total amounts involved in 
voluntary settlements reached the huge figure of Rs. 30 crores, while 
the average of voluntary settlements in wiping away principal 
and interest actually come to were nearly 50 per cent. This alone 
should be sufficient encouragement 1o the promoters of this Bill to go 
ahead. I shall not detain the House, Sir, bv describing in detail the 
Money-Lenders’ Act which brought dow’u the rate of interest on mort- 
gages to 15 per c‘ent. and on simple debts to 25 while* comix)und interest 
was to Ik* calculated with rests of six months. All money-lending con- 
tracts repugnant to these rates were declared unconscionable. The 
debtor could also demand an acmiiit from the lender, and he was given 
the right to dei) 08 it money in the court. These were good in their 
own way, Sir, but the financial blight and the trade depression of 1927 
and 1935 brought the [wrices of agricultural produce to the lowest possi- 
ble limits and created a most baffling situation. The po^xr peasant was 
hit most cruelly. His back was broken. Something had to he done to 
save him. Even the elements took part in his undoing. Floods ruined 
the remaining chances of the “Man behind the plough’', as you have 
called him in your Ixiok, Sir. The jK)sition became hopeless and despe- 
rate, and desperate situations demand desperate remedies. Under the 
new Constitution it is now within the jmwer of this House to go a bit 
further than in the past. I am glad to notice. Sir, that the Govern- 
ment has not neglected the opportunity so placed before it. TKs 
Bill, Sir, is in the nature of a dpastic remedy, but T hope it is only the 
beginning. The Cabinet is deserving of congratulation on the i>atience, 
perseverence and |>ersistence they have shown in piloting it through 
the House. The Hon’ble Minister in charge and his understudy, the 
Hoii’ble Minister for Labour and Commerce, have done their duty by 
the i)easant of Bengal. They have shown courage and determination 
which make us grateful to them. It has taken months in the Select 
C^oniniittee and it has taken perhaps the longest session of any I^cgis- 
lature in India to bring us to t.he happy consummation to-day. In 
•Spite of the plethora of amendments, some good and some bad, we have 
waded tbro\igh the many clauses and sections of the Bill safely. We 
have now reached the culminating pofnt. Criticism has been levelled 
against the clauses which give power in the present Bill to deal with 
past debts. If justification were needed for retrospective effect, J 
repeat. Sir, that the undoing, the ruin, the devastation of the peasant 
consequent Aipon the financial crisis and the disturbance of the whole 
structural basis of trade and commerce followed by floods are enough 
and suffleient reasons to justify our decision on this point. 

The ^iew that I tnkejof money-lending is that^if 1 were a money- 
lender, Sir, I ^ould dkeep the borrower alive. If he is mined, if he . 
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d^ppears, then my money also disappears. In snch circumstances^ 
Sir, I should facilitate things for him and get my payments back. I 
would reduce the rate of interest and I would give him such facilities as 
.would allow him to exist and cany on his port of the contract. In place of 
insecurity and uncertainty, the creditor will now find safety. The- 
Bill) Sir, is likely to prove a blessing to the borrower as well as the 
lender. The moderate rate of interest of 8 and 10 per cent, has l>ee» 
questioned. With Government paper and gilt-edged securities at 
3 to 3i per cent., frivolous ameudineiits, suggesting rates of interest 
of 2 and 4 per cent, were moved and even pressed to a division. That 
makes one doubtful: Sir, of the reality of the sentiment behind the 
mind of the so-called well-wisher of the Krishak and the Proja. 
Political capital should be made when possible, but not at the expense 
of the peasant. This frame of mind does not show a true coueeptiou 
of the realities of the situation. Any and every stick should not be 
good enough to beat the Government with, particularly when the 
interest of the preasant and the agri<-ulturist in Bengal is our goal 
and common ideal. The result of the Bill we are enacting into law 
to-day, Sir, will be the saving of millions to the province and bringing 
some peace of mind to the peasants. One would have expet’ted, Sir, 
that all parties in this House would have made every effort to do this 
joint service to tlie peasants. This real const riictive piece of legislation 
demanded united action fiom u^. but unfortunately the whole burden 
of piloting and supposing it has fallen on this side of the House. I 
am inclined to the view, Sir, that any danger to or any disturbance 
of^ie commercial and general economic life of the province is thus 
eliminated. After days of negotiations behind the .scenes, commercial 
transactions were excluded from the operation of the Bill,* Suggestions 
and amendments were pressed upon the Goveinment. Left to our- 
selves, we would perhaps have gone forward with the Bill as it was 
originally jiroposed. but the volume of opposition was so strong that 
there was no alternative left to us but to a<-comm()date it. Besides^ 
the view’ that this piece of legislation, is likely to disturb urban ^or 
semi-urban life where the j)etty money-lender may not alw’uys deal with 
the peasant, does not ne<es.sai ily vitiate^ the muin purpo^e of the Bill. 

It wa.H most .surprising to see that when the (livisi<»n came the party « 
that was mo.st anxious and presistent behind the scenes, abstatned fromr 
voting. ^ 

Sir, I shall not attribute motives. I .shall ndt say anything more, 
bu*. is it fair, Sir, to us, to this House and to the eountry at large? 
Will this attitude lead us to our common goal? I ap|)eal to all sec- 
tions of this House to see that this piece of legislation is passed and 
is acted, upon by eveiy person in Bengal who has the service of the 
people at heart. We believe, Sir, that thil 1^11 when passed wilj prove 
a work of genuine welfare for the 7 >eople of this province. If on a 
-measure like Hiis we do not pool dur efforts together, we shall prove 
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carselves unworthy of the confidence of our people. Time ahme, Sir, 
will whether thie piece of legislation SjgQ do that amount of 

which the promoters hutend. But this side of the House is deter- 
mined further to amend the Bill as and when conditions so 
require in future. We of the Muslim League came here with promises; 
we came here with definite intentions; we came here with ambitions. 
Given time to think and given the reasonable assistance and construc- 
tive criticism, I think it should not be impossible for us to carry out 
in time all the promises we have made to the people of Bengal. We 
shall not shirk our responsibility so far as that is concerned. I admit 
there has been assistance forthcoming on minor points from every 
section of the House, but when we come to the more important aspects 
of the case we find that there is greater sympathy for the money-lendei 
than for the borrower and there, I suggest, Sir, lies the difference 
between those who talk tall and those who do the job. I cannot but 
characterise the whole of their outlook and attitude as a negative one — 
obstructive and destructive. We are satisfied, Sir, that we are on the 
right path. If the requiiements of the situation in the future so 
demand, we shall not hesitate to forge other measures. I^et me again 
appeal to honourable nienihers opposite to view this Bill with sympathy 
and give the (loveriiment a chauce to make their contribution. If 
they are found wanting, it will he time for them to denounce it. 

May I, Sir, with your permission remark that we on this side of 
the House appreciate the assistance given to us by the European mem- 
bers!^ (Laughter and cries ot “Hear, hear” from the Opposition 
Benches.) I have my differences with them, and I have not hesitated 
to express ray views openly and clearly. But if we want to go ahead 
and serve our people, then sym]>athy from every’ «juarter should be 
accepted with thankful hearts. Had the European Party decided to 
oppose this pie<'e of legislation, coupled with the negative and abstain- 
ing attitude on the Congress Opptrsition, the Bill w’ould not have 
reach-ed the statute bcK)k. 

We appreciate the patieme^^and kindly helpfulness which you, Sir. 
have extended to us all along. The consideration and courtesy that 
you have shown us are remarkable. We are grateful to you, Sir. 
(Maulvi Asr Hoss.^in Sarkar: JufA like good boys!), Through you. 
Sir, may 1 convey our giatefulness to the Secretai’y and his staff 
whose untiring labour, night and day, is responsible for this happy 
consummation to-day. We feel, Sir, that if honours have to be 
divided, we would like to share them with the permanent staff of the 
Assembly. We pay our sincere tribute to the staff of the Assembly 
Department for their energy and* efficiency. 

« 

I support the tkhrd reading of the Bill. 
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tin W. A. M. WALKER; Mr. Speaker. Sir, in risiiij? to support 
motion for the third reading: of the Benjral Money-lenders Bill, I 
do so with feelings of considerable i-elief. It is almost three months 
since we started discussions on the second reading, and I am sure all 
sections of the House will be glad that at last we have reached this 
stage. I do not propose to discuss in detail the provisions of this 
measure, as these have been very fully debuted on the floor of this 
House. 


When this Bill ^emerged from the Select Coumiittee it was so 
altered as to be almost beyond recognition, and the first reactions of 
my party were feelings of dismay at contemplation of the i<lea that 
such a measure might be placed on the Hfatute-lM)ok. Apart from the 
question of those sections which affect our own interests, we vis\iali]sed 
the almost complete stoppage of hanking fai-ilities and the sjK^edy 
destruction of credit in this province. 

\V*e immediately set to woik to see if some suptuior structure could 
not he built up out of the shattered fabric ol tlie original Bill, and in 
this we were tortunute in having a (*onsiderahle amount of support 
from otliei' quarters. 

Negotiations wliich ensueil were often lengthy and ])rotructed, hut 
I should here like to pay a tribute to those who have iKirne the burden 
of those negotiations and also to say that oin'e the position regarding 
ct^jtpin features of the Bill was fully nudized, none uere more ready 
to see sweet reason thari those who had i»erl«ip> faileil to n*alize all 
that the changes in the Select Conimit^ce porhuided. * 

The House will have observed that u ver> considerable number of 
amendments were set down in the name fd niy party, I'hev will also 
olwerve that out ot these, <)nl> two have been moved, the first for 
recommittal to the Select Committee and the second fur omission ot 
retrospective effect from the Bill. Mosl <d the amendments set <lo4i’ii 
by us were tabled in anticipation of the jM»ssihility <d scheduled banks 
and comuieicial loans being included •within the scope ot the Bill. 
When these w'ere excluded, a large iiumlier of our amendments Ijecume 
unnecessary, and in the otlier <a>e'> similar aiiieiidments were tabled by 
the Hon’ble Mr. Sulirawardy. • 

We also decided that in view ot the exclusion of scheduled and 
notified banks and commercial loans, we would not press for one or 
two of the* minor matters on which we bud set down amemlnients. 1 
think it advisable to explain this in order to make our position per- 
fectly elear. Our attitude towards, retrospective effect has already 
been stated in this House, but I should lite^o emphasize that vse fully 
realize its wisdom ie relation to a large number of usurious money* 
lending transactions of the past, and if an ameudtiieni could have 
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been drawn up to provide for these nnd to protect the sanctity of 
perfectly reasonable and legal past transactions we should have been 
only too pleased to give it our support. 

I am very glad that Mr. 8iddi(ii has been able to give a few words 
of praise to us in connection with this Bill. I do want to assure the 
House that my party is second to none in its desire to rid this pro- 
vince of the usurious money-lenders, and if this Bill when put on the 
statute-book helps to alleviate the distress of the down-trodden de^btors 
in Bengal, then our labours will not have been in vain. 

1 should like, Sir, to convey our congratulations to the Hon’lde 
Nawah Musharruff Hossain. who has the proud distinction of seeing 
his original proposals stand the test of discussion and contention, so 
that the Bill after many vicissitudes emerges much in the same form 
in which he origifially placed it before the House. Altiiough he has 
not taken much part in the lengthy discussions on the Bill, he has 
had a remarkably able lieutenant in the llon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 
Some of us in this House know what a vast amount of time, energy 
and thought he has devoted to this Bill and he desel•ve^ our pmise 
in no half-hearted manner, ills has been a herculean task and he has 
emerged from it with flying colours. 

May I say to you, Sir, that we on these benches, although some- 
times fractious at the long and protracted session, should like to con- 
gratulate you on the manuei in which you have <lealt with the^ast 
number of aiiiendments which, have been tabled on this Bill. Those of 
us who are familiar with the measure and the amendments in detail 
realise the immense amount of work which was involved in the exami- 
nation by you, Sir. and your ilepaitmeiil, oi the vast body of amend- 
ments. Nothing short ot genius coubl "have handled them as you 
have, Sii, and 1 am sure the iloust- fulls appreciates this. VN'ith the 
«jft*eption of what J might term as a little breeze this evening, the 
discussions on this Bill have been remarkably tiee Irom lancour and 
ill-feeling, and 1 h(»pe that Kiough its jiajjsage has been long and 
tedious, sve shall base no i egrets svben it is finally placed on the 
Statute riook. 

It is not by any means a perfect Bill and it may be that in 
another place finishing touches may be added wdiicli svill make for 
further improvement. As it leaves this House, however, it is, in the 
opinion oT my party, in most respects, a reasonably workable measure 
which will at least afford the harassed debtor some relief from the 
gentleman with the big sticl^. * 

« I 

With these few words I commend the Bill toMhe acceptance of the 
House. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, I agree with the 
honourable member who spoke last that we feel a sense of relief at 
the thought that discussions in c<»nnection with the Money-lenders 
Bill are nearing their end. I wish. 1 could agree with him on other 
points as well; but the attitude of his party and that of mine are so 
fundamentally different on one important question, namely, as to 
whether an invidiou.s distinction should he made between hanks and 
banks and between one credit institution and another, that I cannot 
possibly agree with hi> l)arty. 

Sir, 1 do not prtipose to inflict a long speech on his occasion. The 
attitude that I and my purt> have adoped towards his Hill has been 
one of co-operation. e havt* vvel(M»nied « ertuin provisions of the 
Bill; we have critici.sed certain other provisions — pr(»visions which W’p 
thought were rather liarsh. I do not {iropose to go into the details 
of the provisi(»ns which w'c have criticised. The amendments w’hiid) 
we pressed helore the House have iiulicated ijuite clearly 
what were nature of tliosc amendments and what were the 
points of view those amendments represented. Now, in the year 
of grai'e 19-19, no one can d(»uht the nec(‘ssity of a Hengal Money- 
lenders Hill. Such a Hill. I frankly confess, -was long overdue both 
for the relief of the (hditois from the burden of hard and uni’onscion- 
able bargains and also toj regulating mone\ -lending in the future. 
The attitude which wa* ad(»pted in this House in connection with this 
Bill* is an attitude whi» }i was consistent with our declarations in the 
ptTsT, and if I nia\ draw tin* attention of the House to one of those 
declarations which found phoa* in •our election iiyiiiifesto, that 
declaration ran in these lernis; “the (juention of indebtedne.sH K'quires 
urgent consideration ainl the formulation of a scheme including the 
declaration of a moratorium and an emiuiry into the scaling down of 
debts and the provision of cheap credit facilities by the State.” 


That declaration also brings out the difference between the (lovtg’n- 
ment and my part\ in this House, because we fr-el that merely by 
reducing the rate of intere-t, nn*nd\ ena<’ting retrosju'ctive pmvi- 
sion.s, you cann<>t give relief t(» the jioor peasants and workers of the* 
land. Sin)ultane(msl\ with thcM*. you have to make pr(»tision for 
cheap credit facilities and tliat ^an be effectively made only by the 
State. It is there that I differ. — that we of the rhmgre.ss Party differ, — 
from the Government. In order to make a Hill like the Money-lenders 
Bill useful, in order that it might reduce the burden of debt, in order 
that the debtors may not fall into debt again, you have to enact provi- 
sions en.suring the supply of cheap credit facilities and those provi- 
sions cdunot be made by a few’ me« or ^ group <»f men; those provi- 
sions cannot l>e made by a bank here or % credit institution* there ; 
these provisions hav^ to be made by the State. J[ regret to say that 
up till now there is nothing to the credit, of the Government so far 
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as the provision of cheap credit facilities is concerned. That provi- 
sion can be made by a thorough and complete reorganisation of co- 
operative credit societies, by the rapid extension of land mortgage . 
bankvdjT" ihe resuscitation and the remodelling of small banks and 
loan societies all over the province. They are things which have yet 
to be done. I think it is only right that I should, on this third 
reading of the Bill, draw the attention of the Government to those 
matters. These are matters which we consider even more important 
than merely attempting to reduce the burden of debt by means of 
legislation, because those of us who have practi.sed or are practising 
the profession of law know only too well that there is no legislation 
on earth — there can be no legislation on earth — which cannot be 
defeated. That is why I and my party lay so much importance on 
the provision of cheap credit facilities by the State. 

Now, Sir, 1 began by saying that one of the main differences 
between the Congress Party and the Euroi)can Party has been over 
the invidious distinction made between banks and banks and betw’een 
banks and other credit institutions. We shiuild have tliouglit that the 
time was ripe for removing all discriminatory legislation. We have 
attempted on this side of the House, but without success, to remove 
these distinctions, but unfortunately we are in a position of numerical 
inferiority. T(> exclude certain classes of banks which deal with 
foreign <*ai)ital or wdth rich men’s investments and to include small 
banks and loan societies wdthin the purview of the Bill is a mattej^on 
which we have agreed to differ both from the Government and from 
the European ,l*arty. I am sure. Sir, that discriminatory legislation 
will take away capital from the mufassil areas and make that capital 
flow into the big banks of Calcutta which do not extend their helping 
hamls t(»wards the poor cultivators and the workers in the land (cries 
of “hear”, “hear” from the Congress Benches'). 

^Now, Sir, there is also one other matter regarding which we have 
not been able to see eye to eye with the (lovernment and that is over 
some of the retrospective provJjHions which liave been enacted. I do 
• not agree with my learned friend. Mr. Khaitau. when he said that 
retrospective provisions should not be enacted. 1 hold an entirely 
contrary view. In order to make Bill like the Mone\ -lenders Bill 
or the Agricultural Debtors Relief Bill effective you have to introduce 
certain retrospective provisions into the Bill. The only question is 
what should be the natui'e of those retrospective provisions. Those 
provisions have to be well thought-out, well-considered, well-discussed. 
Such provisions should be on the foundations of social justice 
as between man and m%ji and between class and class and 
should* not treat one clliss unfairly at the expense of the other 
but should bring ajhoui an adjustment which mil reduce as far as 
possible any harshness on any parti(*iilar class. That is why we 
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tkivtgbt it right to oppose, lis we did yesterday, the provision of the 
KU, regarding refund. We consider that such a provision would be 
harmful to the interests of society as a whole. We consider that such 
a provision would impede the flow of capital in the mufassil areas. 
That is exactly the reason why we opposed the provision regarding 
refund yesterday. 

As regards the retrospective provisions, I hope Government will 
do us justice by admitting that we have tried to consider each provi- 
sion on its merits.. Take the attitude of the Government themselves. 
The Bill when introduced by the (iovernment contained a provision 
that decrees were not to be reopened at all ; only adjustments of three 
years or less old were proposed to be reopened. The next stage was 
when the Select Committee sat over the Bill. The Select Committee 
mostly consisting of members of the Ministerial Party were of opinion 
that decrees before the 1st January, 1939, should not be reopened and 
that adjustments 12 years or less old might be reopened. The third 
stage was when Mr. Suhrawardy came upon the scene. May 1 on 
this occasion pay u tribute to the efficiency with which he has acted 
as midwife to the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain and, according 
to his admission, underwent labour for ten long months (Laughter.) 
When Mr. Suhrawar(l\ came on the scene, the first ex]>ressi(m of his 
opinion was in the amendments, — in some of the amendments — he 
introduced. One of the amendments he originally tabled was that 
d4iWN»es passed before tlie commencement of the Act should not he 
reopened. 

Last of all Mr. Suhrawardy changed his previous amendment and 
brought f(»rward uii aiiiendment before the House which jiroposed that 
decrees 12 years old and more should he reopened-- not only unsutiHfied 
decrees but even satisfied decrees could lx* reopened if the pos.scHsion 
of the property jiurchased had not passed to other hands. 1 do hot 
say all this in a spirit of carping criticism. I say this only to illus- 
trate that in the matter of retrospective operation, honest dift'erenceg^ 
of opinion may exist; and it is because of tliose differenciy that we 
have supported many of the retrospective provisions c»f tlie Bill and 
have opposed others and one of*t!»e provisions we opposed was the 
provision for refund. • 

• 

I agaii^ say that 1 do not agree with my friend Mr. Khaitan that 
a Bill of this nature should not have retrospective provision. In the 
nature a)f things if >ou want to gi\e relief to the debtor, relief from 
the burden of harsh and unconscionabie fbargaius, relief fmm the 
burden of indebtedness, you have to introduce a certain amount of 
retrospective provision. 
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Now, Sir, there is one other matter regarding which we have 
differed from the Government and that is regarding the panel provi- 
sions which were introduced into this Bill. I entirely support the 
provisions of the Bill which relate to registration of money-lenders 
with a view to regulating their business, but at the same time we 
have expressed the view in some of our amendments that some of the 
provisions which have been enacted in that connection are so replete 
with penal provisions that they almost wear the appearance of the 
Penal Code itself. The House will remember that with regard to one 
of these penal provisions we thought it right to divide the House, but 
we could not carry our amendment because we were in a numerical 
inferiority. We hope that in the subsequent stages of the Bill the 
criticisms which we have offered in and by the amendments which we 
pressed — not by all the amendments which we tabled, because after 
further consideration we limited ourselves to certain amendments — 
before the House will be considered and that certain harsh provisions 
which still find place there will be removed. 

Sir, we have not — and I say so deliberately, — we have not obstruct- 
ed tlie passage of this Bill. On the contrary, we have suj)ported many 
of its provisions which found favour with us and which were consistent 
with our priiK’iples and jadicy. Certain other i>rovisions we have 
opposed by putting amendments against them. We do not propose 
to obstruct the i>assage of this Bill at this stage. We propose to 
observe a consistent attitude so far as this Bill is concerned, but 1 ^ay 
state before I resume my seat that we do reserve to ourselves the right 
of intri>ducing, possible through other hands and in another place, the 
provisions which we think are n(‘cessar\ to be introduced into this Bill, 
whether by way of amendments or by way of additional clauses. 
Those iirovisions we reserve our right to introduce at a subsequent 
stage. 

,With tliese word>. Sir, 1 define the attitude of my party so far as 
this Bill in concerned. 

* 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, of all 
the sigb> oi relief that have been uttered or given expre'^sion to from 
various parts of the House, perhaps Kie House will p;irdon me if I were 
to declare that mine , is the deepest and the heaviest. However, this 
sigh goes out with a certain feeling of happines.s, because I feel that 
the Bill which we are alH)ut to pass is going to do real good to the 
cause of the pewr and the down-tnMlden of this province whose interests 
will always be the chief oonceru of the Ministry, in spite of the valiant 
efforts to the contrary on the part of the gentlemen who sit opposite. 

Sir, before I answer V)me of the points tha} have been raised in 
obnnectiou with tlio Bill. I desire. Sir, to give my thanks for the 
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assistance rendered in the passajre oi the Bill, firstly, to those non- 
official members of the Coalition Party, I recall the names of Mr. 
.Ahmed Hossain, Mr. Rajibuddin Tarafdar and Mr. Abdul Hakim, 
who first tabled their Bills dealing? with money-lenders before the 
AssembK and g’ave this Government an opportunity to jro into the whole 
question and place a workable and a substantive Bill before the House: 
Secondly, Sir, to the Select (’omiuittee presided over by my esteemed 
colleo^ue Nawab Musharrufi Hossain who for months tojrether went 
throujjh the intricacies of the (piestion and produc‘ed a Bill wliich was 
worthy of consideration l*y this House. Next, Sir, to the Coalition 
Paity that thnjslied out each measure of the Bill and sup^rested amend- 
ments to it which liave considerably impiy)ved it nml made it into a 
sound and workable pr<)|x»sition and while I mention, Sir, the (\>alition 
lartyaiid the co-operation which it extended to the Ministry, may I at 
tlie .s;nne time pay iu\ tribute' to the help acid assistance which W’e 
received from the Kuropean (lixmp. Sir, when Mr. Ahdur Rahimrn 
biddiqi was expressinj>' the thanks ot the (kiulition Jhirty to the Kuropean 
Grouj) there was a cc*rtain amount of uimt'cc'ssary caterwauling from the 
Opposition Benches. Ibit I do lecaill that in many, many sj)eeches of 
this House how the* ( tfijxisil ion luis tmm time to lime appealed to the 
sanity and the sense of justice and sobriety of the Kutxtpean (iixmp in 
supi>ort <d its own measures and how from time to time it has paid a 
tribute to that \ery ^*Toup and lias cajoled them in liopes of j;ettin| 3 f 
their suj)|x)rt. l'ortunatpl\ , Sir, they have never been alile t-o put up 
a^efenl t'liou^’h caNe to receive that sup|M»rt from that ^roup. But it 
baiill> lies 111 the moutlis ot these* disapjiointed ^^entlemen to object t-o 
oui- exiuessiri^’ our tec'hnjrs of thankfulness to the Kurop<*an Group not 
onl\ for the very helpful su^.^^'-estions made by them from time to time 
for the purpose of improvinjr the Bill hut for the unstinted support 
W'hich it has ^iven to the various measures and the various clauses, 
althoujrh I feel lhat in many cases these clauses have been opjKised to 
their cherished opinions. Sir, I next pay m\ tribute to the c^o- 
uperation which 1 have received from various parts of the House durinj^ 
the passa^re of this Bill. I wish that tlyit c^i-operation had been more 
unstinted. The Leailer of the flppositiou in defininjf the position of • 
hi.s party lia^ stated that it was of the nature of cxi-operat i<»n with 
Government on the epu'stion of, the Bill. I only wish that I 
could endorse that view of the po.sition of his party towards the Bill. 
Throu^rhout we have been sensinjir n feelinjr of opfMisition. Thrcmjirbout 
it lias been brou^dit borne to us that there* have been more tactics on 
fbeir part iban co-operution and it is only when they felt that an 
opposition to this measure of the Coalition Party and an opposition to 
this beneficent measure sponsored by, the Minii^try would have bnou^bt 
them info ridicule and contempt in the countfy outside that the;i Rave 
to this Bill their support. Let me take an exaisple of special pleading 
wbiek bos been raised by the Leader of the Oppositfon to-day, namely. 
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that his party differs from us and from the European Group in the 
manner in which we have differentiated between scheduled banks and 
the other banks. The minutes of dissent tabled or the minutes of 
dissent of the members of his party were in favour of the exclusion of 
banks altogether. All of us know that amongst these banks were 
perhaps the most pernicious of the money-lending institutions within 
the province and if we excluded these banks it would mean that we were 
giving liberty and licence to a large uiiml)€r of rapacious institutions, 
whose activities ought to be our first duty to curb. 

* 

Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: Why did you not include all 
banks P 

Thi Hoffl’bit Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, we took the middle 
course and we excludes! scheduled banks for reasons which I have 
stated on the floor of the House over and over again, and if there are 
any banks that are conducting their operations decently and honestly 
and are dealing fairly by the people of the province, we have made 
provision for their exclusion by the provision for notification. Now, I 
desire to reiterate a statement which 1 made on the floor of this House, 
namely, that though we have excluded scheduled Kanks, we are going 
to enquire into the afifairs of these scheduled Ixinks which give loans to 
agriculturists and if we find that their dealings with the agriculturists 
and their dealings with the people of the soil are not fair, honest and 
decent and if they are unable to revise their metliods of work, we sirall 
not have the least hesitation „ either in once more including all the 
flcheduled Iwnks within the purview of the Bill or in including those 
banks M’hich deserve to be treated like that. 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition apjwirently was not here when I 
placed some figures on the fi<K)r of the House when I moved the 
exclusion of scheduled banks to the effect that most of tlie banks that 
Of^rated in the province were not biuiks with foreign capital and that 
the sidieduled banks that affected our people most were Indian banks 
with Indian capital. AVe luni* excluded sclieduled banks, not with a 
* view to excluding those foreign exchange banks wdio would not have 
been affected at all by our measures, but we have done so in order to 
exclude Indian banks run with Indian capital. Therefore, Sir, there 
ift no basis whatsoeven in his suggestion that the exclusion of scheduled 
banks has been inspired by any desire on our part to exclude bai^a 
with foreign capital. 

Now', ^r, another point raised by the Leader of the Opposition was 
the question of 1he establishment of rural credit for the people of the 
province. He stated that oif this jx)iut his party differed from Govern- 
* Jjet him not lay^ tllis flattering unction to Jiis soul that his party 
Is anxious to establish rural credit, because on this point. Sir, not only 
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40 not differ from him, but we are taking eteps for the purpose of 
eatablishing rural credit. The vurioua suggestions made by the lieader 
of the Opposition are merely a repetition of the suggestions already 
made from the ministerial side some months back. We are already 
overhauling the machinery' of co-operative banks and in excluding 
co-operative banks I do, and do once more, reiterate the declaration 
that these co-operative banks have l>een excluded from the purview of 
the Bill because we propose rehabilitating them, rehabilitating their 
past debts and allowing them a fresh lease of life, so that they may bo 
useful to the agriculturists. 


, Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* ('harging 12 and 18 per cent.:* 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. The Leader of the Oj>{H».Mition was 
not di.sturbed in any way when he was making his speech, and 1 think 
that when the reply is given by Government, a similar courtesy should 
be extended. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: There is one thing which I 
have to point out. The Hon’ble Minister has thought fit to ((Uestion 
the sincerity of the statement of the I^eader of the Gpjxisition that he 
luul offered co-operation, Furtlier, he is imiking an abusive speech 
pfid thus making the jmsition very difficult f<»r us. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry I cannot allow you to intervene wheu 
the Hon’ble Minister is replying. If you wish to explain the jxisition,. 
I w’ill give you an opixjrtunity. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, what I Mtate<l*wa» 

that I wished there was a greater measure of co-operation. 

m 

Now*, Sir, these co-operative hunks should be rehabilitated that they 
may be u.seful tor the purpose of giving loans in future to the agricul- 
turists, that the rates of interest should be brought dow'n as low an 
possible — and we do not forecast that the rates itill be beyond the mcope 
of the Money-lenders’ Bill itself — and that these co-operative banks will 
be far ffiyig, so that they may be available at the very door of every 
agriculturist in the province. Matters such as floating of debentures 
for winding up the past loans of the co-operative societies are being 
considered by us, and we hope that the^eit time when the .^.ssembly 
meets, we shall be ju a position to place ot^ore it a well-eonsidered 
scheme for the rehabilitation of rural credit, * 
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Sir, Mr. Ehait^in stated that we bad embarked on certain dangerous 
principles and encroached on certain defences of vested interests. 
May I, Sir, point out to him that the most dangerous principle that 
we have embarked upon is that we have given relief to the oppressed, 
and those, Sir, who are to-day on the verge of collapse owing to the 
exactions of the money-lenders. Mr. Khaitan and those who think 
with him should realise that the time has now come when misery must 
be relieved, when the shackles of bondage must be thrown aside, and 
if we are not prepared to give relief to these ])enple, then they by 
becoming landless and hopeless will turn on us upd break down all 
those defences which society has erected round itself. 

Sir, before I sit down, may I pay my tribute to the manner in wh^ch 
you have (ond acted and guided the debate. It would not have been 
possible for us, Sir, to mould and fashion the Bill, had you not recog- 
nised our diffi(;ulties and given us the utmost latitude, a latitude, Sir, 
which, I fear, we sometimes abused in our eftoits to place before this 
House a reasonable measure. This House will remain eternally grate- 
ful to you for the manner in which you hav(‘ conducted the debate. 

Before 1 sit down, may 1 pay iny tribute to the permanent 
Secretaries of the Department. We are likely to forget in the midst 
of our own deliberations the great amount of work which has been put 
in by the Secretaries l)ehind the scene. I may mention in particular 
the name of an officer w’ho is not likely to come bac k to the Secretariat, 
(hat of Mr. Boxburgh, for the manner in which he has drifted the IJil], 
and assisted the memlK»rs of thi> House not only in the Select Com- 
mittee but here id.so, and afVer his departure the other officers, 
Mr. Y ounie, \fr. Baker and Mr. Bbuik without whose assistance it 
W’ould not have been possible for us to place the Bill before the House 

for consideration. (Dr. Nai.inaksh.\ Sanym. : 

I I Now, Sir, the assistance which 

these offi(’ers have r(n‘eived from their own permanent xVssistant 
Seri%taries and other assistants .»nd what yctu have received from your 
Secretary and the staff of your Department cannot also be overlot>ked, 
and we pay t<' them their due meed of piaise. A\'e feel. Sir, that 
without th<j hard work which they have put in, possibly w*e would still 
have been grappling with this Bill and would not have been able to 
bring it to a hatisfactory teimination. 

With these words, Sir, I commend the motion of the TTon’bl^ 
Nawab Musharruff Hossain to this House for acceptance. 

The motion that the Bengal Money-lenders’ Bill, 1939, as settled in 
this Asvsembly, W passed, was then put and agreed to. 

r 

t f 

Mft SPEAKER: I t^iuk, before I adjourn the House I must 
acknowledge with gi^tefuluess the appreciative remarks which have 
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bj^B made not so much about myself but about the Department with 
which I am concerned to-day. I hope members will pardon nc|B if I 
say this is a Bill in which, being myself responsible for the Money- 
lenders’ Bill of 193d, I took a gixxl deal of care. I have some personal 
feelings about a Bill of this character, and it is with that end in view 
that I have tried to place luy servi(‘es at the disposal of both the 
Opposition and the Coiilition Party to see if, so far as this piece of 
legislation is concerned, we can mark the beginning of a new epoch 
which will reiilly rehabilitate the condition of the pcxir pea.sants of the 
soil. I hope I have done my best. AVhatever might have been the 
feelings and tlie riifflings here and there, memliers will certainly go 
back with a feeling that they have done their duty hy (lod and man as 
best Qs they, could. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then ailjouineil till 4-4o p.m. on Wetlnesday, the 
28th June, 1939, at tlie As-^eml)l^ House, (’ahulta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provbions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednes- 
day, the 28th June, 19'‘19, at 4-45 p.m. 

Prseent: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl Haqi’e, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 195 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Deaths due to starvation and necessity for gratuitous relief and 
agricultural loans in Tippera. 

•525. Mauivi ilONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Ilon ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that one ('haru, son of Azimuddin, Aku, son of Abdul T..atif 
Khandker, and a son of Imanniddin Chaukidar of village 
Taraixilla in No. 2 Kalocho Union Board, jK)lice-station 
llajiganj, in the district of Tippera, have recently died of 
starvation ; 

(u) that the prevalence of acute distre.ss in the said Union was 

brought to the notice of the District Magistrate, Tippera, in 
a written petition duly stamped and signed by more than 
500 jiersons asking for gratuitous relief and agricultural 
loans on the 18th April, 1939; 

(ill) that the |)eople of No. 2 Kalocho Union suhseipiently assembled 
in a meeting on the 15th /faisalh, 1346 B.8., and jmssed a 
resolution demanding immediate gratuitous relief and agri- 
cultural loans for the starving poor and other needy persons; 

(iv) that a copy of the resolution was submitted to the Hon'ble 
Minister on the 2nd May, 1939, for necessary action; 

(v) that a copy of the above resolution was forwarded in original 

"by the Revenue Department to the Collector of Tippera with 
their letter No. 5352 Misc., on the 9th May, 1939, for neces- 
sary- action; and , 

(vi)' that no money has yet been sanctioned for distribution as 
gratuitoup relief and agricultural loans for the above union ? 
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(i^) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
conaidering^ the desirability of immediately sanctioning a substantial 
amount for distribution as gratuitous relief and agricultural loans 
amongst the people of the above Union and preventing more deaths 
through starvation ? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (/) No. 

Charu died of indiscretion of diet after partial recovery from fever. 
Aku was a l)oy of 9 or 10 years and it is reported that his deiith was due 
to a disease of the scrotnni from which he was suffering, linamuddin’s 
son died of fever and his death was so reported by his father and the 
chaukidar. 

(//) A jH'tition puriK)rting to be signed by u large numlK^r of t)eople 
asking tor agricultural loans amounting to Ks. f),tM)0 was received by 
the Uollector on the 1 9th Aj>ril, 1909. It was sent to the (Orcle Gfficer 
for making necessary emiuiries and to instruct the applicants to submit 
applications in the proper form. Although 1^50 application forms were 
provided (including 100 given t(» Mr. donah Ali Mazumdar, m.l.a.), 
only a few applications have been received by the C'ircle Officer up to 
the 8th A])ri], 1989, and loans will be granted in cases where they can 
be given under the rules. 

(//'/) to (r) Yes. 

^ 'yt I) 1 n/f' leply to (//). Ifi additi(»n Hs. 997 have be<‘n advanced 
by the Chandpur Central Hank in this Union for short term crop loans. 

(h) With considerable effort the local officers have induced the Union 
Hoard to form a local relief committee. This has collec1t‘d a small 
amount which has l)e€n suf)j)lemented hy a g^rant of Rs. 100 from the 
District Relief Fund for financing paddy husking. Work on the Haji- 
ganj-Matlah Road is available and steps are l>eing taken to grant agri- 
cultural loans. The arrangements made for gratuitous relief ere 
adequate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister he* 
pleased to ^tate if the indiscretion of diet referred to has het*n in con- 
nection witli want of food:' » 

The Hofi’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Xo, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
give us th,e details of the report about this indiscretiem of diet that may 
be in liis' possession ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINtSH ROY: Sir, the local 
officers reported that it was a case of indiscreticn of diet. Nothing 
more is available. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA iANYALs Is it a fact that this boy had to 
eat grasses and leaves of trees, because he could not get rice, and that 
was probably the “indiscretion of diet” referred to? 


The Hon’ble Sir BiilOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No, Sir. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state on what materials lie says that this is not a fact? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, indiscre- 
tion of diet, by no stretch of imagination, can be interpreted as eating 
of grass. Indiscretion of diet is a very simple expression, and I think 
all of us sometime or other indulge in this, and my honourable friend 
is fully aware of that. Sometimes it causes disastrous results; some- 
times it does not. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state if this indiscretion of diet refers to taking /foino and kaha? 
(Laughter.) 

(No reply. ) 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in the Jhargram subdivision of the Midnajiore distiiit, people 
are actually eating grasses and leaves of trees? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I submit, Sir, 
that that (jues*tion does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to tell us how long Cham was suffering from fever? 

«The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: No period is 
mentioned. 

» 

• Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us how long after the alleged partial recovery Charu died? 

ft 

The Hon’ble Sir SUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I have no 
detailed information on that point. It is simply mentioned in t^e 
report of the local officers that this gentleman died of indiscretion of 
diet after p'artial recovery from fever and not of starvation.^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAIfYALc With reference to answer (a){n), 
will tl^e Hoii’ble Ministeit be pleased to state whether the 250 appli- 
cation forms referred tb were given after the largely-aigned petition 
for agricultural loans was received by the Collector^ or before? 
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^ Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: After. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hoii'ble Minister please 
look at the dates mentioned in the answer where it is staled that the 
Collector received the largely -sij^ned petition on the 19th April and 
the application forms were given on the 8th April, 1989 ^ Will the 
Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state how these two dates whioh appear 
to be anomalous can be reconciled'' There must be some mistake. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am sorry, Sir; 
then it must be before the application was received. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state w'hether the ('ollector took any steps wdien he had 
before th«> r(M‘eij)t of tin' largely-sign(‘d petition actually had occasion 
to disti’ibule application forms; and if he took any stefis, what were 
the steps he took to (*ii‘^ure that pro])er apjilication forms may bo 
received 'i 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The a]>])licatiou 
forms were distributed through tlie cdn le ofli( er as well us through 
the local M.Ii.vV. That was sufficient st(*p taken by the District 
Oftiier, and T do not tliink tliat any further steps were necessui’y. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon ble MiniHt#r be 
pleased to state if of tlu' persons who hu<l sigmal a largel> signed 
petition to tlu^. Collector, there were any who had previously received 
the application forms'' 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATT^: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state Ito" many aj»pli<ati(mH uere recrdved by the (,'jrc!f*» 
Officer and whether any applicants were granted any loanr^ 

f 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH RPY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten u.s whether any financial help was given there 
after the 9th May? 

Th« Hon'bl. Sir .BUOY PRASAD SINOli ROY: How does that 
question arise? * 
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Mfi ATUL KRISHUA GHOiC: It arises because it is said that a 
copy of the above resolution was forwarded in original by the Revenue 
Department to the Collector of Tippera with their letter No. 5352 of 
the 9fh May, 1939, for necessary action. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Evidently action 
was taken by the (’ollector even before he received the resolution from 
the Revenue Department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: My question was whether any 
financial help was given or not. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No finaiK ial help 
could be given without application and I am sure the local officers 
were w'aiting lor applications. In the meantime, arrangements w^ere 
made for advancing some money from the local relief committee fund. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will he Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to slate if it is a fact that the Hon’ble Minister gave an 
assurance in this TFouse that w'henever the District Magistrate w'ill 
ask for any money, that w^ill lie siqiplied wdthin 24 hours’ time, and 
on the basis of that assurance, may w^e know whether aicording to 
the request of the Collector, any financial helj) was given within 24 
hours or even 24 days? 

• * 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There can be no 
justiflcntion for assuming that there was any re(|ui8ition for money 
by the Collector to the Revenue Department and that requisition was 
not complied with. ' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With retcrence to the system of 
wpplication form referred to, may we know* since when it has been 
enjoined b> the Department that for receiving gratuitous relief, appli- 
cations in su(‘h forms as may jhe supplied by the Collector should be 
•sent ? 

« 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not a case 
of gratuitous relief, but of agricultural loans. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Both agricultural loanjt and gra- 
tuitous relief are mentioned. 

fh^ Hon’ble Sir BUO^Y^PRASAD SINGH ROY: No; a petition 
purporting to be signed by a large number of p€V)ple asking for agri- 
cultural loans amou^iting to Rs. 5,000 was received by the Collector. 
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Df« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^\ill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state ^heii the system of npplioation for uj^rieulturnl loans 
• was introduced? 

The Hwi'ble 8ir BUOY PR08AD 8INGH ROY: It must be a 
local arranjremeiit — I usk for notice. 


Wft ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlijLrhtmJ us on the contents of letter No. :h\:}2 so that we 
may know whether any recommendation was made at all or not? 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRA8A0 8INGH ROY; These corres- 
pondence are confidential and (Government refuse to disclose them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state in details alumt the arrangements maile for grant- 
ing gratuitous relief? 

Th« Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, it has been 
mentioned in the reply that Rs. KtO was given from the District Relief 
Fund for financing paddy-husking and (jovernment are waiting for 
the recommendation of the local ofHcers. 

* Or. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : With Hderence to answer 
(h), will the iloirhle Minister he pleased to give us an iilea or an\ 
knowledge of the nature of the arrangements made Tor gratuitous 
relief whiih he considers ade(|uate .so that we may judge about the 
ade(|Uacy of tlie arrangements ? 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It is not possible 
for me to give details off-hand. • 


Conduct of Tahsiidars and Circle Officers of Patharghata Circle of . 

Panihata Wards’ Estate. * 

9 

^526a Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is' the HonT^le Minister in charge 

of the" Revenue Department aware — 

0 

(i) that the Tahsiidars and Circle Officers are exacting from the 
tenants of the Patharghata Circle of Panihata Wards’ Estate 
. “Akheri Parbani” at the rate of from one to two annas per 
rupee at the time of realisatioiT of rent; 

i * 

(ii) that rent receipts are not issued for nents paid for limitation 
period ; * 
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(tit) that no receipt for money paid towards rent or payment in 
kind is issued in respect of lands purchased by the estate as 
kh(i8 land; 

{iv) that no receipt is paid for the produce from the Bhagchasis; 

(y) that for the improvement of agriculture, seeds and manure 
were to have been distributed amongst the tenants; 

(rt) but that in the majority of cases, the said seeds and manure 
were utilised for the personal use of th^ employees of the 
wards estate themselves; 

(ri/.) that in cases where tenants j)roieHt against illegal exactions, 
they are put to unnecessary harassment by suits being 
instituted against them, and by suppressing their notices, 
moveables are attached ; 

(vni) that in cases where tenants desire to lodge complaints against 
the otticers, the persons are threatened with l)odily injury 
and mischief ; ' 

(ur) that a complaint was lodged by Bahu Karti(‘ ('haiidra Mandal 
of Baneharia village in Bhangor lhana against the Circle 
Inspector, Tahsildar of I’athurirliata ('IkIc and the Assist- 
ant duma Nahi>^li to the ettect tliat llu v ^titled a k/if/.s ])ur- 
eliased land on 1{>. 1(12 lull they >howe(l on the Bidsheet in 
Kahuliat onl\ Ks. 51 and thus mi‘'aj»pio])riated 4 Ik, 
and 

¥ 

{w) tiiut the Manager equired into the matter and took down the 
evidence ot the haal people? 

{/') Will the ilon’l)lc Minister he jdeased to .slate what action, if 
any, has since been taken in the matter ref cried to in (a) (a*)? 

(c) Is the Hon 'hie Minister considering the desirability of enquir- 
ing ini ) tile allegations? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (u) (o Allega- 
tious to this ettect were previously made hut after the Manager had 
p(U'sonully warned the tenants ami the collecting staff, no further com- 
plaints have been received. • 

{it) All allegation to this effect has been made by a tenant agaiifBt 
the former' Tahsildar and is now pending for trial before the Subdivi- 
aional Officer, IJaraset, 

(Ilf), 0*’) and (ri) to (I’tu) No. 

(irh (^)> (b) and (c) Yes,' The Manager enquired into the matter^ 
which is now' under further enquiry by the Wards’ Deputy Collector. 
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Mr* P. BANER4I: With reference to will the Hon*ble 

Minister be pleased to state when these allegations were made? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mfa P. BANERJI: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that fuither complaints were made by one Mr, Kartic 
Chandra Maiulal along with 17 others on the 18th of March 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 think, this is 
the allegation referred to in the reply. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, ill his aiKswer, it has been said that allega- 
tions were previously made but whetlier the.se allegations refer to the 
complaint made on tlie 18th of March or previous to that, is not clear. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It is very dearly 
stated in the answer that allegations to this effect were previously 
made but after the Managei had personally warned the tenants and 
the collectin }4 staff, no fuithei complaints have been received. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: W ith rcferenci' t(» answer {ir) and (r/) 

to (vtn), will th(‘ llorrble Minister be ])leased to state tlie basis ol his 
tlt^ga'tive reply when the niatt(*r is under encjuiry^ 

« 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, on these 
points, (foverninent have got full information. The matter is under 
enquiry with regard to th<‘ allegation.s relcrrcMl to in (^/)(/). 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will tlie llon’ble Ministei be jileased to sti^te 
whethei' the allegations retcoied to and to which answcu’ has been 
given, are the allegations made by lbi|>u Kaitio Chandra Mandal cm 
the 18th of Marcii to the Cidlector and the Conimis.sioner of the • 
Division ? 

$ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH RpY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: With reference to answer («)(!>;, (x) and (b) 
and (c), wifi the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state, after the Manager 
had enquired into the matter, at whose instance a further enquiry 

by the Wards’ Deputy Collector wjs beiaig made? 

* 

* * 

TiM Hon'Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: At the instance 

of the Collector. • 
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Mr. Pm BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is on the basis of the application that was made by Babu Kartie 
Chandra Mon dal on the Idth March or of the previous application 
made by other tenants? 


The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I have already 
stated, no alleviations were received after the first allegations referred 
to in and since the Manager warned the tenants and the col- 

lecting staff, no further allegations have beeai • rec'eived. So the 
enquiries that are being made are with reference to that allegation. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it was before the Idth March or after that date? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
Distress in Northern Bakarganj. 

*527. S]. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (//• Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Uevenue l)e})artineut aware — 

(i) that acute distress is ju’evailing in Northern Bakarganj; 

(//) that a numl>er of families are on the verge of starvation to d^th ; 

{m) that ^he family of six* members of one Sitanath De of village 
Adhiiua, police-station (laurna*!!, have been starving for a 
long time; 

(n’) that their lives, an\h()W are being sustained by occasional help 
from generous eo-villagers or the village relief committee; 

, (r) that this supply of food is not adequate for sustaining the 
family for u long time; 

(vl) that already a young <girl of fi\e has sueeiimbed to death on 
accotmf of star\ation on the 1st lidisalh, l.‘i4G B.S., and 

(vii) that the Subdivisional Officer has been informed of the death 
as well as of the precafious condition of the surviving 
memWrs af this family by the Secretary, Adhuu Relief 
Committee; but 

(rnV) that no action has yet been taken? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in^ the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to staje ^ hetlier he is considering the desirability — 

(0 of inquiring info the matter; and 

{it) taking immediate steps in the matfer and othea deserving cases? 
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The Hoti’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) (t) Yes. 

(tV) and iiii) No. 

(ir) and (r) Such relief as is re<i«ired is ^iven by neighbours and the 
local relief committee. 

(vi) One of Sitanath's daughters died recently. It appears on 
enquiry that she was rickety and wa.s suffering from <liarrha»a and other 
ailments. Her death uas not due to starvation. 

ivii) Yes. 

( viiiS On M ay -Uh the Siibdivisional Officer sent Rs. 2 for the family 
and deposited Ks. .0 with the Committee. He also saw Sitanath De on 
the J-3th Hay and ascertained that he had not then ^pent the whole sum 
of Hs. 2. Alt])ong]i Sitanath l)c is an able-bodied man he has not 
attended test relief work^ of whi(di there are two centres witliin 4 to 5 
mile.s of his house. 

(fi) Does n(»t arise. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAM: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state* whetlou cjwing to the rain*' this test Tadief work has 
liad to la* abandone<l for tin* presf^nt!'' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. in some 
cases. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon ble Minister be 

|!ffea*ed to slate whether a inoniirs time or more ^\ill be nei'e.ssary for 
the haiAestiny oi the aus and jute t'rop?|y 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes; about that 
time. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state uheilier (Tovernnient contemplate taking any step Jor 
relieving b\ t;ratu]tou»' loan <>r ot}ierwis<> the flood-.stricken people 
during this timei" , 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mosi of the 

agriculturist?' are now eng-aged in .sowing ami (jovernment do not 
consider that it will W necessary to relieve a very large number of 
people by granting gratuitous relief, but as i^egards those who are 
unable to work on the field, f jovernment will certainly help them with 
gratuitous j^elief. 

SJ. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’hle Minister 
aware that the Secretary of the Locafl Reli.»f ( ommittee sent a letter to 
the Suhdivisional Officer stating that a numbilr jtf families was .starving 
including that of Sitanath De^ • 
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TN Hon’bre Sir SI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sitanath De 
received help from time to time from the local relief committee and it 
is very clear that his family received help immediately before the death 

that girl and immediately after her death. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the Secretary of the local relief committee had stated in his 
letter to the Subdivisional Officer that many families together with the 
family of Sitanath De had been starving and the local relief committee 
w’as unable to cope with the situation I" 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No We have no 
information. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; W ill the Hon ble Minister 
be ])leased to state that if that family had not been starving why the 
Subdivisional Officer helped them with money?' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly they 
w’ere in need of help, but that does not neces.>aril\ mean starvation. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us what was the nature of the test relief work 
which the poor Sitanath De l>eing au able-bodied person did not attend 
to ? 


The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The nature of 
the test relief work is practically the same all over Bengal and the 
test relief work of this district was not of a ])articular nature. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that there are middle-clas.s gentlemen w’ho, in spite of their 
starving conditions, cannot by nature and tradition attend to the road 
construction or similar test relief work, and is it not a fact that it is 
for this reason Sitanath De did not attend to this sort of relief work? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may be so, Sir. 
That is why he was given gratuitous relief. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSE: To the extent of Rs. 2 for a family 
consisting of 6 members! • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There were 15 
entries in the book of thb local relief committee. So on 15 occasions 
from time to time his family received help. 
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Mr. *ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE s Will the Hon bW Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us what was the total amount of money received 
np till now by Sitanath De falling the various instalments into aiHHmntF 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is not 
possible for me to answer, what was the total auuuint, but on several 
occasions rice doles were given. In this ctmnection I would like to 
mention that while (Tovernment were tr\ing to do their l>est to help 
the people in disties.s, they regret that the neighbours were not doing 
anything to help their neighbour^ in «li.stre>,s as the\ Nhould have done. 
I hope the Hou.se will realise that it is impossible for (TOvernment to 
give adequate helj) to each ami every ]>erson in distress and es|>ecinlly 
in the exact moment when the help ma> be necessar\ . (’ertainly while 
Government have got their dut\ to the people ot the country. 1 hope 
it w’ill not be denied that the |>eople ot the country also have got their 
duty to their neighhours in distress, hut 1 regret to observe that in 
most of the cases that duty is not l>eiiig properly fulfilled 


Relief work in Caibandha subdivision, Rangpur. 

^528. Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: ui) Is the Hon’bk 
Minister in charge of the Tlevenue Department aware that test relief 
work in the Gaiharulha subdivision, district Ilangpur, has stiddeuly 
been 8top])ed ? 

m • 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the aflirmative. will the Hon’hle 
Minister l)e jdeascd Kj state tlie rea'^on* tlierelor ‘r , 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Minister awan* that thousands of workt*rs are 
now’ on the point of starvation ^ 

(d) If the answer to (o is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 

considering the desirability of renewing the said test relief work with- 
out delay ? , 

{e) Will the Hfm’hle Minister Ik* pleased to state separately what 
amount, if any, has up lo <lute been W|)ent fur agricultural loan, teat 
relief work and gratuituu** relief in the said .'»ubdivisiun y * 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. The 

test work in the Gaibandha subdivision has no\ been stopped. 

(6) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) No* case of starvation has l>een rejmrted. 

(e) J^.gri cultural loans — Rs. 71,600. 

Gratuitous relief — Rs. 2,000. 

Test relief — Rs. 57,200. 
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Mauivi ABU H08SAIN SARKARrWill tbe Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the test relief work was suspended temporarily 
at any time ? 

The Hon*bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It was 
not suspended. This much I know that there was a quarrel between 
the officer in char^^e of the test relief work and the people who came 
to work at the centre and probably it was suspended for 24 hours on 
one occasion. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the cause of temporary suspension was the 
misconduct of the officer who was in r-harpe of the test relief work.^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 
Government have no information on tliat ])oint. On the other liand, 
Government are satisfied that the officers hotli of (iovernnient and of 
the district board liave been doin^ their l>e‘'t to Ijelp the test relief 
work. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Wiil the Hon ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state tlie amount ot wajres ])aid to dail> labourers there? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no 
fixity of wa^es. It varies from place to ])la(e. 


Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the officer in charp:e of the test relief 
work connected with the District Board entered fjreater number of 
names in the list than wa.s actually employed in the test relief work? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have no information on tins poidt. 

« 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to enquire into the matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, ^ir 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHAR^ MAUI: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleaaed^'to state what is tke highest amount of daily wages and what 
is the lowest amoun^ of Maily wages per head? 
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The Hbn'bleSir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Usually tha policy 
of Governmoiit is to see that a man earns at least annas 3 per day and 
in some cases I know the earninps went up to sis annas. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the reply given by the 
Hon^ble Minister will he consider the desirability of finding out some 
other avenues Wsides the easy-going wa\ of test relief work which 
may not be attended to by the people of different avocations P The* 
avenues should be such that it would lie feasible for jieople of different 
avocations to attend. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Tl.e question m 
very vague. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 am makin»r it very rlcnr. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ir?i irtaTC^st 

fillVC’H 9^1 C? 5ITI8 Ctrstll M •>tTr«SrsC»9 cn? ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; I < annot pv.- the 

nates off-hand, (fovcrnnicnt ensure that at l<*as1 thri*** annas ])»>r day is 
earned by each person 

«. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: >i‘»i lailv *5 •t«ni’) ce-tl 

c»rt»> viTti 511, i;«i «tn* 'f 

e 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes; J have got 
infoi mat ion ficuii all nvci (he jirovjiKM* atul t Tuvornmeiit ar«’ satisfied 
and are in a jioNitKui to coni lado’t anv '■in li ‘etatoment b\ the honourahle 
memher. 

• 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleasod to state what uxin the amount ^-qiiisit loncd by the loial officer 
for g’latuitoiis relief!*' * 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ({uc-tnu* iliH’s not ari"** hcjo. 

* Meuivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: That (luestinn does arise, Sir. 
We find fiom the answer that Rs. was only granted for gratuitous 

relief. My question is what was the amount requisitioned by the local 
oflBcer. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: *You have asked as io whift wjjs the amount. 
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MiUlvi ABU H08SAIN SARKAII: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Rs. 2,000 was the only amount requisitioned by the 
local officer for gratuitous relief?^ 

Ths Hon’ble Sir BUOY SINGH ROY: Requisitions are made by 

the Collector for the whole of the district and here the question relates 
only to a subdivision. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased tr) state how this Rs. 2,()00 was allotte<l to that subdivision? 


Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By the Collector 
on information received from the Subdivisional Officer of that subdivi- 
aion. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Bridge over river Marasati in Rangpur district 

260. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: in) Wiih refer- 
ence to the reply given to starred question No. 503 of 8th April, 1038, 
regarding the bridge over river Marasati in Kangpur district wilf thh 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jthe Communications and Works Depart- 
ment be pleasl»d to state whether the Railway C'ompany has submitted 
their report? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale — 

^ (*) why this work is being delayed ; 

(ii) how long the matter is likely to remain under consideration of 

* the Irrigation Depai^ment ; 

(Hi) u^iether the work is likely to be taken up very soon ; and 

(iv) if so. when it is likely to be finished? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
OEPARTMfNT (the Hon’ble Mahara]a Sriehchandra tf 

Coeeimbazar): (a) Yes. 

(6) It has been found necessar^^ to make a further reference to the 
Railway/ Company, and I qeinnoi say at present when any decision in the 
matter is likely to be aKived at. ' 

* m 
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Statement laid on the table in pursuance of the observation made bp the 
Hon^ble Finance Minister in reply to question No. SS (starred) put 
on 22nd February, 1939, by Mr. Serajul Islam, to the effect that 
the information icould be placed before the House as soon as 
possible. 


Number of total appointments — 

1937 ... ... 608 

1938 . ... 874 


Number ot direct recruits — 

1937 ... ... .. 451 

1938 645 


Numbtr oi j)r(*MH)te(l persons — 

1937 

1938 

Distribution ot appointments district by district — 

Cab’utta 

24-Parj^^aua8 

Je&sore 

Khulna • 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Burdwan 

Birbhuni 

Bankura 

Hoojrbly . , 

Howrah 

Midnapore 

Dacca 

Mymeiisingh 
Faridpur 
bakarganj 
• Rajshahi 

Malda ... * 

Pabna • 


157 

229 


84 

53 

35 

35 

25 

28 

107 

18 

20 

17 

• 6 

127 

44 

47 

66 

16 

lU 

39 
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Bogra 

Kangpur 

Dinajpur * 

■1 alpaiguri 
Darjeeling 
Chiitagoiig 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Noakhali 
Tippera 
( )thers 

Distrihuf ion l»y C()ininnnitie8 — 

(kjMtc Hindus 
S(‘lie<lulcd Castes 
Muslims 

Other coiimiiniities 


[28th JlTHX, 

... i 

... 13 

... 11 
7 

... 12 
... 66 
6 

... 43 

... 54 

... 98 


451 

93 

537 

15 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
])leiaHe(l to state what was the re]>ort e'iven by tin* raih\av in this 
connection 'f 


The Hon’Ible Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimba^ar:, 

Sir, it is (lithcult to say offliand \^iat the report coIltaln^. We are in 
correspondence ^with th(‘ autliori'ties of the ])articular Railway and we 
are tr\ing to see that they make the neeessar\ ]»rovisions tor the 
waterway reftured to in the <juestion accordiim to the direction ot our 
experts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In answer (o). it is stated that 
the h’eport ol the Railway referred to in a previous answer has been 
received. My (luestion was \fliat w^as that report in reply to whi(di the 
Ilon’ble Minister now says “it is difficult to sa>.'' May we know if 
we are entjtled to liave that report!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ask first wheA ler hoii’ble members can be 
supplied witli copies h * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 shall be satished if « gist of 
that report is given. Is it povssible for the Hon’ble Minister to give us 
the remotest idea of the nature of t};iat report? 

« r 

Mr. SPEAKER: far.fet^^hed I 
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The Hon’IWe Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coatiiiiliaiars 

As I have stated just now, the report ia^in the shape of a t'orrespondenee 
• with the said Railway. They, I believe, have raised eertain objec- 
tions to our demand, and we have replied to them mtvtinji their 
objections and askinp' them to act up to the advi«‘e of oiir teehnical 
advisers. 

DFi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state il^it i?' a tart tiiat the Railway have reriMitly snrve>ed 
the area and that the otfieer-- ot tlte Railwa\ w li»» wtMe disputed for thi‘ 
survey work have, in roiisuliatnui with the «>thr»‘rN nf tlu‘ Irrigation 
Department and the local offirtos. prepared a -rhenu* and svdunitteil 
it^o (iovernnieiit 

The Hon’ible Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimhazar : 

It IS true that the Kail\va\ snrve\»‘d tlie area in (nn‘s(ion. hut unfor- 
tiinatel\ there i" still a dilb'nuor of njnnioii a" to the ineaMiri's which 
shouhl ht* ad<»pted to improve tlo- drainai!e oj tlo' locality hetwi‘en the 
ex[»erts ot the Itailway and the experts ot (loverninent 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'lde Minittter aware 
that a veF \ hire** tr:i' * « * t J . --'ll ,. ;'. iioiiMlateil due to 

the hun^i neai' the Hailwav hrjdjje ( oust ru<‘t»Mi h\ the Uailw'ay in order 
to pn)teet ihe* small optuiino ot tin* hndL'‘e that is there now'?' 

«» 

The Hon’IbJe Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cowimbazar: 

I am atraid it is ditfieult tor me t<i su\ otthand what hare been the effect 
of the hu7i(i referred to and if it has been erected tor the protection of 
the culvert. Rut as 1 have stated aln‘ady, we are trying to see tliat the 
Railways carry out the scheme in ac<ordan('e with ihe advict* whi<h the 
experts ot (fovernineiit have oiveii It necessary, we may have to take " 
recourse' to secticm 11 (-7) (h) cd' the Indian Railways Ac t as amended 
by the Adaptation Order ot 19d7. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: \Vill the Ilon’hle MiiUNler be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there is a daii^^er of a luige amount 
of crops being destroyed this yea^r if immediate and early action is not 
taken in maintaining a larger opening*' 

• 

. The Hon’ibJa Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaalmbazar: 

Sir, it seems the hon’ble member is fully acquainted with the Railway 
report and their point of view’ in this case. We as u department 
are not responsible for any delay in this direction. The Railway are 
objecting to our projiosuls on various pretexts and thereby delaying 
matters. One of tbe^ii grounds of objection fs Jbat the schema, if under- 
taken, in accordance with the direction of Oovemment, will inundate 
a large tract oyf land. But that is not the view of our experts. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date on.whieh the last letter from the Government 
of Bengal was addressed to the Railway on this matter.^ 

The Hon'Ible Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

22nd June, 1939. 

8upplementarie8 to 8tarr6d Question No. 524, replied to on 27th Junot 

1839. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There is a question held over from 
yesterday on which, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister being absent 
supplementary questions could not be put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou may ask supplementary questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister b<^ pleased to state, with reference to answer (n) “yes'* regard- 
ing res(‘rvation, what principle was followed in reserving 25 per cent, 
of seats indhe Government Commercial Institute!^ Was it ou population 
basis or otherwise h 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; The percentage wa.s fixed 
HOiiK' time ago and I ihink a similar ])ercentage has been fixed in*the' 
Engineering College and otlier^ Technical Institution.s. The idea in 
fixing a percentage is to make it jM»ssible for the students to come and 
if then* is i\u overflow, tile percentage will be increased. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any Moslem candidate seeking admission into the 
Goi^rnment Connnercial Institute has been refused on the ground that 
the requisite number ot students at the Government Commercial 
Institute has lieen reached i 

The H<M’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but I 
have not received any complaints. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister b^ 
pleased to state if it is a fact that there has been no case of Moslem 
applicants coming up even near 20 per cent, of the total admissions 
of the school in any particular j'ear? 

f ^ 

ThpVIOfilbIt Mr. A. K.«FAZLUL HUQ; As I ,have said I have no 
information either w^, but I expect that the number will go up every 
year. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there are no applications to the extent of 25 per cent, 
•for admission into that school, whether (iovernnient will consider the 
desirability of doinjj: away with the reservatioii 

• 

The HOfl’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It i.s not necessary. If a 
sudicient number of Muslims do not i-ome up, the vutuncies jjro to non- 
Muslims. 

Dr. HALirfAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will th.> llon’hh- Miuistt-r be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that i]i trying to force the admissions up 
to ^e number desired by Government, undesirable ui>pli<’ants have ^roi 
to be a(‘e(»mmodated 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, that is not a fact. 

So far as that point is coneerned. the Prineij)al has always tiiken the 
utmost care to select suitable candidates and not anyboily that i*ome8. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state it it is a ta( t that a very lar^e number of candidates 
or their parents do not read the StHfruindn'f 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: sir. in the first place, 
advertisements are made hoth in the ;/////< and yi the Aninta 

Bazar Batnka which is widely rea«l. As a matter of fact, apart from 
advertisements, the time ot leoinuiin^*^ «»1 all these (olleircs is jiraetically 
well known. Kveryh(Kl\ know^ when tho c<dlepes reojM*ii after the 
vacation. So, mindi docs not dcjauid upon a<l\<*rtisoments that are 
made in the newspapers. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if the date of admission js annoumed as stated irf 
answer (c) <H’ if the date within which applnations should I?e made ift 
advertised h ** 

• The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As to that point, 1 cannot 
say, but L think that the date of admission is j^enerally meant to be 
the date within which admission has got to be made. 

# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tbe^ Hon’ble Miniifter be 
pleaaed to read the answer and state the reason^ for announcing the 
date of admiss^n? What useful purpose is served thereby? 
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The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I said, it is a matter 
of detail. I have not read* the advertisements. If it is the date within 
which admis.sion is to he made 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Within which ^is not there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Or the final date on 
which the college will reopen 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The aii'^wer is ‘‘The date of admis- 
sion is announced ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: “The date of admission’’ 
W’as put in the (question and that is liow it answered. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he [ileased to state whether similar reservations have been 
made for other (•onlnlunltie^ I*' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (juestioii does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state it all the students are admitted on a particular date 
or whether there are dittVrent dates on which admissions are mad^? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think, < Ur. San\ul, being a University man, 
you know very well as to the way in vvhit h these things are done. It 
is a matter in which you will consider the question as to whether you 
are »atisfie<l with the answer, I would ask you to put yourself to that 
test. 


^ Permission to put 8uppiementary Questions on a Etatement 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Sir, in answer to question 
‘No. 58, a^ statement has Wn supplied hy the Hon ‘hie the Finance 
Mini.ster. It is in the fitness of things that you will allow u.s to ask 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, I cannot do that. 


Sfiort-notioo quostions. 

Mr«^8YEb JALALUDDIN HASI^EMY: Mr. .Speaker, Sir, I want 
to know whether tho Local Self-Government Department is in a posi- 
ttion to give replies to my short-notice question to-day. ‘ 
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Mf> SPEAKER: I can say, Mr. Hashemy, that those points which 
^ you require to be answered were received late last night, when in order 
. to place the printed ropy of the Bengal Money-lenders Bill in tbe 
* hands of the members, our office worked till midnight. This morning 
it was taken notice of and was immediately sent on to the Hon'ble 
Minister concerned. But I have got to be certain about its admissi- 
bility, and it has been taken up in office, but at the same time we have 
also sent an urgent message to the department concerned. 


Mr* 8YED JALALIIODIN HASHEMY: May I expect, when we 
next meet, that the Hon’ble Minister will he able to give a reply? 


^Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope so. 

Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I draw your attention, Sir, 
to the short-notice question of Babu Nagendra Nath Sen put to the 
Hon’ble Minister for Commerce and I>alH>ur. I am afraid we have 
received no reply nor any indication as to whether he is prepared to 
make a reply. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will make an en(|uiry because my Secretary 
^ tell^ me that the file is with me, although I am almost certain that it 
is not with me. So, I think for the time being we are between the 
devil and the deep sea. (L4iughter.) } shall, however, make enquiries. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. Secretary read the following me.ssage received from * the 

Secretary, Bengal Tjegislative Council: — 

• 

“The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 19^9, has been passed 
by the Council with amendments at its meeting held to-daj^, the 28tb 
June, 1939, and that the concunrence of the Assembly has been asked 
to the amendments shown in loco in the Bill wdiich has been placed in 
the hands of the members to-day.” 


* Sufiply of oopiee of the fengal Mon^-lemiefii’ Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER& I hope the l|ono^rabfe waembers liave got copies 
of the Bengal Money-lenders’ Bill, 1989, publiiffied this morning. 

1ft 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Th* Calcutta and Suburtoan PoHea (A m en d ment) Bill, 19SS, as pamad 
by the Bengal Legislative CeuneB. 

Thd Hen'Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, as passed 
by the Council, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, I would like to explain to the House that the reason why 
Government had to introduce this Bill is the fact that some of the 
organisers of public meetings started a new practice of differentiation 
between the fees charged for admission to these meetings from Jhe 
general public and the police ; and the result of this practice has 
been that in some of the meetings Government liad to pay as much as 
160 to 300 rupees for the admission of police officers and reporters to 
take down the speeches of the speakers. This is the only reason why 
Government had to bring this Bill in, because Government felt that 
unless they introduced some form of legal right for the admission of 
the police, it would be possilble in future by increasing this fee or by 
(Charging this high fee to keep the police out of these public meetings. 

Now, Sir, I would like at the outset to make it clear that Govern- 
ment do not want to enforce the provisions of this Bill, nor do they 
want to enforce the pow'ers which they possess under the Prevention 
of Seditious Meetings Act of 1911, because they feel that if it i» 
sufficiently known that Government have the right to see that jiolice 
offfi^ers can attend the.se public meetings without having to pay any 
fees, then this discrimination will not he made. And if any discri- 
mination is not made, there is no necessity whatsoever for enforcing 
the Act 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAiN BARKARs The police must pay the 
prescribed fee. 

0 

^ me Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government will 
have no objection to the police paying the same fee as is charged from 
the general public. ^ 

Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But unfortunately the general 
public do not require any table and chair or any other special arrange- 
ment. If the police would be prepared to sit at the back with the 
general public without taking any notes and having other special 
arrangementa, that will be a different thing. 

Tlw HmVM* Klnn|«.«fr NAZIMUDDINl So *dar it has never 
been the jHactioe to hhaxjge these special seats. 1 think it is not 
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^ible for the police to ait right at the back aud take proper notes 
of the meeting; and it had never been so in the paat. This is a pmo- 
tice which has sprung only after Even as long ago aa 

December, 1938, as far as Calcutta and the suburban areas were con- 
cerned, this discrimination was never made, and I am certain that 
also in other parts of Bengal this discrimination was not made till tiie 
Bengal Public Security Act lapsed. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Why do you take this to be a 
discrimination? This is fee for a special seat. 

Th® Hoil'bl® KhwnJ® Sir NAZIMUODINs 1 do not accept th® 
pm^sition that has been put forward, because at certain meetings so 
much as Rs. 25 per head has Wn charged from the police officers, 

It was not for special facilities given but it wiis deliberately a case of 
special discrimination. In certain places — I think at a meeting at 
Bankura — the police had to pay us mu<*h as Rs. 4(Kt for attendance 

there of four of their men (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Very good.) 

That is the position. Actually the positioji hud come to this 

that practically the entire expense of organising and holding a meet- 
ing was l)eiug paid for by (iovernmeut (Dr. SuRKSii (Tianoua 

Bankhjee : CTC® *WW?l fy? ) So far as it existed, (‘eriaiiily it was 

an ingenuous method, but I would ask the Legislature to kindly lcM)k 
^ at it now from the jmint of view of (Toverument and to rec^ognise the 
fact that it is absolutely essential that Ciovernmenl should he in a 
position to send reporters to take do^^*n the proeveedings of the meet* 
fngs. This, as you are aware, has been now the accepted practice^n 
all the provinces in India, and even those provinces 1 %’^hich passed 
orders that the police should not attend meetings and take down the 
report of speeches had to revise those orders; and I do not think there • 
is any province at the pre-seut time in India wliere the ne<*essity of 
attending the meetings and taking down notes of speeches is not *felt 

Therefore, Sir, this practice ivhich has (Dr. Naunakkua 

Sakyal; What about Orissa?) I thinlc that is true of every provinc® 
without any distinction. Of course, I cannot say dehn^ly about 
Orissa, but I know that in th^se provinces where they had passed 
definite orders before, they had to revise the orders, (Dr. NALtNAKUHA 
Sanyal : Even in provinces like the United Trovinces and Bihar?) 
Eo, Sir. In Bihar the police are taking down speeches at meetings, 
although in that province the question of communal riots dues not 
arise at all. It is the definite policy of the Bihar Government to 
send reporters to take down speeches at meetings organised by the 
Kisan Sabhas. (Maulvi Anr Hossain Sarkar: Is it youj policy 

also?) I shall tell you presently fvliat my peiiicy is. Hakkivpra 

Nath Chai^dhvri: What about the common ffbntf) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I hope honourable members want to go home 
early to-day. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I feel that if 
honouralble members exhaust themselves by this sort of questions, 
they will not move their amendments if they are satisfied on all the 
points that they raise, and that there will be no necessity for moving 
their amendments. (liaughter.) (Dr. Surksh Chandra Bankrjee: 
Will you accept our suggestions?) I may point out, Sir, that Govern- 
ment have gone a long way in meeting the wishes of the Opposition. 
Owing tx) a snap division tihat wan cariied in the other House, one of 
the most important 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, is the term “snap divisicfiT^ 
parliamentai-yP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the expression “snap division” is very 
parliamentary. You may remem l>er that T^ord Rosebeiy was defeated 
on that. 

Thi Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 was saying. Sir, 
one of the most important clauses has now been eliminated. That 
was an explanation which Government consider very material so far 
as this Bill is concerned, but Government decided not to press for it 
and not to move an amendment for reintroducing the Bill, bectfiise 
they feel that here is an opportunity for all of us not to have any 
occasion for errforcing this Bill* I may point out to you, Sir, what 
will happen in case our hands are forced. As you know very well, 
tlhis Bill concerns only Calcutta and the suburbs, but as far as the 
rest of Bengal is concerned, we have on the statute book, though not 
‘ in force, the Seditious Meetings Act of 1911 whidh empowers Govem- 
meiyjl to notify any area and afterward.s they have got the right to 
send the police to take down the proceedings of the meetings in that 
area. The difficulty is that (i[)vernment, instead of amending the 
police Act, could have amended this Act. But the Seditious Meet- 
ings Act Is one of those Acts where if its provisions are enforced it 
will cause very great hardship. (Mta Nikunja Beiiari Maiti : How* 
many districts are just now notified?) Not a single district. In fact, 
the Act of 1911 has never been enforced at all. (Hai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhxjri: Excepting only one chapter!) 

Mr. NlicUNM BEHARI MAITI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that even now in the Midnapur distract police officers attend meetings? 

TIm Hon’bto Khi|«|a‘'Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what 1 was 
going to say. We want the police to attend meetings; ,we want them 
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to take down the speeches; and we do not want them to be presented 
from doing so. The present policy of Government is that all organi* 
cations and propaganda should be constitutional. So. the presence of 
the police reporters will not make any difference, and as far as we 
are concerned, we do not want you to say things which will lead 
Government to take action on wrong reports. ^ We want to have certi- 
fied and authentic copies of reports of what is being said — (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Santal: Who do you mean by “you”? Do you in- 
clude the members of the Coalition party?) Sir, 1 mean all those 
who are afraid of saying in public meetings what they say here. 
(Laughter.) (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Is it only those i)er80us who 
are afraid of Government or those who are being given a long rope 
by Government?) Sir, there is no question of giving a long rope to 
3 Wj^'body so far as Government is concerned. Everybody is treated 
alike. % 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: If there is u hig meeting held 
at a place for irrigational purposes, will the Hon'ble Minister send 
there an Irrigation officer or a police officer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, i am sorry tho 
honourable member has not be(*n able to follow wliut 1 have Wen 
saying. The whole object of (his Hill is that where Government con- 
sider that a meeting is being held where speeches are going to l>e 
delivered which are likely to violate the law, there Government 
should have the right to send police officers to report speecluis. (Dr. 
Xalinaksha Sanyal : Not sedition o^ily— viobiting any law?) Well, 
Sir, as far as this Bill is concerned, it is confined only to sedition and 
disaffection. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: You admit^ 

that there are many ovei zealous (»lficers w1h» try to have pnmKdioni 
by submitting exaggerated reports? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not accept 
anything of the kind. 1 am certain that it will not help the honmfS 
able member, or those who organise meetings, to exclude the police 
from the meetings. The chaiK^s of spotting wrong reports are much 
more from the recognised officers than from unrecognised officett. 
•So, in the interest of the honourable meinllH*r himself, I would point 
out to him, that he would be much more happy it he knew that A, B 
and C were present and that they were the men who took down the 
speeches and not somebody who was not known to him ab<jut whom the 
organisers of the meeting were ncff sure#rhether he attended the meet- 
ing, and who subnytted some kind of a re^yt appearing m ^ member 
of the general public. 
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Mr. MCiSH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, having regard to the 
High Court Full Bench ruling that anything said against the Minis- 
ters did not come within the meaning of ^'sedition^^ will the Hon’ble 
MiBister think of dropping this Bill? (Laughter.) 

Thg HOfl'bla Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the Ministers 
are concerned, honourable members can abuse them as much as they 
like. (Laughter.) The High Court has given them absolute freedom 
in the matter. I submit, Sir, that this Bill does not protect the 
.Ministers at all. They are impervious to these things if one may say 
that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will not bring in a Ministerial Pro- 
te(’tion BillP (Laughter.) ^ 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. (Renewed 
laughter.) Now, Sir, I feel that as we have got the House in such a 
good mood honouralble members will not press their ttinendments after 
my speech. The reason, Sir, why Govern ment have been compelled 
to bring this Bill is this. (Maulvi Anr H<)ss.\in Sahkar : What 
about my point P I asked the Hon’ble Minister to reply to my (jues- 
tion. My question was whether like the Bihar Government this 
Government also intends to get reports of speeches in Kisan meet- 
ings.) Sir, we are not like the Bihar Government going in only for 
Kisans. We make no discrimination. Wherever we think that t^ere ^ 
is going to l>e speeches made, which are likely to cause sedition or 
spread disatf ection , we feel that the police should attend the meeting. 
We are not only against the Kisans like the Bihar Government. 
Whenever there is any apprehension that speeches will be delivered, 
W'hich are going to be of a seditious cluiraeter or are going to spread 

^ disaffection (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai. : What about section 153AP) 

We are going to send reporters at all meetings w'here there is any 
likelihood of sedition or spread of disaffection. Sir, I want to point 
out that on one occ'asion we had to pay Rs. 50, on another occasion 
Bs. dO and on another Rs. 6.*' As far as the mUfassil areas were 
concerned,^ it was much worse. There is just one thing to which I 
should like to refer before I go to the mufassil areas. I want to make 
a correction. I made a statement in the other House which is not 
absolutely correct and *1 want to remove that misunderstanding. T 
said, as far as Calcutta was concerned owing to the Bengal Public 
Security Act being enforced for 8 years, the police had ^power to 
send reporters to meetings and there was no case of complaint. 
Actually, the Public Security Act was enforced from 1936 and it was 
only for two years that it was in *force during that time the police 
had this right and ther^ ^as no case of complaiRt. So th^ points 
were pertinent as alang as the original explanation existed in the 
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iBill that waa introduced in the other House. Owinfr to the omission 
ol the explanation, since the apprehension of abuse is being removed, 
Ae Bill has now become practically hannless, if I nuiy say so. But 
I do want to convey through this House the idea that if this practice 
is not discontinued, Government may have to bring in much mor e ■ — 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALfi Are you holding out a threat? 

Tim Hon’ble Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question 
of threat at all. *I have been very careful in all the language that is 
being used. You have got to meet the situation that may arise. 
Now, there was a meeting at a district peasants* conference at Bakar* 
ganj where Rs. 10 each was charged 

Dr. iTaLINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many attended? 

Th6 Hon'bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The numl>er of tickets 
purchased for police officers was three. The public were charged only 
two annas each. 

Then there was a meeting of the dustrict peasants’ conference at 
Howrah. Rs. 5 each had to be paid for 3 police officers and two 
inspectors, and the total amount spent was Rs. 25. This is a very bad 
case. At the Provincial Congress (.’onference at Jalpaiguri Rs. 25 
r eaah had to be paid for police officers and reporters and the total 
amount spent w'as Rs. 254 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I know what was the amount 
required to be paid by Reception Committee members and visitors 
who occupied the first row? I think they had also to pay Rs. 25 
each. 

• 

Thu Honnile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 doubt very much. 
Again, at the district political confetence at Malda, 4 tickets had to 
be purchased at Rs. 25 each and two at Rs. 15 each and the total 
amount spent was Rs. L‘10, Then there was a conference at the Town 
Hall at Tippera and the autlforities demanded Rs. 25 from each 
police officer, and later on it was reduced to R#. 15. Last of all, there 
.was the Bengal Provincial Political Conference at Bankura which coat 
ua altogether about Rs. 401). This is the position. I am sure^ 

t 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; As against that you have to 
remember that police officers enfer mertinRS by force and even sub- 
divisional officers (jlairn to have the rigb^ tp enter meetings by force 
smd stay there as long as they like. 
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Tlie Hofi’bto Kliwtja Sir NAZIMUDOINs I think, 


[28th Ivn, 

« 

they (sftionld 


have this right. There is no question of force. Authorised officers 
of Gk)vernment should ha^ the right to attend public meetings, and 
I am sure that has been the practice in the past and it should be the 
practice now. I hope honourable members will allow this Bill to go 
througfti without moving any amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’fcle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the 
Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1939, as passed by 
the Council, be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1, 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put %rd 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I beg to move that in 
clause 2, proposed section 62D, in line 2, after the words “in writing’' 
the words “which shall be conveyed to the parties concerned at least 
six hours before the declared time for the holding of the meeting" be 
inserted. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: 1 beg to move that in clause 2, 
proposed section 62D, line 5, for the words “Head Constable” the 
words “Sub-Inspector of Police” be substituted. 

Mr. <1. W. CHIPPENDALE: I beg to move that in clause 2, 
proposed section 62D, line 5, for the word “or” the words “and/or" be 
substituted. 

^tai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that in 
clause 2, proposed section 62D*. lines 5 and 6, for the words “other 
persons” be omitted. 

V 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I beg to move that in 
clause 2, proposed section ()2D, lines 5 and 6, for the words “other 
persons” the words “Government reporters” be substituted. 

I beg farther to move that in clause 2, proposed section G2p, in line 
7, after th^ words “public meeting” the words “in which admission is 
not by tickets” be inserted. 

Mr. ^ Speaker, Sir, TO fClCf W f* «trw 

TOi fnrr btto '-ftTO toit tott? i aw/m ffroonr meet- 
ing Hrar TO croft Ct aroit meeting cBftA C6TO 
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id >wra wvff: fdrr m ac»t ft, 4PR 

^ dd wdr invoi 3w;?(T? ^ toci wfm m^im. wit dd cfi ro 
’ . «in a^atr mm ^ dtl d »ami inr ^dirtr mwf nr w9$ 

mm m ww ^m\ mm ^ ira1mi»r« 4I m i w i H i B «dd 

c*^ KmR\ 


®rdd dTO ro\ anjR Sub*iaspeotor 

mm nwdi 


4«R d HTt=r 5D5l^. md nsr-lsrcdt* mm mm\ m tot 
mcm d®^ m!^*mm^ d tumm m mm^ jr^Td nnff ^1 nm adt 
•Qfiw todR, oTd iRRv ?to ddd m d«; 

^Fd^^nrTO cntl? 5TMt c 8 Wd 5 T 8[Tr=Rr m STTd, «nir entr ant ninirt 
=r^^ a5RT W5^-a mro ad^F did nid \ al mmxf n a lroad i 
fdciR WTO d cTt nni mm Sfroi 

Cd*R “other persons’* a^ >Rr «I1M1S ^TdR m\ al d “Oovorn* 

menc Reporters” zmm dT^i mmmi mm\ mm df^ anjR Inspector 
« aid 5FmreR Government Reporters tOdR 1 ai»T d^ Reporter 

a^ ?smT|t other persons 5TXr? add RR nrr Fd fwi^ ^d nT?fidr 

Meetinga WRT mm CTO fTOTt^TTO m^mt mm cnr^. vrmj enr 
iraTO ^cTOTt end fror^ wm\ mm other persons al »rwr h;;1Ui 

*nd mrm^\ a^ fro fro wot fm w m^ d ardi wild wrwr 

wfF a^ tdmgOT ntoaM n die? d nnn wret — awBR Inspector 

WOT^ tdcnr^d— at mmmt enr »r *a *t »(nn<i tooti 

WTdTR WH awtj^ dtCdmr wrcf — Clause 2 d Stwfnj section 62Dl 
*^^ artd “ Public meeting ” a?[ * “ in which admission is not- 

by tickets” at WdT Wlfl> CTO TO I at fTOft> Or. slfww dRld tfl5*gd^t 
»iw*^cn frocnri *r*a^*wm[ nsr Tw®ic< nr wtchh Twhi dddi 

d dTO CTO CTO seat a? «RT 5^0^ l>m <TO. Cd fHfl^-at WTTO ^ 
&dT, (^ (>m, 5m, wt5 tot, to tot? seata?e nror todv 

Police officer ?1 meeting a d? JTOt nTO? WTd best teat 
mw TO?i TOT aror? ncR d? cro tiw toto ctot fro? seat 
^ fro? n, a TO nrd m dro Wt a tot ctoot to 
*r[srT aTd? prw 5f^i Meetings aror? to^wt cm? tott irwcnr wTd 
CTO;d=r a?t nenr c?to cto^ cto ^ to, ai>T wpdtfiw o wwro ► 
dtwn TOT? at a>TOi TOTT wf? a5T arort cro ctori 


* Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Of these two amendments the first ia 
the substitution of the word “sub-inspector of police” for the word* 
‘‘head constable”. These amendments were tabled as a result of our 
expeiie'nce. The object of this an^endment is to save public money^ 
the rate-payers* money. A question may Se^asked that if the (iomims- 
flioner of Police is imthorised in writing to dbpute one not below tha^ 
rank of the head constable, and supposing he depiftes a head constabla^ 
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^hai is the value of the evidence of this head constable. If we look 
further down the section we find that the offences as referred to a^e 
%rave offences, namely, sedition and disaffection. Now, this being the . 
oase and the object of the section being to cause a report te be taken, 

I ask this question “what will be the value of the report submitted by 
the head constable or taken through his instrumentality?*' Most of 
us have some experience of law courts either as Magistrates, Judges, 
lawyers or jurors. Supposing we are to pronounce judgment in a case, 
do you think for a moment that we would be able to rely upon the 
•words of the head constable in an important matfer like this — in an 
important case of sedition or disaffection? Has he the capability of 
taking down the actual words that may be used by the speaker? Will 
he be able to understand the trend of the speech and reproduce i^»o 
that the court can rely upon his statement and convict? ^ Supp^Sng 
even for a moment that the court in the first instance does it, will it 
stand in the appellate court? That is a very important question 
indeed. Of course I quite understand the difficulty of Government in 
getting admission, but that is not l)efore us. The question before us is 
that the Commissioner can depute a head constable to go and cause 
an enquiry to be made or a re]>ort to be taken. 

Then, on the other hand, take the case of a Sub*Tn8i)ector. Now a 
aub-inspector is certainly a man of some education and culture. He 
•will be able to take down notes himself and speak what he has heard, 
and his evidence will carry weight. Therefore, this amendment* is \ 
necessary one, — necessary not in the interests of Government but in 
the interests of the rate-payers#- What we want is this : when a prose- 
cution is started it must end in conviction or at any rate there must 
be a great probability of ending in a conviction; and not simply pick 
up a case and try for (*onviction. * 

As regards the other amendment that I have proposed, namely, 
fo^ th^ word “or" the words “and/or” be substituted, if the whole 
oection is road we find that the Commissioner of Police may by order 
in writing do one or two things — either he can depute a head constable 
or other persons. He cannot depute anybody else. It must be either 
or/ and. Now if he deputes a head constable, who is to do the reporting 
work? 1 take it that the object of tbis section is that there should be 
a true report. The head constable is not an authorised reporter or on 
unauthorised re|>orter. If you really want a true report, you muat 
tend a short-hand writer who is capable of taking down an3rthing. 
That the Commissioner of Police cannot do. Either he must depute 
m head constable or he must depute other persons. I take it that by 
the words “other persons” may tdepute either a police shorthand 
writer cor a private shorthand writer. Now stipposing the head 
unstable wants to tak# with him a shorthand •writer to take down 
OKOotly what has been said, the convener of the meeting would he 
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in turning out the reporter, pn the plea that he haa the 
l^ht of private defence. Therefore, this smrtion is incomplete. The 
irofrds “or other persons’* are very vague and indefinite. They surely 
cannot mean that the ^Commissioner of Police can depute his orderly 
or even his ctuiprau who may be literate. They must mean a j>er8on 
of some responsibility and I take it that the words *‘or other personal* 
really refer to a good shorthand writer. If they do not mean a steno- 
grapher, I do not understand what they mean. Therefore. I say the 
words “and/or” are absolutely necessary. If the Government do not 
want them let the* words go. Nevertheless, I am pointing out that 
after all it is the money of the rate-payers that will W misused. It 
is absolutely necesstirv to complete the section and give the Commis- 
sioner of Police power to depute u .stenographer along with the other 
peRbns. I submit that the word “or” ought to 1h* substituted by the 
words “an'^/or”. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI; entv OTtff ci^ 

niilcHl CVT^l afU; RC^KrClN 

6T^ C^? TO HTOTTO CTTITT UTPt? OTIT 

C4 <t ^ wTTTHi CFTiT aTO*tf mn? nw 

^ nf?6Tit cr a(5 ffrn? ciftci c¥R 

tn «R7R(«T •Tr^ a5T «(T»n' fir tiro 

Kft l u P T g cirrotti ci irnrr ci wn cirro ait 

nm? ciic^^T ^ rotjjn nToifnii fticniU'Ui irro *TT«ir in rottUt cntm 
a^W iti n OTTO ufTfi H'fllin'ttii fi:nt«tci 

nrfi ci ci^ it •iTf^ci tyn a^m •rfrrcll 

cn sFiter J'twn tirro nrtii «ti>Tr i^t firon tirro nrti 

iw&r HT m eel ^T®nr iti — ^ fi:ni?iti nrr mi itm 

mcm cm — mr an irtar mr cirti it, — mra cim it men 

n r ftci cm ici in fntslro cucir WI5t ai icir a¥t>T fm mnfi mr 
ciro am ait mcrfi ir mr ciro •nm fr ca men ciis; imcii 

C¥R mar *tTci cim urm fmra n m ^tCrt njirti circit nitcii mf 
WPF niiiiTo miT ciro am ca fuci ci®t uracw cin* mar itti 

UPTO an CUT can am ai^ ^ror lar n — um urt var cut hi nuai mr 
irf¥ HI. cicai ac»a itch afm irt, icai acn imi. am^ ut, ait a ticai 
nfiiia^Hi acia itch mreanr irt, am cmcH artrm acmn Hti 
RawB cifa IT I ifn ar^rc^ n tjci an-^Hica^i hc aj^facH i*tan 

C¥R ai^Tcir Stiro hi mn an aaSr w circa at ci irn 

amma aciaHnr ^ maror airoi Sant an aaUr pose ch ci ciro m 
Hmmut circa Hie Majesty 8 repreeniUtivcI. ^ alarm tacil Hi <^i;:a. 
an laMwi aitr nt* ir ^[mi anar aim 8^ Nozimiiddiii ca au^Eft 
oKft.— ro» wn .b#t w ^ *nt wi ikw vt wft nt *11* nrot owi 
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«nfK farm nw vmft ci to; toc 

CTtT? «WtK^l K TO fniW ^KlCf. OTfr IWHT 

a TOJF iTCT al kr;;i^ uncnjr f>i; ^ wtwto 

mHH ^ fl Sub-Inspector of Police I • ‘ 

wi *ra^*WTO Jwnr totoji w ^ Pbwer^ 

'^ITO, UT?r ifnro Power a :u« ^tPF^CU niTO, UV^ ^ WCU *rMl CKfw; 

WU? ^5 Sub-Inspector of Folieet 

#ill 5 Tpo I 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Are most of the head cons- 
tables in Calcutta non-Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, at the piM^nt 
time. * /' 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Do most of them not know 
Bengali ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Wait till I reply. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
not a little strange that it has dawned on the Home Minister of the 
autonamous Government of Bengal to amend two very old Acts on the 
lines of emergency measures. Honourable members, 1 hope, have? seen^ 
that this Bill proposes to amend the Ciilcutta Police Act and the 
Suburban PoHce Act — Acts that are dated 1866. During the last 70 
years or so, it was not considered necessary by any Home Member of 
the bureaucratic Government of the past to amend these tw'o Aets in 
the w'ay that they are now proposed to be amended by the Hon’ble 
Sir Nazimuddin. Sir, you wdll find provisions similar to those that 
have been made here in this Bill only, as I indii'ated before, in such 
emergency measures as the Indian Seditious Meetings Act or the Public 
Security Act. Now, Sir, the, Hon’ble Home Minister has admitted 
•a few minutes ago that the Indian Seditious Meetings Act does not 
require application to Bengal at the present moment. And Sir, so far 
as the Public Security Act is concefned that is also a dead measure. 
In view of these facts^ I do not understand w^hy the Home Minister in 
the present Government has come to consider it necessary to amend 
these two old Acts in the way proposed. The only justification, Sir, 
that he Iwis held out in .support of this measure is that the police have 
got to pay a large amount for purchasing tickets to attend such meet- 
ings. Now, Sir, are we going to relieve public fund simply by imposing 
taxes on wnne sections o^ Ae public? Will that be a desirabla 
procedure? Even if tlfat has been found to b^ necessary, I do not 
understand why the* police desire to have so much privilege as to have 
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itm tickets not only for themselves but also for any other persons they 
mAy choose. The Hon’ble Minister, of course, if he thinks that it is 
. urgently necessary to relieve the Public Exchequer of the ticket 
• moAies that have to be paid for the police, may not insist that “other 
persons” also should get free admission. It has got to be admitted, Sir, 
that the denotation of the term “other persons’* is too much wide. It 
is not at all limited in its sense. It may mean one or two or ten persons. 
It may mean any number of persons that the police may choose to take 
with theAi even to break up a public meeting. Sir, in that apprehen- 
sion I propose that^the words “other persons” should be deleted, if the 
Hon’ble Home Minister at all considers it necessary to have this Bill 
passed and not to drop it. 

Hon'ble Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I find that the 
criticisms ^d the speeches have been very moderate and constructive, and 
I would have been very glad to accept one of these amendments, but 
my difficulty is that none of these amendments are of a really import- 
ant character, and that the acceptance of any one of these amendments 
means going up to the other House for a second time for confirmation 
which only means unnecessary delay. l>et me, Sir, <leal with the 
criticisms one by one and tr> and explain why I cannot accept any 
one of these amendments. 

First of all, there is an amendment No. of Dr. Sunnsh Chandra 
Bauerjee where he has suggested that notice must be given by the 
^“Dommissioiier of Police at least six hours before the declared time for 
the holding of the meeting. This is pne of the amendments, Sir, 
which appears to be absolutely unpractical, because sometimes we may 
get notice of a meeting only one hour before or two hours before. The 
effect of it is that we cannot send anybody at all. Sometimes also, we 
may think that the meeting is absolutely innocuous, but it may happen 
that an hour or half an hour before information comes in that it is 
going to be a serious meeting where there are going to be important 

speeches made (Dr. Svrksii (.’imndra Ba.nerjkk: “Whenever 

possible” add •r| i ) Yes, Sir, I •can give an assurance that by 

executive instruction to the Commissioner of Police we shajl try to 
give, as far as possible, information six hours before a meeting is held. 
In this way, Sir, I have, to a Vertain extent, met the point of 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee, and I hope he twill be satisfieil with 
that. 

The neu^i point is about the question of sending head-constables. 
Mr. Chippendale and sonae other memliers have raised this point. Sir, 
there it a practical difficulty about this. We have not got sufficient 
number of Sub-Inspectors to depute, and If we have got to seq^ only 
Sub-Inspectors to the meetings on occasions arhen there are a large 
number of meetings held on the same day at diilferent places, as it 
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frequently happens, we shall not be able to find men lor this purpose 
But, Sir, the most important point on the# merits of the whole question 
is that as far as taking aelfen it^ concerned, as far as the likelih^»od of 
prosecution is concerned, no case of prosecutipu ' is ever undertaken * 
until and unless Government have got' proper lej^olts of tb^e speeches 
delivered, and they are generally either ^n ^i^orthand of in long hand, 
and those reports are taken by GovOrnnient repeaters in Calcutta. So 
far as Calcutta is concerned and Calcutta, area is concerned^ whenever^ 
we take any action, that is to say, whenever we prosecute; it Is always 
on the basis of proper reports and that is aUo the practice as far as the 
mufassil is concerned. So, I would like to point out that the apprehen- 
sion of Mr. Chippendale and certain other members who have pressed 
for “Sub-Inspectors” in place of “head-constables,” is not justified, for 
the simple reason that Government never take any action mjpfiy 
because the head-constable gives a report. The head-canstqble may be 
there for other purposes, bht as far as reporting jis concerned, it is done 
by proper reporters, especially in Calcutta area. 

Then, there are other amendments proposing to vsubstitute for 
“other persons” the words “Government reporters”. As a matter of 
fact, I can assure the House that the only object of the words “other 
persons” is to enable the Government reporters to be sent there, because 
there may be Government reporters who are not police officers, and that 
is the reason why we have put in “other persons.” You may say, why 
not accept “Government reporters”, but somebody may raise^ an 
objection that a certain person is not a Government reporter, and 
thereby prevent a man from attending the meeting. We cannot give 
a proof then and there, and legal objection may be taken that he is not 
a reporter — (Dr. Surksh Chandra Banerjee: But let him pay for 
the ticket.) — But that is not the main point : the main point is that 
nobody is going to be put at a disadvantage for the simple reason that 
non^ but Government reporters will go, and they will be either police 
offifcers or Government reporters; no one else will be allowed to take 
advantage of this section — (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : If so, 
just mention it in the Bill) — I *am coming to that later on. Sir, as I 
said, it is« impossible in any Bill to provide against any and every 
possible eventuality. You have got^to assume that these things we 
going to be administered by responsible officers, and so nothing will be 
done which is not absolutely proper and fair and just. As 1 said, the 
whole thing is so unimportant that I am sure there would have bean 
no necessity for all this if it had not been that sdme peopl^ found it 
rather a profitable and rather an amusing way of just giving a deal to 
the police and of just keeping them away from entranc^. The police 
cannot j)reak the law, I xnaAiiain; !^ir, that this is really what we have 
provided against, aud Ii am 'sure afier this theise will ^iver be aa ^ 
oocaaion to use it boeause^as in the past nobody ever ol^'ected to 
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of the police, 96 I hope nobody will object to theii* presence hi 
^i|ure 9A well. I m&y say in^ply to the speech of Rai Harendra Nath 
Qhlindhiiri that^ the only reason why it has been necessarj^ to do it ia 
be^nse '.people feel that we haire got respansible, government and wc 
ca4give thfem a lit^e trouble until they get tired, and so a^e won’t stand 
this any tnore. That is why having this sort of thing. 1 feel 

that they are alj in a way ^uill legitimate, but ut the same time I feci 
that if the police ate there no. harm will be done, por any disadvaptagw 
created to anybody. " * 

So far as ‘^otheur persons” are concerned, you ran never expect that 
Government will catch hold of outsiders and give them a prominent.* 
place— (MaulVi Amr IJossain SAiiK 4 ii: And not other persons with 
regulation lathis Sir. If they do. >*00 can come here*anH ask 
moa^jjpestions, and you can rest assured that regulation lathis will fall 
on the iead^of those who do it. 

Sir, I would repl/ to Mr. Chippendale that so far as the amendment 
“and/or” is concerned, our expert draftsmen of the Legislative Depart- 
ment thjnk that we can never have “and/or”. 


Mr. <!■ W« CHIPPENDALE: But in every country you iHil find 
this “and/ or” i 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is in form in convey- 
ances bht not in bills. 

» • 

The Hon^ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, Mr. Rai Chaudhuri 

says that it is in form in conveyances but usually not in bills. That ia 
why it is not always so. We find it difficult to accept it, otherwise ww 
would have been ver^’ glad to accept his amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Sure.sh Chandra Baiicrjec that in clause 
proposed section 62D, in line 2, after the words “in writing” the words 
“which shall be conveyed to the parties concerned at least six homra 
before the declared time for the holding of the meeting” be inserted, 
was then put and lost. • 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Haiti that in clause 2,»proposed 
aectioa 62D, lina b, for the words “Head Constable” the words “Sub- 
Inspector of Police” be substituted, was then put and a division takea 
with the following result — * 


ISirt W i S W, —iert> 
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lUMhMMki Aka^, Ik, 

R«f, Nr. Okara Okka ^ « 

Ray, Nr. MaiNMfMiBA 
Ray. Ml KJakart PiMf 
Ray. Nr. NRk«i< 0 * fkt* 
taayai. Rf. RaNaaRNk , ; 
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iUiiA trllki NaakiNra ikaaaa." 
i«r, Nr. HalMini Raaar. 
Tkafcar. Prtaiaika RM|«a. 
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^ Akiki Mb. NaalMt Nk. 

Akial iart. Naalal. 

Akkal Haia, Nr. NlriA 
Akkai Naif. Nr. Wa. 

Akkal Hakiai. Naalvl. 

AMal HaaiM. Nr. A. N. 
Alkalkakkai. Naalvl. 

Akial Kafcr, Nr. aUat Lal Naak. 

' Akkalitartai. Nr. 
jiaal LaIR iiiwai. Naaivi 
Akial Wakak Kkaa, Nr. 

Ak«a»a-Al Nakaiaai, Nr. ^ 

Akiar Rakaiaa, Kkta RakaRi^ A. P. 


N. 


AMar RatkMi, Naalvl, Ni. 

Akiar Raal, Kkaa iakl^ Naalvl 1 . 

Akiar Raisak. N««>^l* ' 

Akal Naaala Akaiai. Nr. 

Akal Qaaaaah Naalvk 

Aftak Mawla itariar, WlalvL * 

Akaiai All laayatparl. Kkaa iNlaiar Naalaaa. 
AkaMiAU Nrtika. Naalvl. 

Akmai Naiaia, Nr. 

Aittaiita Akaiai. Kkaa lakaiar Naalvl. 
Aailaallak, Kkaa taklk NaalvL 
AaiNAH WA Naalvl Ni. 


AtkraMI,«r.N. 

Aalai Naaiala Kkaa. Naalvl. 
Aikar AU, Naalvl. 
lUrkamra. Hr. Naary tart. 
JHaaMaalatk, Ar. L. N. 


•Mark, Nr. I. A. 

OH. Nr. Aaakal RkaairA 
Oaa, RN taklk KIrR ikaaaa. 
f ikar. Nr. Upa«iraaalk. 
rraaaA Nr. P. N. 

» 4 toaiaa, Nr. I. A. 

4 lHMlN,Nr. t. 

Atiakg. ||r. Daaikar iMifk. 
iNakikallik. tka Naa'Ma Rawtk takkiar 


NaRaaiNt Rkavikari, NtflvL 
mmm AC. Kkaa. KkHa tfkaiar/iaBlN. 
Riailaa Navaka^ Nia. N Aj R , 

J ta t a HkHy iaaiiiar, ftkaa IfRfi NkiNvir 


Nawfciaft, NVirtlAik 

Naaary. Mr. DaNo 

■aril Akaiai Nla.^ Naakrl. 

iaiaiaiila INaiai, Kkfa Rakaiar Haalvl. 

Katlraiila Kkaa. Kkaa iakaiirr Naalll. 

Ktaaaiy, Nr. UR. 

Haairaiar, Nr. R. i. 

Nkaafilio Akaiai. Naalvl. 
|Nl«fii|llla]MNaika^'"Naa^ 

NaiNrt^i A«l; t; 

Naktakailla AiaiaA Kkaa Rakaiar Naalvl. 

Naaial. Nr.RIral OkaairA 

Haalraiila AkkaaA NaalvL ' '' ' 


■ariaaia, Nr. P. i. 
ililar. Nr. 0 . 

Haryaa, Nr. R., 0 . 1 . f . 

Naalaai AM NaUak. Naalvl. 

NaiaaiaNi May. Naalvl NA 
Nakaaiaiai Afial, Kkaa taklk Naaivi lyaA 
Hakaaiaiai likaaaa, Naalvl. 

Nakaaiaiai liraR, Naaivi. 

Nakaaiaiai IMilaaa, Kkaa Rakaiar Dr. lyai. 
NalHek, tkr NarkH Nr. Nakaaia Rakary. 
Nallivk. Nr. Palia Rakary. 

Natkarraf Haaraia, tka Naa'Ma Raarak, Kkak 


Naatay awtal Na«aA Nr. tyai. 

Maaiy, tka Naa'Ma NkMaraJa IrtaakaaRrA •> 
Caailaikaiar. 

Ratiiaaiiia. tka Naa'Ma Kkwala Hr. K. 9 .I.I. 
PMtraaa, Hr. I. A. 

RMkat. tka Naa'Ma No iRkiaaaa Dak. 


Raiaar Rakiaaa Kkaa, Mr. r , 
Ray. tka Naa'Ma Hr Rljay Pry p H RIk ik . 
R»y. Nr. PaUriH. ' 

taiaraiila AkawA Nr. 
tafctk Alaai. Nr. 

•aaaaDak, A^Nat HaNaia Df. 
tarfcar. Ra^HaikaaaiM. 


tarkar, tka N^'Ma Hr. RaM ta^aa. 

J aaiHA N|. D. nJ ^ 

|iara|Hlala«.Nr. ^ 



t|?39,] * government BIIiLS. 


W. It. 

Hr. N. I. 

T ftf ii li KMB, iM Mr.' 


TtM Ak»M IlMiMlIHy, IlM 
Wikktr. Mr. W. A. M. 
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^ n * 

The A*ye8 being 54 and the^Noes 92. the motion w&,» lost. 

. The motioii of Mr. J. Chippendale that in* ^ause 2, proposed 
section 021). line^o, for the word ^Vr ' the words “and /or” be substi- 
tuted, was then put and lost. ^ * 

The motion of Rai Harendra kn. Chuudhiiri that in clause U, 
proposed section 026, lines 5 and G, the words “or other persons” be 
omitted, was then put and l^st. 

The motion ef Dr. Suresh Cliftmlra yanerjee ihuf in clinue 8, 
^^oposed section (i2D, lines 5 and 6> f(»r Uie vords “other per*son!^” the 
worJhr*' “(^veinnient reporters” be tiluted, was then put and a 
division t^en with the following result; — 1 


AkiHi WateS, MMivl. * 

Aku M«uiTn tariiar, Mavlri. 

Afem Ful, Mr. MS. 

AkMfk^Kktii. Mr^kytS. 

MmA Uf. f. . ♦ . - , 

■•fitrli. Mr. laljrv ' 

•antrjtt, Dr. iHruk Okanirt. 

Darma, laka Pramliarl. 

■armaa,Maka MM>"W ^auA 
■hawmik, Or. DoMntfa OkaaSra. 
Biawaf, Baku Lakikml Narayaa. 
Biawas, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Btawat, Mr. Surauara Natk. 

Bata, Mr. karat Ckanira. 
Ckakrakarty, Baku Naran4ra Narayaa. 
CkauSkuri, Bai Nartakra Natk. 
OMppaakala, Mr. 4. W. 

Oai. Baka Mahim Okaaira. 

Oat, Baka Rakkaaatk. 

Oil Bapta, Baku Kkaiaaira Natk. 
Oatta, Mr. Dkiranira Natk. 

Emkakur Mapua, Kail. 

Baafaly, Mr. Fratal Okaadra. 

Bkata Mr. At«l Kritkaa. 

Biaaudaia Akmad, Mr. 
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Bupta, Mr. daiaik Okaadra. 

Bupta. Mr. J. N. 

Nataa All Okawdkury, Mr. kytd. 
Kaada, Mr. Niikltka Natk. 

Maiti, Mr. NIkaaia iNtart. 

^ Mattra, MF. Bartaira Makaa. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kaaiar. 

Ma/amdar, Mrs. NtaMprtva. 

Mai, Mr. fiaar 0kaj|||p, 
mMir»u»m§n iflaaiakaM, MaBMaa Md, 
MaOal HfMla, Mr. 

Mukkfrjt, Dr. ikaftl OkS^ra. 

I^ttick, krijat AikutMk. 

Nkatktr AH, Mr. kyad. • 

Pala, Mr. Bartda Praaaaaa. 

Fraaiaaik, Mr. farta^karka. y 
Raaiiiaddia Akaitd, Mr. 

Nay, Mr. Gkara Okaadrii, 

Nay. Mr. NaaiaJkrtakaa. 

Ray. Mr. Klakari Pati. 

Nay. Mr. MaaaiatIMi Natk. 
kaayal. Or. NaNaakaka. 
kkaaiiaddia Akiaad, Mr. 
kiaka, krlJat Maaiadra Bkaaaa. 
kir, Mr. Haraadra Kaiaar. 


Akdal Asia. Maataaa Md. 
AMal Bari, Ma^vi. 

Akdal Nata. Or. flrea. 
Akdal Nall, Mr. g|| . 
ilbdal HalUai.'lla39i « 
Akdal Haaiid, Mr. A%.*F 
ANttI dakkar, Kaalvi. ^ 
Akdal Nadar, Mr. al^ Lai 


Akdal NaNai. Mr 
Aiial UM Blaaraa. Matvi. 

Akdal Wakak Kfcaa, Mr. 
AkdaNa-al MakaiM m* 

Akdar Bakaua, Niaa JaMUdar A. 
Akdar Baaakid Malmaad. «r. 


y.H. 


Akdar RaakaML MaNiai 


NOEI—BI. • 

a Akdar Naot, Kkaa laMk Maalvl I. 

Akdar Naaiak, Maalvl 
Akdut tfcakfadpMaalvi Md 
Akal Haaala AkoMd, Mr. 

Akid Qaasaai. Haalvi. 

Attak Havala daardar, Maalvl. 

Akoiad All Eaayatpari, Nkaa Bokadar Maalaia 
Akoia# Ail Mridka, Maalvl 
Akaiad Natola, Mr. 

» ANaavBdia Akaiad, Nkaa Bakaddr MiNivi. 
AoiiaJlak, Nkaa laMk Maalvl , 

Aoiir AN Maatvi Md. 

AafcratMl, Mr. M. 

Aatod Haaaaia nuA. Maatvi. 

Aakar AN, HaaM. 
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Wrkiiyft, Mr, HMry, iMt, 

CtoMMitMti, Mr. L. M . 

Mark. Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Mr. Aiiakat Okaniri. 

Dm, Rtl tabik KIrH Ibataa. 
lOar, Mr. Ukaabraaatb. 
rraatb, Mr. f. H. 

•aawt, Mr. I, A. 

DriMIbi, Mr. 0. 

Daraag, Mr. lUmfear liagb. 

^ Mablbaliab, tii Hoa'bla Naarab tahabar K., al 
Dasca. 

NabiaaMa Cbawabary, Maalvi. 

Maibaia All Kbaa, Khan lahaattr Maalvi. 

HMtaa Murihta, Mrs., M. B. C. 

MatamaUy Jamaiar, Kbaa Sahib Maalvi. 
Hawklaft,Mr R.J. 

Htniry, Mr. Davib. 

I«rla AhfKU Mta. Maalvi. 

Jalaiudain Ahmad, Khaa Bahadar Maalvi. 
Rabiraddin Khaa,.Kban Bahadar Maalvi. 
MaBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Mafliaddla Abtaad, Maalvi. 

Mabsaddin Ohaadhary, Maalvi. 

Magaira. Mr. L. T. 

Mabtabaddin Ahmad. Khan Bahadur Maalvi 
Maadai, Mr. BIrat Ohaadra. 

Maniraddin Akband, Maalvi 
Martndin, Mrtr.J. 
diarfan, Mr B.. 0.1. E. 

Mtilam All Mtllah, Maalvi 
Mitammal Nag. Maalvi Md. 


Mabammad Alial, Kbaa Babib Maalvi ByaB. • 
Mabambad larail, Maalal. 

Mabammad t i dM ^a , Khaa iabadar Dr. Byad. 
Maitttk, tba Haa'Mt Mr. Makaada Babary. 
Mnllaik.Mr Palia Babary. 

MatbarraB Naiaain, tba Haa'Ma Navab. Kbaa 
Bahadur. 

Maitafiarsal Nagva, Mr. dyad 
Randy, tba Maharaja Sritcbaadra, at Bamimbatar. 
Nazimaddia, the Han*bl#Kbura|a Sir. K.O I E 
Patvrtan, Mr E. 

^ m Raikat, tba Man’bla Mr ^raaaaaa Dab 
Rajibaddin Tarafdar, Maalvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khaa^r 

Ray, tha Han'bla Sir Bijay Praiad lingb. 

Ray, Mr.Patiram. 

Sadaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sabab Alam, Mr. tyad. 

Sanauilah, AI>Ha) Maaiana Dr. 
larkar. Baba Madhaiadan. 

•arkar, tha Han'bia Mr. Nalini Ran^. 

•aaaaan, Mr. R. M. 
tarajui lilam, Mr. 
lhamiaddin Ahmad Kbandkar, Mr 
Sirdar, Baba LHta Manda. 

Stavan, Mr./. W. R. 

Subrawardy, tha Han'bla Mr. N. 8. 

Tamiiaddin Khan, tba Han’bla Mr. 

Tafai Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi Haji. 

Wallar, Mr. W A. M. 

» VBMitMIrvA, . 


Tlie Ayes heing^O and the Noes iM, the motion was lost."* * 

The motion of Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee that in clause* 2, 
piojiosed section (i2D, in line 7, after the words “pnhlic meeting’’ the 
words “in whi(*lj admission is not by tickets” be inserted, was then put 
and lost. 

The (jnestion that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

i 

. Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, may 1 move n^y amendment? 

k ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your amendment is exactly the same as your 
amendment for Calcutta on which you have been defeated. So, is it 
any use for your pursuing it for the suburbs? 1 am aiyiL^s.to finish 
the debate before the prayer time. 

Mr. il. W. CHIPPEMDALE* I would like to saj a few things 
•about tjus amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: *Do you think it will carry weiiAt? . 
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Mr. 4 . W. CHIPPENDALE: I hope ^o. 

Sir, I beg^ to uun'e that in (*lause 3, proposed section 39D, line 5, 
for the ^word “or the words “and or“ be stibsiituted. 

Sir, I advanced a certain line ot argument in dealing with the first 
section, ^ow, in kmking at this section, I woubi jisk Government to 
look at the wording of the section. Nohody is deputed to go there 
and fake down any notes or make a re|K)rt. Wliat the section savs is ^ 
to ctiuse or “causing a re|>ott t'O be taken”. These are very 
.significant wordst I did not speak alM)ut tliis when I last sjM^ke- 

Mr. SPEAKER: lhat lias got nothing t(» do with this amefiflmenl. 


^ Mr. il. W. CHIPPENDALE: The object is to dejiule a jadice 
otficPs^ o^other persons to take do\\ n notes. It is now sought to be 
laid down that the ('onimis''ioner ot Police can make on order. In 
that order he can write doM n the name of a indice officer as well as of a 
stenographer, and 1 "•ay’ he (Minnot do it iimler this .section. If he 
does so, that will be toi’ the court to decided! it st^nids. 3dierefore 
the object ot this section is not t-o make a report, not to write a lejxul, 
not to reproduce, but to cause a rejvort to be taken and in iloing so. the 
Commissioner of Police cannot depute lioth a head c-onslal)le and u 
stenographer. He can depute either a ^teimgraphei or a I'onstahle. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I Wg to move that in 
chaise 3, pioposed section 3fH), in lines 5 and <>, the words “or other 
persons’* he omitted. 

I would only .siiy that tlie arguments ailvaiiced in* supfKirt of my 
previous amendment have greater force in connection with the suburban 
4ireas even if they are deemed less forceful .so far as the city areiis are 
conceriieil. The Ilon'hle Sir Nazimuddin will (xmsidei whether the 
suburlmn areas and the city areas stand on the same fwting in this* 
matter or not? 

The Hon'bU Khwaja Sir NAZIM^DDIN: I Imve nothing further 
to add to what I have already stated. There is no difference hetwe«;n 
the suburban areas and Calcutta. , 

The motion of Mr. J. W. Chippendale that in clause 3, in projMised 
section 39D, for the words “Head Constahle” the words “Suh- Inspector 
of Police” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Ilarendm Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 3, 
proposed •section 39D, in lines 5 and 6 the words “or other persons*' 
be omitted wa.s then put and lost. 

The question that clause ^ staifd part^of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ^ ^ * 

The question that the preamble stand part ofethe Bill was then put 
and agreed to* 
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The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I beg to move that th& 
said Bill as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Bengal Dentists Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to move that tiie 
Bengal DentistH Hill, 19‘18, a.s amended by the Bengal Legislative 
Council, he taken into consideration. 

I want to make a few observations. The honourable members will 
kindly recall that the Hill was originally jMissed by this House on the 
17th of August, J9d8. The tw^o amendments referred to ate in cku^A 
20 and 25 and in the schedule. So far as the amendments ^ dauses 
20 and 25 are concerned, they are of a formal character. Tiiese have 
be^n made only b* make the intention more clear. As regards the last 
omel^dment in pie schedule that is for the purpose of making it clear 
whfefUer th-nse \^o got 4itemsel\es registered u*der the Hengal Medical 
Act shouy luive to go tlil'ir>ugh the same course of study j>Tescribed 
for other persons or they shouhl have to go thiough a m^lified course. 
It has been fourul desirable thmt those persons who are already regis- 
tered under the Hengal Medical Act should not go through the full 
course, but through « modified course. 

The motion that the amendments to the Hengal Dentists Hill, 19;18, 
he Uiken into consideration was put and agreed. 

The quest ioit that the Hengal Legislative Assembly agrees to the 
amemlments made h\ the Hengal ljegislati\e (''oumdl was then put and 
agreed to. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: That finishes to-day’s hiisiness. 

T.have only to announce that the Hon'lde Minister in charge of the 
(’alcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1989, has given notice tliat he 
will mo\e that the amendments n»ude hy the Hengal Legislati\e Council 
be taken into (smsiileration. That will be taken up on the bth July, 
and any am’bndments which the memWrs miglit give on that might be 
given by the 8rd of duly, 1989, by 3 p-.in. 

As regards the quesUons I might say that we have now been able 
to find out. »So far as the question of Mj- Nagendra Nath Sen is, 
concerned 1 find that it was received in our office on the 22nd, neces- 
Ary orders were passed on the 22nd and the question was seiU to the 
department concerned and copy sent to the member on the 28rd, We 
liave not yet heard anything f;x)m thi de^tment. 

* • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 9ANYAL: Are you satisfied that the question 
was received on the 22nd? 
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Dr. HALINAK8KA 8ANYAL: It lui^hi have been discovered on 
the 22iicf. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Dr. Sunyal knows more of my oftiee 
secrets than myself. (Laujfhter.) 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-4^) p.m. on Thursday, the 0th 
July, 1939, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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